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People in Action: Three Stories

Garlen Capita of the Trust for Public Land presenting plaque and
check to Gwen Jackson of F.A.C.E.

BY TONI LOCKE

G

wen Jackson of
Fruitvale Appreciating
Cultural Exchange
(FACE) tells how people living around abandoned little
Nicol Park, at Coolidge and
Nicol, turned a bad situation
into a good one for children.
She and her neighbors petitioned the city to turn the
utilities back on. They got
Parks and Rec involved. No
city money was available for
maintenance, so the Trust for
Public Land came in to help.
Stuart Richardson from the
staff of the Fruitvale School

undertook to develop a nature
project and store materials
on site. Niccolo DeLuca from
Dick Spees’ office pitched in
to get traffic to slow down for
pedestrian safety. Fruitvale
and Peralta Schools cooperated. Students from Fruitvale
are making tiles of many
faces to decorate the benches
around the play equipment.
“All the people wanted
something positive for the children and the neighborhood.

Now we have taken ownership for this space,” said
Gwen. “To make sure we
keep it safe, we followed
up with the grand opening
on January 20 of the FACE
Neighborhood Center, nearby
at 2935 Coolidge Avenue,
another safeguard for our
park.”
Gwen receives a Metro
orchid for her leadership and
for the creative victory won
by so many others together.
DAL SELLMAN

DAL SELLMAN

Gwen Jackson Tells About Nicol Park

Maxwell Park vs. Rash Development
A Revealing Peer Review
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n my last two articles, I described the public meetings,
formation of committees,
and the strategy to slow the
city’s approval of construction
of a condominium complex at
MacArthur Blvd. and Simmons
St. until we could be satisfied
that due caution was exercised
about the following:
a) building on a landslide
zone,
b) rezoning from singlefamily to multiple in our
neighborhood,
c) traffic and safety

impacts of denser housing.
In particular, we voiced
alarm at the October public
meeting that the Geotechnical
Report on the site did not seem
to take seriously enough the
possible reactivation of the 1941
landslide, and we asked for a
peer review of the April 2000
geologist’s report. We also
sought legal advice from a
knowledgeable and effective
local attorney, which may have
prompted the Oakland City
Planning Department to respond by requesting a second
opinion from a different licensed geologist.

Sure enough, the peer
review, dated 11/27/00, found
“serious discrepancies and
unanswered questions regarding the stability of the site,”
in five sections of the report:
a) The size and location of
the slide boundaries were in
error, the actual slide area being
much larger than shown in the
April report.
b) The analysis of “slope
stability” used inappropriate
data for calculations supporting
the conclusion that the site was
strong enough to build on.
continued on page 7

Bret Harte NCPC vs. Martinique
BY TONI LOCKE

IN MEMORIAM
Boulevard Businessmen
Don Denson
Jack Scheberies
Floyd “Skooter” Wilson

Neighbors Allison Kidd, Glendora Patterson, Joan Story, and Earl
Milner celebrating the opening of Nicol Park.

M

aple Avenue residents and businesses
(on MacArthur
Blvd. across from Food
Mill) will soon see an end to
their suffering at the hands
of some patrons of the
Martinique Club bar. For

years, neighbors have
complained of a full range
of drunk and disorderly
behavior into the wee hours
leaving damage ranging
from frayed nerves and sleep
deprivation to dented cars,
blocked driveways, litter,
including vomit and excrement, break-ins, and drunks

passed out in private home
doorways.
Bar license-holder Gary
Harris and building owner
Foo Lew have consistently
refused to take responsibility
for keeping an orderly,
law-abiding place. “It didn’t
happen,” “Not our fault,”
continued on page 2
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Letters
to the
Editor
Re: “A Landlord’s Perspective on Evictions” article in
the last issue of the Metro.
As a previous renter and
landlord, I am offended by
Mr. and Mrs. Clemmons’
efforts to create empathy for
the landlords in Oakland
who are evicting low-income
people. Most long-time Oakland tenants cannot afford
higher rents and are being
forced to leave this beautifully diverse city.
When I was a landlord,
I carefully screened potential
tenants without using a
credit check and only encountered one bad tenant
out of many.
Counter to what Mr. and
Mrs. Clemmons implied, a
bad credit record does not
always translate into a bad
tenant. Some tenants actually
pay their rent BEFORE they
pay their creditors.
Dear Mr. and Mrs.
Clemmons, while it is unfortunate that you got “burned”
by your last tenants, please
remember that ALL of your
losses and expenses are
tax-deductible. You
really lose nothing when

Bret Harte NCPC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and the rest of the blamegame have been their response to complaints. Outrage
grew. It culminated in a delegation led by Graham Carter
of the Maple/MacArthur
Action Group of the Bret
Harte/Joaquin Miller NCPC
going to City Hall on December 29, where Larry Carroll,
Hearing Officer from the City
Manager’s office, who had
reviewed all the evidence,
ordered the bar’s cabaret
license revoked.
Graham Carter, his wife
Smilja Vujonovich, Cathy Ann
Depp and two teenage daughters, Joanna and Randy Eng,
and Kirk and Art Watkins of
the Food Mill are the closest

a tenant fails to pay the rent.
Unfortunately, Uncle Sam
does not offer tenants the
same tax break when they
get “burned” by landlords.
As a property owner, you
will always have the upper
hand. The tenant is paying for
YOUR equity and nest egg. In
fact, your property values
probably increased during
that long eviction
process!
I have little sympathy for
landlords because owning
rental property is just like
owning a business—it’s risky,
and profits are not guaranteed. If you can’t handle the
risk, find another way to
make money.
Finally, it’s not fair to
imply that all tenants can
easily prolong the eviction
process by simply going
to Legal Aid. I have a law
degree and worked at Legal
Aid for a year. If the rental
property is in very good
condition, the landlord
never violates the rental
agreement, and the landlord
has followed the proper legal
eviction process, the tenant
CANNOT prolong the eviction. I advise that all landlords
review California’s landlord
and tenant rights laws.
Respectfully,
Alecia and William Johnson,
Laurel District
Property Owners

to the bar. They are leading
the nearby community over
the bureaucratic hurdles to
restore a decent quality of life.
The next hurdle to clear
will be revocation of the bar’s
“deemed approved” status.
Thanks to the power of
the liquor industry lobby in
Sacramento, licenses to run
bars are under state jurisdiction. To handle the uncontrolled abuses this system
allows, the City of Oakland
has a “deemed approved
ordinance” to ensure some
protection for neighborhoods.
Invoking this ordinance will
be the next step for the Maple
Avenue people. A bar owner
who allows such abuse of
public welfare may retain his
license but may find operating
a bar in a self-respecting part
of Oakland very difficult in
the future.

Friends of Sausal Creek
BY MARTHA E. LOWE

Coming This Year to
a Creek Near You:
Bulldozers and More
Big changes will be occurring
in Dimond Canyon this year.
A major restoration project is
scheduled on Sausal Creek late
this summer. It will be carried
out by the City of Oakland,
with funding provided by the
Alameda County Flood Control
District and the California State
Coastal Conservancy.
The Sausal Creek Channel
Restoration Project will reconstruct a 600-foot reach of Sausal
Creek, beginning approximately
825 feet upstream from El Centro
Avenue. Three instream structures will be removed: one fivefoot concrete check dam and two
concrete-and-steel debris racks.
These are the first structures that
one comes upon when walking
upstream from the El Centro
Trailhead.
Removal of these structures
will make it possible to realign
and regrade the existing stream
channel, which in turn will help
improve the creek’s hydrologic
function. In the restoration reach,
the creek will be better able to
transport water and sediment
without eroding its bed and
banks, thus improving water
quality and the condition of the
creek overall.
In addition to the channel restoration, revegetation with native
plants will be carried out along
the stream’s banks in order to

BREAKFAST
ALL DAY

LUNCH
11AM -2:30 PM

Tuesday-Sunday 7:30am-2:30pm (Closed Mon)
3719 MacArthur Blvd (across from the KFC) • 482-2200

Roma Pizza & Deli
Serving Laurel & Dimond
4166 MacArthur Blvd. • 531-3137
Open 7 Days • Free Delivery 11am to 10pm

Self-Defense and Jujitsu
for Women and Girls

Large Pizza w/3 toppings
for $11.99 plus tax.

530-5043

I want to support THE METRO
THE THOUSAND FRIENDS (A donation of $10 to $49)
MONEY HONEYS (A donation of $50 or more)
SUBSCRIPTION ($10 for one year/10 issues)
Name
Address
City

restore vegetative diversity to
the riparian corridor. New banks
will be constructed using on-site
materials (soil and rocks) and
then planted with quick-rooting
creek species such as willow and
dogwood. Nonnative vegetation
will also be taken out along the
trail, from El Centro through the
channel restoration reach. This
will include the removal of some
trees, such as nonnative elms
and acacia. Some of the large
bay trees will be cut to the
ground, to open the canopy in
places and allow the new streamside plantings enough sunlight
to get established. In the fall, the
Friends will put in thousands
of native plants along the creek
and the trail, but even so, the
area may look a bit bare, so be
prepared.
The overall purpose of this
project is to return a portion of
the creek and its surroundings
to a condition that more nearly
approximates current thinking
about what an optimally functioning riparian ecosystem is.
Restoration is a young science,
and we are all learning as we
work to care for our natural
world as well as we can.
To get involved, come to a
Friends of Sausal Creek meeting
or workday. The Friends meet
on the third Wednesday of every
month. The next meeting is February 21, from 7 to 9 p.m., at the
Dimond Library. The group
holds workdays every Saturday
from 9 a.m. to noon in Dimond
Park. For more information, call
Anne Hayes at 231-9566.
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BY GORDON LAVERTY

H

illside living is a blessing
enjoyed by Leona Heights
area residents. With a
view of San Francisco Bay,
Oakland, and San Francisco,
viewscapes and skies provide
this historic area with unequaled visuals. From this
vicinity, John C. Fremont, at
one stunning sunset, viewed
the bay-ocean juncture and
bestowed upon it the memorable name, Golden Gate.
Lieutenant, later General,
William Tecumseh Sherman
passed close by on his return
in 1848 from a visit to Sutter’s
Mill to negotiate government
recognition of the Coloma
gold find, and Joaquin Miller
graced our local hills with
his poetic presence. But
accompanying these historic
and romantic memories are
the present realities of hillside
drainage, fire risks, and
excessive greenery crowding
our narrow roads.

Certainly the glories overshadow the problems. At dusk
several weeks ago, I hiked with
my son up Leona Canyon, over
fallen trees, along Leona Creek,
chortling following recent rains,
along eroded trail challenges
to sure-footedness and balance.
We emerged onto the upper fire
trail above Leona Park. What an
exhilarating moment to view the
lights of Oakland beginning to
twinkle as daylight faded. Some
people have to travel to the Sierra for peace and excitement,
and here we have it at home!
Yes, erosion continues and
sometimes clogs street drains
Yes, we continually maintain
the annual collection of erosion
materials that pile up on our
properties. Yes, we have concerns on super-rainy days,
when water rushes downhill
on our homes. And from time
to time, we have to question
some developments that we
believe would harm our area.
But what small costs compared
to the living experience!

Maxwell Park NCPC News
BY LUCIA LA ROCCA

T

he New Year starts with
changes for the Maxwell
Park NCPC. We say
goodbye to Lt. Denson and
welcome Lt. Golphin into our
ranks. Lt. Golphin has been
with OPD for 13 years and has
extensive field experience on
the streets of East Oakland.
Together, we will work to keep
our homes and streets safe.
Our NCPC is becoming
increasingly effective in working with the District Attorney’s
office to prosecute offenders
in our neighborhood. We are
improving communications
with OPD about arrests in our
community and then taking
action to have our voices heard
when prosecution begins. We
can make a difference.
One area of policing where
we have not had success is in
the Animal Control Division.
Apparently, Oakland Animal
Control is so understaffed they
are not even able to send a
representative to our NCPC to
speak with us. This is unacceptable. We have a problem with
roving packs of dogs and lone
dogs wandering unleashed. A
number of our neighbors have
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License #013414363

Full Days
Half-Day Programs AM/PM
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After School / Kindergarten Care
4359 39th Ave. • Oakland
(off Hwy 13 & Redwood Rd.)

(510) 531-1534

had their beloved cats killed
right in front of them. There
have been reports of having to
wait days to have a dead animal
removed from the street. This
is a health and safety issue that
we must deal with.
We still have problems with
loitering, noise, and alleged
illegal activities at the White
House Market Liquor store.
This has been a longstanding
problem, and we are hopeful
that with our new OPD officer
and a renewed effort by citizens,
we will make some headway
to restoring peace. It is possible
to operate a liquor store without
becoming a neighborhood
nuisance, and that is what we
require.
The community efforts to
stop condo development at
Simmons St. are still going
strong. A peer review was
obtained regarding the soil assessment, and the building is
now on hold! A victory, but
the battle is not over. Please
contact Aldecto Caldwell at
535-2024 for more information.
As you can see, we make a
difference, but we still have
much to do. Our next meeting
will be focused on prioritizing
our concerns and forming
committees to tackle those most
urgent. Please come and let us
know what issues concern you
most in Maxwell Park. Also,
bring ideas for action to be taken
about animal control. This is
the time to speak up so your
needs can be heard.
We meet the second
Wednesday of each month,
7 p.m., at Mills Grove Christian
Church, 5410 Fleming Ave.,
at the corner of Birdsall and
Fleming. Next month’s date is
February 14. See you there!

High Street Neighborhood News
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Harry Potter y la
Cámara Secreta at the
Melrose Branch Library
Early in January, branch
librarians returned from
a shopping trip to an independent bookseller almost
as excited as the young
readers will be when their
purchases are catalogued
and ready to be checked
out. Thanks to a generous
bequest donated by a neighbor, the library acquired
two Harry Potter books in
Spanish and a variety of
other books for children
and young adults.
Bring the whole family
to the Melrose Branch
Library, 4805 Foothill, on
Wednesday, February 7,
at 2 p.m., and come prepared to participate. Master
drummer and dancer Onye
Onyemaechi will recreate
a traditional African village
celebration in honor of
African cultural heritage
month.

New Year at Melrose/
High Hopes NCPC
Under newly elected leadership, the first Melrose/High
Hopes meeting of the (real)
new millennium began with a
lively open forum, a feature
designed to increase participation by NCPC members. Representatives of Community
Policing and Code Compliance
reported on the state of the
Beat and progress made on issues raised at earlier meetings.
During the coming year, the
group will be working on the
priority issues chosen last summer and further defined during
the all-day problem-solving
training session in October.
The NCPC congratulated
Councilmember Nate Miley,
our new District 4 Alameda
County Supervisor.

Planning a Safer City for
Oakland Pedestrians
Keep an eye out for Oakland’s
new Citizens’ Pedestrian
Advisory Committee. The
group was formed under
the auspices of the Oakland

Pedestrian Safety Project to
give the community a key role
in the city’s Pedestrian Safety
Plan. Committee members
will be canvassing NCPCs
and other community organizations about pedestrian safety
issues during the next few
months. Members from the
High Street area are Pat
Chellew, (Council) District 4;
Xochilt Garcia, District 5; and
Tom VanDemark, District 6.

Sign up for Early-Birds
at Brookdale Recreation
In response to popular demand, Brookdale Recreation
Center has scheduled a new
Early-Bird preschool session
on Thursday and Friday, from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Children
from three to five can learn
ABC’s, numbers, colors, and
join in cooking activities. The
program costs $25 and runs
until spring break. Older
children are welcome to join
the Center’s dance class free
of charge. It’s on Thursday
from 4 to 5 p.m. For more
information, call 535-5632.

Laurel Community Action Project News
BY DAVID FINACOM

Everett & Jones
Bid in Danger
Action Alert! It’s letter
writing time again
Having purchased the Laurel
Liquors building, Everett &
Jones has a bid in on the vacant
PG&E property next door.
They had planned to put
additional parking and a patio
on the lot.
As with the Laurel Liquors
building, there is again a competing bid for the PG&E lot,
and again L-CAP feels Everett
& Jones’ plans better serve
the needs of the community.
This time the competitor
is Bay Construction. Bay
Construction is the company
Everett & Jones used to improve its site at Jack London
Square. According to Dorothy
King of Everett & Jones, Bay
Construction now appears to
be interested in buying the lot
next door after she asked them
for an estimate on restoring
the Laurel Liquors building.
Bay Construction says they
plan to buy the lot so they
can lease it back to Everett
& Jones. However, Everett &
Jones’ realtor reports that Bay
Construction wants to build on
the site. If a construction company owned the site and could
not find any other use for it, it
appears that with a minimum
number of permits they would
be able to use the property for
a maintenance yard.
With community support
for Everett & Jones’ bid (and
known planned use), we
hope there will be no need to

speculate on another owner’s
plans.
Paul Chase, PG&E’s portfolio manager for the property,
has met with L-CAP in the past
and is aware of community
concern. His decision depends
in part on having written documentation of community concerns in the property file. Don’t
wait. Send your letter today!
Letters in support of Everett
& Jones should be addressed to
Paul Chase, Portfolio Manager,
Pacific Gas and Electric, Mail
Code N10A, P.O. Box 770000,
San Francisco, CA, 94177.
In recognition of Valentine’s
Day, L-CAP’s general meeting
has been moved from February
14 to February 21, Wednesday,
7 to 9 p.m., at World Ground
Café, 3726 MacArthur. Look
for flyers on the Boulevard
the week prior to the meeting

detailing agenda items.
In the spirit of a new year,
L-CAP is adding to our outreach efforts. All Laurel merchants have been added to
our mailing list, and discussions are underway for additional collaboration with the
Dimond Improvement Association. The Dimond district
faces some of the same issues
as the Laurel, including major
changes planned at the local
supermarket.
In December, Paul Wang,
an award-winning local architect and developer, presented
his proposal for a building
on the vacant lot at 35th and
MacArthur. Last summer, the
city, which owns the property,
issued a new Request for Proposals after negotiations with
a previous developer fell
continued on page 6
BOBBIE BOND

Leona Heights
Neighborhood News

Enjoying Everett & Jones ribs at the Laurel Neighborhood Council
potluck on December 14. Jennifer Tilton, visiting student and
Darryl Stewart, parliamentarian of the Neighborhood Council.
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Bret Harte’s Stripes
for Bikes
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To submit your orchid or onion,
call 531-6279 and leave a message
with details and your name and
phone number, or e-mail your
item to washpuno@msn.com
Orchids to the 30 or 40
community residents who wrote
letters to the Roberts family,
owners of the Laurel Liquors
building at the corner of High
Street and MacArthur Boulevard. Their letters were crucial
to the Roberts family’s decision
to sell the site to Everett & Jones
Barbecue. While not the highest
bidder, Everett & Jones was the
only one that promised to restore
and refurbish the historic Laurel
Liquors building (originally a
Safeway) rather than demolish it.
Onions to the blighters
responsible for discarding a dead
sofabed on the sidewalk in front
of the carwash on MacArthur
between Maybelle and High
Street (next to the Giant Burger).
The sofabed sat there for the
most part of December. To add
insult to injury, right before the
holidays, someone placed a dead
washing machine next to the
sofa to keep it company. Let’s
not encourage people to treat
our neighborhoods like a garbage dump. Report blight like
this immediately to the city.
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inally, after approximately
two years of countless community hearings, the City
Council, in its last session of
the millennium, unanimously
approved the restriping of
MacArthur Boulevard between
35th and Lincoln avenues.
The plan includes converting
double lanes between 35th and
Coolidge to single lanes merging
into the one lane that already
exists from Coolidge to Lincoln.
This is especially critical at the
Coolidge/MacArthur intersection, where traffic currently
is forced to squeeze into an
obstructed fast-moving curve.
Even more critical is the fact that
this corner is the main transfer
point for Bret Harte/Skyline
student commuters. Two
streams of bus and auto
traffic, zooming over 40 mph,
coming upon scores of young
crosswalkers with a lane reduction at a tight bend, is a disaster
waiting to happen. No more!
This spring, the strip will get

continued on page 6

THE METRO GETS AROUND

Orchids to Gwen Jackson,
Director of the Fruitvale Appreciating Cultural Exchange
(FACE) Safe Community Organization, for her leadership in
restoring Nicol Park. This joint
project of neighborhood and city
was dedicated on January 10.
Onions to Wells Fargo for
a lackluster job at maintaining
and servicing their ATM machines at the corner of Fruitvale
and MacArthur. Local customers
complain that they continue to
find all four ATM machines either out of cash or out of order,
especially on Saturdays.
Orchids to City Councilman Dick Spees for skillfully
managing negotiations to retain
the Dimond Safeway, with the
promise of a complete modernization beginning this spring.
Orchids to the kids (and
adults) who wear their safety
helmets while riding their new
kick-scooters and to the safetyconscious adults who bought
them their helmets. Recent statistics show the number of scooterrelated injuries has surpassed
bicycle-related and inline skating-related injuries nationwide.
An orchid for Jerry
Bowling, who took over delivery
of the Metro while Dal Sellman
was ill.

Suzanne Tipton, Advertising Director, was catching up on Metro
news while in Cienfuegos, Cuba in December.

HOLLIS KIM

B

new stripes and bike lanes, not
only giving parked residents
and visitors the freedom to open
their car doors in relative safety
but also to swap four wheels for
two if they’re just going down
the street to shop.
We hope that in a more pedestrian-friendly environment,
shoppers may eventually have
more stores to visit because new
investors should look upon this
mixed-use connection between
Laurel and Dimond as a good
place to do business. In any case,
things will feel a whole lot safer
with less traffic, all in cooperation with Oakland’s Bicycle
Master Plan, which projects future bike paths up Lincoln and
adjacent thoroughfares.
The Bret Harte Merchants
Association (BMA) wishes to
thank the East Bay Bicycle Coalition and Bret Harte/Joaquin
Miller Neighborhood Crime
Prevention Council for their
leadership in this effort, and to
thank everyone who gave their
time, another example of Bret
Harte’s vitality.
The BMA will meet to discuss
ongoing safety and commercial

Paulette
Avery,
R.N., M.S.N.

To Your Health

I

have no doubt that those of
you who smoke have heard
plenty of reasons why smoking is bad for you. In spite of
the warnings, you still smoke;
and although I have never been
a smoker, I have some understanding of how hard it must
be to break the addiction. So
I’m encouraging you to make
the choice to quit, hoping to help
you by approaching the subject
from a positive angle.
The following information
on the benefits of quitting comes
from a booklet titled, Clearing the
Air: How to Quit Smoking—And
Quit for Keeps, by The National
Cancer Institute, one of the
National Institutes of Health.
Did you know that it takes
just 12 hours after you quit for
your body to begin recovering?
Carbon dioxide and nicotine
levels rapidly decline, and your
heart and lungs immediately
begin repairing the damage
caused by the cigarette smoke.
You may not feel the difference
that quickly, but within a few
days you probably will notice
positive changes. Food becomes
more enjoyable as your ability
to taste and smell improves.
You find it easier to breathe,
and your smoker’s cough begins
to diminish.
But recovering from smoking
can be a rocky road for a while.
It might help to think of the
unpleasant symptoms you experience as positive signs that your
body is ridding you of the ill effects of your smoking. Remember, too, that the withdrawal
symptoms such as temporary
weight gain from fluid retention,
gums that feel dry and sore, irritability, hunger, and insomnia
will go away. Your body will
clear most of the nicotine within
two to three days. Long-term,
your health will be much improved with significantly lower
risk of stroke, heart disease,
chronic bronchitis, lung disease,
and several types of cancer.
Many aids exist now to make
quitting easier. Discuss your decision to quit with your doctor.
If you have tried to quit before
and know that the discomfort of
withdrawal is a major obstacle
for you, ask about medications
that can help, or get your
doctor’s recommendation about
nicotine patches that can wean

Smoke
No More
you more gradually. Be sure
to get emotional support from
family and friends, or join a
support group. Even if you
attempted to quit before, you
can be successful this time.
You can ease the process of
quitting even before you smoke
your last cigarette by mentally
preparing yourself. Your mind
is very powerful and can help
you succeed, especially when
you know that you truly
WANT to quit. That is your
most important first step,
establishing a strong desire
to succeed.
Next, set a target date for
quitting, and imagine how
proud you will feel that you
have done it. Spend 10 or 15
minutes every day thinking
about how wonderful it will
be when you are a non-smoker,
until you can feel the positive
emotion. See yourself happily
surrounded by friends and
family congratulating you on
quitting. Smell the pleasant
fragrance of your clean clothes
no longer smelling of stale cigarette smoke. Imagine yourself
enjoying all the extra money
you will have once you give up
the cigarettes, and think about
how you want to spend it.
When the temptation comes
to smoke, and it almost certainly will, find ways to help
yourself resist. Know that each
time you overcome the temptation, the stronger your ability
to resist will become. Develop
new habits that support your
decision to remain a nonsmoker. Exercise to improve
your mental outlook and keep
your weight down. Seek joy in
your life, and celebrate each
successful day. You can do it!
—————————————
Paulette Avery is a registered
nurse and a freelance writer
specializing in health issues.

Buy One
Get One

FREE!
Reg. Price

$

A LT E R N AT I V E S
I N T R A V E L

International & Domestic
Travel Tours & Cruises
CALL FOR MONTHLY SPECIALS

ARC

IATAN

4138 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland
Fax (510) 482-5171

(510) 482-5366

199

16-Oz Adjustable
Sprayer
with safety message.
Clear plastic with
red and white accents
W 209 619 F24

With this coupon while supplies last.
Not Valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/2001.

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
OPEN M-F 8-8, SAT 9-6
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AUTO REPAIR

SERVICES

Do you have a VW bug, Golf, Jetta, Rabbit?
For brake, clutch service and general repair, give me a call. Also
most other German and Japanese
vehicles. Frank Tulleners Automotive Service, 1421 High St., near
E. 14th (510) 533-3943.

Fast, neat interior painting by
woman. Free estimates, excellent
references, 534-9772.

FOR SALE
Avon Collector, call 261-6786.
INSTRUCTION
Bernice & Joe Playschool. For
18 years, play-based learning in
a home-like setting near Mills College. Quarter-acre wooded lot has
fruit and pine trees, a garden, 20foot sailboat, rocket ship, art area,
block area. Pre-reading, pre-math
enrichment, computer play, field
trips, F.I.T. gymnastics, Kindermusik. Socialization, verbalization
stressed. Bernice is an Early Childhood Mentor Teacher. Sibling, prepayment discounts. Lunch, snacks
provided. Ages 2 to 5 years. License #010214258. Brochure.
(510) 638-3529.

Classified Rates
The rate for classified ads is $.50
per word. Discounted prices
available for five- and ten-issue
frequencies. Please type or write
your copy clearly and mail it
with your check to The MacArthur
Metro, P.O. Box 19406, Oakland, 94619. Deadline is the
15th of the month. For classifiedad frequency discounts and
display-ad information, please
contact Suzanne Tipton at
287-2655, fax: 534-3429.

Oakland’s Secret Hideaway
Thai Food by Boon & Family

915 45th Ave, Oakland • 536-6303
(near the Vulcan Foundry)

Interior Painting. Jacob Hart, 5306247. Lic.#705262.
Video Services. We Can Transform
your slides, snapshots, and films
into a charming video—with music and effects. Or have a professional cameraman videotape your
social and business events. Call
Harold Lawrence at 530-0628.
African-American manicurist,
located in the Laurel District, specializing in manicures, pedicures
w/paraffin wax treatments, sculptured nails, silk and fiberglass
wraps. Over 15 years experience
and service in this area. Call
(510) 482-3229 for appointment.
Affordable local licensed therapist.
Individual, couple, family and
child therapy for the Metro/Oakland community. Everyone needs
help sometimes. Supportive; practical; sliding scale. Helen Montgomery Lockwood MFCC
#27283, (510) 874-4722.
Advanced easy natural weight-loss
program guaranteed. Send one
dollar to cover handling to: Diversified Enterprises, Box 19800,
Oakland, CA 94619.
Kamiya Construction. Additions,
remodeling, kitchens, baths,
decks, seismic & more! Free consultation. License # 546464. (510)
532-0193.
PCCS Personal Computer Consulting Service: Do you have the “Computer Blues?” On-site service repairs. Technical support. No obligation phone estimates. Desktops,
laptops, upgrades, repairs, software & operating system installations, (510) 326-1561.

Fruitvale Church Supplies Food
GORDON LAVERTY

METRO
CLASSIFIED ADS

BY GORDON LAVERTY

S

econd and fourth Saturdays each month, 11 a.m.
to noon, find food program
helpers of Fruitvale Presbyterian Church dispensing nutritious food to those in need in
the Laurel-Dimond district.
Church members, assisted by
local volunteers, turn an ordinary meeting room into a food
distribution center and lay out
categories of food selected for
good nutrition. Food is free
for those in need, the amount
limited to one good-sized bag
per person, with the patron
choosing the items wanted.
The church food program is
co-chaired by Linda Blackburn,
Hunger Action Counsellor, and
Annette Laverty, Registered
Dietitian. The Alameda County
Food Bank and donation/funding by church members are
primary sources of support.
Other sources include Bret
Harte Middle School and
Sequoia Elementary School
canned-food drive donations.

Laurel Losses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

that earned the loyalty of his
thousands of customers.
My family genuinely enjoyed talking with Don. He
almost always sported a big
smile and wanted to know how
we were doing. Even when we
thought we were too busy to
chat (after all, who’s not in a big
hurry to get home at the end
of the day?), we’d be glad we
took a few minutes to connect
with him.
Don was a great neighbor
and friend. He kept his shop
spotless and renovated his
historic neon sign. Once, he
opened his doors after closing so
we could pick up some clothes
we needed for the next day.
And then there was Scooter,

Food giveaway helpers Billy Davis, Mia Jackson, and Linda Blackburn (not shown) are
among regular helpers at the Fruitvale Church second and fourth Saturdays each month.

a southern gentleman as generous to my family as he was
round. He’d often give us a gift
like a calendar or key chain
when we’d pick up our car. One
time, he made a house call when
our Taurus wouldn’t start, simply scraping the battery connector instead of selling us a new
battery. He didn’t charge us a
cent. Another time, he laughed
when we told him a large retailer said we needed new
brakes. “I’ll sell you some new
brakes,” he said, eyes twinkling,
“but all you need are new pads.”
Neither Don nor Scooter ran
“sexy” businesses—they didn’t
sell designer clothes or even
designer coffees—but they
kept our cars running and our
clothes (and environment)
clean. They were woven into
the fabric of our daily lives, p
art of the engine that kept our
schedules running smoothly.

Great Coffee Comes to the Dimond

And although they didn’t heal
our bodies like doctors or keep
us safe like police officers, their
smiling faces made a world of
difference when we felt low.
My family is grateful to both
Don and Scooter for bringing to
the fore the importance of community and for showing us that
community comprises more than
family, friends, and neighbors.
It also includes businesspeople
with whom we share sometimes
small but often very significant
moments. It’s businesspeople
like Don, Scooter, and many
others that make our MacArthur
Metro community so special.
We’re grateful that Don’s
wife and son will keep Hi Hat
Cleaners going. Scooter’s son
may continue in his dad’s business, too. In any case, both Don
and Scooter will live on in our
memories and will be sorely
missed.

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

“Killer lattes! This place is totally cool”
—Ross Naton

FINE CANTONESE AND SZECHUAN CUISINE

Come See Why!
—

MA
—
R K ET P L AC E

•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE

Happy Valentine’s!
4245 MacArthur Blvd. Oakland
Take-Out or Reservation 530-8880 • 530-9898
Delivery Service Available
($20 minimum order and $3 delivery charge)

VISA

MasterCard

2224 MacArthur Blvd • 510.482.0299
Mon-Sat 6:30am-6:30pm • Sun 7:30am-2pm

$1.00 (16oz) Double Latte
with this ad. Limit 1 per customer. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/01.

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET
BREADS

•FINE FOOD DELICACIES
Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm
Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178

35th & MacArthur
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Calendar of Community Events
BY LISA HIRE, COORDINATOR

To list your event, please contact Lisa Hire by phone, 482-5466,
by e-mail, lisahire@poetic.com, or by mail, P. O. Box 20898,
Oakland, CA 94620. The deadline for submissions is the 14th of
the preceding month.

Marge
Laverty

February 2001
Official Ceremony to change name of Sloan St. to Bienati Way: Saturday, February 3, 12 noon, at Fruitvale and Sloan in the Dimond District.
Master Drummer Onye Onyemaichi: Wednesday, February 7, 2 p.m.,
Melrose Library, 4805 Foothill Blvd. Recreation of a traditional African
village celebration.
Dimond Improvement Association: Wednesday, February 7, 7:30 to
9 p.m., Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Call 532-1645 for
information.

Leona Heights
Garden Club Tip
of the Month

L

Laurel/Redwood Heights NCPC (beat 25X) 39th Ave. Group: Thursday,
February 22, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Chick’N’Coop Restaurant, 3840
MacArthur.

ook forward to spring
coming after the rains, and
begin to prepare your garden now as follows:
Continue cleanup, pruning,
and spraying jobs.
On pleasant days, prepare
your garden soil for planting by
reenergizing the soil, which includes digging and mulching.
This insulates roots, aerates
and conditions compact soils,
and provides a healthy growing
environment for all plants.
Coffee grounds serve as a
soil conditioner to open up
the soil, but food value to plants
is nil. While small quantities
would help, enormous amounts
(a one- or two-inch layer) would
provide too much tannic acid to
the soil. Also, soil bacteria
would spend years breaking
down the material for plant use.
Complete bare-root planting
this month. Before planting,
prune lightly to encourage new
and vigorous growth. Dip the

Bike Lanes

L-CAP

Classical Philharmonic Concert: Sunday, February 11, 3 to 5 p.m., Holy
Names College, Regents Theater. Call 350-3945 for information.
Maxwell Park NCPC: Wednesday, February 14, 7 p.m., Mills Grove
Christian Church, 5410 Fleming St. Contact Jose Dorado, 535-0577.
Melrose/High Hopes NCPC: Thursday, February 15, 7 p.m., Horace
Mann Elementary School, Congress and Ygnacio.
Beat 25Y NCPC: Saturday, February 17, 7 p.m., East Hills Community
Church, 12000 Campus Drive. Board of Directors meeting, area of
Redwood Rd., Skyline, Keller, and MacArthur. Call 632-6330 for
information.
American Baroque Orchestra: Sunday, February 18, 3 p.m., Holy
Names College, Studio Theater. Chamber music of Mozart. Call
436-1330 for information.
Laurel Community Action Project: Wednesday, February 21, 7 to 9 p.m.,
World Ground Café, 3726 MacArthur Blvd. Discussion of priorities for
2001.
Friends of Sausal Creek: Wednesday, February 21, 7 to 9 p.m., Dimond
Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Call 231-9566 for information.
Redwood Heights Improvement Association: Wednesday, February 21,
7 to 9 p.m., Redwood Heights Elementary School, 4401 39th Ave.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

plans for the Bret Harte district
on March 29 (last Thursday of

the month), at Ed Garcia’s
Purofirst Restoration office,
2860 MacArthur Blvd., 6:30
p.m. Refreshments served.
Please join us in this vital
discussion.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

through. Wang is the original
developer of the housing on the

Lynn A. Worthington, Broker

5942 MacArthur Boulevard • 510-562-8600

MAKING ENDS MEET
CHILDRENS RESALE STORE

New Wooden Puzzles

Winter
Clearance Sale

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
S TAT E FA R M
Auto
Life

fine soaps, and oils. February is
the time for best selection. This
hearty shrub generally needs
adequate chilling to grow well.
Good varieties for this area are
“Blue Skies,” “Lavender Lady,”
Angel White” (pure white flowers), and “Sensation” (purplered flowers edged in white).
Plant the shrubs individually
or in a line to form a hedge. The
lilac will leaf later in the month
and blossom in April. The fastgrowing plant thrives in full
sun and well-drained soil.
Avoid planting under trees.
Lilac requires very little maintenance and can grow to 20 feet
in height.
Oranges: For them to taste
sweeter, feed zinc sulfate and
rock powder, sprinkling material on ground under the tree,
and water in.
Potatoes: Grow your own
for maximum flavor by controlling the amount of fertilizer and
water, and eat them fresh. Potatoes are grown from seed potatoes (whole or cubed) available
from your nursery. The ideal
time to plant is four to six weeks
before the last frost of the season
(that’s about now). Surround
with chives as a border for
ready garnish. Varieties: “White
Cal” (for boiling, also great for
scallops, mashed potatoes, or
potato salad), “Nordonna” (red
skin with white flesh), “Norkota
Russet” (baking potato, more
disease resistant and very productive), “Yukon Gold” (early
potato, yellow flesh, and delicious, good in salads), “All
Blue” (new, gourmet, small variety, with purple skin and
purple flesh, good as a baker).

north side of 35th between
MacArthur and Wisconsin.
His proposal showed an excellent understanding of our area
and was well received by the
group. There would be space in

his building for a tenant such as
Ladyfingers Bakery. Next step
will be meeting with the city.
L-CAP’s message phone is
986-9021, and our Web site is
www.support.net/LCAP.

The Best-kept Childcare Secret in Oakland

Serving your neighborhood
for over 25 years with
30 professional Real Estate Agents
• If you are thinking of selling, we offer free property evaluation.
• If you are thinking of buying, we offer many 1st time buyer loan
programs with down payments as low as $500.
• If you are thinking of renting, call us for a list of rentals.
• If you are tired of managing your property, call us for professional
property management.

plants in a bucket of water containing B-1 transplant starter.
Don’t plant a ten-dollar tree in
a ten-cent hole: dig a hole, build
a mound of soil at the bottom,
set plant on mound, and carefully spread root system in a
natural downward position.
Important: If trees are planted
too deep, they will die. Locate
the bud union three inches
above ground level.
Water with the B-1 mixture.
Don’t let soil dry out. Begin
feeding when six inches of new
growth appears. Feed monthly
with fertilizer.
Grapes: You don’t have to
move to the Napa Valley to
have a grape crop. In our Bay
Area, there are two excellent
types to plant—Ruby Seedless
grape (sweet and crisp) and
Suffolk Red Seedless grape
(early and excellent variety).
Both require only around one
hundred hours of chill and are
self-fruitful.
Roses: Pruning is essential
to maintain the health of your
roses.
Pyracantha cuttings: Use
the hard wood, not the new
growth. Dip cuttings into a
rooting hormone and place
in sand, vermiculite, perlite,
or a combination of the three.
Keep moist until rooted. Make
several—they may not all root.
Chrysanthemums: Fertilize
old ones to force new growth.
Gladiolus: Plant groups of
bulbs one week and follow
with consecutive groups each
week, and you will have cut
flowers through the summer.
Lilac: Its irresistible scent is
a vital ingredient in potpourri,

AOCS The Association of Children’s Services
The Contractors’ Rental Center
Commercial Accounts Welcome
Builders • Roofers • Painters • Plumbers
Landscapers • Masons • Janitors
WE REPAIR & SERVICE POWER TOOLS

Ryder Truck Rentals • Open 7 Days
2969 MacArthur Blvd • 482-5545

3021 Brookdale Avenue (near Coolidge)
Oakland • 261-1076
• Serving Infants through Five-Year-Olds
• Diapers, Home-cooked meals, Naps and Nurturing Included
• 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Year-round Care
• Play-based Developmental Program Supporting Growth at Each Age
• Building children with Self esteem. Confidence and Social Competence

PRESCHOOL, PLUS ALL-DAY CARE!

NADER DAVARI

LAFRANCHI’S
LIQUORS

Member of
International Sterling Society

Your Friend
in Real Estate

Fire

INSURANCE

®

Fine Quality New and Used
Children’s Clothing

50% Off
Selected items

See your State Farm Agent:

3544 Fruitvale Ave. • Oakland
510-531-1135

Jain Williams
4222 MacArthur Blvd.
(510) 530-3222

Open Mon-Sat 10-5:30 • Free Parking

Auto • Home • Life • Health

25-50% Off School Uniforms

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

510-339-4795 Direct Line
510-382-9999 Residence
510-339-4791 Fax

Residential
Brokerage

Nature’s Bounty
Fresh from
Farm & Sea ...
We cook fresh fish & poultry
to order, while you wait!
Monday-Saturday 10am-7pm

Montclair Branch

510.482.1255

6137 La Salle Ave.
Oakland

Telephone Orders Accepted

4014 MacArthur Blvd.

Fine Wine
& Spirits
Domestic &
Imported
Beer
Imported
Cigars
Open 7 Days!
Sun.-Thurs. 8am-Midnight
Fri. & Sat. 8am-2am.
35th & MacArthur
482-8208
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SHARA ANDRON

Healthy Start Festival on January 18 at Bret Harte Middle School.

Left photo: Accompanist Kenen Webster, student Jeremy Steptoe and instructor Tacumba King treated the crowd to the sounds of African
drumming.Center photo: Marco Oseguera spins the die at the Club Live booth. Right photo: The Hip-Hop Dance Class (Ashley Garland,
Ashley Sherman. Desiaree Jackson, Samone Parker, Angelica Martin) entertained the crowd.

Happy New Year
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ergeant Rick Orozco and
his Community Policing
crew would like to thank
everyone for working so diligently with the police department to have community
concerns addressed. This past
year, there were many accomplishments in the Dimond,
Bret Harte, and Laurel Districts. Façade improvements
began on the Hillcrest, Oaks,
and Highlander Motels; the
restriping of MacArthur Blvd.
in the Bret Harte district is
scheduled to begin in early
spring (welcome bicyclists); increased lighting was installed
on upper 39th Avenue; the
Laurel District launched the
first phase of the Healthy Start
program; and a warm welcome
has been extended to the newest restaurant slated to open
in the near future, Everett &
Jones Barbecue.
The year 2001 will see new
priorities and goals. The Laurel
NCPC will move toward the
second phase of its Healthy
Start program. The 39th Ave.
group will focus its efforts on
two new buildings that are attracting nuisance activity.
The Bret Harte/Joaquin
Miller NCPC (BHJM) is focusing its energy on youth safety
by establishing a partnership
with students from Bret Harte
Middle School. It is also proposing façade improvements

for business located in the
“Gateway” to the Bret Harte
district. In addition, this group
is currently seeking officers
to work in partnership with
neighboring NCPCs, the police
department, and other city
agencies to address issues
impacting the community
such as alleged abuses from
the Martinique Club. The positions currently open are chair,
co-chair, secretary, treasurer,
and parliamentarian. A general
meeting will be held in March
to select new officers. Those interested in participating and/
or holding an officer’s position
can call me at 535-5691 or
615-5803. This group meets the
second Tuesday of the month
at 7 p.m. Meeting locations will
be announced. The next meeting for the Bret Harte/Joaquin
Miller NCPC is Tuesday, February 13, 7 p.m., at Purofirst,
2860 MacArthur Blvd.
If you have questions for
your Community Policing
Officer, please feel free to give
him a call:
• Dimond District, Officer
Mike Morse, 238-2054, ext.
111-7726
• Bret Harte District, Officer Terry Ward, 238-2054,
ext. 111-7696
• Laurel District, Officer
Paul Bernard, 238-2054, ext.
111-1335
Here’s wishing everyone
a happy and successful New
Year.

Maxwell Park
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

c) The drainage system
installed after the 1941 slide
cannot be counted on after 60
years of rusting and calcification, and in that period of
time, the physical characteristics of the hill would not have
improved.
d) The reports of borings
and descriptions of the site, in
the April report, did not match
with the data collected by city
engineers in the years after the
slide that was included in the
city’s own file.
e) The report ignores the
potential impact of the project
on the drainage of the hill.
Conclusions of the peer
review are that the project is
NOT FEASIBLE under the
present geotechnical recommendations. It calls for a thorough investigation of the slide
area by a Certified Engineering Geologist before sound
opinions about the safety of
the project can be made.
The neighborhood is grateful for the peer review’s call
for careful study of the area
before continuing. We recently
noticed a crew at work on the
site and asked what they were
doing. They were taking soil
borings for a geologist hired to
answer the questions raised by
the peer review. We anticipate
that the result of these studies
will be much more realistic
and will include more detailed

Since 1989

HUNAN YUAN
R E S T A U R A N T
Fine Chinese Cuisine in the Oakland Hills
Nutritious and Delicious Dishes. Fresh Ingredients.
No MSG. No Artificial Flavorings.

4100-11 Redwood Road

By the cup - By the pound

The best coffee
in town is
right around
the corner!
Mon-Fri: 5:30am-3pm
Sat-Sun: 6:30am-3pm

in Lincoln Square Shopping Center
Open 7 Days 11:30am to 9:30pm
Dine In

531-1415

Take Out

4008 MacArthur
(at 38th Avenue)

510-531-9921

and extensive requirements for
stabilizing the hillside than
were proposed in the original
plan.
A second version of the
Planning Department’s Initial
Study and Environmental
Review Checklist, dated 11/16/
00, still calls for a “negative
declaration,” claiming that the
proposed project “could have
NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT on
the environment.” We hope the
new geology study will change
their minds about the potential
for damage to the properties
above and around the project
site, and we are still ready to
“challenge” the project if it
returns to the agenda and if
the Planning Commission
approves it after hearing our
objections.
Our other major concern
is the developer’s request for
special treatment in variances
from the established zoning
in the neighborhood. Although
the present zoning on this
stretch of MacArthur limits
builders to two units per parcel,
the developer wants to build 14
attached units on five lots. The
plan calls for joining the lots
into one parcel, which requires
another exception, and would
allow for one common driveway to serve the whole project.
There is nothing remotely like
this in our neighborhood, and
we wonder why the architect
couldn’t have tried to design
five separate, charming, singlefamily, detached homes (possibly including a second “in-law”
unit) on each of those lots.
There is surely as much of a
market for pleasant homes as
for tightly packed apartmentstyle condos. It looks as if greed
overcame good taste.
We are watching and waiting for the next steps in this
process and are keeping up our
communication with our neighbors, the city, the developer,
and the media.
More wonderful Maxwell
Park neighbors have contacted
us since the last Metro article,
and we welcome all the support
we can get. My phone number
is 533-3003 and e-mail address
is Cohenstannaomi@aol.com.
Checks made payable to Beatriz
Perez-Stable can be sent to 3435
Simmons St., Oakland, CA
94619.

MONEY
HONEYS
The Metro acknowledges
contributions of $50 or more
by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey
for 10 issues. You keep our
paper alive and well.

Roussel Sargent
Betsy Callaway
David Locke & Cathe Read
Jacob & Linda Hart
Redwood Heights
Improvement Association
Dana Nojima
& Elaine Lyford-Nojima
First Covenant Church
Knud Danild
Jean Quan
& Floyd Huen
Michael Cooper
Beth Walukas
Mary Lee Peterson
Andretta Fowler
Ayda Lucero Fleck
Niccolo DeLuca
Nate Miley,
Councilmember District 6
Susan Harman
Nancy & Chris Meyer
Rebecca Kaplan
Jacob Hart & family
Christopher Warren
Nancy & Chris Meyer
Stan & Naomi Cohen
Chris & Nancy Fisher
Art & Barbara
Hildebrandt
Naomi Kamiya
Jacob Hart & Family
Joanna Roberts
Graham & Smilja Carter
Richard Banker
Peter Pan Nursery School
James Fey
Law Offices of Michael
Kinane
David Vahlstrom
Dorothy Okamoto
Janet Broughton
Dave and Shoshana
Finacom
Susan Jaeger
Pamela Calvert
& Helen Haug
Carole Ward Allen
John & Claud Elk
Phil & Kathy Caskey
Ignacio De La Fuente
for City Council
Anonymous

Mon-Fri
7:30am-3pm
Sat-Sun
8am-3pm

Breakfast
&
Lunch

4011 MacArthur Blvd. • 482-2715
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ow shocking and heartbreaking: In less than one
week, two Laurel district
business owners my family
had known for years were gone.
Don A. Denson of Hi Hat
Cleaners passed away on December 28, and Floyd “Scooter”
Wilson of Scooter’s Auto Repair
died January 2. Both had cancer.
Both had families, friends, and
customers who cared deeply
for them. And both were integral parts of our community.
Don and Hi Hat cleaned my
family’s clothes meticulously—
without hurting the environment.
The only dry cleaner in Oakland
to use environmentally clean
“no odor” technology, Don was
a pioneer whose work helped
our planet as well as our community. He’d decided to switch
to the new technology after

CORTESY OF AUDREY DENSON

Laurel District Suffers Losses, Customers Grieve
seeing so many of his friends
in the industry die of cancer because of their daily exposure
to toxic chemicals. Tragically,
Don was not spared the same
fate. But his groundbreaking
ways have rippled out and will
continue to impact thousands
in the Bay Area.
Don’s clean technology
earned him recognition in the
San Francisco Chronicle and other
papers, brought him business
from as far away as Vallejo and
Walnut Creek, and inspired the
Oakland City Council to pass a
resolution honoring his efforts
to improve our community’s
health and safety.
Throughout his career in
L.A. and Oakland, Don’s skill as
a dry cleaner attracted customers including Doris Day, Andy
Williams, and Bogie and Bacall.
But it was also his friendliness
continued on page 5

Don Denson with City of Oakland Proclamation honoring his efforts to improve our community’s health and safety.

Carol Robbiano

JIM GARDNER
CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • TERMITE
CARPENTRY • ENGINEERING
DRAINAGE • RETAINING WALLS
SEISMIC RETROFITTING
SETTLEMENT CORRECTION

DOROTHY OKAMOTO
Optometrist

STRUCTURAL REPAIR SPECIALISTS

3714 MacArthur Boulevard
Oakland 530-2330

510-655-3409
SINCE 1980

LICENSE#444635

MACARTHUR & HIGH

510-531-7000
ext. 292

Pay at the Pumps
• • •

Open 24 Hours
• • •

Tuesday Gas Specials

Call for my Buyer’s
or Seller’s Guide
if you are considering
a home purchase or sale.

Over 20 years in the Laurel District

4276 MACARTHUR BLVD.

530-7683

Top Ten Producer

Colonial Chapel
Funeral Directors

Check Out
Our Cool
Valentine’s
Day Gifts
and
Mardi Gras
Supplies!

FD-461

Locally Owned and operated Since 1941

BROCK’S
FLOWER
SHOP

Families Helping Families • Full Service Mortuary
All Faith Services • Pre-Arranged Planning • Personalized Service
Domestic and International Shipping Specialist

A Leader in Low Cost Traditional Memorial & Cremation Services
On behalf of the Staff at Colonial Chapel we wish to thank the Metro community for your
continued support. We will always be dedicated to those we serve.
Paul F. Scudder - Owner/Director FDR-646

EXTENDED
PLAYTOYS
Making
a difference,
just a little bit
at a time

Unique Designs
For All Occasions
Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Call 24 Hours/7 Days: 536-5454

4140 MacArthur Blvd.
(near Maybelle)

2626 High Street (between Foothill and MacArthur Blvd.) • Ample parking

(510) 530-1000

Hours: Tues-Sat 12:00noon-5:30pm
4004 MacArthur Blvd. • 482-5921
Email: woofiewoof@aol.com
Fax: 510.482.3921

We are happy to trade your toys
for store credit

ver

co
Dis

®

Family owned since 1933.

Your Natural Food Marketplace
For Your Healthy Life Style!
✓ ORGANIC PRODUCE
✓ NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT

Featuring estate and
organic coffee from around
the world, all natural
soup, salads, and sandwiches.

ON DUTY

✓ WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY
✓ HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,

Live Music
Sundays from 5-7pm

“Come on Down”

3726 MacArthur Blvd
(next to KFC)

482-2933

3033 MacArthur Blvd

Fruitvale Ave

6:30AM-9PM

Redwood Exit

Hwy 13

OPEN EVERYDAY

580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

Hwy 580

High St

3rd Wednesday of every month

SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS

35th Ave

Poetry Readings

580 East to
35th Ave
Exit

Conveniently located at
3033 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland • 482-3848
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat 8:30am - 6:30pm
Sun 10:30am - 5:30pm

FREE PARKING

