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Carolyn Burks, box clerk, greets stamp
customers at the Laurel Post Office. See
Boulevard Bites and more photos on page 7.
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A photographic rendition of what Leona Quarry would look like with solar panels.
BY CHERYL CHRISTIAN

P

rivately owned Leona
Quarry, situated in the
Oakland Hills off I-580,
could be converted into a
40- to 60-megawatt solar

Dennis
Evanosky

Shenanigans
on the Boulevard

A

few months ago,
Oakland’s police chief
Richard Word angered

farm. The idea comes from
the U.S. Department of
Energy’s “Brightfield” program. To date, local owners
and developers have proposed converting the quarry
into either commercial or

high-density residential space.
These are risky projects not
easily adapted to a site configured as a box canyon, with
restricted access and containing the hazards left from
almost a century of mining.

many in East Oakland when
he said that citizen apathy
contributed to neighborhood
crime. I wrote my Shenanigans
article that month citing example after example of police
apathy. The most galling incidents involved telling the
police of suspicious activity,
having the officer involved say
he or she will do something,
then watching the officer
drive off and do nothing.
Just before the Metro went
to press, I decided to pull
the article, based on some
very negative and somewhat
threatening comments that

a member of OPD made to
my neighbors. Since this
happened, I have had a series
of very positive experiences
with OPD.
Officers quickly responded
in full force when we caught
a burglar red-handed. They
went out of their way to see
to it that the thief returned
the stolen property and went
to jail. They even allowed us
a word with the little criminal.
We advised him never to
return to our neighborhood.
He has not.
It always delights me to see

In contrast, “Brightfields”
are actually “Brownfields,”
usually landfills or other
dangerous sites, which have
been covered with fields of
solar panels feeding energy
into the power grid of their
local communities. The point
of a Brightfield development
is that a piece of land, otherwise difficult to reuse, can be
inexpensively recycled into
a productive piece of real
estate instead of being fenced
off and abandoned. There
are Brightfields in Chicago,
San Diego, Sacramento, and
elsewhere.
What this means for the
quarry owners is that the
reclamation of the land, which
the state requires of them,
can be made simpler and
cheaper. The land could be
kept more as it is now, yet
still be developed.
The current residential
proposal by the DeSilva
Group requires them to
move a lot of rock, which is
expensive. The rock could

slide later on, so they must
also establish enough vegetation to anchor the rock and
prevent erosion. The DeSilva
Group is confident that they
can do this, but their responsibility ends when the land is
sold. The vegetation and
drainage must also be maintained after being planted. The
DeSilvas propose to establish
a Geologic Hazard Abatement
District (GHAD) to pay for
this maintenance instead
of a simple Homeowners’
Agreement. How popular the
GHAD will be with potential
new residents remains to be
seen, once they learn about
the characteristics of the
GHAD and that anyone in a
GHAD must by law disclose
it when selling their property.
In contrast, groundinstalled solar panels will help
protect the rocky land surface
from weathering and erosion.
Drainage is easier to control.
Maintenance of a solar farm
requires security to protect the
continued on page 7
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Try Clean Green Energy
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Come to the Laurel Sidewalk Sale

The Laurel Merchants Association invites all readers to our annual Sidewalk Sale Event
on Saturday, September 15. Join your neighbors and friends and explore all the shops,
services, and great food the Laurel has to offer. We will have activities for the kids
and live music, so put on your walking shoes and come on out! —Maureen Dorsey

Another Great Laurel Jazz Festival
Saturday, September 15 from 2 to 5p.m. at the Laurel School Cafeteria. Featuring
Vicky Grossi, Benny Rietveld and many more. Local musicians playing free of charge.
All proceeds to the Laurel Elementary School. Admission $10. —Toni Locke

Some of history we live. See story page 3.
Gordon Laverty, left, and Roger Johnson, both U.S. Army, in front
of General MacArthur’s C-54 at Nielson Field, Manila, 26 August
1945. Note insignia and stars on plane’s nose.

Your support helps keep the Metro alive! Become one of the Thousand Friends.
Sam Berry, Desley Brooks, Mary Lou DeLauer, Robin Goodfellow, Arthur Gray, Larry Gremillion, Tanya Joyce,
Rewanna and Charles Kimbrough, Carol Ann Kuelper, Roxana Labrador, Hoan Le Banh, Rose and Tom Luey,
Suzette Meredith, Sonja Proulx, Elizabeth Seaton, Carole Schein, Joan Trivitte, Laurie Umeh
You, too, can become a friend of the Metro. See page 2.
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The Laurel Book Store

HOT NUMBERS
CITY OF OAKLAND AGENCIES

BY ALBERT GOODWYN

T

he Laurel Book Store
will “highlight the community name,” according
to Luan Stauss, proprietor of
the soon-to-be-added neighborhood business.
Opening her venture as
a general bookstore with a
limited initial inventory, Luan
plans to add stock of “what
people say they want.” For
now, she has no plans to give
the store an overall theme
other than to serve the Laurel
District. She is currently constructing shelves, with help
from friends, and has set a
goal of opening September 15,
or possibly a few days before.

The location is 4100
MacArthur Boulevard, a
building of about 1,000 square
feet of floor space and former
home of East Bay Produce.
Luan says that the old sign
will come down. She has
received financial help in
starting this business from
the Small Business Administration, the Oakland Business
Development Corporation,
and the Service Corporation
of Retired Executives.
“I want to have a business
that serves the community I
live in,” she states, having
been a Laurel District resident
for over five years. Luan has
years of experience in book
trades. Besides having

ABAT—the Alcoholic 238-7103
Beverage Action Team

T

he Sheffield Avenue
Neighborhood Association will go before the
Oakland City Council on
September 11 to make their
case against the previously
approved Major Conditional
Use Permit. This permit will
allow a 41 percent enrollment
increase from 275 to 387,
and the approval for new
educational facilities of
24,000 square feet for the
Redwood Day School, a
private K-8 grade school on
a 3 1/2-acre site, located in
their neighborhood.

Shenanigans
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

officers parked in the
Albertsons parking lot near
where I live. They have thankfully chosen this venue to take
their breaks and do their paperwork. Their presence provides a sense of security.
Two weeks ago, however,
officer apathy appeared
again. I noticed some suspicious activity on my street.
I went to the Albertsons
parking lot and saw an
officer parked on MacArthur

238-4703

Abandoned cars

615-5713

O.P.D. Non-emergency 238-3333

Animal control

535-5602

Beat Health (drugs)

615-5808

Drug Hotline

238-DRUG

Noise Hotline:
238-6777
(Oakland CEDA,
property complaint line)
C.O.R.E.
238-6351
(Citizens of Oakland
Respond to Emergencies)

Luan Stauss, owner of the Laurel Book Store, opening this month
near 39th Avenue and MacArthur Boulevard.
worked in a bookstore, she
has also worked for a
publisher’s representative
whose office is in the Laurel

District. She has worked at
book fairs selling scholastic
publications and children’s
books.

Neighborhood Protests Planning Commission Permit
BY ROSE LUEY

Graffiti hotline

The Oakland City Planning Commission granted
the permit despite the
neighborhood’s concerns
regarding the ultimate
increase in traffic to already
congested streets, the proposed placement of new
buildings for 171 middleschool students only 25 feet
from abutting neighbors’
backyards, the lack of city
staff review regarding the
increased enrollment’s impact
on surrounding city parks,
and security issues for the
neighbors and the school
when blind spaces are created
by 13 one- and two-story

buildings that will be densely
built on the small site.
One of the residents who
will be severely affected by
the placement of a building
25 feet from her backyard is
101 years old and has lived
in her home since 1927. She
will have to endure the
boisterousness of 171 middle
schoolers every school day.
The Sheffield Avenue
Neighborhood Association
is an organization of residents
living on Sheffield Avenue,
McKillop Road, Sausal Street,
and Morrison Avenue, and
is a working-class neighborhood that has supported the

Boulevard. I told him of the
suspicious activity. He asked
me if I saw any crime being
committed. I said no. I was
just suspicious and would
appreciate if he could drive
by and check it out. Often an
officer driving by is all it takes
to make the criminals go elsewhere.
Well, the officer told me,
I did not see any crime. He
was not eager to get involved.
He did not want any lawsuits.
Is it really OPD’s policy not to
check out suspicious activity?
In the end, he agreed to
check out my suspicions. I

walked away satisfied. Then
a few minutes later, I watched
him get into his vehicle and
drive off down MacArthur
and away from my neighborhood. I resigned myself to
officer apathy. About 10 minutes later, I saw the officer
again. I questioned why he
never bothered to go by and
check out my suspicions.
Well, he let me have it. Who
was I to question someone
who put his life on the line every day, he wanted to know.
How could I possibly know
how busy he was? Besides, he

Redwood Day School in their
requests for variances to expand and to increase their
enrollment in 1994, 1996,
and 1997.
The association does not
support this new plan because
of the negative impacts on the
neighborhood and on the
quality of the residents’ lives.
To give your support or
to receive more information,
please call Sheffield Avenue
Neighborhood Association
co-chairs Lenore Gallin at
533-8381 or Stephanie
Woodbury at 261-7988.

Truancy Hotline

479-2199

Oaklanders Assistance 444-CITY
Center knows the answer
to all problems with city
and other governmental
services in Oakland.

PRIVATE AGENCIES
Safe Streets Now
(drugs)

836-4622

A Safe Place
(domestic violence)

536-7233

Conciliation
763-2117
Services of Oakland
(neighborhood disputes)
Sentinel Fair Housing 836-2687
(free landlord-tenant
counseling and
discrimination investigation)
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Maxwell Park NCPC News

G

reetings, neighbors! I
hope this month you
make time to attend
your Neighborhood Crime
Prevention Council. You will
be amazed at what’s happening in your own backyard.
Frequently, our sessions
are informative and positive
regarding the success of Community Policing. At other
times we vent our frustrations
about chronic problems that
seem insurmountable.
The month of July was a
difficult time for the neighbors of Maxwell Park. Our
crime statistics increased
dramatically. In May there
were two stolen vehicles in
our community; in July, there
were nine. Likewise, there
was an increase in auto burglaries from one in May to
seven in July. These high
numbers are unusual for us
since the OPD realignment
last year.
One of the benefits of attending NCPC meetings is
to find out what’s happening
so we can be more vigilant as
needed. Many neighbors are
unaware that there has been
a rash of burglaries just one
block away from their home.
So the people of Maxwell
Park and the OPD are on high
alert for suspicious activity.
You can find the crime statistics for your neighborhood
at www.oaklandpolice.com.
Your NCPC and community
beat officer can provide dates

Fun Child-Centered
Developmental Preschool
License #013414363

Full Days
Half-Day Programs AM/PM
Hot Lunch / Snacks
After School / Kindergarten Care
4359 39th Ave. • Oakland
(off Hwy 13 & Redwood Rd.)

(510) 531-1534

and locations of crimes.
We had a guest speaker
at our August meeting,
Officer Ronald Ward from
Alcohol Beverage Action
Team (ABAT). Officer Ward
was once our Community
Policing Officer, so it was
good to see him again. Our
area has a long history of
problems with The White
House Market—many
neighbor complaints ranging
from loitering to drugs.
Officer Ward is working
with us to help the Market
become a good neighbor or
close. The challenging part
of working with the system
is that it is so slow! Most of
us want immediate action.
Officer Ward is encouraging
us to keep the faith, and he
gave us some solid information on action currently
being taken by the ABC.
We will not give up or stop
applying pressure on the
city, county and state.
One neighbor has
reached her limit with city
services regarding a public
nuisance home in the area
and is leading neighbors in
a civil suit. This method has
been effective in dealing
with public nuisance residences in our city. OPD has
an officer who is available
to help any group of citizens
who believe they have exhausted all other resources
and choose this legal route.
Contact your NCPC for
more information.
We were very happy to
have Councilman Moses
Mayne present to hear all
of our issues. We gave him
a lot to digest, and we plan
to continue to call for his
support and assistance in
keeping our neighborhoods
safe and clean.
Our next meeting is
Wednesday, September
12, at 7 p.m., 5410 Fleming
Ave at Mills Grove Christian
Church. See you there!
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Family owned since 1933.

Your Natural Food Marketplace
For Your Healthy Life Style!
✓ ORGANIC PRODUCE
✓ NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT
ON DUTY

✓ WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY
✓ HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,
SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS

“Come on Down”
Redwood Exit

Hwy 13

Hwy 580

High St

580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

35th Ave

Fruitvale Ave

3033 MacArthur Blvd
580 East to
35th Ave
Exit

Conveniently located at
3033 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland • 482-3848
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat 8:30am - 6:30pm
Sun 9:00am - 5:30pm

FREE PARKING

BY GORDON LAVERTY

M

uch of history we
read, but some of
history we live. This
month’s column is history
lived by the writer. We solicit
similar writeups from Leona
Heights residents who wish
to contribute them for Metro
use. If interested, call Gordon
Laverty at 531-4860.
In late July 2001 I had the
privilege to donate a photo
I took while in the U.S. Army
in the Philippines in 1945
to the General Douglas
MacArthur Memorial in
Norfolk, Virginia. Here is
the story of the photo.
The atomic bombs had just
been dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, Japan, and as
a consequence, Japan capitulated by 14 August 1945.
General Douglas MacArthur,
for whom our MacArthur
Boulevard is named, was
Supreme Commander of U.S.
Army Forces, Pacific, and was
preparing to fly from Nielson
Field in Manila to Atsugi
Air Base in Japan, and on 2
September 1945, officiate at
the formal surrender agreement signing on the USS
Missouri in Tokyo Bay.
Because the war in the
Pacific was finally over, many
of us in MacArthur’s signal
intelligence group at San
Miguel, Tarlac, P.I. now had
time on our hands. On 26
August 1945, I had flown by
courier plane from Clark Air
Base about 60 miles north of
Manila into Nielson Field. My
mission was to return a book

I had borrowed earlier from
an Army buddy, Roger
Johnson, whose camp was
just two blocks from the airfield. I delivered the book
and was accompanied by
Roger back to the airfield for
my return trip to Clark.
We arrived at Nielson a

a C-54! We had another G.I.
take our photo by the plane,
using the old Kodak bellows
camera I had carried through
the New Guinea campaign.
No sooner was the photo
taken than up drove a big,
black, shiny limousine I’d
seen before in Hollandia,
GORDON LAVERTY

BY LUCIA LA ROCCA

Leona Heights Neighborhood News

General MacArthur, left, Col. Bill “Dusty” Rhodes, his pilot, and Col.
Courtney Whitney, Philippines Subsection Chief, all U.S. Army. After this
photo was taken, the party on MacArthur’s C-54 flew to Japan to receive
Japanese surrender on USS Missouri, 2 September 1945.

bit early for the courier flight
and, noticing a big, green aircraft parked nearby, found it
to be named “BATAAN” as
painted on the plane’s nose.
The name was accompanied
by five bright silver stars (a
general’s rank) and a painted
map of the Philippine archipelago. It was indeed General
MacArthur’s personal plane,

New Guinea. When the limousine was parked near the
plane, out stepped General
MacArthur himself and other
members of his official party.
Just before they took off for
Japan, I took the accompanying picture. I will never forget
the incident! As far as I know,
this was the only photo of the
event taken that day.

High Street Neighborhood News
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Melrose Library:
An Interim Manager and
a Broken Book Drop
When I stopped by the library, the staff was excited
about the arrival of Jane
Gonzalez, interim Branch
Manager. Jane comes to
the Melrose Branch from the
Business Information Center
at the Main Library.
September’s schedule includes two special Saturday
programs. On the 8th, Nicole
Atkinsen-Roach will host a
mini-African-American film
festival from 1 to 4 p.m.
A week later, Los Olmecas
will help celebrate Mexican
Independence Day with a
bilingual Ballet Folklórico
from 2 to 3 p.m. If you’re
looking for homework assistance for the new school year,
call the Branch at 535-5623
in mid-September.
Returning library books
on time is always a challenge.
It’s even harder since the
book drop at the Melrose
Branch has been broken,

limiting book returns to business hours. Let’s remind the
Library Administration that
fixing the book drop is high
on the customer-service
priority list. Call the Library
Director at 238-3281 or customer relations at 238-3271.

the park, our local creek, and
working with like-minded
neighbors. Bring your gloves,
a hat, and suntan oil, and
take home a new T-shirt.

Brookdale Rec:
Ready for Fall

If all goes according to plan,
we’ll be attending a dedication ceremony for a new Boys
and Girls Club on High Street
at the end of 2002. The Club
is looking at potential designs that will renovate the
interior of the Laurel Chapel
property and add a gymnasium. For now, entry to
the parking lot has been
cordoned off to discourage
dumping in the creek, and
the Club has hired a gardener
to keep up the property.

After extending the camp season though the end of August,
Brookdale Rec will take a
short breather before fall programs begin on September 17.
Preschool children (3 1/2 to 5)
are welcome at Early Birds
on Tuesday and Wednesday
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., free of
charge. Older youngsters can
participate in football or join
the ongoing band program.
Drop by, or call 535-5632 for
details.

Autumn Cleaning at
Courtland Creek
We’ll be celebrating the last
weekend of summer at the
Courtland Creek cleanup.
Come on down to Courtland
and San Carlos at 9 a.m., Saturday, September 15. Enjoy

Planning the New Boys
and Girls Club

Sorrow on High Street
The corner of Santa Rita
Street and High Street became an impromptu shrine
in memory of 20-year-old
Antron Crawford, who was
born and raised in the neighborhood where he was killed
early in August. On a light
continued on page 5
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Delicious Smoothies
Gourmet Deli
Espresso
Lincoln Sq. Shopping Center
(next to Safeway)

4100 Redwood Rd.

Serving your neighborhood
for over 25 years with
30 professional Real Estate Agents
• If you are thinking of selling, we offer free property evaluation.
• If you are thinking of buying, we offer many 1st time buyer loan
programs with down payments as low as $500.
• If you are thinking of renting, call us for a list of rentals.
• If you are tired of managing your property, call us for professional
property management.

Plenty of Parking

Lynn A. Worthington, Broker

510-530-8737

5942 MacArthur Boulevard • 510-562-8600
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Call for my Buyer’s
or Seller’s Guide
if you are considering
a home purchase or sale.
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From various places, cultures quite diverse,
Looked for the best in others, not the worst;
We’ve tried as best we could to get along
As members of but one race – understood
We’re only human, in this neighborhood!
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Joyce’s son, whom she has raised alone
Is growing tall. He’s good at basketball.
Maybe he’ll get a scholarship this fall
I’ve “treated” costumed youngsters every year,
Seen neighbors move away, new ones appear
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In the house next door to me but one
Lives Harry’s widow once a picture bride.
She bows to me as courtesy demands,
So sorry! I don’t understand
Her language either, but I bow and smile.

ve
le A
tva
Frui

Ma
cA
rth
ur
Blv
d

St
ol

Mister Garcia lives across the street
A few doors down. We wave a greeting
From the porch or walk.
We do not talk, though we would speak.
Except we do not share a mother tongue.

CLIP AND SAVE THIS LIST FOR EASY REFERENCE
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Just Neighbors by Helen Malkerson

were to be written into the
BAAQMD and operating
permits, and if so, when that
would happen, whether reductions included the 9.5
percent of nonmedical/government contraband waste
presently being burned, and
what reductions at the incinerator on High Street would
mean. Would the burning
actually be stopped and
alternative technologies
used, or would they be
moved to another lowincome community of color?
Members were also concerned that the Coalition had
not been informed about De
La Fuente’s press conference
and only learned about it at
the last minute through a
leak, and that the makeup
and goals of the Coalition
were being misrepresented.
The goals have always included safe jobs and not
shutting down the incinerator. Further, Coalition member Billy Trice, Jr. said, “De
La Fuente is representing the
Coalition as being all white
and against the workers.
I’m an African American,
and there are people of color
concerned with this idea.”
Cesar Alvarado of the Spanish Speaking Citizen’s Foundation was to meet with De
La Fuente and intended to
address these issues.
Anyone wishing to
find out more about the
Coalition or the incinerator
can call Oakland’s Center
for Environmental Health at
594-9864.

lvd
erey B
Mont

F

lanked by IES representatives, Sen. Don
Perata, and the mayor
of Alameda, City Councilmember Ignacio De La
Fuente announced on
August 14 that IES (Integrated Environmental
Systems) would reduce
medical waste incineration
by 70 percent within one
year. This announcement
came a week after a protest
by members of the Coalition
for Healthy Communities
and Environmental Justice
blocked access to IES and
resulted in several arrests.
The Coalition, as readers
of the Metro who have followed this story will know,
is made up of neighbors
in the Fruitvale and High
Street areas and activist
groups from throughout
the community.
At a meeting on the day
following De La Fuente’s
press conference, Coalition
members declared that the
announcement marked major

progress toward the goal
of zero dioxin emissions.
Earlier, the Coalition had
vowed to continue protests
to force IES to stop all
incineration and to replace
the incinerators with safer
nonincineration technologies.
“Still,” Brad Angel of
Greenaction noted, “it is a
significant turnaround from
the position taken by IES
General Manager Stryker
in face-to-face negotiations
on July 23. At that time he
informed the Coalition of
IES’s intention to keep the
incinerators operating at 100
percent capacity.” At Metro
press time, it was still unclear how the “70 percent
waste incineration” would
be enforced and exactly what
it meant. Although Angel
reported that Stryker said
a 25 percent reduction would
occur very soon and 70
percent would occur in six
months, Coalition members
had not yet seen the agreement. Concern was evident
over whether the reductions

Av
e

BY SHEILA D’AMICO

Metro Neighborhood Public Schools
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Coalition to Keep Pressure on IES
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1- Allendale Year-Round School .............. 3670 Penniman ......... 879-1010
2- Bret Harte Middle School ...................... 3700 Coolidge Ave. .. 879-2060
3- Calvin Simmons Middle School .......... 2101 35th Ave. .......... 879-2050
4- Fremont High School .............................. 4610 Foothill Blvd. ... 879-3020
5- Fruitvale Elementary School ................. 3200 Boston Ave. ...... 879-1170
6- Laurel Elementary School ...................... 3750 Brown ............... 879-1310
7- Maxwell Park Elementary School ........ 4730 Fleming Ave. ... 879-1390
8- Redwood Heights Elem. School ........... 4401 39th Ave. .......... 879-1480
9- Sequoia Elementary School .................. 3730 Lincoln Ave. .... 879-1510
10- John Swett Elementary School ........... 4551 Steele ................. 879-1560
11- Horace Mann Year-Round School ..... 5222 Ygnacio ............. 879-1360
12- Jefferson Year-Round School .............. 2035 40th Ave. .......... 879-1280
13- Elizabeth Sherman Elem. School ....... 5328 Brann Ave. ....... 879-1530

Shenanigans
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

told me, there had been a robbery at the 7-11. He drove off.
I went to the nearby 7-11
and asked if there had been a
robbery. The clerk looked at
me as though I had just landed
from the planet Zebo. When
I asked had anyone called the
police that day, the clerk said
no. I drove home to do what
my instructors at the Citizens’
Police Academy taught me:
Report the very type of behavior I had just experienced.
When I arrived on my street,
I saw the same officer in his
vehicle. It astonished and
angered me to see him look
neither left nor right as he
drove by the suspicious
activity and do nothing.
I called Internal Affairs
and spoke with a very helpful
sergeant. He assured me I
would hear from the officer’s
sergeant. Three weeks and
more have passed, and I
have heard nothing.
Is this an isolated incident?
Is there more of this sort of
activity out there that Chief
Word should know about
before he speaks out again
about citizen apathy?
Last month’s article about
trash in the Laurel brought
swift and interesting results.
The chief of staff for the
mayor and city manager,
Gilda Gonzales, called me.
Before the day was over, the

city had removed the tire
and trash from my street. The
piles of garbage at 35th and
MacArthur had disappeared.
I mentioned in the article
that someone had thrown
trash onto a vacant lot. This
vacant lot in our neighborhood was once the scene of
ongoing drug dealing, drug
using, and prostitution. These
conditions no longer prevail
because of a long campaign
of cooperation between the
community and many city
agencies, underscored by
Gonzales’ efforts in getting
the city manager and city attorney involved. At that time
we presented City Manager
Robert Bobb with a thank-you
plaque written in the five languages spoken on our block.
In last month’s article I
asked for some phone calls
about trash problems and
got an earful. I was wondering if anyone else might have
a story about apathetic police
officers. OPD has many dedicated officers, but the chief
should also know of the apathy on his force. An officer
offering to help, then driving
off and doing nothing, is no
solution to crime. I find it
particularly frightening when
an officer makes up stories
to cover his tracks. It scares
me, though, when the apathy
reaches the sergeants who
cannot call a citizen to check
on the behavior of their officers. Does that mean OPD condones such behavior? I don’t
think so. I hope not.

5

PHOTOS BY JODY BERKE

September 2001

METRO
CLASSIFIED ADS
AUTO REPAIR

RENTALS

Do you have a VW bug, Golf, Jetta, Rabbit?
For brake, clutch service and general repair, give me a call. Also
most other German and Japanese
vehicles. Frank Tulleners Automotive Service, 1421 High St., near
E. 14th (510) 533-3943.

Mendocino coast cottage: Charming, furnished, 1BR plus living room
sofabed, fireplace, fully equipped
kitchen. $90/night, $500/week,
$1850/month. (510) 482-5577.

INSTRUCTION

Interior Painting. Jacob Hart, 5306247. Lic.#705262.

Bernice and Joe Playschool. For over
20 years, play-based learning in
our home-like setting near Mills College. Earthquake retrofitted on quarter-acre wooded lot includes fruit
and pine trees, vegetable garden,
20-foot sailboat, two-story wooden
rocket ship, art area, block area.
Pre-reading, pre-math enrichment,
computer play, field trips, F.I.T gymnastics, music classes; however, we
emphasize socialization, verbalization. Sibling, pre-payment discounts.
Lunch, snacks provided. Ages 2 to
5 years. License #010214258. Brochure (510) 638-3529.
Piano Lessons: 25 years experience with children and adults.
Located in Redwood Heights.
Call for information or an interview-lesson. Andrea Simms,
336-1556.

Classified Rates
The rate for classified ads is $.50
per word. Discounted prices
available for five- and ten-issue
frequencies. Please type or write
your copy clearly and mail it
with your check to The MacArthur
Metro, P.O. Box 19406, Oakland, 94619. Deadline is the
15th of the month. For classifiedad frequency discounts and
display-ad information, please
contact Suzanne Tipton at
287-2655, fax: 534-3429.

Video Services. We Can Transform
your slides, snapshots, and films
into a charming video—with music and effects. Or have a professional cameraman videotape your
social and business events. Call
Harold Lawrence at 530-0628.
African-American manicurist,
located in the Laurel District,
specializing in manicures, pedicures w/paraffin wax treatments,
sculptured nails, silk and fiberglass
wraps. Over 15 years experience
and service in this area. Call (510)
482-3229 for appointment.

Handyman. Repairs, carpentry,
electrical, plumbing, painting, tree
trimming. (510) 530-2037.

will return next month.

LAFRANCHI’S
LIQUORS
Fine Wine
& Spirits
Domestic &
Imported
Beer
Imported
Cigars

Left to right: Claire Philips of Artspark, Anthelesia Cozart of Team
Oakland, and Erica Sheets of Artspark.

A Mural for Laurel
Elementary School

Anthelesia Cozart.

Affordable local licensed therapist.
Individual, couple, family and
child therapy for the Metro/Oakland community. Everyone needs
help sometimes. Supportive; practical; sliding scale. Helen Montgomery Lockwood MFCC
#27283, (510) 874-4722.

Garden Doctor. Consultation,
specializing in: creekside gardening; restoration of older gardens;
managing your maintenance gardener; how to take care of your
own garden without a horticulture
degree; $40/hour. (510) 5319558.

915 45th Ave, Oakland • 536-6303
(near the Vulcan Foundry)

To Your Health

SERVICES

Kamiya Construction. Additions,
remodeling, kitchens, baths,
decks, seismic & more! Free consultation. License # 546464. (510)
532-0193.

Oakland’s Secret Hideaway
Thai Food by Boon & Family

Claire Philips and Gerald
Calip Jr. of Team Oakland.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
S TAT E FA R M
Auto
Life

Team Oakland members practice their design skills for the Laurel School Mural.

High Street News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

pole hung two T-shirts:
“TWAN RIP,” framed by the
outline of a tombstone; and
the picture of a young man
with the inscription “K.O.
King.” Above them, a white
board with messages: “See
you when I get there,” “Love
You,” “Miss you 4 EVA,”
“Blue Dog 4500, High Street
Bank Boys.” At the base
of the pole, a plaid jacket,
black tennis shoes, a purple

scooter. On the sidewalk,
a single red rose, flowers
in a brandy bottle, stuffed
animals, an inflated plastic
Woody Woodpecker, a
baby’s bib. A Bible lay open
to Psalms 67 and 68 next to
memorial candles, a mini
New Testament, a religious
tract on death. Along the red
curb, a ring of Remy Martin
bottles provided a picket
fence. This was a memorial
for and by the young.
As of mid-August, the
police told me they were interested in any information

the public could offer about
the murder (call 238-3821).
—————————————
Adelle Foley can be reached by
e-mail at jasfoley@aol.com.

Footprint of Many and Maine Attraction present

The 1st Annual
Back—2—School
Fashion & Entertainment
Dinner
Proceeds to fund Back to School
Supplies and Uniforms for
Footprint of Many Children and Youth
Friday, September 7, 7:30pm-10pm
Redwood Heights Community Center
3383 Aliso Avenue, Oakland

Colonial Chapel
Funeral Directors

FD-461

Locally Owned and operated Since 1941

Fire

INSURANCE

®

Families Helping Families • Full Service Mortuary
All Faith Services • Pre-Arranged Planning • Personalized Service
Domestic and International Shipping Specialist

A Leader in Low Cost Traditional Memorial & Cremation Services
On behalf of the Staff at Colonial Chapel we wish to thank the Metro community for your
continued support. We will always be dedicated to those we serve.
Paul F. Scudder - Owner/Director FDR-646

Open 7 Days!
Sun.-Thurs. 8am-Midnight
Fri. & Sat. 8am-2am.

See your State Farm Agent:

35th & MacArthur
482-8208

Auto • Home • Life • Health

Call 24 Hours/7 Days: 536-5454

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

2626 High Street (between Foothill and MacArthur Blvd.) • Ample parking

Jain Williams
4222 MacArthur Blvd.
(510) 530-3222
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Calendar of Community Events
Marge
Laverty

HELP NEEDED
For another month, we have no coordinator for this column. Our
all-volunteer staff puts out the Metro month after month to make it
easier for people to be active in their neighborhoods. For this
work, the calendar provides a vital link, strengthening the network
of problem solvers. For example, two new residents attended their
beats 22X/22Y NCPC meeting because they saw the notice in the
Metro, the only NCPC notice last month because we had no
coordinator. By donating a couple of dedicated hours a month,
someone out there among our readers can add immeasurably to
the quality of our paper. Please call Toni at 530-8079 to volunteer. Other jobs are available. Just call.
To have your event listed, please contact the Metro no later than
the 12th of the preceding month at 287-2655.

Leona Heights
Garden Club Tip
of the Month
September Things to Do

September 2001
Neighborhood Crime Prevention Meetings
Dimond Oakmore/Woodminster/Temple Hill and Bret Harte/
Joaquin Miller NCPCs (beats 22X/22Y): Tuesday, September 11,
6:30 to 8 p.m., Purofirst, 2860 MacArthur Blvd. New Home
Alert Coordinator for the OPD, Officer John Bakhit, will again
speak.

Community Activities
Creek to Bay Day: Saturday, September 15, 9 a.m. to noon,
locations throughout Oakland. Free T-shirt to first 100 volunteers.
Call 238-7611, or go to oaklandpw.com/creeks for information.
Community Cleanup Day: Saturday, September 22, 7:30 a.m.
to noon. To join in, come to Walgreens on High St. at I-580.
Sponsored by Supervisor Nate Miley: Neighbors helping neighbors to keep our community clean. Equipment and refreshments
will be provided. To volunteer, call Darryl Stewart at 632-8775.

Divide and replant bird of
paradise. Divide bearded iris
if they are crowded or did not
bloom much last spring; break
off and discard older central
rhizomes with no foliage, allow young, healthy rhizomes
to dry (out of the direct sun
for several hours) so a callus
forms over the break before
replanting them (the same as
is done with geranium cuttings). Have other blooming
flowers available to fill in for

dry, open spaces in the bed.
Cut back fuchsias and trim
back Felicia daisies and marguerites as well as perennials
like bachelor buttons, delphiniums, pansies, and violas
to encourage a second bloom
in the fall.
Feed your houseplants
on a monthly basis. VF-11 is a
highly recommended fertilizer
(black and white bottle readily
available at stores). It is also
good as a spray on outdoor
plants as a fertilizer.
Water your garden in the
morning. It helps to prevent
fungal and bacterial diseases
in your garden and also conserves water. Exception would
be on those extra-hot days
when another early evening
watering is fine. Hanging baskets need to be watered daily.
In hot spells, twice a day is
not overdoing it. Plants in
containers should be watered
thoroughly. Use saucers to
catch overflow. Suck up excess
water with a turkey baster.
If soil is compacted, use a
Ross Root Feeder to deep-water and fertilize shrubs and
trees down to the level of the
roots of the plant, where it belongs. The addition of one

THE METRO GETS AROUND

Ongoing

tablespoon of Master Nursery
Soil Penetrant per gallon of
water will break down the
crust that sometimes develops
on the top of the soil during
the summer.
Build basins around shrubs,
trees, and even around vegetables that need wide spacing.
This will prevent runoff. Use
this guideline to build a basin
around your plants: A basin
that holds one gallon of water
for one-gallon-size plants, five
gallons of water for five-gallonsize plants, and 15 gallons of
water for 15-gallon-size plants.

Decorate Your Garden
Decorate your garden with
anything that appeals to you.
Antiques such as tools, toys,
figures, art pieces, watering
cans, red wagons, and even
old tub-type discarded washing machines, driftwood, and
mirrors can be artfully placed .
After all, it is your garden.
Spruce up your plainlooking fence by attaching
potted plants and fancy birdhouses. You can use colorful
ceramic pots and fill with succulents and cascading plants.
The pots are held by sturdy
holders. And you can wire on
driftwood. On a dark winter
day, your yard will sparkle
with color.

Tips for Uninvited Guests
at a Garden Barbecue
To repel mosquitoes, rub a new
sheet of fabric softener on your
arms and other exposed places.
To repel flies, put a sprig or
two of mint on the side of your
plate. Bugs don’t like the odor
of mint, but cats sure do, as
catnip is a form of mint.

True Grit: Seven Female Visionaries before Feminism: September
7 to October 21, Mills College Art Museum, 5000 MacArthur
Blvd. Museum hours Tuesday-Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Sunday noon to 4 p.m. Free.
In Spite of Everything, Spring: Jacqueline Lamba 1910-1993:
September 7 to October 21, Mills College Art Museum. See
above for details. Call 430-2164 for information.

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

Great Coffee Comes to the Dimond
“When I’m in town, I’ve got to have a ‘Diem Mocha’”
—R. L. Hensley, Santa Rosa

Come See Why!
—

MA
—
R K ET P L AC E

•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET

2224 MacArthur Blvd • 510.482.0299
Mon-Sat 6:30am-6:30pm • Sun 7:30am-4:00pm

$1.00 Off Any “Incredible Diem Mocha”
with this ad. Limit 1 per customer. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 9/30/01.

BREADS

•FINE FOOD DELICACIES
Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
Peruvian tour guide Ivan Gallegos and Metro photographer
Jody Berke peruse the Metro outside the cathedral in Cusco, Peru.

Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm
Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178

35th & MacArthur

Bill Miller
Your Area Real Estate Specialist
Relocation and Corporate Services Available
DOROTHY OKAMOTO
Optometrist

Neighborhood
Resident since 1980

510-534-4500
LandmarkCS@aol.com

3714 MacArthur Boulevard
Oakland 530-2330

Over 20 years in the Laurel District
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They Do
Windows!

By Toni Locke

Laurel and Redwood
Heights residents have been
receiving letters appealing
for support for a project
called either Childhood Productions Ltd. Of California,
Theatre for Youth Development, or Actor’s Studio,
located at the old building
of the Laurel Post Office
on Maybelle Street. Mr. Al
Amorino, President/CEO,
led a similar venture on
Fruitvale near International
Boulevard. After that failed,
he mounted another at
the church on the corner
of Brown and MacArthur
now occupied by Victory
Outreach. The program,
mostly Saturday movies,
candy sales, and no plays,
also failed. What will be
the fate of this third effort?

complaints, held in August
the first “town meeting” for
94619 patrons whose mail carriers are deployed from the
new Laurel location on High
Street. Some 40 residents were
ushered into the roomy work
area, fed well, and treated to
a smoothly operated session
where each complaint was
numbered and taken down
verbatim by a stenographer.
Mr. Barnes made promises,
one of which was to install
lock boxes in an apartment
building by noon the next
day. The Metro found Mr.
Barnes as good as his word.
Matching many tales of
poor, inefficient service were
many outpourings of praise
and affection for mail carriers.
The following week, Laurel
Branch Manager Jesse Land
told the Metro he was working
on the list of complaints daily.
He is available, together with
Ms. Gladys Evans, to hear
your problems. Walk in and

Once again the Metro
must apologize for failure
to print neighborhood responses to the postal-service
question. We have suffered
an unexpected loss of personnel. Thanks are due to all
who sent in messages both
pro and con. Many carriers
will find their ears burning
from the compliments they
received.

DAL SELLMAN

Lawrence Barnes, Oakland Postmaster, listens to Lila and Jack
Wahrhaftig of Redwood Heights.

Green Energy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Man Fung, new custodian at
the Laurel Post Office.

The Contractors’ Rental Center
Commercial Accounts Welcome
Builders • Roofers • Painters • Plumbers
Landscapers • Masons • Janitors
WE REPAIR & SERVICE POWER TOOLS

Ryder Truck Rentals • Open 7 Days
2969 MacArthur Blvd • 482-5545

panels and inverters, but most
other maintenance associated
with a typical power plant
is not needed. There are few
moving parts to a solar farm.
Solar panels are sturdy,
lightweight, and keep their
efficiency for over 30 years.
Traffic to and from the quarry
will be minimal, benefiting
commuters and the anticipated residents of the nearby
Oak Knoll development alike.
The largest photovoltaic
(PV) equipment manufacturer
in the world has sent their vice
president of manufacturing to
Oakland to look at the quarry.
He has proposed building
a manufacturing plant in
Oakland to provide the solar
farm’s panels. It would bring
new, long-term jobs to Oakland and possibly cheaper PV
panels for the mayor’s solar
rooftop program. With a PV
manufacturing plant in
Oakland, the city would net
roughly 50 percent more tax

The Metro acknowledges
contributions of $50 or more
by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey
for 10 issues. You keep our
paper alive and well.

Cleaner
Storefronts in
the Laurel
BY CAROLYN KNOLL, L-CAP

W

hat a difference
clean windows
make to a storefront!
Thanks to Team Oakland
and Laurel Hardware,
merchants along MacArthur
Boulevard between 35th
and High now have clean
windows, and it didn’t cost
them anything. Some of the
lucky shop owners are New
Concept, Marquardt Realty,
Graham & Co., High Street
Pharmacy, State Farm, Vista
Madera Feed & Tack, and
Dr. Okamoto’s office. For all
those who missed out, look
for Team Oakland and the
window-washing project
next summer.

DAL SELLMAN

DAL SELLMAN

Our Oakland Postmaster, Lawrence Barnes,
perhaps to stem the
community’s mounting

ask for him. Man Fung is
the new custodian pledged
to neat, clean grounds. Unfortunately, everyone knows
that funds and staffing are
not there for a big change
in the level of service. Many
problems are nationwide
in origin. But there should
be zero tolerance for substandard work on the taxpayers’
payroll.
Carriers for zip code
94602 are dispatched from
the West Grand station, not
Dimond.

MONEY
HONEYS

Toni Locke, Metro editor, watches as Gladys Evans, carrier supervisor,
greets Jerry Scheberies, whose car lot abuts the post office building.

revenue annually from the
solar proposal than from the
current DeSilva proposal.
California has funds available to get the plant built and
operational. Refinancing is
available once the sale of electricity begins. The loans will

“. . . the city
would net
roughly 50
percent more tax
revenue annually
from the solar
proposal . . .”
be paid off by selling electricity at “peak load” rates under
long-term contract. California
is committed to achieving a
balanced portfolio of natural
gas and renewable energy
sources for electricity. Either
industry will offer a blend, or
the state will buy from multiple sources to achieve the
power mix mandated by the

California Power Authority.
Oakland discussions with
the DeSilva Group began well
before any public announcement of their project, so there
is no level playing field for
other development proposals,
even ones better for Oakland.
A potential power plant developer wants the same kind
of assurances as the DeSilva
Group is getting before they
will make an offer on the
quarry land.
Last year Mayor Brown’s
manifesto, “Why Oakland is
the World’s Largest Green
Power City,” announced
his commitment to make
Oakland’s electricity come entirely from sustainable energy
sources free of CO2 emissions.
He said, “In the new millennium, each of us must take
responsibility to do our part
to cut pollution and reduce
global warming. Purchasing
green power is an important
first step.” Producing green
power is the next step.
For more information, visit
“www.oaklandncpc.org” on the
Internet.

Roussel Sargent
Betsy Callaway
David Locke & Cathe Read
Jacob & Linda Hart
Knud Danild
Michael Cooper
Beth Walukas
Mary Lee Peterson
Andretta Fowler
Niccolo DeLuca
Nate Miley
Susan Harman
Nancy & Chris Meyer
Rebecca Kaplan
Christopher Warren
Stan & Naomi Cohen
Chris & Nancy Fisher
Art & Barbara Hildebrandt
Naomi Kamiya
Joanna Roberts
Graham & Smilja Carter
Richard Banker
Peter Pan Nursery School
James Fey
Law Offices of Michael Kinane
David Vahlstrom
Dorothy Okamoto
Janet Broughton
Dave and Shoshana Finacom
Susan Jaeger
Pamela Calvert & Helen Haug
Carole Ward Allen
John & Claud Elk
Phil & Kathy Caskey
Ignacio De La Fuente
Anonymous
Richard Cowan & Kathleen Collins
Elmarise Owens, Cal Fed Bank
Katharine Samway
Lydia Palmin & Tom Daley
Richard Weinstein
Cherie Ivey
Ruth Malone & Terry Sayre
Utterman/Forster Family
Abelina Carmona & Teresa Croce
Lisa Ruhland & Michael Cowan
Bonnie R. Henriquez
MacArthur & High Trailer Park
Jeff Kelley & Hung Liu
Hamachi
Karen Marie Schroeder
Oakland Veterinary Hospital
Libby Jacobsohn & Jerry Bowling
Caffe Diem
Bill and Susan Bagnell
Barbara Reynolds
Joan Dark
Deborah Cooper
Vic and Nancy Miloslavich
Ms. Desley Brooks, Esq.
Nancy Sidebotham
Mike Carson & Ron Steigerwalt
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BY PEGGY WOODRUFF

A

mong grandparents
raising their grandchildren are many
incredible stories of effort
and determination to save
these children from “the
system,” as foster care is
known.
Just one among these is
that of a great-grandmother
in her eighties who, over
ten years ago, took the
responsibility of raising
her grandchild’s two
children. Both boy and girl
are now on the threshold of
those stressful teen years
that strain the patience and
energy of even young parents. Although the teen
culture is intimidating,
she reaches out for any resource that helps her keep

them out of foster care.
To help this effort, the
Association of Children’s
Services (AOCS) created
a support service, AGAIN,
located in the Fruitvale
Community at 3035
Brookdale Avenue, near
the corner of Coolidge.
At AGAIN meetings,
grandparents may
network and share
experience in handling
the challenge of parenting
again. AGAIN provides
childcare, scholarships,
social services, legal advice, respite care, and
parent education. Also
available are a small
library and speakers to
talk on issues confronting
grandparents and the
children in their care. So
that working grandparents can come, a monthly

COURTESY ASSOCIATION OF CHILDRENS’ SERVICES

AGAIN: Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

Grandmothers of AGAIN: (L to R) Marie Johnson, Hannah Johnson, Carmelita Taylor, Peggy Woodruff,
Rosie Munson, (glimpse on far right) Glendora Patterson, coordinator of program.
evening support group
meets every fourth Thursday
at 3035 Brookdale. Those in-

terested in attending may
call AGAIN leader Glendora
Patterson at 261-1076.

Childcare and transportation are available as needed
for attendees.

The Best-kept Childcare Secret in Oakland

AOCS The Association of Children’s Services
3021 Brookdale Avenue (near Coolidge)
Oakland • 261-1076
BREAKFAST
ALL DAY

• Serving Infants through Five-Year-Olds
• Diapers, Home-cooked meals, Naps and Nurturing Included
• 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Year-round Care
• Play-based Developmental Program Supporting Growth at Each Age
• Building children with Self esteem. Confidence and Social Competence

LUNCH
11AM -2:30 PM

Tuesday-Sunday 7:30am-2:30pm (Closed Mon)
3719 MacArthur Blvd (across from the KFC) • 482-2200

PRESCHOOL, PLUS ALL-DAY CARE!

NADER DAVARI

BROCK’S
FLOWER
SHOP

Top 10 Producer of 2000

MAKING ENDS MEET

Your Friend
in Real Estate

CHILDRENS RESALE STORE

510-339-4795 Direct Line
510-382-9999 Residence
510-339-4791 Fax

Back-to-School Clothing &
Doodle Board Lunchboxes

Fair Trade,
Organic Coffees
Fresh Fruit
Smoothies

New Wooden Puzzles

Scrumptious
Panini & Salads

Fine Quality New and Used
Children’s Clothing

Unique Designs
For All Occasions
Residential
Brokerage

Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Montclair Branch

4140 MacArthur Blvd.
(near Maybelle)

6137 La Salle Ave.
Oakland

(510) 530-1000

Brand New
Toddler and Booster
Car Seats

Expanded Space
DSL /Internet
Access
(MacArthur’s 1st!)

3544 Fruitvale Ave. • Oakland
510-531-1135

OPEN EVERYDAY

6:30AM-9PM

3726 MacArthur Blvd
in the Laurel

482-2933

Open Mon-Sat 10-5:30 • Free Parking

($20 minimum order and $3 delivery charge)

VISA

MasterCard

Day of Laurel Merchants
Sidewalk Sale—One Day Only!

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
OPEN M-F 8-8, SAT 9-6

e

September 15
9am to 5pm

ak

4245 MacArthur Blvd. Oakland
Take-Out or Reservation 530-8880 • 530-9898
Delivery Service Available
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Tuesday- Saturday 12:00noon - 5:30pm
4004 MacArthur Boulevard • 482-5921
Email: KomodoToyz@aol.com • Fax: 510.482.3921

Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies

Don’t Miss Our

Cool New Toys and Holy to
Horrifying Halloween Supplies!

• Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies •

FINE CANTONESE AND SZECHUAN CUISINE

• Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies •

Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies

