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The Last Wild Canyon
A Meeting with Priscilla Stuckey
of the Butters Land Trust
rather than enslaved. Fortunately, in Oakland we have
Priscilla Stuckey, president
of the Butters Land Trust, and
a varied board of enthusiastic
volunteers. Their mission is
to preserve Butters Canyon,
a critical part of the Peralta
Creek watershed located off
Joaquin Miller and one of
the last remaining aboveground creeks and canyons
in Oakland.
I spoke with her on a
recent evening in her cozy
Butters Canyon home overlooking the Bay. Ms. Stuckey,
an editor and writer, was born
in a small town in northwest
Ohio. A Mennonite by birth,

BY MEREDITH FLORIAN

A

Leona Quarry:
The Developers’ Plan
BY ALBERT GOODWYN

A

park in Leona
Quarry? A lake?
These are some concepts of the developers seeking to convert part of the
Quarry land to residential
and commercial use as a Resource Conservation Area.
The DeSilva Group
developers and the City of
Oakland expect to receive
the completed draft of the
Environmental Impact
Report on this project
sometime early this month.
After that, there will be a
45-day hearing period by
the City Planning Commission before any venture
can be approved.
DeSilva’s plans include
a two-acre village-square
park and a 6,000-squarefoot community center. The

continued on page 4

Coach Brown at Bret Harte
COURTESY DE’ANDRE CHERRY

Priscilla Stuckey and Sapphire take a walk along Butters Canyon.

s a child in the early
1960s, I was taught to
love nature by a roaring, unpredictable creek and
its myriad creatures we were
fortunate to have in our backyard. It is long since gone—
no more multitudes of tiny
striped frogs for kids to catch
and release, no more herds of
baby toads making the patio
inaccessible in spring, no
more fruit tree-lined banks.
Only a thin strip of cement
remains—a culvert to prevent
flooding. Perhaps if an energetic activist had taken up
the cause, this watershed area
would have been preserved

architects’ drawings show
winding streets and trails
linking 545 medium- and
low-density residential
units, some freestanding
and some townhouses.
According to Aidan
Barry, Senior Project Manager for the DeSilva Group,
the building will not extend
any higher than the first
ridge currently visible from
I-580. Some of the building
will include 10,000 square
feet of commercial space.
Live/work spaces are also
planned. Another 31 freestanding residential units
would be constructed at the
very top of the quarry in a
strip currently vacant. This
is between existing houses.
The new units would front
along Campus Drive. The
steep hillside area would be
stabilized with vegetation of
continued on page 9

Coach Roy Brown with De’Andre Cherry.

BY D E ’ANDRE C HERRY, 8TH GRADE
AT BRET HARTE MIDDLE SCHOOL

M

y name is De’Andre
Cherry. I am in the
eighth grade at Bret
Harte Middle School. I would
like to tell you about one of the
most influential teachers in my
life, Mr. Roy Brown. Most students call him Coach Brown.
Coach Brown is a native
of Oakland. He came from
a hard-working family that
included his parents and a
brother. Even though they
were not wealthy, he was
always well dressed and went
to school. He wanted to make
his parents proud and was
always on the honor roll. He
says school was fun for him.
Coach Brown told me
that when he was young he
wanted to be a professional
basketball player. He earned
a scholarship to St. Mary’s
College because of his grades
and basketball skills. He
played the small forward
continued on page 9
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Shenanigans
on the Boulevard

C

hange on the site of
the old Laurel Liquors
and Roberts Tires at
MacArthur Boulevard and
High Street has been delayed
again. The neighborhood
has been eagerly anticipating
the opening of an Everett &
Jones restaurant there. Over
two months have passed,
however, since a promised
September 1 groundbreaking
for this popular restaurant
at one of the neighborhood’s
gateways.
According to one source,
Everett & Jones owner Dorothy King has decided to
put the deal on hold for
now. Calls to King went
unanswered.
The property has served
as quite a battlefield over
the past five or six years.
First, the High Street Neighborhood Alliance teamed up
with the Laurel Community
Action Project to rid the
neighborhood of a tenant at
Laurel Liquors. Many of us
witnessed this tenant selling
illegal drugs, selling liquor
to minors, and promoting

restaurants—not a fast-food
affair but a genuine sit-downand-enjoy-yourself (and
those world-famous ribs)
establishment. Dorothy King,
head of the family business,
came forward and purchased
the Roberts Tires and Laurel
Liquors site.
One piece of property
remained to complete the
site, and it belonged (and still
belongs) to PG&E. The utility

“. . . the entire
corner began to
go to seed.”
company had long abandoned the property that it
once used as a maintenance
yard and had put it up for
sale.
Unexpectedly, the very
company that King had hired
in the past to make capital
improvements on her
restaurants put a bid on the
property. The Laurel Community Action Project and
Dick Spees got involved.
As a result, PG&E backed
away from the construction
company’s offer and decided
to accept King’s.
Then PG&E went into
bankruptcy, and the utility
company put the sale on
hold. As far as I know, that
sale remains on hold and is
one of the reasons that King
has backed off.
Between PG&E’s bankruptcy and today, King has
had even more headaches.
The authorities claim that

the soil on the site is contaminated. From the 1930s until
the construction of Interstate
580 in the late ’50s, gas stations were found on every
corner of Redding and High
streets. This entire intersection no longer exists as it
once did. Highway construction workers carted the gas
tanks and the soil around and
underneath them to a landfill
further along on the new
interstate—the site of the
present-day Kaiser Hospital.
Despite this, the authorities insisted that there were
gas tanks and contaminated
soil on the property. King
spent time and money to
locate the tanks but found
nothing. The state insists that
there may be tanks under the
road that leads straight past
the property toward the Hayward entrance to I-580 but
say they will not dig up the
road to investigate. King may
be forced to pay even more
money to seal off her property from contamination she
should not be responsible for.
After PG&E’s bankruptcy,
the expense incurred over
the soil contamination, the
turn in our economy toward
a recession, and, finally,
the events of September 11,
it may be that King has had
enough. Dick Spees announced at a recent interdepartmental meeting that
refinancing is being negotiated to take the bite off
King’s pocketbook.
In the meantime, one of
the gateways to the Laurel
sits forlorn and decaying.

Great Christmas
Gifts including
Locally Produced
Merchandise
Fair Trade,
Organic Coffees
OPEN EVERYDAY

Scrumptious
Panini & Salads
DSL /Internet
Access
(MacArthur’s 1st!)

HOT NUMBERS
CITY OF OAKLAND AGENCIES
ABAT—the Alcoholic 238-7103
Beverage Action Team

6:30AM-9PM

3726 MacArthur Blvd
in the Laurel

482-2933
order online:
www.worldgrounds.com
Would you rather be unauthorized or towed at the Laurel Post Office?

How to Reach
the Metro
WRITE US A LETTER. Send
your comments to Letters
to the Editor, MacArthur
Metro, P.O. Box 19046,
Oakland, CA 94619.
GIVE US A CALL. Our voicemail number is: 287-2655.
Letters may be edited for
length or clarity. Please include name, address and
phone number. We do not
print anonymous letters.

Graffiti hotline

238-4703

Abandoned cars

615-5713

O.P.D. Non-emergency 238-3333

Animal control

535-5602

Beat Health (drugs)

615-5808

Drug Hotline

238-DRUG

Noise Hotline:
238-6777
(Oakland CEDA,
property complaint line)
C.O.R.E.
238-6351
(Citizens of Oakland
Respond to Emergencies)
Truancy Hotline

479-2199

Oaklanders Assistance 444-CITY
Center knows the answer
to all problems with city
and other governmental
services in Oakland.

PRIVATE AGENCIES
Safe Streets Now
(drugs)

836-4622

A Safe Place
(domestic violence)

536-7233

Conciliation
763-2117
Services of Oakland
(neighborhood disputes)
Sentinel Fair Housing 836-2687
(free landlord-tenant
counseling and
discrimination investigation)
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DAL SELLMAN

Dennis
Evanosky

prostitution at two nearby
motels. We once caught him
red-handed buying liquor
from minors, who had stolen
the goods from the Lucky
store in the Laurel. The Oakland Police Department’s Beat
Health Unit and the city’s
code-compliance officers
got involved and helped close
the liquor store. The building
has been vacant since.
A number of fast-food
restaurants attempted to
open on the corner. Opposition from neighborhood
groups stopped McDonalds
and El Pollo Loco from taking
over the site.
Then the Oakland Heritage Alliance got involved.
The Mediterranean Revivalstyle building from the early
1940s had housed one of the
city’s first Safeway stores.
OHA tagged the structure
with a “C” classification,
making it more difficult for
any new owner to simply
demolish the structure.
In the meantime, Roberts
Tires, which is located next
door, closed, and the entire
corner began to go to seed.
Once I complained to the city
about the broken windows at
the site. The inspector called
me and said he would not
order the property owners
to fix the windows because
“they would just get broken
again.” A call to Dick Spees
got both an apology from
the errant inspector and the
windows fixed.
Then came good news:
Everett & Jones was looking
at the site for one of its
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Leona Heights
Neighborhood News
BY GORDON LAVERTY

W

hat a change in the
world scene during
the lives of the last
two Metro editions! The
emergency number 911,
when changed by adding a
slash to 9/11, has added a
whole new dimension to
our vocabulary. Flags have
sprouted out of houses and
car antennas, and flag pins
on tunics have taken on
deeper meaning since the fall
of the World Trade Center
towers and commencement
of the war against terrorism.
In our neighborhood I notice
that we are waving to each
other more in the sense of
“glad we are together, neighbor” feelings.
Leona Heights is an historic neighborhood, but it is
also a neighborhood destined
for future change. Lots in
our area are filling in with
new and modified housing.

We sit close to or atop the
several-hundred-feet-wide
trace of the Hayward Fault.
We will be impacted by
whatever development
occurs on the Leona Quarry
site, and increasing traffic related to Highways 580 and
13 will affect us. Yes, population growth, political, and
geologic event potentials will
continue to be in our planning as we move into 2002.
Emergency planning and
neighbor-to-neighbor communications and assistance
programs will occupy our
Improvement Association
committee work in the new
year, as well as continued
work with the Hill Area
Coalition in other spheres.
We will continue intergenerational experience-sharing.
And to our understandably
parochial views for our own
neighborhood, we shall add
a broader view of the good
of our city, Oakland.

Friends of Sausal Creek
BY A

N N E

H

A Y E S

The Stream Flows and
the Plants Grow
Some say that in California
the new year truly begins
with the first rains. If that’s
the case, then we’ve already
celebrated New Year’s Day.
Hip, hip, hooray!
Sausal Creek carried the
fall’s first storm flows successfully. Many people were
watching because a major
stream-restoration project
was completed in Dimond
Canyon in late October, a
project of the City of Oakland
with support from the California State Coastal Conservancy and the Alameda
County Flood Control and
Water Conservation District.
One of the people watching as the rains came down
was Jill Marshall, a hydrologist who works for the Regional Water Quality Control
Board. Here’s how she described our creek: “During
the height of the rain, I went
to look at the restoration
project. Ahh, what a beautiful
sight! The project was working beautifully, with the logs
deflecting flow, the rock

structures directing flow, and
the brush layers dissipating
energy. And the erosion control was awesome. Not a
speck of dirt was moving
from the hillsides. The erosion
control blankets were blanketing every bit of the hill slopes
and were fastened down tight
enough for a nor’easter.”
The erosion-control measures that Jill describes were
needed because, along with
modifications to the creek
channel, changes were made
to the slopes beside the creek.
The bay trees were pruned to
allow in more light, some acacia trees were taken out, and
a great deal of bushy undergrowth was removed, leaving
some pretty bare slopes in
Dimond Canyon. The next
step will be to replant those
slopes—and that’s where the
Friends of Sausal Creek (and
maybe you) come in.
Starting December 1, the
Friends will be planting in
Dimond Canyon every Saturday morning. The plants we’ll
be putting in the ground come
from a new native-plant nursery at Joaquin Miller Park,
which the Friends began to
continued on page 6

High Street Neighborhood News
B

A

Y

D E L L E

F

O L E Y

Melrose Library:
Relating to the
Urban Environment
A library should be a beacon
of light—a sanctuary for its
patrons and staff of all ages
and backgrounds. But the
safe haven was violated at
the Melrose Branch late in
October when a group of
young people attacked a
teenage volunteer and injured an adult staff member
who went to his aid. This
incident brought together
representatives of the NCPC,
Library Administration, Police Department and nearby
Fremont High School. The
library scheduled safety
training for the staff, hired a
security guard, and plans to
install video cameras at the
branch. The community’s
consciousness of the Melrose
Branch and Fremont High
has been raised along with
the library’s awareness of its
urban surroundings. Both the
library and the NCPC have
intensified their outreach to
their neighboring high
school. This is a serious issue
that must be addressed by all
elements of the community
and city staff. The solution
must change the environment surrounding 48th Ave.
and Foothill Blvd. and the
behavior of all those who
share this slice of Oakland

. . . and Providing
Programs for All Ages
On Saturday, December 8,
at 1 p.m. in the library auditorium, Hiroshi Kashiwagi
will discuss his experience as

a young internee at Tule Lake
during World War II. This
timely presentation, dealing
with public perception of
“foreigners,” resonates after
the events of September 11.
The year will end on a lighter
note as Bay Area favorite
Yolanda Rhodes presents
a family-oriented Kwanzaa
program of African stories,
music, and dance on Thursday, December 27, at 4 p.m.
Both programs are at the
Melrose Branch on 48th Ave.
and Foothill Blvd.

Welcome Back
to the Book Drop
I’m delighted to report that
a new, sturdy book drop has
been installed for those of us
who can’t always return our
books when the branch is
open. You can’t reach it
from your car, but the unit
is farther from traffic and less
likely to be damaged.

Melrose/High Hopes
NCPC: a New Meeting
Place for 2002
Speakers at the last meeting
of the year included representatives of the Mayor’s Office,
Code Compliance, the Parole
Department, and the Police
Department (discussing the
proposed reorganization).
The election of officers was
postponed until January, but
nominations are open. If you
want to nominate someone
or volunteer to run yourself
for President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer or Membership Coordinator, call
Tom VanDemark at 436-4545,
or come to the next meeting.
After listening to Librarian

Jane Gonzalez, the membership voted to hold its meetings at the Melrose Branch
Library during 2002.

Plan for Winter
at Brookdale Rec
As the days grow shorter,
Brookdale Recreation
Center’s thoughts turn to
basketball. Youngsters in
the fourth to sixth grades can
sign up the first week of December. After-school practice
will begin in mid-December,
and the season will last until
February. A new session
of Early Birds will begin in
January. Three-to-five-yearolds will find games, crafts,
and snacks on Monday and
Tuesday from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. For more information,
drop in or call 535-5632.

Drop In at a
Mini-Creek Cleanup
Rather than waiting for the
two annual citywide creek
cleanups, the High Street
Neighborhood Alliance
joined forces with the Discovery Center to organize smallscale cleanups. The first took
place in mid-November,
concentrating on the
Brookdale end of the creek.
It’s hard to believe that the
first thundercloud plum trees
(at Courtland and Congress)
were planted nine years ago,
but they began the transformation of the area near the
creek. Prime mover Rosetta
Egan, working with Rich
Bolecek, will set the schedule
early next year.
—————————————
Adelle Foley can be reached by
e-mail at jasfoley@aol.com.

Laurel Merchants Association News
BY MAUREEN DORSEY

T

he Laurel Merchants Association will have their
annual holiday sale this
year on Saturday, December
8. Activities for children are
scheduled at the Victory
Outreach parking lot, and
free pictures with Santa will
be taken at various locations
along the Boulevard that day.
We encourage all readers to
come out and walk along
our street, visiting the shops
and services offered.

LMA would also like to
thank some special people
who help us be successful
in our businesses. Those are
our employees. Some of these
employees are family members, some are just ourselves
and all are our friends. We
small-business owners work
hard and appreciate the
assistance of our employees
because we realize how important it is that everyone
connected to the business
serves the customer. Many of
you readers know the longtime employees of Laurel

businesses, and we ask you
to join us in our appreciation
of their contributions.
Future LMA activities
include a business-safety
seminar with the communitypolicing section of Oakland
Police. Continued street redesign activities will occur with
our CEDA rep. Our next
board meeting will be Thursday, December 6, at 7:30 a.m.,
at the Full House Café.
For information about
LMA, call Dr. Maureen
Dorsey at 530-1353, or
Lease Wong at 482-5921.

The Best-kept Childcare Secret in Oakland

AOCS The Association of Children’s Services
3021 Brookdale Avenue (near Coolidge)
Oakland • 261-1076
• Serving Infants through Five-Year-Olds
• Diapers, Home-cooked meals, Naps and Nurturing Included
• 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Year-round Care
• Play-based Developmental Program Supporting Growth at Each Age
• Building children with Self esteem. Confidence and Social Competence

PRESCHOOL, PLUS ALL-DAY CARE!

BREAKFAST
ALL DAY

LUNCH
11AM -2:30 PM

Tuesday-Sunday 7:30am-2:30pm (Closed Mon)
3719 MacArthur Blvd (across from the KFC) • 482-2200
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Priscilla Stuckey
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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If readers know of a business or
individual deserving mention in
this column, please e-mail the
particulars to bpbond@aol.com.

Orchids and a welcome
to Luann Stauss, owner of
the new Laurel Bookstore on
MacArthur at 39th Ave. Luann
has a great selection of new
fiction and nonfiction books
for both children and adults.
If the book you want isn’t
currently in stock, Luann will
get it for you within a few
days. Why travel to one of
the megabookstores when you
can get what you need right
here in the neighborhood?
Orchids and congratulations to Catherine Nichols,
Diamond Library’s Branch
Manager. Catherine received
floral and monetary tributes
and Oakland’s Outstanding
Supervisor Award at a City
Hall presentation. Welldeserved, we might add.

Orchids to Joe Marsh,
Oakland city worker, who secured a new trash container in
the vicinity of the vandalism.

Orchids to Lu Tillian,
owner of the beauty shop,
Shouting Out, who is organizing the “Shop till You
Drop” sidewalk sale, which
will occur on MacArthur on
December 8.

BROCK’S
FLOWER
SHOP
Unique Designs
For All Occasions
Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm
Sat 10am-4pm
4140 MacArthur Blvd.
(near Maybelle)
(510) 530-1000

R.N., M.S.N.

To Your Health

H

ere we are, again approaching the height
of the cold-and-flu
season. Like last year, the flu
vaccine is arriving late and
is in short supply, due once
again to problems in the
manufacturing process. And
because of the concern about
anthrax, there is likely to be
greater than usual demand,
although the two are unrelated. The Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) now recommend a flu shot for everyone
50 years old and above, for
pregnant women who will
be at least three months pregnant during the flu season,
and for anyone at high risk
due to chronic disease or
decreased immunity. Beyond
getting the flu vaccine, you
can do many things to help

“You can do
many things to
help yourself
stay healthy.”

Onions to vandals who
widely scattered debris over
Redwood Road.

Orchids to John Stewart,
a Supervisor with City of Oakland CEDA Program who enlisted the cooperation of the
auto supply store, Auto Zone,
to have them paint the back of
their building to remove graffiti. The Auto Zone is also taking steps to restrict access to
the back of their building to
prevent future problems.

Paulette
Avery,

JODY BERKE

B

she believes that working for
social justice is her birthright.
After moving to Oakland to
attend graduate school in the
fall of 1994, she quickly found
her cause when she rented a
small apartment in the Butters
Canyon area. She fell in love
with the canyon and eventually moved into her present
home in 1998 with her husband, Jim.
Before the Stuckeys moved
in, the previous owners had

their members beyond five
in order to increase their resources and their diversity.
“We need city business
people and financial advisors.”
All financial contributions
to the trust are carefully scrutinized. The contributions
must be broadly funded in
order to maintain their status.
“All of the donations cannot
come from four or five
people.” The organization is
currently focusing its fundraising energies on a fifth of
an acre on Butters that was
almost sold to a developer

Priscilla Stuckey’s organization focuses on preserving a delicious
half-mile stretch of canyon with a seasonal creek extending from
Robinson to Butters Drive.
warned them that they would
find tires or other “large
items” in the creek. They
found more debris than expected and organized a group
of volunteers to clean it up.
In the fall of 2000, Ms. Stuckey
became involved with the
Friends of the Last Wild Canyon. But since the surrounding creek land was privately
owned, she realized that the
only way to preserve it was
to form a land trust, a private
nonprofit organization empowered to preserve natural
resources. Her organization
focuses on preserving a delicious half-mile stretch of canyon with a seasonal creek
extending from Robinson to
Butters Drive.
As we sat on the floor of
her living room studying a
map of the Oakland watershed, I asked her how a land
trust is developed. “The easy
part is filing papers with the
Secretary of State.” The succeeding steps are arduous
and complicated. As required, Butters Land Trust
currently has a board, but
they would like to increase

last March. When the deal
fell through, Ms. Stuckey and
her neighbors raised $50,000
towards the purchase of the
property. They are hoping
to be granted an additional
$25,000 from a private foundation.
While rescuing plots
from developers is critical,
making agreements with
existing owners of green areas is equally important.
Hence, Butters Land Trust
will attempt to establish
“conservation easements”
with neighbors. As Ms.
Stuckey explains, conservation easements are a legal
agreement between a landowner and the land trust to
protect natural resources.
The landowner determines
the area and the requirements, “usually not to develop a certain part of the
land, although the agreement
can be more specific.” The
conservation easement is
then written into the title
of the land forever.
With a conservation easement in place, property values decline somewhat since
continued on page 11

yourself stay healthy. Read
on for my suggestions.
I am among a growing
number of health professionals and others who believe being an optimist and a positive
thinker is probably the best
thing you can do for your
health. When you feel good
about yourself and life, you
are more likely to behave in
ways that benefit your health.
On the other hand, when
you are experiencing negative
emotions, there seems to be
an adverse effect on your
immune system. That is not
to say that you should repress
these emotions. Instead, express your feelings and move
onto something positive as
quickly as you can. As I suggested in last month’s column, do things that make
you feel good, and focus on
the positive aspects of your
life as much as possible.
For more specific things
you can do to stay healthy,
consider these suggestions
from Dr. Andrew Weil, taken
from the November issue
of his newsletter, Self Healing.
First, wash your hands

THANK YOU
NATIONWIDE
INSURANCE

for sponsoring the
Oakland Soccer Club
“POWER GIRLS”
and saving me $300
on car insurance.

Stay Healthy
for the
Holidays
and Beyond
frequently to help eliminate
the bacteria and viral germs
we pick up from touching
objects used by others. As
Dr. Weil points out, we have
all heard this advice many
times, but few of us actually
follow it. You can cut the
chance of developing a cold
or other respiratory infection
by 45 percent simply by
washing your hands four
or five times a day. And you
don’t need to use antibacterial soap; regular soap will
do. As an alternative when
a sink isn’t available, clean
your hands with an alcohol/
glycerol wipe.
Next, get plenty of sleep.
Lack of sleep adversely affects your immune system.
When you haven’t slept well,
take time to do relaxation
techniques or meditate to
help boost your immunity.
However, sometimes, in
spite of doing all we can to
maintain good health, an illness manages to take hold. In
that case, try these strategies
from Dr. Weil that can help
to shorten the duration of a
cold or the flu or even eliminate it. At the first sign of a
cold, begin taking the herb
echinacea. Take either one
teaspoon of the fluid extract
or two capsules of freezedried extract four times a
day, and continue taking it
until your symptoms disappear. He doesn’t recommend
taking echinacea daily because it has not been shown
to be helpful as a preventive
for colds.
If you feel the flu coming
on, try taking an extract of
European elderberry or a
homeopathic remedy commonly sold in stores as
Oscillococcinum. Dr. Weil
reports that in clinical studies
done in Israel, a bout of flu
was cut in half for those
who took a product called
Sambucol, an elderberry
extract in raspberry syrup.
Although I haven’t tried
Sambucol, I have been taking
elderberry extract in capsule
form for several years when
I feel an illness coming on
and find it effective. An
additional benefit is that
the elderberry has no side
effects. The Oscillococcinum
comes in the form of sugar
pellets impregnated with the
homeopathic remedy. Follow
the instructions on the package for either of these remedies.
I wish each of you a wonderful holiday season and a
very happy and healthy new
year!
—————————————
Paulette Avery is a registered
nurse and a freelance writer who
specializes in health issues.
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AUTO REPAIR

SERVICES

Do you have a VW bug, Golf, Jetta, Rabbit?
For brake, clutch service and general repair, give me a call. Also
most other German and Japanese
vehicles. Frank Tulleners Automotive Service, 1421 High St., near
E. 14th (510) 533-3943.

Interior Painting. Jacob Hart, 5306247. Lic.#705262.

HELP WANTED
Tutors Needed Now for new Laurel Elementary School on-site tutoring program. Early- to mid-afternoon slots available. One day a
week ok. Please call our Parent
Resource Center at 879-3656,
leave msg. for Elizabeth.

Video Services. We Can Transform
your slides, snapshots, and films
into a charming video—with music and effects. Or have a professional cameraman videotape your
social and business events. Call
Harold Lawrence at 530-0628.
African-American manicurist,
located in the Laurel District,
specializing in manicures, pedicures w/paraffin wax treatments,
sculptured nails, silk and fiberglass
wraps. Over 15 years experience
and service in this area. Call (510)
482-3229 for appointment.

INSTRUCTION
Bernice and Joe Playschool. For over
20 years, play-based learning in
our home-like setting near Mills College. Earthquake retrofitted on quarter-acre wooded lot includes fruit
and pine trees, vegetable garden,
20-foot sailboat, two-story wooden
rocket ship, art area, block area.
Pre-reading, pre-math enrichment,
computer play, field trips, F.I.T gymnastics, music classes; however, we
emphasize socialization, verbalization. Sibling, pre-payment discounts.
Lunch, snacks provided. Ages 2 to 5
years. License #010214258. Brochure (510) 638-3529.
Saxophone & Piano. Play music
for the joy of it! Have fun learning
jazz, blues, improvisation. Patient,
supportive teacher. Ages 10 & up.
Speciality Adult beginners Eva
436-0504.
RENTALS
Mendocino coast cottage: Charming, furnished, 1BR plus living room
sofabed, fireplace, fully equipped
kitchen. $90/night, $500/week,
$1850/month. (510) 482-5577.

Classified Rates
The rate for classified ads is $.50
per word. Discounted prices available for five- and ten-issue frequencies. Please type or write your copy
clearly and mail it with your check
to The MacArthur Metro, P.O.
Box 19406, Oakland, 94619.
Deadline is the 15th of the month.
For classified-ad frequency discounts and display-ad information,
please contact Suzanne Tipton at
287-2655, fax: 534-3429.

Affordable local licensed therapist.
Individual, couple, family and child
therapy for the Metro/Oakland
community. Everyone needs help
sometimes. Supportive; practical;
sliding scale. Helen Montgomery
Lockwood MFCC #27283, (510)
874-4722.
Kamiya Construction. Additions,
remodeling, kitchens, baths,
decks, seismic & more! Free consultation. License # 546464. (510)
532-0193.
Garden Doctor. Consultation,
specializing in: creekside gardening; restoration of older gardens;
managing your maintenance
gardener; how to take care of
your own garden without a
horticulture degree; $40/hour.
(510) 531-9558.
Gentle therapist in the Laurel/
Maxwell Park area. Individual
and couples counseling. Sliding
scale. Lesbian/gay friendly.
Paula Bender, LCSW 510
536-2636.
Fast, neat, interior painting by
woman, 534-9772.
The People Before Profits Poetry
Prize honors poetry that inspires
others to work for social justice.
First Prize: $200 and Two
Honorable Mentions receive publication in our ezine, In Our Own
Words. Send 3 poems, SASE and
$10 reading fee by 3/1/02. Burning Bush Publications, P.O. Box
9636, Oakland CA 94613,
www.bbbooks.com.

BY SHEILA D’AMICO
Editor’s note: Metro readers are
familiar with District 6 candidates Moses Mayne, incumbent,
and Nancy Sidebotham, challenger, from previous issues.

W

hen Desley Brooks
was in sixth grade,
she organized a
fundraiser to benefit the
American Civil Liberties
Union. “We raised the immense sum of $100,” she
says, and that piqued her
political interest. But even
before that, she knew she’d
be an involved citizen. “We
were raised to do service, and
I had the example of my father
who, as a student, was editor
of the African American newspaper at UCLA.” So it isn’t
surprising that, at 16, she interned in then U.S. Representative Ron Dellums’ D.C.
office. Later, she worked as
a legislative staff attorney in
Washington State and for
the Public Defender’s Office.
In Oakland she worked for
HUD and the INS.
Now, she’ll be running
for the Oakland City Council
District 6 seat currently held
by Moses Mayne. But even so,
she says, “When I moved to
Oakland in 1989, I was not
looking to run for office.”
Having lived in the district
for 10 years, she sees where
she can make a difference.
“This district is marginalized.
I remember when we moved
to Seattle, a welcoming committee came. They brought
homemade bread. There was
a neighborhood eatery, a
grocery store. In this district
there is only one major grocery store, Albertson’s on
High Street.”
“I recently took the Planning Commission’s bus tour
of several developments of
affordable housing in West
Oakland and East Oakland.
But ‘affordable’ often means
we are just putting very lowincome people together but
not also assuring needed services and infrastructure. We
need to look at inclusionary
zoning. It’s clear, too, that
one problem of the district is
blight, and blight is a magnet
for crime.”
Brooks believes that crime
is an issue that most people

Desley Brooks.
can see in this economically
diverse district that stretches
from High St. to 82nd and
from the hills to the estuary.
But sometimes it’s more difficult to see the hidden impact
of illegal activity. A recent
ride-along with the Oakland
Police Department as they
chased a suspected drug
dealer reminded her of the
complete disregard that some
people have of their fellow
citizens. Even an activity
that seems innocuous to
some people such as the
sideshows, where drivers do
“donuts” and other antics in
the streets, “might not have
been a major issue 15 years
ago. It wasn’t dangerous
then, but now it’s dangerous
and hurtful to the economy—
it has an economic impact.”
In many parts of the district, Brooks observes, even
health issues of low-income
people affect the economy
and impact basic services.
She noted that the fire department near Eastmont Mall
is the busiest in the city because of calls to 911. It seems
that residents unable to

afford health insurance and
routine health care call 911
for transport to emergency
services. This, of course, increases costs to the city but is
symptomatic of another basic
issue of economic disparity.
Brooks adds ruefully, “Well,
even if I am elected, I won’t
be able to fix everything.”
She notes some positive
aspects such as the expected
revitalization of Eastmont
Mall with Home Depot and
Albertson’s. This will be a
model of what to do with
an old, failing retail plaza.
“The Mall already contains
social services and offices
of nonprofits, including a
branch of the Oakland Public
Library and an office for the
Oakland Community Organizations.”
For the former quarry,
she believes that the current
proposal for housing needs
to be smaller. “Housing is
a conforming use, but
565 houses is too many.
I don’t agree with widening
any roads. The owners
need to be responsible for all

Bill Miller

Carol Robbiano

Your Area Real Estate Specialist

510-531-7000
ext. 292

Relocation and Corporate Services Available

Neighborhood
Resident since 1980

Desley Brooks—Another
Candidate for District 6
COURTESY DESLEY BROOKS

METRO
CLASSIFIED ADS

510-534-4500
LandmarkCS@aol.com

Call for my Buyer’s
or Seller’s Guide
if you are considering
a home purchase or sale.

continued on page 6
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“One person
can make a
difference.”
Overall, however, the situation is not all that bleak. Not
yet anyway. There are 10
empty storefronts among the
approximately 84 retail establishments in the five-block
Dimond business district.
In other words, somewhere
around a 12 percent vacancy
rate. Not too bad, though
some of the vacancies are
rather large.
What with the economy
slowly sinking and unemployment slowly rising, it
is anyone’s guess as to what
lies in the immediate future.
Neighborhood residents are
concerned but are not sitting
idly by. Several initiatives are
in the works:

Little things mean a lot

Dimond merchants and
residents are getting assistance from Stephanie FloydJohnson and Keira Williams
at the city’s Community
and Economic Development
Agency. Funding can be
sought for streetscape improvements. Neighborhoods
also can get help enticing the
new businesses they desire.
Local shoppers benefit, as
do city-budget coffers, when
healthy businesses rather
than empty storefronts line
the city streets.

And every one of them
is at the intersection
when I am
More than 18,000 vehicles a
day travel through the
Fruitvale/MacArthur intersection. There are too many
buses, too many cars stopped
illegally at the Wells Fargo
ATMs, and too many people
who seem to require the entire roadway when making
their left or right turns. There
is only so much space, and
there are many different agencies involved in straightening
out this bottleneck. Alternatives are being considered.

One person can make
a difference
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”H

oliday Open
House” at Peralta
Hacienda celebrates traditions of many
lands in Oakland’s birthplace.
Traditional holiday
decorations and new ones
from around the world, stories from far-off lands, and
treats both savory and sweet
will be part of festivities at
Peralta Hacienda’s “Holiday
Open House” Saturday, Dec.
15, 12-3 p.m. Two live choruses will serenade; there
will be special activities for

kids, and visitors will have a
chance to view the exhibition
“Faces of Fruitvale” at this
year’s culminating event of
the Hacienda’s Community
Heritage Project. For more
information, contact Holly
Alonso at Peralta Hacienda
Historical Park, (510)
526-0712.

Metro Neighborhood Public Schools
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construct this summer with
support from the City of
Oakland. The Friends have
been holding workdays at the
nursery every Saturday since
it opened in July, and we’ll
continue to do so this fall and
winter. It’s a wonderful site,
perched at the top of the watershed with a view down
to the estuary. As we move
our current inventory into
the canyon, we’ll be making
way for more cuttings and
flats of seeds. The palette of
plants we’ll start this winter
includes shrubs that, if all
goes well, will be placed in
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the ground a year from now.
To learn more about the
Friends, come to a workday.
It’s a great chance to meet
other community members,
explore your watershed, and
have fun being out-of-doors.
Join us in Dimond Canyon
(meet at the El Centro
trailhead) or at Joaquin Miller
Park (follow the signs to the
nursery) any Saturday at 9
a.m. The nursery is also open
to groups of students on
Wednesday mornings. For
more information, visit the
Sausal Creek Web site at
www.aoinstitute.org/sausal.

infrastructure so it doesn’t
burden residents. Designreview controls need to be in
place, and the community
needs to look at what they
would get in mitigation.” As
for the solar proposal, she still
thinks the environmental impact needs to be looked at
and all the information surrounding the proposal discussed. If it’s a viable proposal
after all that, she’d be willing
to work with the owners.
Of course, one of the big
issues is, can she get elected?
Brooks believes her energy
and compassion, determination to listen, and especially
her ability to articulate and
advocate on behalf of the district, along with her experience and knowledge of how
government functions, will
motivate people to vote for
her. She’s already been to
crime-prevention meetings
throughout the district, is
out collecting signatures,
meeting with people, walking
precincts, working at neighborhood cleanups, and at a
flu clinic (where this interview
was conducted).
“I have several endorsements already, including
Toni Cook, Dan Siegal, Phil
Tagami. There are 26,000
registered votes in the district.
Less than 5,500 persons voted
in the last special election.
I think I can win.”

Peralta Hacienda’s
“Holiday Open House”

St
ol

There are around 40,000
residents within one mile of
the Dimond. Active members
of our local improvement
groups altogether might total
100. Those hundred people
are making things happen,
though. If you are not an
organization joiner, patronize
local merchants when you
can. Tell them you are glad
they are in your neighborhood. When you have to
shop elsewhere, tell those
merchants that you wish they
had a store in the Dimond.
No one will know your
wishes if you don’t verbalize
them. Do so, and things can
change for the better.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Artist Fulani Carter will create a Kwaanza display for the December celebration at Peralta Hacienda in Oakland.
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At a recent Dimond Improvement Association meeting,
Sean O’Shea of City Councilman Spees’ office reported
progress on 23 neighborhood
items needing attention. They
had been identified on a September 5 area walk-through.
Some possibly unapproved
payphones? (Handy for drug
dealers who haven’t the good
credit to obtain a cell phone.)
Particularly bad trash areas?
Overexuberant plant growth?
Minor annoyances perhaps,
but leave them unchecked
and soon they have multiplied like bunnies, and it
becomes difficult to attract

The City of Oakland likes
busine$$es too

Av
e

A

lbertson’s . . . closed.
Round Table Pizza . . .
closed. Mission
National Bank . . . closed.
Safeway’s long-promised
renovation is still awaiting
a start date.
It may appear that tough
times have arrived in the
Dimond area. Albertsons’
hasty departure was certainly
not a positive development.

shoppers or new businesses.
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BY MICHAEL CARSON

Desley Brooks

COURTESY PERALTA HACIENDA HISTORICAL PARK

Dimond Gems

580
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1- Allendale Year-Round School .............. 3670 Penniman ......... 879-1010
2- Bret Harte Middle School ...................... 3700 Coolidge Ave. .. 879-2060
3- Calvin Simmons Middle School .......... 2101 35th Ave. .......... 879-2050
4- Fremont High School .............................. 4610 Foothill Blvd. ... 879-3020
5- Fruitvale Elementary School ................. 3200 Boston Ave. ...... 879-1170
6- Laurel Elementary School ...................... 3750 Brown ............... 879-1310
7- Maxwell Park Elementary School ........ 4730 Fleming Ave. ... 879-1390
8- Redwood Heights Elem. School ........... 4401 39th Ave. .......... 879-1480

DOROTHY OKAMOTO
Optometrist

9- Sequoia Elementary School .................. 3730 Lincoln Ave. .... 879-1510

3714 MacArthur Boulevard
Oakland 530-2330

11- Horace Mann Year-Round School ..... 5222 Ygnacio ............. 879-1360

Over 20 years in the Laurel District

10- John Swett Elementary School ........... 4551 Steele ................. 879-1560
12- Jefferson Year-Round School .............. 2035 40th Ave. .......... 879-1280
13- Elizabeth Sherman Elem. School ....... 5328 Brann Ave. ....... 879-1530
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Think Globally—Sip,
Shop, & Scoop Locally
BY L
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H
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is the season to get
out the wallet and
start spending those
hard-earned dollars.
Holiday shopping can
cause a lot of anxiety, especially among those who’ve felt
the pinch, bite, or bust of the
economic bear. But no matter
what our income or budget,
most of us spend more than
we plan to, unless of course
we have the time and talent for
knitting or hand work.

“Lots of stores
in our area teem
with creative
gifts and friendly
owners.”
I’ve never been much of
a shopper or knitter, so I recently decided that if I have
to go out and play the merry
consumer, I’m going to make
it as much fun as possible.
I’m going to think of it
not as shopping and spending
but as something entirely different: Community-building
and self-care.
Okay, I’ll take off those
pink shades for a moment
so we can see eye-to-eye.
I’m talking, first, about
taking the opportunity to get
to know your neighbors. Most
of us run into each other at the
grocery store and have come
to know merchants like Diana,
Waverly, and, of course, Joe at
Farmer Joe’s. But the holiday
season gives us a chance to
get to know even more of our
neighbors. Lots of stores in our
area teem with creative gifts
and friendly owners. Some of
my favorites that offer gifts beyond their names: Vista Madeira Feed and Tack (porcelain
animal miniatures, fun socks,
beautiful boots), The Food Mill
(great and unusual greeting
cards, intoxicatingly fragrant
lotions, health teas), Laurel
Books (cards, gift items), The
Little Book Shop (discounted
calendars), The Dollar Store
(little party favors), Laurel
Gift Shop (fun jewelry

and diverse greeting cards).
In addition to those personal-favorite shops that I
frequent, the Dimond and
Laurel contain many other
stores offering items sure to
delight people with all sorts
of interests: guitars and other
musical instruments (Acme
Music), CDs (Zodiac Music),
hairclips and beauty items
(Sunny’s Beauty Mart), and
toys (Komodo Toys).
Now to the really fun part:
self-care!
Why not give yourself a
present, as long as you’re doing so much for everyone else?
Certainly you deserve to pamper yourself as much as others!
Myriad ways to demonstrate
that care come to mind:
• Buy yourself a scoop
of gelato at Tango Gelato.
• Treat yourself to a pedicure (in a spa chair) at any of
one the area’s numerous nail
shops.
• Enjoy a leisurely cup of
coffee and a yummy treat at
Brewberry’s, Caffe Diem, or
World Ground Café (which
also serves great food and
hosts live music on Sunday
afternoons).
• Savor some Portobella
Mushroom Hash at the Full
House Café.
• Indulge in a massage at
Lincoln Square.
You can pick up guides
to shopping in the Laurel at
Laurel True Value Hardware
and other local stores.
This year, I’m going to
connect with my area merchants, treating myself to some
pleasurable indulgences along
the way. It sure beats fighting
crowds at the mall.
Hope to see you around
the neighborhood!
Note: Be sure and come to
the Laurel Merchants Holiday
Event on Saturday, December
8, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. You’ll
find sales at many stores, three
hours free parking at meters,
Santa Strolling the Boulevard,
and face painting, puppet
shows, and kids’ activities at
Victory Outreach parking lot.
Support our local merchants—shop the Laurel
(MacArthur between 35th
and High).

Two Silent Sentinels with Bret Harte students from the after-school Community Academy programs.

After-school Programs for
Children and Youth Going Strong
But Children Need Safe Passage Home—You Can Help!
BY GERI MURPHY, PROJECT DIRECTOR,
BRET HARTE AREA COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE

I

t was a little over three years
ago that the community began a coordinated effort to
bring in after-school programs.
The purpose of these programs
was not only to keep our children and youth off the streets
during after-school hours, but
also to actively engage their
minds and talents and expand
their abilities. Since those first
community meetings and the
subsequent formation of the
Bret Harte Area Community
Collaborative, other
collaboratives have formed,
sharing similar visions of
engaging our children and
youth in supervised after-school
programs and activities.
These community efforts
have been extremely successful.
This fall nearly 600 children
and youth are involved in some
after-school program offered
at one of our neighborhood
schools or churches. These
programs have been funded
through federal (e.g., 21st Century Community Learning
Centers) and state (e.g., Healthy
Start) Department of Education
grants as well as by the city’s
Oakland Fund for Children and
Youth. Additional community
support, involvement, and
grant funds are currently being
sought to sustain these efforts.
Although each year the
number of children and youth
participating in the after-school
programs has dramatically increased, many more would like
to participate but do not feel
safe going home in the late afternoon, particularly during
the winter months. This fear of

walking in the neighborhood
has been voiced by many of
our young people, too many to
ignore!
In an effort to provide our
children and residents with
safe passage along our neighborhood streets, the Bret Harte
Area Community Collaborative
has initiated the Silent Sentinels
program and is currently seeking volunteers.
The Silent Sentinels will be

“. . . fear of
walking in the
neighborhood
. . . voiced
by many of
our young
people . . . ”
a volunteer group of concerned
neighborhood residents and
merchants who are committed
to being a visible presence in
the community—in their homes
or front yards, in stores and
offices, or along the street—to
be there for our children and
youth who might need a safe
haven, a protective arm, or an

adult presence to ward off potential attackers or other problems that might be encountered
on the way home.
The Silent Sentinels receive
special training from the Oakland Police Department, a red
windbreaker, a special hotline
number to reach the private
neighborhood mobile security
patrol, which is funded through
the Bret Harte Area Community
Collaborative. The Silent Sentinels are expected to be a silent
presence only between the
hours of 3 and 6 p.m. and to report any problems in the neighborhood to the mobile security
patrol. If needed, the security
patrol will contact the police
for support and intervention.
The Community Collaborative members see the Silent
Sentinels as a way for everyone
in the community to contribute
to assuring that our neighborhoods are safe places. Residents
need not make a five-day commitment; any commitment of
time will be welcomed by the
Collaborative and the Police
Department.
Please contact Bobbie Bond
at 879-3639 for further information or to volunteer some time
to help our children and our
neighborhoods.
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Family owned since 1933.

Your Natural Food Marketplace
For Your Healthy Life Style!
✓ ORGANIC PRODUCE
✓ NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT
ON DUTY

✓ WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY
✓ HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,
SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS

“Come on Down”

Commercial Accounts Welcome

$25 Senior Individual • $50 Contributing Friend • $60 Participating Family • $100 Supporting
Friend • $250 Business (10 Families) • $500 Benefactor Friend • $1000+ Patron Friend

Ryder Truck Rentals • Open 7 Days
2969 MacArthur Blvd • 482-5545

3033 MacArthur Blvd
580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

Hwy 580

High St

WE REPAIR & SERVICE POWER TOOLS

Redwood Exit

Hwy 13

Fruitvale Ave

For information about becoming a member, call 238-4719
or send a check, payable to Friends of Oakland Parks and Recreation,
to FRIENDS, 1520 Lakeside Drive Oakland, CA 94612

Builders • Roofers • Painters • Plumbers
Landscapers • Masons • Janitors

35th Ave

The Contractors’ Rental Center

580 East to
35th Ave
Exit

Conveniently located at
3033 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland • 482-3848
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat 8:30am - 6:30pm
Sun 9:00am - 5:30pm

FREE PARKING
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Solstice Holidays in the
Dimond and Laurel
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he days are short. Sunset
happens when we’re
still at work, going from
place to place, or shopping
and scurrying. When I used
to come home up Lincoln
Avenue, I loved the winter
evening sky full of purples
and oranges above glassy water and dark city silhouettes.
Halfway up the hill between 580 and Highway 13,
something extraordinary happens to the air in this neighborhood. It becomes intensely
fresher, even though I usually
think it is fresh all the time.
Harold Gilliam explained the
“why” of this in his books on
Bay Area climate. It has to do
with air currents, inversion
layers, phenomena I forget—
and trees!
Trees are the lungs of
our environment, taking in
what we give off and giving
us clean air and sweet fragrances. The Dimond and
Laurel Districts are rich in
trees. When I lived in the
Dimond District, guests found
autumn colors they didn’t
know existed here on the
Left Coast. My yard had a
fruitless cottonwood that
turned lemon yellow in the
fall, an elderberry with warm
red autumn leaves, and red
pyracantha berries adored by
migrating cedar waxwings.
Walnut trees, birches, and
aspens turn intense yellow.
There are light red, scarlet,
and crimson liquidambers
today as I make my way up
Laguna Street. Our surprise
Indian summer this year has
given us winter iris and canna
lilies. We have conifers to
prune for solstice decorations.

I guess I can call myself
a Dimond and Laurel ex-pat.
Like artists who settled in
London and Paris a hundred
years ago, I adore coming
home to this part of Oakland
for an injection of views,
fresh air, and surprises.
There’s always something
new on my trips to East Oakland. The specific things that
are new to me provide continual delight. Today it is the
Food Mill’s display of candied fruit, treasured in my
childhood for the making of
holiday breads, cakes, and
cookies. Glorious pale green
citron, candied orange and
lemon peel, bright candied
cherries, dried figs, dates,
and, of course, the wide variety of nuts, seeds, and flours
that are part of what makes
the Food Mill a magnet for
the entire region.
I’ve come to get juicy
monukka raisins and spelt,
the traditional wheat valued
by Hildegard of Bingen, a
medieval musician, writer,
mystic, and medical doctor.
I once gave a slide show of
paintings done under her
guidance, read from her
books, played CDs of her
music, and served her
cookies, made with spelt
flour from the Food Mill.
Hildegard’s music is a joy
any time of year, but with
a little candlelight on a winter evening, it is especially
enchanting.
I turn into my home
driveway noting that my trip
has been a relaxed 110 minutes. I got my shopping done,
breathed great air, checked
out an increasing number of
fine front-yard gardens, and
even had time for a chai latte
at World Ground!

A Special Thanks
to Three Advertisers
who have supported the Metro with their ads
in every single issue since September of 1993:

Daniel’s Place Restaurant
Dorothy Okamoto, Optometrist
Laurel True Value Hardware
(Hats off as well to Laurel Jujitsu,
which has been in every issue since April 1994)

Serving your neighborhood
for over 25 years with
30 professional Real Estate Agents
• If you are thinking of selling, we offer free property evaluation.
• If you are thinking of buying, we offer many 1st time buyer loan
programs with down payments as low as $500.
• If you are thinking of renting, call us for a list of rentals.
• If you are tired of managing your property, call us for professional
property management.

Lynn A. Worthington, Broker

5942 MacArthur Boulevard • 510-562-8600

Marge
Laverty

Leona Heights
Garden Club Tip
of the Month

H

ow to create beautiful
holiday memories at
your house for your
family and friends like the
ones we remember from our
going to Grandma’s house:
Deck the halls with
boughs of holly, pine, fir,
cedar, and other sweetly
scented evergreens. Hang
wreaths, swags, garlands,
and even mistletoe.
Start a tradition with
a living Christmas tree.
Choose from blue and green
spruce, pine, or redwood
from a nursery. Place the tree
in a large container and place
indoors. To keep your tree
green and beautiful through
the holiday season, it is important that it receive adequate light air, moisture,
and a comfortable temperature. Requirements are
much the same as those of
an ordinary houseplant.
• Place in a well-lighted
room.
• Keep roots of tree moist.
If a tree is growing in a nursery container, this simplifies
the watering. If the root ball
is contained in burlap, set
it in a suitable container to
catch the drainage, and then
saturate the root ball with
water. A heavy plastic covering under the container will
protect your floor or carpeting. Never allow the tree to
remain standing in water,
but be careful that the plant
doesn’t dry out between
waterings. Ice cubes are a
good way to provide the
moisture between waterings.
• Decorate the tree with
lightweight ornaments and
with miniature lights.
• Keep the tree indoors

about one week if your home
is warm. It may stay inside
up to two weeks if your room
is quite cool. Avoid placing
trees next to a fireplace or
heating outlet. Excess heat
can damage live Christmas
trees as well as cut ones.
• After your tree has
served its purpose indoors,
remove all decorations, take
the tree outside, and hose off
foliage with a fine mist spray.
This will be helpful in the
tree’s transition from indoor
to outdoor living, whether
it is planted in a landscape
or left in its container to be
brought in again for as many
as three more holiday periods. It will be fun to watch
it grow! If you do not have
room in your yard, you may
wish to donate the tree to a
school district, park department, or charity.
Holiday wreaths are a
part of the ancient north European tradition of bringing
evergreens indoors in winter
as a symbol of the circle of
life. Winter prunings lend
themselves to long-lasting
wreaths. Brightened with
berries or fruits, fresh foliage,
or dried flowers, they take
on a festive look. Gather any
supple plant material such
as honeysuckle, wisteria, or
grapevine canes. Strip leaves
or seeds from prunings. Soak
dried material in a solution of
warm water and a little liquid
dish soap until pliable (about
twelve hours).
A wire frame will help
flimsy stems to hold their
shape. Wrap a few strands
of plant material around the
frame, securing ends with
short lengths of wire. Continue adding plant material,
tucking in ends until the
wreath is slightly thicker than
you ultimately want. It will
shrink as it dries. An easy
frame is a wire coat hanger.
Bend the hanger into a circle,
leaving the hook as a hanger.
Secure stems at the hook,
then wrap the rest around
the frame.
A small wreath can be as
effective as a large one. One
branch tip of magnolia with
pyracantha berries makes a
simple but beautiful wreath.
Wreaths can be used indoors
or on outside doors as a welcome or as a centerpiece on
a table.

Free Preschool for Low Income Families
Head Start Program is accepting applications for 3- & 4-year-old children.• Virginia Ave. (Nr High St.)

Call Carolyn Cornelius at 261-1484 or 261-1479 or page her at 382-5497

SPEAK
OUT
FOR
GOOD
GOVERNMENT

PROGRAM

A confidential program of the City Auditor for
use by City of Oakland employees and Oakland
citizens for complaints of wrong doing, dereliction
of duty and improper behavior.
Roland E. Smith, City Auditor
Good Government Program
P.O. Box 29192, Oakland, CA 94604-9192
(510) 433-9983 • Private Fax (510) 763-4086
email: roland@dnai.com
The City Auditor is elected by the citizens of Oakland
and is independent of city administration.

Mistletoe has an interesting history. The church condemned it for centuries as
evil and pagan. Finally, in
some countries, mistletoe
was incorporated into a
Christmas ritual in which
a holy kiss of peace and pardon was initiated by the
priest and passed through
the congregation. This probably explains the origin of
kissing under the mistletoe.
Poinsettias are the typical
holiday-season colorful
plants that come in many
colors now. Those with reddish leaves are hardier and
can be placed outside later.
Keep in bright indoor light.
They do not like temperature
change. Keep slightly moist.
Punch a hole in the foil wrapping for drainage.
Oranges have always
been considered a very special treat at Christmas time.
Costly and scarce in the winter months many years ago,
oranges were highly appreciated as a delicacy. Oranges
were among the first representational glass ornaments
produced, reflecting the
adornment of the earliest
Christmas trees in their
natural splendor.
Some December/January
Gardening Hints
Sow wildflower seeds
mixed with sand or soil.
Purchase bare-root fruit
trees, roses, berries, and artichokes. Do not let them dry
out before planting. Plant
onion sets, garlic cloves,
and shallots.
Prune roses and fruit
trees. Spray trees with a
dormant oil, but do not use
one with sulfur in it for apricots because sulfur causes an
allergic reaction. Obviously,
fruit trees should not be
pruned while in blossom.
Flowering trees should be
pruned after blooming. Evergreens require attention to
timing of pruning. Monterey
pines are susceptible to damage by boring insects; bark
beetles are attracted to fresh
cuts, so prune them in winter
months when these insects
are not in their flying stage.
To prevent unwanted spreading, trees should be thinned
rather than topped.
Best wishes for happy
holidays, and a peaceful New
Year for all of us.

SUPPORT METRO
ADVERTISERS!

Fun Child-Centered
Developmental Preschool
License #013414363

Full Days
Half-Day Programs AM/PM
Hot Lunch / Snacks
After School / Kindergarten Care
4359 39th Ave. • Oakland
(off Hwy 13 & Redwood Rd.)

(510) 531-1534
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Coach Brown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
COURTESY MAUREEN DORSEY

COURTESY JOHN PICHOTTO

THE METRO GETS AROUND

Dr. Dorsey of Oakland Veterinary Hospital, stranded with her
Metro in Paris.

COURTESY RICK VOEGE

HOLLIS KIM

John Pichotto with Metro in Yalta, Ukraine, on the Black Sea.

COURTESY RICK VOEGE

While traveling back from the beach in a coco-cab during a recent
trip to Cuba, Suzanne Tipton reads about what is happening with
Oakland Parks and Recreation.

position. In 1972, when
Coach Brown didn’t get
drafted to the pros, he
changed his goals to become
a teacher and coach.
Coach Brown has been
teaching for 25 years. The
last 11 of those have been at
Bret Harte. I asked him what
made him stay so long. He
told me that he likes to teach
middle school-age kids because they are still teachable
and coachable. He also
wants to teach the students
the right attitude, behavior,
and sportsmanship if they
don’t already have them.
He also stresses how important education is to the success of their individual lives.
Coach Brown gives kids
something to do after school.
He organizes intramural
volleyball and softball
teams. He organizes games
between the faculty and student body. He also coaches
the boys’ basketball team.
When the basketball
season is over, he takes the
team to Los Angeles for a
weekend. I have gone for the
past two years. When we go
to the airport, we have to
be dressed in slacks, a shirt
and tie, and dress shoes.
When we are in Los Angeles,
we play a YMCA team and
do some sightseeing around
Hollywood. Believe me, it
is really fun!
Coach Brown’s emphasis
on earning good grades can
be seen in the basketball
team. To be on the team,
players must have at least a
2.0 GPA (C average) in both
scholarship and citizenship,
no F’s, and good behavior
in class. By doing this, he
makes kids try to get their
grades up and have good
attitudes.
We are really lucky to
have Coach Brown at Bret
Harte Middle School.

To Spees
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Above: Rick Voege reads the Metro in front of the Alps. Right:
Voege, Metro in hand, on a street corner in Luzern, Switzerland.

Quarry
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the type already present nearby
and would not be open to further development.
For any development that
might take place on this property, water runoff must be
abated. The DeSilva plans
call for grading and paving
with vee-ditches and pipes
to carry the water runoff to a
storage pond fronting Mountain Boulevard. According to
Mr. Barry, this “water-feature
amenity” would have a capacity of 16 acre-feet. Twelve acrefeet would be devoted to storm

capacity, and four acre-feet
would be a permanent lake.
This would allow for better distribution of water in the area.
They have devised control systems for releasing the runoff
over a period of time so as to
avoid any impact on Chimes
Creek.
Mr. Barry says that the EIR
draft does not address the questions surrounding the traffic on
roads accessing the quarry entrance. The DeSilva Group of
Dublin, California, is a building
and development company.
Their subsidiary, DeSilva Gate,
is presently mining and removing high-quality mineral building materials from the quarry

for construction being done by
the Group elsewhere.
Claudia Cappio, the planner
working on this case for the
City of Oakland, says that the

EIR draft will address questions of hydrology and of determining the impacts of traffic
and noise. It will also mention
alternatives.

Desperately Searching
for Tree Sponsors!
Laurel Elementary School needs tree
sponsors for its recently renovated playground. Newly created tree wells are
empty awaiting beautiful trees. Please help.
$50 per tree. Please call Kaye Stewart at
482-8250 for information on where to
send tax-deductible donations to the
Laurel School PTA.

litter removal, to name a few.
Your leadership, with the
slogan “MacArthur returns,”
got all of this going in the first
place, and you have kept it
going, all these years later.
I live in Davis, CA, now,
but I still receive the Metro,
and I still think fondly of the
Coalition cleanup days when
we would get together and
perform our magic transformation. You and Jane not only
supported us at City Hall and
at Council meetings, but you
picked up litter, pulled weeds,
and painted out graffiti. Now
that’s a Councilmember!
One of the team,
Miriam Hurley
Volunteer Coordinator for
the MacArthur Coalition,
1987-1993
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Calendar of Community Events

METRO RESTAURANT REVIEW

Daniel’s Place

BY CATHY RINDI-SUNDEEN, COORDINATOR

To have your event listed, please contact Cathy Rindi-Sundeen
no later than the 12th of the preceding month at 535-1574 or
godzilla@microweb.com.

B

December 2001/January 2002

I

Neighborhood Meetings
Dimond Improvement Association: Wednesday, December 5,
7:30 p.m., Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Contact Sam
Cohen for more information, 482-8386.
Laurel Merchants Board: Thursday, December 6, 7:30 a.m.,
Full House Café, 3719 MacArthur Blvd. Contact Dr. Maureen
Dorsey for more information, 530-1353. Discussion of a
Business Safety meeting with the community police officer.
Friends of Sausal Creek: Wednesday, December 12, 7 p.m.,
Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. For more information,
contact Stuart Richardson, 912-7792, or www.aoinstitute.org/
sausal.
Maxwell Park NCPC: Wednesday, December 12, 7 p.m.,
Mills Grove Christian Church, 5410 Fleming Ave. For more
information, contact Jose Dorado, 535-0577, or
www.maxwellparkncpc.org.
Laurel Merchants Board: Thursday, January 3, noon,
Chick’N’Coop, 3840 MacArthur Blvd. Contact Dr. Maureen
Dorsey for more information, 530-1353.
Friends of Dimond Library: Saturday, January 5, 11:30 a.m.,
3565 Fruitvale Ave., upstairs meeting room. Contact Dal
Sellman for more information, 531-2690.
Bret Harte/Joaquin Miller NCPC: Tuesday, January 8, 6:30 p.m.,
PuroFirst, 2860 MacArthur Blvd. Contact Don Marx for more
information, 530-1319.
Maxwell Park NCPC: Wednesday, January 9, 7 p.m., Mills
Grove Christian Church, 5410 Fleming Ave. For more
information, contact Jose Dorado, 535-0577, or
www.maxwellparkncpc.org.
Community Action Coalition: Monday, January 14, 7 to 8:30
p.m., Posada de Colores, 2221 Fruitvale Ave. Contact Elizabeth
Drob for more information, 261-0698.
Redwood Heights Improvement Association: Wednesday,
January 16, 7:30 p.m., Redwood Heights Recreation Center,
3883 Aliso Ave. Leave message at 482-3471 for more
information, or www.redwood-heights.org.
Laurel/Redwood Heights/39th Ave. NCPC: Thursday, January
17, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Chick’N’Coop, 3840 MacArthur Blvd.
Contact Renee Sykes for more information, 615-5803.
Melrose/High Hopes NCPC: Thursday, January 17, 7 p.m.,
Melrose Library, 48th & Foothill (new location). Contact Adelle
Foley for more information, 891-4760.
Beat 22X NCPC: Monday, January 28, 6:30 p.m., Dimond
Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Contact Renee Sykes for
information, 615-5803.

Community Activities
Open office hours with Councilmember Dick Spees: first Saturday
each month, 9 to 11 a.m., Century 21 Heritage, 6211 LaSalle.
No appointments necessary. Contact his office, 238-7004, with
any questions or for more information.
Plant Propagation Activities: Every Saturday in December and
January, 9 a.m. to noon, Dimond Park, El Centro Ave. trailhead.
Help the Friends of Sausal Creek revegetate Dimond Canyon.
Call Stuart Richardson for information, 912-7792.
Laurel Christmas Sale and Activities: Saturday, December 8, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., along MacArthur Blvd. between 35th Ave. and
High St. Free face painting and puppet shows for children, activities at Victory Outreach. Santa will be strolling the Boulevard
throughout the day.
Bird Monitoring Team: Saturdays, December 8 and January 12,
7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Join the Friends of Sausal Creek in monitoring
and conducting bird counts. Bring your own binoculars. Locations vary, so please call Stuart Richardson for more information,
912-7792.
Challenger Learning Center Community Mission: Saturday,
December 8, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
Chabot Space & Science Center, 10000 Skyline Blvd. Individuals and families are invited to team up and form a crew for a
simulated space mission to rendezvous with Comet Encke. $15.
Please register via e-mail to clc@chabotspace.org or call the box
office, 336-7373.
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f you like Chinese food,
you’ll like Daniel’s Place.
A fixture on MacArthur
Boulevard since 1988,
Daniel’s Place serves traditional Chinese dishes in
the Cantonese and Szechuan
styles. (Cantonese dishes
tend to be light and more
subtle in flavor than
Szechuan dishes, which
are often spicy and boldly
flavored.)
Daniel Man, the owner
of Daniel’s Place, was born
in Hong Kong and emigrated
to the United States in 1980.
Daniel’s mother is the inspiration for his interest in cooking, so much so that Daniel
returns to Hong Kong regularly to enjoy her cooking.
Daniel’s Place is inspired
by Daniel’s experiences
growing up in Hong Kong.
Hong Kong is the New York
City of the far East: a business center where people
dine out all the time, and
dining out is as much a
part of the culture as the

omnipresent neon lights.
Daniel’s Place has a wellrounded menu of entrées,
all priced appropriately. The
menu includes such Chinese
classics as kung pao, mu shu,
foo young, and sweet-andsour dishes, as well as appetizers like egg rolls, fried won
tons, and hot-and-sour soup.
While most of Daniel’s dishes
are faithful to traditional
Chinese recipes, he has his
own specialties. Daniel uses
a secret blend of homemade
spices in his “salt and pepper” dishes, and his various
mushroom plates are uncommon and surprisingly succulent. Each regular order
brings a full plate, and the
rice is perfectly prepared.
Daniel’s most popular
plates include Mongolian
beef, a spicy Szechuanstyle classic, and the sweetand-sour dishes he prepares
in the Hong Kong style—
instead of simply pouring
the sweet-and-sour sauce
over batter-fried meat,
Daniel immediately sautés
the freshly fried meat in the

Japanese WW II Internee Speaks: Saturday, December 8, 1 p.m.
Melrose Library auditorium, 48th Ave and Foothill Blvd. Hiroshi
Kashiwagi will discuss his experience at Tule Lake during World
War II. Call the library for more information, 482-7844.
Smart Growth in Action: Supporting Good Development in Your
Backyard: December 8, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Preservation Park,
Niles Hall, 668 13th St. A one-day workshop for land-use
advocates, neighborhood groups, environmentalists, and
concerned citizens, focusing on how to evaluate development
projects for sustainability features, how to be an effective
advocate for land-use issues, and how to work with developers
to get what you want. Register at www.urbanecology.org/cities/cities.workshop.html. $20 registration includes lunch.
For more information, call 251-6330 or e-mail
urbanecology@urbanecology.org.
On the Cosmic Horizon: Thursday, December 13, 7:30 p.m.,
Chabot Space & Science Center, Tien MegaDome, 10000 Skyline Blvd. Dr. Jeff Bennett speaks on the 10 outstanding unsolved
problems in astronomy, from the universe’s missing mass to
gamma-ray bursters. Reception and refreshments follow. $5
tickets can be purchased through TicketWeb.com or by calling
336-7373. For more information, call 336-7368 or visit
chabotspace.org.

sweet-and-sour sauce along
with thick slices of onion,
bell pepper, and pineapple.
While many customers
order carry-out, Daniel’s
Place is best experienced in
the dining room. The restaurant is laid out like a traditional Chinese restaurant,
a large and open dining hall
with “good luck” pink as
its base color. The service is
prompt, professional, and
courteous. Most of the staff,
including his head chef and
head waiter, have been with
Daniel since the restaurant
opened in 1988.
In addition to the quality
food, one of the best parts
about Daniel’s Place is Daniel
himself. He’s there almost
every night. Daniel is affable
and funny, and he often
develops a friendship with
his customers. So if you’re in
the neighborhood and looking for some good Chinese
food, stop by and say hello
to Daniel.
Daniel’s Place, 4245
MacArthur Boulevard,
530-8880 / 530-9898.

Pick up your
Metro at
Extended Playtoys
Laurel True
Value Hardware
Phoenix Auto
Anyone interested
in distributing bundles
of 25 or more Metros
in your neighborhood
or at meetings, please
call Peter Bond
at 530-0427.

Winter Music Concert: Tuesday, December 18, 7 p.m., Bret Harte
Middle School. Benefit for the music department, $2.
Kwanzaa program: Thursday, December 27, 4 p.m., Melrose
Library, 48th Ave. and Foothill Blvd. African storyteller Yolanda
Rhodes. Call the library for more information, 482-7844.
Electronic Music with composers from the Center for Contemporary Music: Saturday, January 26, 8 p.m., Concert Hall, Mills
College, 5000 MacArthur Blvd. $10/$5, free to all students,
Mills faculty and staff. Call the Concert Line for more information, 430-2296.
The Ives Quartet: Sunday, January 27, 4 p.m. Concert Hall,
Mills College, 5000 MacArthur Blvd. Performing Beethoven and
Schubert. $10 general, $7 seniors, $5 students, free to Mills
students. Call the Concert Line for more information, 430-2296.

Gourmet Deli
Espresso

Ongoing

Delicious Smoothies

Zarina: Mapping a Life: through December 21; TuesdaySaturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday, noon to 4 p.m., Mills
College Art Museum, 5000 MacArthur Blvd. Free admission and
parking. Call Keith Lachowicz for more information, 430-2164.

Painting Exhibitions

Unearthing Traditions: Japanese Expressions in Clay and Ink:
through December 21, Mills College Art Museum, see above for
details.

Lincoln Sq. Shopping Center
(next to Safeway)

4100 Redwood Rd.
Plenty of Parking

510-530-8737
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Priscilla Stuckey
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

By Toni Locke

On November 14,
District 4’s Dick Spees and
new aide Sean O’Shea convened another meeting of
our Councilmember’s innovative effort to improve city
services. The Interdepartmental Working Group/Service Delivery System met in
the “Banish Bureaucracy”
room adjacent to the City
Manager’s office in City
Hall. Representatives of all
agencies involved reviewed
89 items of perceived blight,
crime, and litter. The community monitors, old faithfuls Mike Mannix and Jim
Hill for the Dimond, and
Betsy Callaway for the Laurel, spoke for the rest of us.
Progress has been made. But
I was reminded of the man
in Greek mythology doomed
to pushing a heavy boulder
uphill forever.
The shooting into
the bus-stop crowd of
high schoolers at 35th and
MacArthur last month was
an act of revenge springing
from a previous altercation
at a downtown dance.
Sound like a familiar motivation? According to police,
the shot was aimed at the
ground and not to kill. The
many solutions to the continuing problems created by
our system of uncontrolled

youth transportation fail in
implementation. Diana Chen
of Farmer Joe’s, located on
that corner, thinks retiming
and rerouting buses is the
key. She will be glad to know
that a new express bus from
Skyline High to East Oakland
has been put on line. Renee
Sykes, Neighborhood Services Officer for OPD, has
hopes for regular monitoring
from the Safe Passage and
Silent Sentinel programs. If
Renee, who knows who and
what to look for, or a regular
community policing officer
were stationed on the corner
daily, we would feel much
safer.
Laurel residents have
been clamoring for open
space—a park or a community garden. They would find
a case study in the experiences of F.A.C.E. with Nicol
Park on Coolidge Avenue.
Gwen Jackson, a woman of
great heart and great persistence, invites Metro readers
to come on Saturday, December 8, from 1 to 4:30 p.m.,
to the celebration of the first
anniversary of the park and
nearby community center
at 2935 Coolidge Avenue.
Working with the Parks
Department, the City Council, the Land for Public Trust,
and neighbors, Gwen and the

NADER DAVARI
Top 10 Producer of 2000
in the Montclair Office

leaders of F.A.C.E. have
made a dream come true.
They have nurtured it for
a year. The Oakland Parks
Coalition, a group trying to
pry open the closed culture
of Parks and Rec, provides
outreach. Ya-Ting Liu of the
Land for Public Trust is writing a grant to help deal with
the needs of surrounding
children for more love, education and creative outlet for
their energy. One objective
is to curb vandalism, always
a problem at small, unguarded open spaces. The
December celebration will
provide turkey and fixings
and welcomes potluck
contributions as well.
When the next issue
of the Metro appears in February 2002, we will be in the
crucial phase of campaigns
in District 4 and District 6 for
new City Council representatives. The outcomes of these
races can make a great difference in community life. The
Metro’s advice is the same
as always: Get involved!
Sideline critics are a dime
a dozen.
In addition to advice,
this column wishes our readers a happy holiday season
in the warmth of friends and
family. See you in 2002.

LAFRANCHI’S
LIQUORS

Your Friend
in Real Estate

Fine Wine
& Spirits
Domestic &
Imported
Beer
Imported
Cigars

510-339-4795 Direct Line
510-382-9999 Residence
510-339-4791 Fax

Nature’s Bounty Fresh
from Farm & Sea ...
We cook fresh fish & poultry
to order, while you wait!

Have a Healthy
Holiday & New Year
Monday-Saturday 10am-7pm

Residential
Brokerage
Montclair Office

510.482.1255

Open 7 Days!
Sun.-Thurs. 8am-Midnight
Fri. & Sat. 8am-2am.

6137 La Salle Ave.
Oakland

Telephone Orders Accepted

4014 MacArthur Blvd.

35th & MacArthur
482-8208

Colonial Chapel
Funeral Directors

FD-461

Locally Owned and operated Since 1941
Families Helping Families • Full Service Mortuary
All Faith Services • Pre-Arranged Planning • Personalized Service
Domestic and International Shipping Specialist

A Leader in Low Cost Traditional Memorial & Cremation Services
On behalf of the Staff at Colonial Chapel we wish to thank the Metro community for your
continued support. We will always be dedicated to those we serve.
Paul F. Scudder - Owner/Director FDR-646

Call 24 Hours/7 Days: 536-5454
2626 High Street (between Foothill and MacArthur Blvd.) • Ample parking

development potential has
been eliminated. Because of
the increasing desire in the
Bay Area for “monster
homes,” I asked Ms. Stuckey
what might motivate owners
to be so generous. She explained that an owner can
receive a large tax deduction
after the property is reappraised. “If your property
is worth $500,000 before the
easement, it may be now
worth only $400,000, so you
could receive a $100,000 tax
deduction.” The hope is also
that people who already live
in the area for its wilderness
gifts of wildflowers and birds
will be altruistic and want
others to enjoy it too.

“We need
city business
people and
financial
advisors.”
Ms. Stuckey, who has
created an ambitious Web
site to share the goals, strategies, and projects of the land
trust, believes that outreach
to all Oaklanders, especially
children in the flatlands, is
central to the project’s vision.
“We are united by geography. The creeks run from
the hills to the flatlands. We
need to get kids in touch with
natural environments. We
need to instill hope in children and empower them.”
Board member Stuart
Richardson, an educator and
creek activist, often takes
children on excursions in
nature so that they can learn
to appreciate a world outside
of their often insulated communities.
Ms. Stuckey believes that
we can all benefit by finding
solace in nature. “After September 11, I spent more and
more time on the land trust.
I realized that even though
we were at war, it didn’t stop
the growth of flowers or
trees.” She envisions a time
when the canyon could become a regional recreation
area for all, with multiuse
trails for hikers and cyclists.
“There is lots of money
available for trails, but first
we have to have the land.”
Finally, I asked this
deeply intelligent and gentle
activist what we as citizens
could do to help. “Don’t
litter. Go to commercial car
washes—they can prevent
the suds from draining into
the watershed. And appreciate animals.”
If you would like to
learn more about how you
can help preserve the Butters
Canyon or be connected
to related local environmental issues, visit their Web site
(www.butterslandtrust.org)
or phone Ms. Stuckey at 4822496.

MONEY
HONEYS
The Metro acknowledges
contributions of $50 or more
by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey
for 10 issues. You keep our
paper alive and well.

Roussel Sargent
Betsy Callaway
David Locke & Cathe Read
Jacob & Linda Hart
Knud Danild
Mary Lee Peterson
Rebecca Kaplan
Christopher Warren
Stan & Naomi Cohen
Dave & Shoshana Finacom
Pamela Calvert & Helen Haug
Carole Ward Allen
John & Claud Elk
Phil & Kathy Caskey
Ignacio De La Fuente
Anonymous
Richard Cowan &
Kathleen Collins
Elmarise Owens,
Cal Fed Bank
Katharine Samway
Lydia Palmin & Tom Daley
Richard Weinstein
Cherie Ivey
Ruth Malone & Terry Sayre
Utterman/Forster Family
Abelina Carmona &
Teresa Croce
Lisa Ruhland &
Michael Cowan
Bonnie R. Henriquez
MacArthur & High
Trailer Park
Jeff Kelley & Hung Liu
Hamachi
Karen Marie Schroeder
Oakland Veterinary
Hospital
Libby Jacobsohn &
Jerry Bowling
Caffe Diem
Bill and Susan Bagnell
Barbara Reynolds
Joan Dark
Deborah Cooper
Vic & Nancy Miloslavich
Ms. Desley Brooks, Esq.
Nancy Sidebotham
Mike Carson &
Ron Steigerwalt
David A. Stein
Elaine Lyford-Nojima &
Dana Nojima
Rochelle Wald & Sara Wynne
Susanne Lea & Russ Bruno
Niccolo DeLuca
Susan Haarman
Andrew Cohn
Michael Cooper
Luqman
David Vahlstrom
Gary & Caroline Yee
Beth Walukas
Janet Broughton
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Letter
to Spees

BY EDITORIAL STAFF

T

BY MIRIAM HURLEY

D

ear Dick,
I look back at the
MacArthur Coalition
years as something very special. We had a vision of what
we knew was possible. We
knew our Oakland could be
a cleaner, safer, and more
beautiful place, and we began by having that come
true in our own central
MacArthur neighborhoods.
What a team! Neighborhood
volunteers, local businesses,
and the City, pulling together
around the projects that were
the neighborhoods’ priority.
Whatever we tackled, we
were successful—trees, traffic
lights, rezoning, graffiti, and
continued on page 9

A Call for Letters

Miriam Hurley in 1989 when she was volunteer for the MacArthur
Coalition.

he Metro boasts many
readers who are faithful
activists striving toward
safer, cleaner, friendlier neighborhoods for homemaking,
shopping, and raising children. They well know that cooperation from a city agency is
usually the key to getting
things done. A lifeline of
strength and help has long
reached out from the office of
District 4 City Councilmember
Dick Spees, who retires in
March 2002.
If you recall a particular experience of help from Dick
Spees and his aides (Sean
Stark, then Niccolo DeLuca,
and currently Sean O’Shea),
please write the Metro a letter
telling about it. We will print
as many as we can between
now and next spring and will

finally present them all to Dick
in appreciation of his work.
The letter from Miriam
Hurley, formerly a Laurel
resident, opens the campaign.
Her dynamic leadership
brought a “can do” power to
residents. With the MacArthur
Coalition, hundreds got
organized and on the road
to achieving their dreams.
Do you have an anecdote
or a memory? The subjects
could range from toning down
a noisy neighbor to getting a
new park inaugurated. Write
to our post box #19046, or
send an e-mail to the editor
at tonil@ix.netcom.com.

TO VOLUNTEER
for the
MacArthur Metro,
please call 287-2655

With Heartfelt Thanks,
Happy, Happy Holidays!
Happy Holidays from
Making Ends Meet
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Tuesday- Saturday 12:00noon - 5:30pm
4004 MacArthur Boulevard • 482-5921
Email: KomodoToyz@aol.com • Fax: 510.482.3921

• Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies •

Oakland • Lic. #010205610
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Wishing Peace and Joy for Every Child
4618 Allendale Ave. • (510) 261-5210

Colossally Cool Toys, Novelties & Gifts
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Happy Holidays and
a Joyous New Year

• Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies •

Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies

Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies • Toys & Hobbies

Enjoy a Safe
and Happy
Holiday Season

MAKING ENDS MEET
CHILDRENS RESALE STORE

Recession Proof Prices
New Wooden Toys

Holiday Dresses
& Snow Suits
Fine Quality New and Used
Children’s Clothing

Toddler and Booster
Car Seats to 80 Lbs.
3544 Fruitvale Ave. • Oakland
510-531-1135
Open Mon-Sat 10-5:30 • Free Parking

Good Health and Happiness
Throughout the Year

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

FINE CANTONESE AND SZECHUAN CUISINE

Only
$5.99

Happy Holidays!

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
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(Reg.
$22.99)

Auto
Life

Fire

INSURANCE
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•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET
BREADS
Item #725-846
With this coupon while supplies last.
Not Valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/01.

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
OPEN M-F 8-8, SAT 9-6

4245 MacArthur Blvd. Oakland
Take-Out or Reservation 530-8880 • 530-9898
Delivery Service Available
($20 minimum order and $3 delivery charge)

VISA

MasterCard

See your State Farm Agent:

Jain Williams
4222 MacArthur Blvd.
(510) 530-3222

•FINE FOOD DELICACIES
Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm
Sunday 9am-7pm

Auto • Home • Life • Health
State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

482-8178
th

35 & MacArthur

