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harles Blatcher believes that all
young people, rich or poor, de-
serve to be educated and that a

military charter school would provide
Oakland parents with a much-needed
alternative to the languishing Oakland
public school system. Blatcher is the
founder and CEO of the National Mi-
nority Military Museum Foundation, a
nonprofit educational organization to
raise public awareness about the im-
portance of African Americans’ contri-
bution to the historical defense of our
nation. The foundation’s goal, which
has garnered the support of Mayor
Willie Brown, is to build a national
museum dedicated to minorities in the
military as part of the San Francisco
Hunter’s Point redevelopment project.

Blatcher is a Vietnam veteran, an
honorary colonel in the JROTC for the
Oakland School District, and a strong
proponent of the controversial military
charter school proposal. He is currently
writing a book on minority military
history.

A Military Charter School for Oakland?

Opponents claim that a military
charter school would take crucial rev-
enue from an already strained school
district. There is also concern that a
military school would siphon off eager
people of color and leave the public
schools void of their brightest and best
students. Blatcher believes that the fo-
cus instead should be on Oakland chil-
dren who aren’t being educated. “The
revenue,” says Blatcher, “is for educat-
ing kids. If they are failing at that, I
question whether they deserve the rev-
enue.”

Is the school district really failing?
Simón Bryce, Assistant to the Oakland
City Manager, thinks so. “In 1999, only
29 African-American males and merely
eight Latino males passed the A-to-G
course requirements and were eligible
to apply to the UC system. This is be-
fore SAT scores and grades are factored
in.” In the API ranking system of

cont inued on page 6
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fter 14 years of hard
work and planning, it
gave me great pleasure

to open the new Chabot Space
and Science Center on August
19. Many, many people have
labored on this project to en-
sure that our children are
exposed to science and have
an opportunity to prepare
for careers in the wide variety
of science and technology
fields that are opening up
in the 21st century.

The Center’s observatory,
planetarium, exhibits, re-
search labs, and programs
engage visitors’ natural fasci-
nation with stars and space
to encourage creativity and
learning in the process
of science discovery. This cont inued on page 4
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The Metro gets around.

See page 5.

he Oakland Military Institute
(OMI) charter school proposal is
fiscally unsound, goes against the

grain of Oakland’s long history of
working for peace, and is not our best
effort to support and educate ALL of
our young people.

First, let me speak to the funding
question. Both the $1.3 million of Na-
tional Guard funds in the State of Cali-
fornia Budget and the $2 million of Pen-
tagon funds in the Federal Budget are
one-time-only funds. This funding is a
weakness rather than a strength for this
proposal. None among Assembly-
woman Bock, State Senator Perata, or
Congresswoman Lee—in whose dis-
tricts this is proposed—support this
proposal in its present form. The State
Legislative Analyst’s Office is vehe-
mently opposed to this funding. The
Pentagon has a clear history of sup-
porting these types of public military
academies at their start and backing
away from them financially afterward.

Even given one year of operation,

the future fund-raising plan includes
raising millions of dollars through
dances (Military Ball), golf tourna-
ments, government grants, corporate
grants, etc.—highly speculative wish-
ful thinking. There is not the swell of
public support and consensus neces-
sary to raise these amounts of funds.

Contrary to the intent of the State
charter school laws, this proposal does
not arise out of the clamoring of the
parents of the community for it; it arises
out of the Mayor’s office and city staff.
Corporations and foundations are re-
luctant to support activities that are
controversial. A substantial part of the
Oakland community is loudly and ac-
tively opposed to this proposal.

The question of accreditation of this
charter school was raised by the Cur-
riculum Committee of the Oakland

FOR AGAINST
BY WILSON RILES, REGIONAL
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Council Comment

Councilmember
Dick Spees,

District 4

state-of-the-art astronomy-
centered complex is an
affiliate of the Smithsonian
Institution and will soon be
known as one of the nation’s
premier facilities for teaching
science and technology. Our
early visitors have given an
enthusiastic “thumbs up!”

Chabot is situated in
Joaquin Miller Park at 10000
Skyline Boulevard. The Cen-
ter features the Ask Jeeves
Planetarium, currently show-
ing “The Soul of Night.”
The planetarium has the
most advanced star projector
in the world, the Zeiss
Universarium Mark VIII star
ball, which produces over
9,000 brilliant stars using fiber
optic technology. Additional
special effects projectors
simulate eclipses, supernovae,
black holes, and other events

and objects in the night sky.
The large-screen Tien

MegaDome Theater is cur-
rently showing “To Be an
Astronaut” and “Amazing
Journeys.” The Challenger
Learning Center is running
space-flight simulations.
Classes and demonstrations
are underway in the biology,
chemistry and computer labs.
And, as has been the case
since 1883, Chabot offers
sky viewing with the largest
array of telescopes open to
the public anywhere.

In the exhibit halls, you
can wander through a kalei-
doscope of whirling galaxies
and stars to the outer reaches
of the universe; marvel at the
Hologlobe’s dynamic projec-
tion of the Earth’s changing
atmosphere, oceans and con-

Gleaming in the midmorning sun, the twin telescope domes of the new Chabot Space
Science Center already stand out as the famous landmarks they will soon become.
The third generation of Anthony Chabot’s 1883 legacy to the East Bay community, the
new center carries on the tried-and-true purpose of the Center: To challenge child and
adult minds to inquire and learn. The new Center, located just off Skyline Boulevard,
opened to the public on August 19.

Chabot Space and
Science Center Opens
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Dear Staff,
First, I always enjoy the

Metro and look forward to the
articles about my neighbor-
hood. I am especially pleased
to see that you have “Shenani-
gans on the Boulevard” back.
Keep up the excellent effort.

I do have one problem
with an issue that you have
covered a couple of times.
That is the “No-Cause
Eviction” controversy that
Oakland faces. Your coverage
has been very pro-tenant
and anti-landlord. In the latest
issue, the article by Wendy
Brown, is written very one-
sidedly in favor of the tenant.
Why wasn’t there dialogue
with the landlord? I do not
think there is a tenant or
landlord in the Bay Area who
doesn’t think they are the
best.

Curtis Billue sounds like
a perfect tenant, if I owned
rental property. But I would
first check with his previous
landlords to find out their
perspective before renting
to him.

The economic pressures
on Oakland are real. There
is nothing wrong with Oak-
land changing as a result of
these pressures. Yes, there
are going to be new residents.
Yes, some residents will be
displaced. That is the reality,
folks. It happens. It happened
here 30 years ago, and change
goes on.

We need dialogue to
resolve this issue, not one-
sided emotional propaganda.

Sincerely,
Steven Reuss

Editor’s note: The Metro will
print an article by Mike Marr
representing landlords in an up-
coming issue.

Dear Editor,
Here in Oklahoma, we are

forced to pressure the govern-
ment of the city to work in
favor of our area, which has
been in a state of neglect more
than thirty years.

Success depends on
neighborhood associations
and strong, committed indi-
viduals being included along
with city, state, and federal
officials in the planning
process. While we do not
have all those things yet, the
Oakland described in your
paper seems to have them
already in place.

We applaud you,
MacArthur Metro. At 2100
Owasso Club we say,
“One Tulsa, A United City!
Sam Berry, Youth Program
Worker

Lisa Hale, co-director of Associ-
ated Children’s Services at
3021 Brookdale Avenue, shares
with us the following letter she
sent to Eden Manor on
Fruitvale near School Street.

Every morning as I drive
past Eden Manor, I thank
you for keeping the front
planted in such beautiful
blooming flowers! So many
commercial establishments
opt to fill garden areas with
basic low-maintenance
greens. The time and money
you put into seasonal plant-
ing makes a spectacular ad-
dition to the neighborhood.

Ms. Hale goes on to say that
this bright spot deserves a
“star” in the Metro. By the
way, the Metro is seeking a
new writer for the “Stars and
Gripes” column. Another
“star” would surely go to the
Tongan Methodist Church on
Kansas at McGee that provides
a neighborhood with another
bright spot. 

This is the first of three articles
about Native Americans in the
Sausal Creek watershed. In the
next issue of the Metro, we’ll
look at the land management
practices of the Ohlone.

Where the Ohlone Lived
While there is no hard evi-
dence that people inhabited
the Sausal Creek watershed
before the arrival of the Span-
ish, it seems reasonable to
assume that the Huchiun
Ohlone availed themselves of
the many resources provided
by the creek and its water-
shed. We know the Ohlone
inhabited nearby areas, and
it makes sense that all of the
areas richest in resources,
such as riparian corridors,
would have been occupied.

We don’t know how long
the Huchiun may have lived
on the watershed, but per-
haps for thousands of years.
Archaeological sites in the
Bay Area date back only 2000
to 5000 years, but it is prob-
able that people inhabited the
area long before that time.
San Francisco Bay did not be-
gin to form until 5000 to 6000
years ago, so it is likely that
rising sea levels after the last
glacial period covered evi-
dence of earlier habitation in
what was once a river valley.

One of the largest
shellmounds in the Bay Area

was located on the eastern
end of what is now the island
of Alameda, which was then
a peninsula divided from the
mainland by marshes and the
San Antonio Estuary. Sausal
Creek may have ended in a
large willow grove approxi-
mately two-thirds of a mile
before it reached the marshes
on the southeast side of
Alameda. But in years of high
precipitation, it may have
reached the marshes and
flowed all the way through
to the San Antonio (Oakland)
Estuary or San Leandro Bay.

East Bay Ohlone tribelets
each occupied a specific ri-
parian corridor stretching
from the bay to the hills.
They had major village
sites, often located near
shellmounds, but did not
live there year-round; instead
they moved throughout their
territories, harvesting season-
ally available resources. The
headwaters of Trestle Glen
Creek are located just north-
west and over a ridge from
Sausal Creek, and the
Huchiun are known to have
occupied what was once
called Indian Gulch and is
now Trestle Glen. Given the
proximity of the Alameda
shellmound to the mouth of
Sausal Creek, it is likely that
another tribelet would have
used the creek as a corridor
through the uplands in simi-
lar fashion.

The Huchiun Ohlone
must have coevolved with
the landscape in the sense
that they had millennia to
learn what resources it held
for them and how to manipu-
late those resources to their
best advantage. (More on this
topic next month.)

To learn more about the
watershed, join in any of the
activities of the Friends of
Sausal Creek. Restoration
workdays take place every
weekend in Dimond Park,
starting at 9 a.m. Community
meetings are on the third
Wednesday of the month; the
next one will be September
20, from 7 to 9 p.m., at the
Dimond Library. For more
information, call Anne Hayes
at 231-9566. 

B Y M A R T H A E . L O W E

Friends of Sausal CreekLetters
to the
Editor

MAKING ENDS MEET
CHILDRENS RESALE STORE

Sizzling
Hot
Summer Sale

Buy/Sell/Trade
Clothing • Toys • Books

Furniture • Maternity Items

3544 Fruitvale Ave. • Oakland
510-531-1135

Open Tues-Sat 10-6  •  Free Parking

Lots of Shorts, Sandals
and Summer Wear

50% Off Selected items

Residential
Brokerage

Montclair Branch

6137 La Salle Ave.
Oakland

NADER DAVARI
Member of

International Sterling Society

Your Friend
in Real Estate

510-339-4795  Direct Line
510-382-9999  Residence
510-339-4791  Fax
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ver 60 Leona Heights
residents, members of
the Oakland Heritage

Alliance, and other interested
participants enjoyed the Au-
gust 12 Leona Heights histori-
cal points walk. Sponsored
by The Oakland Heritage
Alliance and led by Jo Ann
Coleman and Gordon
Laverty, the three-mile walk
took walkers to Leona Lodge,
the site of Ohlone Indian
ceremonial paint pigment
sources, old Leona Mine,
the Stern/Sells home, and
the presumed site of the old
Leona Hotel, which burned
in 1908. Favorable weather
made the walk most enjoy-
able.

The walkers moved along
Mountain Boulevard to Leona
Lodge, where the history of
Redwood Club and its origins
were mixed with the story of
the construction of the Lodge.
The group then returned to
the fire-trail intersection with
Mountain Boulevard and
the old concrete box-chute.
The box-chute remains from
the days of loading ore cars

destined for Richmond via the
old Leona Railroad right of
way and the Southern Pacific
rails. About half a mile up the
fire trail, the group observed
the Leona rhyolite ore veins
and the hematite deposits
of red pigment so valued
by early Indians for dyeing
costumes and faces for cer-
emonies. Then a walk up
McDonnell Avenue led, at
the end of the street, to the
Leona Mine shaft site and
extensive mine tailings.

From the shaft, the walk
proceeded back to the site of
the Stern/Sells residence,
which was originally a pavil-
ion at the 1915 Panama-Pacific
Exposition on the Marina in
San Francisco. The pavilion
was cut in two, placed on two
barges, and towed to the East
Bay, where low-boy trailers
hauled the two pieces to the
present site. There they were
reunited and modified into
the present lovely home.

After nearly three hours,
the tour was ended. Many lo-
cal residents gained a greater
appreciation for the history
of the Leona Heights area.
Applause for The Oakland
Heritage Alliance! 

Leona Heights
Neighborhood News

B Y G O R D O N L A V E R T Y he Redwood Heights
Improvement Associa-
tion will hold its

annual meeting on
Wednesday, September
20, from 7 to 9 p.m., in the

Redwood Heights Improvement Association News
auditorium of the Red-
wood Heights Elementary
School. We will once again
have Bill Sturm speak, this
time about the history of
Leona Heights. Bill is
retiring, so this is probably
our last chance to hear his

Melrose/High Hopes
NCPC—Priorities for Action
At the September 21 meeting,
NCPC members will begin to
develop action plans for the
priorities established in July,
when a large and vocal group
of neighbors nominated their
concerns in four categories:
drug hot spots, blight, crime,
and traffic, and then voted
with color-coded dots. Despite
the four lists, the results cut
across categories. Topping the
priorities are Foothill (Cole
to Fairfax), 47th Avenue (near
Fremont High), Fairfax and
High, and Congress (5000-
5100 blocks near Horace
Mann School). There were
many locations with traffic
issues, but the priority loca-
tions represent an interrelated
set of challenges, not isolated
concerns.

The NCPC plans to help
neighbors develop action
plans at mini problem-solving
training sessions. The Septem-
ber meeting is 7 p.m. at
Horace Mann Elementary
School, Congress and Ygnacio.

Courtland Creek Cleanup:
September 16

Join your neighbors on
Saturday morning, September
16, for the Creek to Bay
cleanup at Courtland Creek,
sponsored by the High Street
Neighborhood Alliance and
the Melrose/High Hopes
NCPC. Meet at San Carlos
and Courtland at 9 a.m.

Melrose Branch Library—
Calling Computer Lab

Volunteers
The branch hit the ground
running. I dropped in on a
Saturday afternoon as two
girls showed off their “gold
medals” for summer reading
and discussed plans to redeem
coupons for pizza and visits to
the Oakland Museum and the
ice rink. A teenager turned in
his favorable review of a book
about cats. At the circulation
desk, a young man completed
a volunteer form, and the staff
issued new library cards at a
record clip.

The branch needs adults
and older teenagers in the
computer lab to handle
signups and help new users

B Y G I N G E R R E D I N G
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Residents of Redwood Heights for 58 years, Nina and Endre Balint ad-
mire a new sign on Redwood Road welcoming residents and visitors to
Redwood Heights. The Redwood Heights Improvement Association com-
missioned and funded the sign and gave it to the city of Oakland.
Within days, the sign was stolen and found in Rettig Creek. Public
Works will anchor it again lower down at Libby Court and Redwood
Road to accommodate residents wishing to belong in Redwood Heights.

B Y A D E L L E F O L E Y
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wonderful stories about
our neighborhood. We
will be honoring some
of the people who contrib-
ute to our neighborhood,
and representatives
from the city will also
be present.

As an update to what’s
going on with the Associa-
tion, our Welcoming Com-
mittee is keeping busy,
having visited over 40 new
families this year. Mem-
bers of the community
can sign up at the annual
meeting to volunteer to
help greet new families.
You only need give as
much time as you want.
The Landscape Committee
continues to be active,
improving the median
strip on Redwood Road.
A neighborhood sign is
ready to go. They are also
working on the area where
the retrofit work was done
near the freeway.

Please come join us at
the annual meeting and
meet your neighbors. 

O

High Street Neighborhood News
with the basics of navigating
the Web and word process-
ing. If you can help, especially
after school or on Saturday,
call branch librarian Roberta
Frye at 535-5623.

Fishing on High Street?
At the Discovery Center,
several youngsters holding
spinning reels with blocks of
wood attached to their fishing
hooks had just come from
practicing on fish-shaped
blocks of wood. Other sum-
mer activities included field
trips to East Bay Regional
Parks, a five-mile bike ride,
and community-service
projects. Teen interns Asia,
Harmony, and Teresa helped
make the program a success.

Saturday Movies at
Brookdale Rec Center

Saturday afternoon movies
for teen audiences are back
by popular demand, starting
at 1 p.m. You can tell that
summer’s almost over when
it’s time to sign up for the pre-
school program (which begins
in mid-September) and the
teen football workshop. Call
535-5632 for information. 

he August meeting of
Maxwell Park NCPC had
a large turnout to hear

our guest speaker, Alameda
County Executive Judge J.
Rolefson. Judge Rolefson
conducts 95 percent of the
sentencing of adult felons for
Alameda County North. If
you or anyone you know is
convicted of a felony, chances
are you will be standing in
front of Judge Rolefson to
receive your sentence.

Judge Rolefson explained
the process by which he comes
to his decisions. He said he
often uses probation for first-
time offenders. He encouraged
us as a community to provide
him with letters requesting
“stay away orders” for chronic
offenders in our neighbor-
hoods. He takes the input of
the community seriously in
deciding these matters but
needs to hear from us.

One request from our
group was to have community
service be a part of sentencing.
Judge Rolefson was sorry
to say there is currently no
method to track community
service, so he is unable to use
it in sentencing, much to his
regret. The Probation Depart-
ment does not have the staff
to track compliance. If anyone
has ideas on how we might
track community service,
we want your input.

Our new beat officer, Sarah
Whitmeyer, was present, but

Maxwell Park NCPC News

B Y L U C I A L A R O C C A unfortunately, no new crime
stats were available. We met
our Day Watch Officer, Robyn
Clark, who is available on
weekends. Deputy DA Russ
Giuntini also attended and
continues to work with neigh-
bors on “hot spots” in our area.

Hot news on liquor stores:
Joe DeVries, aide to
Councilmember Nate Miley,
reminded us that there is a new
law in place as of January. If
there is a problem liquor store
in your neighborhood and the
new proprietor is applying for
a transfer of license, you can
now request the license trans-
fer be postponed to allow for
community input. Notify the
Alcohol Beverage Action Team
(ABAT) at 238-7103 as soon as
you see the “notification of
license transfer” in the window
of the store to alert them. The
city is allowed to ask for condi-
tions to be placed on the busi-
ness such as closing early,
being required to keep the area
clean, requiring a surveillance
camera, prohibit loitering in
front of store, etc. This is such
a break for those areas where
business owners have had
callous disregard for the neigh-
borhood in which they conduct
their business.

Our next meeting will be
Wednesday, September 13,
7 p.m., at Mills Grove Christian
Church, 5410 Fleming at the
corner of Birdsall and Fleming.
We meet same place, same
time every month. See you
there. 
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The Best-kept Childcare Secret in Oakland

PRESCHOOL, PLUS ALL-DAY CARE!

• Serving Infants through Five-Year-Olds
• Diapers, Home-cooked meals, Naps and Nurturing Included
• 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Year-round Care
• Play-based Developmental Program Supporting Growth at Each Age
• Building children with Self esteem. Confidence and Social Competence

AOCS The Association of Children’s Services
3021 Brookdale Avenue (near Coolidge)
Oakland • 261-1076

SWAIN’S
Quality

CUSTOM

UPHOLSTERY

510 482-2313
ESTIMATES - PICK-UP & DELIVERY

3016 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland



Tetanus
 had a tetanus booster about
two years ago, thanks to
the diligence of my family

doctor. When did you last
have one? If you don’t know,
it’s time to check with your
health-care provider. If it’s
been ten years or more since
your last dose, you’re due for
a booster. Although cases of
tetanus are rare (only 33 cases
were reported in the U.S.
in 1999), 70 percent of cases
occur in people over 50 who
haven’t had a recent booster.
The shot usually causes sore-
ness at the injection site, but
that is a small price to pay
to avoid a very serious and
sometimes deadly disease. To
give you more incentive to get
that booster shot, here’s some
information about tetanus,
commonly known as lockjaw.

Tetanus occurs when the
bacillus Clostridium tetani en-
ters the body through an open
wound, especially a puncture
wound. Because tetanus is an
anaerobic bacillus, meaning it
thrives in the absence of oxy-
gen, deep puncture wounds
are more dangerous than sur-
face cuts. The tetanus bacillus
lives all over the world and
can survive for years in its
spore form. It is commonly
found in soil, cotton, paper,
wool, dirty or rusty nails,
splinters, felt, and street dust.
It lives harmlessly in our in-
testines and in the intestines of
animals. Iodine and hydrogen
peroxide will kill it, but alco-
hol and sterilization won’t.

Tetanus infection occurs
when either the bacillus or its
spores enter the body through
an open wound and begin to
multiply. The incubation pe-
riod varies from three to 21
days, the average being eight
days. The closer the infected
wound is to the central ner-
vous system, that is the spinal
cord and brain, the shorter the
incubation period. The faster
the infection develops, the
more deadly it is.

The multiplying bacteria
produce a nerve toxin called
tetanospasmin that acts on
the central nervous system.
Muscles lose their ability to
relax and become rigid. In its
milder form, tetanus infection
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Paulette
Avery,

 R.N., M.S.N.

 To Your Health

remains localized to the area
of the wound. When the infec-
tion spreads and becomes
generalized, muscle rigidity
occurs throughout the body,
including the jaw, thus, the
name lockjaw.

Prompt treatment is essen-
tial to prevent the toxin from
reaching the central nervous
system, where it causes irre-
versible damage. Unfortu-
nately, in its early stage
diagnosis can be difficult as
illustrated by the story of
69-year-old J.B. whose story
I read in RN magazine. She
came to the ER complaining
of jaw pain that had begun
two or three days earlier. She
was a diabetic with a history
of heart disease and high
blood pressure, so doctors
first suspected a heart attack.
When that was ruled out,
doctors checked her for an
overdose of drugs that might
cause the symptoms. The tests
were normal. Tetanus is diag-
nosed by clinical symptoms
rather than on the basis of lab
tests. Even in the presence of
the disease, only about 30 per-
cent of patients have a posi-
tive culture for the tetanus
bacillus. Eventually, the ER
staff focused on a nasty
wound on J.B.’s shin com-
bined with her muscle rigidity
and made the correct diagno-
sis. They speculate that she in-
jured her leg by something as
simple as bumping into a cof-
fee table. The wound healed
poorly because of the diabetes
and probably was contami-
nated by garden soil. J.B.’s
case, due to her delay in seek-
ing treatment and her medical
history, involved many com-
plications with a long, slow
road toward recovery.

Although most cases are
not as complicated as J.B.’s,
there is no need to get tetanus
at all. The disease is com-
pletely avoidable with proper
vaccination. If you or anyone
you care about isn’t up-to-
date, don’t take chances.
Make an appointment today
for the necessary booster. 
—————————————
Paulette Avery is a registered
nurse and a freelance writer who
specializes in health issues.

tinents; explore natural pro-
cesses and patterns like
craters, volcanoes and atmo-
spheric turbulence. You can
also explore California’s
and Oakland’s rich astro-
nomical history and Cha-
bot’s Observatory’s own
117-year history through
a display of telescopes and
artifacts on loan from the
Smithsonian Institution.

Chabot will have special
events, classes and exhibits
year round. Upcoming plan-
etarium shows include “The
Sky Tonight,” “The Christ-
mas Sky,” and “Star Quest.”
A new large-format film
will have its U. S. debut at
Chabot in September—
watch your newspaper
for the announcement.

For more information
about events, or to purchase
a membership, please call
530-3480 or visit the Website
at www.chabotspace.org.
Memberships are a great
value for families, as you
will want to visit more than
once! 

A l t e r n a t i v e s
I N T R A V E L

ARC                                     IATAN

International & Domestic
Travel Tours & Cruises

CALL FOR MONTHLY SPECIALS

4138 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland
Fax (510) 482-5171

(510) 482-5366

Chabot Space Center
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 1

The Contractors’ Rental Center
 Commercial Accounts Welcome

Builders • Roofers • Painters • Plumbers
Landscapers • Masons • Janitors

WE REPAIR & SERVICE POWER TOOLS

Ryder Truck Rentals • Open 7 Days
2969 MacArthur Blvd • 482-5545

verett and Jones wants
to come to the Laurel! If
you support having a

family-owned sit-down
restaurant located in an his-
torically renovated Laurel
Liquors building at High and
MacArthur, with great food,
uniquely Oakland character,
and a garden in front, look
for petitions around the
Laurel supporting their
bid for the property.

Albertsons wants to
expand and improve their
MacArthur store. Initial
meetings with store represen-
tatives show they have a
vision of what makes a su-
permarket work for them.
What they are still acquiring
is an understanding of what
makes a neighborhood shop-
ping district like ours work
for us. If we can mesh the
two visions, we will end up
with a development that im-
proves the streetscape, con-
tributes to the neighborhood,
is larger but not overwhelm-
ing, and caters to the diverse
members of our community.
If you want to be part of
designing this new or reno-
vated store, look for action
bulletins along the Boulevard
or on our message line or
Web site (see below). L-CAP
may hold a special general
meeting in September on
this issue if developments
warrant.

“I read the Metro for two
years, and I never could
quite understand what
L-CAP does,” commented
one honest and thoughtful
newcomer at our August
general meeting.

L-CAP’s focus is on all
things pertaining to the
Laurel’s shopping district—
primarily MacArthur Boule-
vard from 35th to High. The
project was launched in the

Allendale NCPC
Addresses Noise Pollution
The August issue reported
that “a van drove by our
[Maxwell Park NCPC] meet-
ing with the stereo blaring.
Lt. Poulson . . . jumped in his
car, . . . ticketing the indi-
vidual and having the car
towed.” The reporter of this
item, Lucia La Rocca, com-
mented, “It was a glorious
moment for our NCPC! It is
illegal to drive with music so
loud it disturbs the peace . . . .”

Every time we at the
Allendale NCPC poll our-
selves at a general meeting
about neighborhood prob-
lems, noise pollution is

always number two on the
list (after instances of drug
dealing). The problem can be
solved. First, our notes of of-
fending license plates show
that in any given neighbor-
hood, fewer than two dozen
vehicles cause 80 percent of
the noise pollution. Second,
just as motorcycle police of-
ficers enforce respect for stop
signs by waiting on a side
street for offenders, they can
stop noise pollution of stereo
assault vehicles.

If noise is an issue to you,
please attend the Allendale
NCPC meeting, Wednesday,
September 20, at 7 p.m. at
the Allendale Elementary
School, 3670 Penniman
Avenue. All Metro readers
are welcome. 

spring of 1996 by Laurel area
activists who were tired of
having to shop elsewhere for
essential goods and services.
“Membership” is free and
inclusive. If you live or work
in the Laurel, you belong.

Two themes run through
the activity of the group:
long-running, thoughtful
discussions and dedicated
project work toward goals
supporting the long-term
health of our common
shopping district.

L-CAP has developed
a respected reputation among
city agencies, private devel-
opers, and business and
property owners because the
group is careful about honor-
ing the opinions of our mem-
bers and taking time to arrive
at policy decisions. Participat-
ing in L-CAP, in turn, seems
to bring out a wise and re-
sponsible side to members.
Cranky, axe-to-grind contri-
butions are markedly absent
from our discussions. Mem-
bers are clear that they don’t
“know it all,” but they do
know what they themselves
do, see, and think. This is
what matters. As a result,
L-CAP’s voice carries weight.

L-CAP project work is
performed by volunteers.
Most of us have busy lives,
so we tap individual passions
and use group support. Over
the years, many individuals
have contributed a few min-
utes a year, a few hours
a month, or something in
between. It all helps.

September is the month
we ask members, new and
old, to think about stepping
up to new responsibilities for
the coming year. In October
we hold elections for some
positions, and for others we
simply acknowledge who-
ever has come forward to
do that work. Our current

I

Allendale NCPC News
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Laurel Community
Action Project News

B Y D A V I D F I N A C O M

E

O P E N  T H U R S DAY  -  S AT U R DAY  1 P M  -  6 P M
Frequently Open Other Times—Call Ahead

DOROTHY OKAMOTO

Optometrist

3714 MacArthur Boulevard
Oakland   530-2330

Over 20 years in the Laurel District

cont inued on page 5

Over 50 Years 1947-2000

Peter Pan Co-op Nursery School
A Community, A Neighborhood, An Extended Family

• PARENT INVOLVEMENT
• BEAUTIFUL SETTING NEXT TO
    MAXWELL PARK
• MIXED AGES FROM 2 TO 6 YEARS
• SUPPORTING A DIVERSE COMMUNITY
• ART, DANCE, FIELDTRIPS, MUSIC, STORY
• PLAY-BASED, DEVELOPMENTAL
    CURRICULUM

4618 Allendale Avenue
Oakland • Lic. #010205610

Call (510) 261-5210 for information
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Do you have a VW bug, Golf, Jetta, Rabbit?
For brake, clutch service and gen-
eral repair, give me a call. Also
most other German and Japanese
vehicles. Frank Tulleners Automo-
tive Service, 1421 High St., near
E. 14th (510) 533-3943.

Adopt a Swimmer Program: Help
a young person learn how to swim
by making a donation for the cost
of the lessons. Each $15 donation
will provide a child two weeks of
swimming instruction. Donations
are tax-deductible. Call Aquatics
for information 444-7464.

INSTRUCTION

Fast, neat interior painting by
woman. Free estimates, excellent
references, 534-9772.

Interior Painting. Jacob Hart, 530-
6247. Lic.#705262.

Video Services. We Can Transform
your slides, snapshots, and films
into a charming video—with mu-
sic and effects. Or have a profes-
sional cameraman videotape your
social and business events. Call
Harold Lawrence at 530-0628.

African-American manicurist,
located in the Laurel District, spe-
cializing in manicures, pedicures
w/paraffin wax treatments, sculp-
tured nails, silk and fiberglass
wraps. Over 15 years experience
and service in this area. Call
(510) 482-3229 for appointment.

Affordable local licensed therapist.
Individual, couple, family and
child therapy for the Metro/Oak-
land community. Everyone needs
help sometimes. Supportive; prac-
tical; sliding scale. Helen Mont-
gomery Lockwood MFCC
#27283, (510) 874-4722.

Classical Homeopathy: Natural
Remedies for Children and
Adults. Bonita Richman, B.S.N.,
835-6043.

Painting, Mudding/Taping: 20
years experience interior/exterior
painting; sheetrock, plaster, stucco
& window repair. Senior discount.
Fai Coffin (510) 532-7636.

Advanced easy natural weight-loss
program guaranteed. Send one
dollar to cover handling to: Diver-
sified Enterprises, Box 19800,
Oakland, CA 94619.

Vine Construction Co. Specializing
in Stucco/Plastering and Roof &
Fence replacement. Lic.#760567
(510) 757-8234.
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SERVICES

AUTO REPAIR
riday evening, August
11, found 81-year-old
Hal Carroll in front of

Integrated Environmental
Systems (IES) at 499 High
St., marching to the accom-
paniment of chants, drum
beats, and supportive honks
from passing motorists.
The Fruitvale resident,
along with dozens of other
activists from Oakland and
around the world, had gath-
ered to protest the emission
of dioxin as a byproduct of
IES’s incineration of medical
waste.

Mr. Carroll, who lives a
block away from the incin-
erator and has lived in the
neighborhood since he was
a child, said he used to dig
clams near San Leandro, but
now people shouldn’t even
eat the fish. He remembers
when Admiral Byrd’s cutter,
Bear, was docked in the
estuary. That’s when the IES
site was only fields. Now,
he said, he was protesting
because of the dangers asso-
ciated with emissions and
waste from the incinerator,
because the incinerator has
too many bypasses, and

CHARITY

Bernice & Joe Playschool. For
18 years, play-based learning in a
home-like setting near Mills College.
Quarter-acre wooded lot has fruit
and pine trees, a garden, 20-foot
sailboat, rocket ship, art area, block
area. Pre-reading, pre-math enrich-
ment, computer play, field trips, F.I.T.
gymnastics, Kindermusik. Socializa-
tion, verbalization stressed. Bernice
is an Early Childhood Mentor
Teacher. Sibling, pre-payment dis-
counts. Lunch, snacks provided. Ages
2 to 5 years. License #010214258.
Brochure. (510) 638-3529.

because he believes the
regulatory agencies are not
enforcing their own regula-
tions. “You know,” he
said, “it’s not only the
emissions. After the incin-
eration there’s ash left
over, and that ash is taken
to Kettleman Hills and
dumped. It’s more than
just our neighborhood.”

Mary Richter, another
Fruitvale resident who lives
and has her studio in the
neighborhood, said, “I
didn’t know about the in-
cinerator until the Novem-
ber ’98 election, when my
judge asked ‘Do you know
about the incinerator?’
I didn’t. But I’ve been a
breast cancer survivor since
1971, and I decided I had to
get involved.” Roy Remer
echoed Ms. Richter’s deci-
sion. “I live in Alameda on
High St. I walk all over and
see the white plume. I was
looking for a way to get
involved.”

Area residents weren’t
the only ones marching.
Signs reading “Justicia
Ambiental Ahora,”
“Healthy Jobs/Healthy
World,” “Human Health
Over Corporate Wealth,”

Citizens Protest Medical Waste Incinerator
“Environmental Racism/
Zero Dioxin,” and “Stop
Poisoning People for Profit”
were carried by people from
as far away as Georgia,
Texas, Arizona, New
Zealand, and South Korea.
A minister came from Baton
Rouge; another demonstra-
tor said she came from Rus-
sia. Most were also attend-
ees at the People’s Dioxin
Action Summit held in
Berkeley over that weekend.

Brad Angel is Executive
Director of Greenaction and
an organizer of the Dioxin
Summit. He said the pur-
pose of the protest was to
intensify pressure on IES
to do the right thing and
replace the incinerator with
safer technologies and to
send a message to hospitals
to switch to products that
do not have dioxin as a by-
product. PUEBLO Environ-
mental Justice Organizer,
Karleen Lloyd added, “Any
time there’s an emergency
bypass, toxins are emitted.”

But it was Mr. Carroll
who summed up the citi-
zens’ message. “You’ve
gotta fight for justice.
No one’s gonna give it
to you.” 

FOR SALE

Avon collectors. Many old pieces.
Call 261-6786.

Garage Sale: Every Saturday, 11
a.m. to afternoon, corner of
Camden St. & Courtland (behind
Walgreens).

INSTRUCTION (cont’d)

Piano Lessons: 25 years experi-
ence with children and adults. Lo-
cated in Redwood Heights. Call
for information or an interview-
lesson. Andrea Simms, 336-1556.

Classified Rates
The rate for classified ads is
$.50 per word. Discounted
prices available for five- and
ten-issue frequencies. Please
type or write your copy
clearly and mail it with your
check to The MacArthur
Metro, P.O. Box 19406,
Oakland, 94619. Deadline
is the 15th of the month.
For classified-ad frequency
discounts and display-ad
information, please con-
tact Suzanne Tipton at
287-2655, fax: 534-3429.

B Y S H E I L A D ’ A M I C O

division of ongoing responsi-
bilities includes a Chair,
Treasurer, Secretary,
Volunteer Contact, Business
Recruitment Contact, Façade
Contact, Web site Keeper,
Newsletter Editor, E-Mail
Coordinator, City of Oakland
Liaison, Open-Space Contact,
and Media Contact. Anyone
interested in volunteering
or finding out more about
what needs doing should
call L-CAP at 986-9021
or visit our Web site at
www.support.net/LCAP. 
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Fun Child-Centered
Developmental Preschool

License #013414363

Full Days
Half-Day Programs AM/PM

Hot Lunch / Snacks
After School / Kindergarten Care

4359 39th Ave. • Oakland
(off Hwy 13 & Redwood Rd.)

(510) 531-1534

for Men and Women

3807 MacArthur Blvd. • Oakland
(across from Victory Outreach) • 530-4196

F
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Metro,
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Celeste Fox-Kump, granddaughter of Metro copyeditor Anne Fox, catches up on the Metro news while in Austria.

THE METRO GETS AROUND

SUPPORT METRO
ADVERTISERS!
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how big you would like your
pond to be.

4. Digging your pond can
be a lot easier if you give the
ground a nice, slow soaking
with a sprinkler the day be-
fore digging to moisten the
earth 24 inches down and
make it workable. Remove
stones or rocks.

5. Measure to determine
how large a piece of liner
and underlayment you need
(underlayment is a preliner
that offers protection against
sharp objects under the pond
liner). At large nurseries you
can now buy a fairly inex-
pensive flexible rubber liner
and an appropriately sized
pump. Preformed ponds are
also available and preferred
because they are more easily
installed. Install preliner.
Allow plenty of overlap
material for liner.

6. Drape the liner into the
excavated prelined hole and
fill liner with water. Using
hose and bucket, count how
many three-gallon buckets of
water it takes to fill the pond.
This volume information will
help you to determine the
number of fish the pond
can support and to calculate
other elements related to
the pond. If adding fish,
dechlorinate the water with
“Chloramine Buster” before
adding fish.

7. Place decorative edging
stones around perimeter of
the liner. Pond clarity is
maintained with a balanced

Ponds
One great way to feel cool
these hot days is to have a
garden pond, a lovely and
tranquil setting made even
more beautiful with a fountain
or waterfall. Ponds can be any
size and built in the shade
or sun. A pond in the shade
can nestle among ferns, baby
tears, and mosses. One built in
the sun can be home to bloom-
ing water plants or even fish.

Steps in building a pond:
1. Select a visible spot,

preferably not under a tree
or bush that will drop leaves.

2. Ponds should be
accessible to a garden hose
and electrical line. Consult
your electrician for proper
electrical requirements.

3. Lay out the shape with
a rope or garden hose to see

Marge
Laverty

Leona Heights
Garden Club Tip

of the Month

Serving your neighborhood
for over 22 years with
20 professional Real Estate Agents

• If you are thinking of selling, we offer free property evaluation.
• If you are thinking of buying, we offer many 1st time buyer loan

programs with down payments as low as $500.
• If you are thinking of renting, call us for a list of rentals.
• If you are tired of managing your property, call us for professional

property management.

5942 MacArthur Boulevard  •  510-562-8600

JIM GARDNER
CONSTRUCTION

FOUNDATIONS • TERMITE
CARPENTRY • ENGINEERING

DRAINAGE • RETAINING WALLS
SEISMIC RETROFITTING

SETTLEMENT CORRECTION

STRUCTURAL REPAIR SPECIALISTS

510-655-3409
SINCE 1980                        LICENSE#444635

Editor’s note: With the October issue, our new calendar coordi-
nator, Lisa Hire, will be taking over the volunteer job. She may
be reached by phone at 482-5466, or by mail at 4426 Tulip
Avenue, Oakland, 94619. For this issue, we can offer only a
partial listing of September happenings.

September 2000
Caribbean Rhythms: End of the Summer Concert: Sunday,
September 3, noon to 3 p.m., Dunsmuir Historic Estate, 2960
Peralta Oaks Court, I-580 east at 106th Ave. Admission $5
adults, $4 seniors, $1 ages 6-13, under 6, free. Call 615-5555
for information.

“Oakland Readers” Orientation: Wednesday, September 6,
6 to 8 p.m., Carnegie Hall Building, Mills College. Call 835-8477
for information.

Dimond Improvement Association: Wednesday, September 6,
7:30 p.m., Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Call 532-1645
for information.

Maxwell Park NCPC: Wednesday, September 13, 7 p.m., Mills
Grove Christian Church, 5410 Fleming Street. Contact Jose
Dorado, 535-0577.

Creek to Bay Day at Courtland Creek: Saturday, September 16.
9 a.m. Meet at corner San Carlos and Courtland. Sponsored
by High Street Neighborhood Alliance and Melrose/High
Hopes NCPC. All welcome.

Allendale NCPC: Wednesday, September 20, 7 p.m.,
Allendale School, 3670 Penniman Avenue. Call 536-9551
for information.

Redwood Heights Improvement Association: Wednesday,
September 20, 7 to 9 p.m., Bill Sturm, Oakland historian,
speaks at Annual Meeting, Redwood Heights Elementary
School Auditorium.

Friends of Sausal Creek: Wednesday, September 20, 7 to 9 p.m.,
Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. New members welcome.
Call 231-9566 for information.

Melrose/High Hopes NCPC: Thursday, September 21, 7 p.m.
Plan to take on our priorities established in July. Horace Mann
Elementary School, Congress and Ygnacio.

Allendale Home Alert Meeting: Saturday, September 23, 10 to
11.30 a.m. Call Pat Patterson at 533-0680, Carl Millwood,
436-4190 or Lynette Neidhardt, 535-1044.

Ongoing
Art Exhibitions at Mills College Art Museum, 5000 MacArthur
Boulevard: “No Two Alike!” The Ceramic Art of George E. Ohr;
Amy Kaufman, Paintings and Drawings. September 7 to October
22. Hours Tuesday-Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday, noon
to 4 p.m. Free admission and parking.

Holy Names College, 3500 Mountain Blvd., Offering Three
Degree Programs: Weekend College (WECO); a range of
undergraduate degrees, call 436-1648. Accelerated
Undergraduate Business for working adults, call 436-1123.
Graduate Degrees in seven fields, call 436-1351. 

Calendar of Community Events
combination of filtration,
natural bacteria, cooling the
water with shade or pond
plants, and aerating the wa-
ter by moving water with a
pump related to the fountain
or waterfall.

Remember, raccoons
love water to drink and for
washing their hands and
food. Also, unless there is
a screen against other preda-
tors, there go your fish!

Important: Keep small
children in mind when
designing your pond, and
include fencing or screening
where safety requires.

A Tidbit
To really ripen peaches,
plums, and nectarines,
choose whatever fruit looks
good to you. Do not worry
about color or hardness.
Firmer fruit is actually fully
mature but not fully ripe. Do
not put them into the refrig-
erator or the window; they
will never ripen that way.
Do put them in any ordinary
paper bag and loosely close
it. Set the bag on the kitchen
counter. Never use a plastic
bag for ripening. The more
fruit you put in the paper
bag, the better they help
each other to ripen naturally.
If you have some bananas,
throw them in too. That will
help the process. Wait one to
three days. The fruit will be-
come softer and riper. The
flavors and aromas will be
wonderful. 

Unified School District.
The proposal is not concrete
enough in its description of
curriculum. The accreditation
authorities are going to have
the same problems as the
local school district had in
assessing the suitability and
viability of this proposal.

In December of 1998,
the Oakland Army Base

conducted an analysis of
the properties on the base, in-
cluding Building One, where
the classrooms are proposed
to be housed. The analysis re-
ports lead-based paint in the
“chair rails, door frames and
jambs, window sills and base
boards” of Building One. It
also reports asbestos-contain-
ing material in the vinyl floor
tile, linoleum, pipe covering,
hard plaster, and transite
pipe. There are also seismic
questions and concerns about

Military School , Against
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 1

BREAKFAST LUNCH
ALL DAY 11AM-2:30PM

Tuesday-Sunday 7:30am-2:30pm   (Closed Mon)

3719 MacArthur Blvd (across from the KFC) • 482-2200

MACARTHUR & HIGH

Pay at the Pumps
•  •  •

Open 24 Hours
•  •  •

Tuesday Gas Specials

4276 MACARTHUR BLVD.
530-7683

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET

BREADS
•FINE FOOD DELICACIES

Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm

Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178
35th & MacArthur

—
MARKET PLACE—

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
OPEN M-F 8-8, SAT 9-6

Back to 
School Special!

ONLY 
$2.99!

(Reg. $4.99)

Combination Padlock with black dial. 
Weighs 3 1/2 lbs. 3/4" shckle 

with 9/32" diameter.  H181768B6

With this coupon while supplies last.
Limit 1 per customer

Not Valid with any other offer. Expires 9/30/2000.

cont inued on page 7

Anyone
interested

in distributing
bundles of 25

or more Metros
in your

neighborhood
or at meetings,

please call
Dal Sellman
at 531-2690.
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Roussel Sargent

Karen Marie Schroeder

Janet Broughton

Betsy Callaway

MacArthur & High
Trailer Park

David Locke & Cathe Read

Lisa Ruhland
& Michael Cowan

Ruth Malone
& Terry Sayre

Barbara Reynolds

Carie Carpenter

Jacob & Linda Hart

Richard & Linda
Weinstein

Abelina Carmona
& Teresa Cole

Cherie Ivey

Oakland Veterinary
Hospital

Linda Palmin
& Tom Daley

Jeff Kelley & Hung Liu

Carol Mills

Jim Locke
& Sandy Warren

Libby Jacobsohn

Dimond Improvement
Assoc.

Bonnie Henriquez

Deborah Cooper

World Ground Café

Redwood Heights
Improvement Association

Paul D. Smith
@ Support Net, Inc.

Dana Nojima & Elaine
Lyford-Nojima

Uttermann/Forster Family

Vic & Nancy Miloslavich

First Covenant Church

Knud Danild

Jean Quan & Floyd Huen

Joan Dark

Adina Sara

Sandy Bredt
& Ryan Young

Michael Cooper

Beth Walukas

Mary Lee Peterson

Andretta Fowler

Ayda Lucero Fleck

Niccolo DeLuca

Nate Miley,
Councilmember District 6

The Metro acknowledges
contributions of $50 or more
by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey
for 10 issues. You keep our
paper alive and well.

MONEY
HONEYS
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contaminated ground near
the building. Much of the
ground contamination at the
base is PCBs. The proponents
have come to the conclusion
that the seismic work does
not have to be done for the
two years that the youth will
be in the building. They are
dangerously counting on a
serious earthquake not hap-
pening during that period
of time. Even without the
retrofit, proponents estimate
it will take $500,000 to
$1,000,000 to fix a building
that is going to be used for
only two years!

The Oakland Unified
School District was turned
down two years ago in its
request for property in this
area because of the industrial
nature of the neighborhood,
the traffic problems, and the
lack of adequate transporta-
tion. There is only one transit
bus to this area, and no ser-
vice on Saturday, when some
of the activities for the OMI
are scheduled. The unsuit-
ability of this neighborhood
has not changed in two
years. The neighborhood
and the building are unsuit-
able. Even if you support
this proposal, the proponents
ought to be required to find
a suitable facility, not just use
the most politically feasible
building.

The State Legislative
Analyst’s Office has stated
that there is no evidence to
show that military academies
are any more successful than
regular schools in reducing
drop-out rates or in achiev-
ing academic excellence. An
unexamined myth states that
military discipline makes
good citizens and successful
individuals. The truth is that
military discipline works
for some and not for others.
There are individual cases of
note—some of those notable
individuals have testified
in favor of this proposal—
who have turned themselves
around and have achieved
great success in life after
starting in difficult circum-
stances. At least equal num-
bers have gone through mili-
tary discipline and ended up
spectacularly unsuccessful:
destitute, sociopathic, abu-
sive, antisocial, destructive,
and criminal. No clear facts
or history substantiate the
claim that kids at-risk are
going to be saved by this
program. To offer it as an
alternative to enhancing the
opportunities available to all
students through improving
the whole public school dis-
trict is racist. Black students
can and do succeed without
the need for the regimenta-
tion of “military discipline.”

Those who still argue
and believe that this is a
chance worth taking to help
Oakland’s children at-risk
will be disappointed by this
proposal. Students will be

chosen by lottery from a pool
of applicants from all over
Alameda County and sur-
rounding counties. Low-
achieving, at-risk kids will
not self-select to apply to at-
tend this military academy. If
they were so motivated, they
would not be kids at-risk. It
is also unlikely that most of
the parents of the kids at-risk
would be signing up these
kids; a key factor for being
at-risk is a lack of parental
advocacy for the child’s well-
being. To that extent, this
would be an elitist school.

By State law, the school
cannot discriminate against
students because of their
gender, race, disability, or
sexual orientation. However,
the female makeup of JROTC
instructors is less than 1 per-
cent. It is highly unlikely that
the makeup of the pool of
National Guard instructors
is much better. Female stu-
dents at this school will find
too few female instructors
with whom they might re-
late. In the first year, the
proposal plans for there to be
15 National Guard instruc-
tors, with no requirement
of having a college degree,
and six certified teachers.

Proponents claim to be
concerned with values and
morals. Opponents under-
stand strong moral character
to be based on healthy moral
development. Researchers
agree that moralization pro-
ceeds through three broad
stages. First, the stage of the
instinctive impulses modi-
fied by the influence of re-
wards and punishments;
second, the stage in which
conduct is controlled in the
main by anticipation of social
praise and blame; and third,
the stage in which conduct
is regulated by the ideal that
enables the person to act in a
way that seems right to him/
her, regardless of the praise
or blame of the immediate
social environment. There
is very little in the military
model that will help our
youth progress to the last
stage of moral development.

The military school pro-
posal was rejected by the
Oakland School Board on
June 7. The proponents have
taken their proposal to the
County Board of Education
in an attempt to override the
will of our local jurisdiction.
People organized against the
military school are meeting
to provide positive alterna-
tives; our youth deserve the
very best we can provide.
Mayor Brown has asked that
the County hearing be post-
poned until September,
hoping to shift a presumably
deadlocked situation there.
Let your legislators know
that you oppose the Military
Charter School.

You can also address
the members of the County
School Board and the County
Superintendent at Alameda
County Board of Education,
313 W. Winton Avenue,
Hayward, CA 94544. 

California schools, Castlemont,
Fremont, and McClymonds
schools all scored 1 out of a
possible 10. According to
Bryce, such alarming statistics
plague the entire system.

Neither Bryce nor Blatcher
sees the military school pro-
posal as an either/or situa-
tion, nor a rejection of Dennis
Chaconas’ administration.
“It is a win/win situation,”
declares Bryce. “Education
in Oakland needs a shot in the
arm by a radically different
curriculum, and the military
school would offer just that.”

When the city went to
the school district with the
military school proposal,
the school board sent it to
Chaconas’ office for review
and recommendations. Other
less qualified charter school
proposals have been granted
approval, some of which have
subsequently failed. Blatcher
maintains that if the school
board uses State guidelines
as criteria for granting charter
status to a school, then those
criteria should apply to all
proposals. “They should be
consistent. It is only fair. This
is really about the school dis-
trict trying to deny the parents
of Oakland a choice on how to
educate their kids.” Blatcher
sees the need for more charter
schools to educate Oakland’s
children. “Charter schools
hold an important place in
education; they provide com-
petition, which in turn raises
the standards.”

While Blatcher acknowl-
edges that “military” is a
buzzword in Oakland,
conjuring up images of
marching National Guards-
men and blind obedience, he
points to the many Oakland
citizens who have military
backgrounds and rejects
the idea that they have been
stifled by the military’s strict,
disciplinary approach. He
maintains that through mili-
tary education, students learn
discipline, teamwork, and
respect for oneself and others.

Opponents who question
the prudence of throwing
support behind a project they
claim has offered scanty de-
tails about its staffing, finan-
cial feasibility, and curriculum
will be interested to hear that
some specifics have been pro-
vided. Simón Bryce indicated
that the academic staff will
consist of credentialed civilian
teachers, and while they
haven’t yet picked a principal
to head the academic portion
of the school, applicants un-
der consideration have princi-
pal and/or assistant principal
experience and are currently
active teachers. “Jerry Brown
is banking his reputation
on the success of the school,”
says Bryce. “You can be sure
that careful consideration
will be given to choosing the
principal.”

For the first year, the
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school will receive $1.3 mil-
lion in funding from the State,
and, with the aid and support
of Senator Dianne Feinstein
and Congressman Jerry
Lewis, the Department of
Defense will contribute $2
million. Both entities grant
money one year at a time, but
there is a presumption by all
sides that the school will con-
tinue to receive its funding.
The National Guard, which
requests the State money, has
developed a six-year funding
program: $2.2 million the
second year, $2.8 million the
third year, with increases
depending upon the student
population. “It is important
to note,” says Bryce, “that
there is no suggestion that the
funding will end after the six
years.” For more information,
go to www.acoe.k12.ca.us.

Some critics have ex-
pressed concern that a mili-
tary school flies in the face of
Oakland’s democratic values
and the importance of helping
young people develop inde-
pendent, critical thinking.
Additionally, they believe
that to steer our African
American youth into a mili-
tary school is racist because
it implies that it is only in
such a rigid environment that
black students can succeed.

Blatcher vehemently dis-
putes this view. “Offering
black students an alternative
to the Oakland public schools,
which have a dismal perfor-
mance record, is not racist.
It is an opportunity.”

Bryce dismisses the idea
that minority students will be
funneled through the military
school into the armed forces.
“I doubt that students attend-
ing a military school which
fully prepares them for col-
lege will be more likely to join
the armed forces,” says Bryce.
“It is without a proper educa-
tion that minorities will be
more likely to join the mili-
tary—or end up in prison.
Certain students excel in a
structured environment,”
alleges Bryce. “We are talking
about a college preparatory
school that will meet all the
standards.”

Blatcher claims that “Oak-
land parents with the finan-
cial resources can afford to
send their children to schools
outside the failing public
school system. Many minority
parents cannot. This military
school offers them that oppor-
tunity.” He believes the oppo-
sition to the military proposal
is based on the pettiness of
local politics and a knee-jerk
reaction to the word “mili-
tary.” He points out that the
money is there for Oakland,
and if Oakland rejects it, an-
other city will gladly avail it-
self of those funds. “It would
be a tragic loss of a wonderful
opportunity for Oakland’s
poor and minority youth,”
Blatcher says quietly. “Until
the Oakland Unified School
District can provide a good
education to all students, we
must start saving these young
people one at a time.” 
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Christine Ralls is a founding
member of the High Street
Neighborhood Crime Prevention
Council.

 wrote an article that ap-
peared in the Oakland Tri-
bune on August 10, 1997,

called “Neighbors Play a Cru-
cial Role.” The final paragraphs
of the article state truths that
apply just as much today.

“Neighbors have a role
to play in our lives that no one
else can play. Our mantra has
never changed: The people
closest to the problem need
to get organized. Only then
can real progress be made.
How much time are you com-
mitting to your neighborhood?
Or are you just too busy?
When the spotlight is gone,
will you once again close
those blinds, hide behind
your curtains and doors?

“If so, do so at your own

Neighbors: Crucial
Crime-fighters

LAFRANCHI’S
LIQUORS

Fine Wine
& Spirits

Domestic &
Imported

Beer
Imported

Cigars

Open 7 Days!
Sun.-Thurs. 8am-Midnight

Fri. & Sat. 8am-2am.

35th & MacArthur
482-8208

See your State Farm Agent:
Jain Williams

4222 MacArthur Blvd.
(510) 530-3222

Auto • Home • Life • Health
State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

STATE  FARM

INSURANCE
®

Auto

Life Fire

Nature’s Bounty
Fresh from

Farm & Sea ...
We cook fresh fish & poultry

to order, while you wait!
Monday-Saturday 10am-7pm

510.482.1255
Telephone Orders Accepted

4014 MacArthur Blvd.

Oakland’s Secret Hideaway
Thai Food by Boon & Family

915 45th Ave, Oakland • 536-6303
(near the Vulcan Foundry)

Self-Defense and Jujitsu
for Women and Girls

530-5043

Classical Homeopathy
for Children and Adults

Bonita Richman, B.S.N.
835-6043

Law Office of
Rosanne Calbo-Jackson

Professional and Caring Representation
During Difficult Times

Divorce • Custody • Support
510 536-0376

B Y C H R I S T I N E R A L L S risk because when the wolf is
at your door, your neighbors
might not notice.”

The year I wrote those
words, the Melrose neighbor-
hood saw record homicide
numbers. Since then the
numbers dipped to a 30-year
low, only to see a rise again
this summer. The media con-
tinue the blame game, giving
the Chief of Police a forum to
state the problem as “The com-
munity is apathetic.” Yet the
Melrose/High Hopes NCPC
gets 75 community members
out to its bimonthly meetings.
Frustrated? Yes. Tired of the
same old enforcement mecha-
nisms as the sole approach to
on-street drug sales? Yes. Still
pressing to devise lasting
solutions for our neighborhood
problems? Yes. In pursuit
of safe neighborhoods, we
organize out of hope, not fear.
Join us at our September 21
meeting at the Horace Mann
Elementary School, 7 p.m. 
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Above, from left to right: Leslie
Fitzgerald, Duane Eddings,
Sarah Haywood, Nehemiah
Paige, Sarah Molina, Vuthy
Puth, Chantal Smith Kimsan
Mistry, Arzu Mistry, instructor.
Not pictured: Jamar Buckley,
Zaire Washington, Manuel
Martinez Juan Carrillo.

Contact Person: Karen
Greenspan, Team Oakland,
238-3896.

Team Oakland creates new mural on wall of Roma Pizzadeli

Roma Pizza & Deli
Serving Laurel & Dimond

4166 MacArthur Blvd. • 531-3137
Open 7 Days • Free Delivery 11am to 10pm

Large Pizza w/3 toppings
for $11.99 plus tax.

VISA MasterCard

FINE CANTONESE AND SZECHUAN CUISINE

4245 MacArthur Blvd. Oakland
Take-Out or Reservation  530-8880  •  530-9898

Delivery Service Available 
($20 minimum order and $3 delivery charge)

Back to School!Back to School!

The Laurel’s
Newest Coffee House

Featuring estate and organic coffee
from around the world, all natural

soup, salads, and sandwiches.

JAVA Spotlight
Poetry Readings

the 3rd Wednesday of each month

Live Music
Sundays from 5-7pm

3726 MacArthur Blvd
(next to KFC)

482-2933
Mon-Fri 6:30am-9pm

Sat-Sun 7am-9pm

OPEN UNTIL 9PM EVERYDAY!

By the cup  -  By the pound

The best coffee
in town is

right around
the corner!

Mon-Fri: 5:30am-3pm
Sat-Sun: 6:30am-3pm

4008 MacArthur
(at 38th Avenue)
510-531-9921

EXTENDED
PLAYTOYS

Making
a difference,

just a little bit
at a time

Hours: Tues-Sat 12:00noon-5:30pm
4004 MacArthur Blvd. • 482-5921

Email: woofiewoof@aol.com
Fax: 510.482.3921

We are happy to trade your toys
for store credit

EXTREME
SCOOTERS
Only $99

Pre-order
your
Halloween
masks
today!

®

Family owned since 1933.

“Come on Down”

Discover

For Your Healthy Life Style!

Conveniently located at
3033 MacArthur Blvd.

Oakland • 482-3848
Open 7 days a week

Mon-Sat 8:30am - 6:30pm
Sun 10:30am - 5:30pm

FREE PARKING

Your Natural Food Marketplace

Hwy 13 Redwood Exit

580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

580 East to
35th Ave
ExitH
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Hwy 580

3033 MacArthur Blvd
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ORGANIC PRODUCE

NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT
ON DUTY

WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY

HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,
SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS
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