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hat better place to stir
upon a story about
trees and the pruning

of trees than on Maple Avenue,
a long east-west residential
street that fifty years ago was
lined with maple trees? Devel-
opment destroyed them. New
trees were planted. Four Maple
Avenue neighbors supplied
this tale about trees today.

The first neighbor, at 3729
Maple, last summer called the
Street Trees Department of

The American Indian Charter School

Out on a Limb
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METRO
CLASSIFIED ADS

INSTRUCTION

RENTALS

Mendoc ino coas t co t tage :
Charming, furnished, 1BR plus liv-
ing room sofabed, fireplace fully
equipped kitchen, $90/night
(three-night minimum), $550/
week. (510) 482-5577.

Room For Rent. Single student—no
pets. Private home near Mills,
Merritt & Patten Campuses. Call
530.6003.

Round glass-top kitchen table for
sale, 5 chairs, asking $65. Theresa
Williams, 536-4543 or 261-7016.

Interior Painting. Jacob Hart,
530-6247. Lic.#705262.

African-American manicurist,
located in the Laurel District,
specializing in manicures, pedi-
cures w/paraffin wax treatments,
sculptured nails, silk and fiberglass
wraps. Over 15 years experience
and service in this area. Call (510)
482-3229 for appointment.

Fast, neat interior painting by
woman, 534-9772.

Your local fiduciary. Successor
Trustee, Executor, Conservator of
estate, SS or VA payee. Trustwor-
thy, knowledgeable, I can do it all
or provide crucial help. Elizabeth
Callaway Trust Services. 530-1720.

Affordable local licensed therapist.
Individual, couple, family and child
therapy for the Metro/Oakland
community. Everyone needs help
sometimes. Supportive; practical;
sliding scale. Helen Montgomery
Lockwood MFCC #27283, (510)
874-4722.

Handyman (510) 387-3654.

Licensed marriage and child thera-
pist. Growing older should be an
opportunity for new challenges and
exciting changes. Counseling/Psy-
chotherapy may help facilitate that
transition. Please call Lawrence
Foster, M.S. (LMFT #29517), 261-
7167 (Maxwell Park Area).

S.I. Computers. Repairs/Upgrades/
Retail. Hablamos Español. 510-
530-0204, 2710 MacArthur Blvd,
Oakland, www.sicomputers.net

SERVICES

Classified Rates
The rate for classified ads is
$.50 per word. Discounted
prices available for five-
and ten-issue frequencies.
Please type or write your
copy clearly and mail it with
your check to The MacArthur
Metro, P.O. Box 19406,
Oakland, 94619. Deadline
is the 15th of the month.
For classified-ad frequency
discounts and display-
ad information, please
contact Beverley Brown at
287-2655, fax: 531-6629.

n the Metro area, bus-
service changes are sched-
uled to take effect on

December 21.
Public hearings on these

FOR SALE

Bernice & Joe Playschool. For
nearly 25 years, play-based learn-
ing in our earthquake retrofitted
home-like center near Mills Col-
lege. The park-like quarter-acre
setting has pine and fruit trees,
vegetable garden, redwood play-
house, 20-foot sailboat, two-story
wooden rocket ship, outdoor art
and block rooms. Curriculum in-
cludes pre-reading, pre-math en-
richment, field trips, F.I.T. gymnas-
tics, music and Spanish lessons.
Emphasis put on socialization, ver-
balization. Sibling, discount. Lunch,
snacks provided. Ages 2 to 5
years. License #010214258. Bro-
chure. (510) 638-3529.

Saxophone & Piano. Play music
for the joy of it! Have fun learning
jazz, blues, improvisation. Patient,
supportive teacher. Ages 10 & up.
Speciality: Adult beginners. Eva
436-0504.

AC Transit Service Changes in December
BY H O A N G LE BA N H

I
service changes were held in
June; final decisions were
made in July. For changes
systemwide, visit
www.actransit.org. New
schedules and maps will be
available on the AC Transit

Web site, on buses, and at
their headquarters at 1600
Franklin St. Also, to help plan
your travel, the new Bay
Area transit guide can be
accessed by calling 511, or
online at 511.org.

Line 5: Discontinued, with limited supplementary school service (line 305 remains in
service).

Line 11: Minor schedule changes.

Line 14: Rerouted at eastern end to operate via School St., 35th Ave., MacArthur Blvd.,
and Quigley.

Line 44: Discontinued.

Lines 46/46A: Line 46 route shortened to operate between Coliseum BART and Keller
Ave. (at Mountain Blvd.); line 46A discontinued, replaced with limited supplementary
school service.

Line 47: Minor schedule changes.

Line 48: Route shortened to operate between Fruitvale BART and MacArthur Blvd.

Line 56: Service discontinued after 8 p.m.

Line 57: Rerouted in Emeryville via 40th St. and Shellmound St. to 64th St. (nearest stop
to Emeryville Amtrak at Shellmound and Powell, passengers use pedestrian overpass to
station); at eastern end, route operates via MacArthur Blvd. and terminates at Eastmont
Transit Center.

Lines 58/58X: replaced by N and NL (see below).

Line K: Discontinued; some segments replaced by NL.

Line KH: Discontinued.

Line N: Restructured to operate via the discontinued Line A route from San Francisco to
downtown Oakland, then along the new Line NL route from Broadway to Eastmont Transit
Center and continuing to Oakland Airport via 73rd Ave., Hegenberger Rd., Airport Dr.,
and Air Cargo Way. Operates from midnight to 5 a.m.

Line NL: Restructured to operate all day with limited stops between Eastmont Transit
Center and San Francisco via MacArthur Blvd., Grand Ave., 20th St., San Pablo Ave.,
and W. Grand Ave.

Lines NF/NG/NH/NV: Discontinued; replaced by NX3, NX4 (see below).

Line NX1: New commute-hour line operating via MacArthur Blvd. from Fruitvale Ave. to
Grand Ave., entering Hwy. 580 at Lake Park Ave. (at Grand Ave.); only transbay
passengers allowed to board.

Line NX2: New commute-hour line operating via MacArthur Blvd. from High St. to
Fruitvale Ave., entering Hwy. 580 at Fruitvale Ave.; only transbay passengers allowed to
board.

Line NX3: New commute-hour line operating via MacArthur Blvd. from Dutton Ave. to
High St., entering Hwy. 580 at High St.; only transbay passengers allowed to board.

Line NX4: New commute-hour line operating from Castro Valley to San Francisco via
Grove St., Castro Valley Blvd., Center St., Heyer Ave., Madison Ave., Seven Hills Rd.,
Lake Chabot Rd., Castro Valley Blvd., and Foothill Blvd., entering Hwy. 580 at 150th Ave.
(selected trips start at Foothill Blvd. and John St.); only transbay passengers allowed to
board. 

AC Transit Service Changes
(Clip and Save)

Serving your neighborhood
for over 25 years with
30 professional Real Estate Agents

• If you are thinking of selling, we offer free property evaluation.
• If you are thinking of buying, we offer many 1st time buyer loan

programs with down payments as low as $500.
• If you are thinking of renting, call us for a list of rentals.
• If you are tired of managing your property, call us for professional

property management.
Lynn A. Worthington, Broker

5942 MacArthur Boulevard  •  510-562-8600
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Calendar of Community Events

BY K A T Y M U R P H Y, CO O R D I N A T O R

The MacArthur Metro calendar welcomes a range of listings. We
emphasize community meetings and actions that address neighbor-
hood concerns, and cultural events that enrich our surroundings.

To have your event listed, please contact Katy Murphy no later than
the 12th of the preceding month at kmmurphy@hotmail.com or 534-
5330. Please include the word “Metro” in the subject line of e-mail.

December 2003 /  January 2004
Friends of Melrose Library: Monday, December 1, 6 p.m.,
Melrose Branch Library, Foothill and 48th Ave.

Children�s Storytime: Tuesdays in December, 10:30 a.m.,
Melrose Branch Library, Foothill and 48th Ave. Ages 3 to 5.
Please call 535-5623 to confirm time in advance.

Writers� Group: Tuesdays, December 2 and 16, 6 to 8 p.m.,
Laurel Book Store, 4100 MacArthur Blvd. With Marnie Webb,
for writers who have been published or are serious about getting
published.

Poetry Diversified: Tuesdays, December 2 and 16, 7:30 to 9
p.m., World Ground Café, 3726 MacArthur Blvd. Featuring
Felicia Thompson December 2, all open mic December 16;
open mic signup at 7:15. For more information, call Chokwadi,
261-6792, or visit www.worldgrounds.com.

Councilmember Jean Quan, District 4, Office Hours: Dimond:
Wednesdays, 3 to 5 p.m., Oakland Police Substation, Safeway,
3550 Fruitvale Ave.; staffed by Linda Wong. Laurel: Thursdays,
3 to 5 p.m., and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to noon, 4173 MacArthur
Blvd., 2nd floor; staffed by Arturo Sanchez Thursdays, rotating
staff Saturdays.

Community Meeting on Quarry Development: Thursday, Decem-
ber 4 at 7 p.m., Hillview Baptist Church, 7309 Greenly Drive.
Public invited.

Dimond Improvement Association: Wednesday, December 3,
7:30 to 9 p.m., Dimond Library, 2nd Floor, 3565 Fruitvale Av-
enue. Reports from City Attorney John Russo and Councilmember
Jean Quan, and updates on the Hillcrest, Altenheim, business
development, and streetscape/transit planning.

Dan May Holiday Open Studio: Saturday, December 6, 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m.; Sunday, December 7, noon to 5 p.m., 3896 Whittle
Ave. Local artist exhibits many wonderful items for any budget.
Paintings, prints, reproductions, notecards, t-shirts, glassware,
and more. Call 530-3579 for information.

Metro
Gardeners� Exchange

A mature five-foot-high dwarf
lemon tree is yours for the
taking. It needs to be trans-
planted, so bring a shovel,
some know-how, and a truck.
Contact fellow gardener
Kristen Caven at 534-1415,
or kristen@littlepig.com. 

The
Imperfect
Gardener

Adina
Sara

long with eggnog and
gift catalogs, another
phenomenon arriving

in your neighborhood this
time of year could be crime.

“What we have found
is that around the holidays
crime does have a tendency
to go up,” claims Renee
Sykes, Neighborhood Ser-
vices Coordinator for the
Oakland Police Department.
“The biggest problems we
have right now are property
crimes, including car burglar-
ies, residential burglaries,
and car theft,” Ms. Sykes
explains.

But fortunately, there
are practical ways you can
protect yourself and your
property. First, thieves don’t
want to draw undue atten-
tion. With a little effort, you
can set up deterrents. Make
sure you have installed the
strongest, most durable locks
on doors and windows, and
keep them secured whenever
possible. Burglars will spend
very little time attempting
a break-in when they see
you’ve taken precautions.

Holy Names Orchestra Concert: Sunday, December 7, 3 p.m.,
Valley Center for the Performing Arts, Holy Names College,
3500 Mountain Blvd. Featuring Roy Bogas, pianist and conduc-
tor, Les Pfutzenreuter, guest conductor. Brahms Piano Concerto
No. 2 in B Flat, Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 4, Bach-Kalam
Prelude in E Major. Admission $10, $5, $2. Call 436-1330 for
information.

Holiday Craft Program: Wednesday, December 10, 2 to 3 p.m.,
Melrose Branch Library, Foothill and 48th Ave. Create Papel
Picado banners, fun and beautiful holiday decorations. All
ages. Please call 535-5623 to confirm time.

Maxwell Park NCPC: Wednesday, December 10, 7 to 8:30
p.m. Mills College, off MacArthur at Pierson. Please check in at
main gate for meeting location. Call 534-4978 for information.

Jazz Concert and Chocolate Tasting: Wednesday, December 10,
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Mills College Art Museum, 5000 MacArthur
Blvd. Alma & the Blue Wave Band. Free. Call 430-2252 for in-
formation.

Allendale NCPC: Thursday, December 11, 7 p.m., Allendale
Recreation Center, 3711 Suter Street. Short general meeting and
holiday get-together. Contact Beverly Blythe, 532-0333, or Deb
Ramirez, 535-5689, for more information.

Councilmember Desley Brooks District 6, Town-Hall Meeting:
Saturday, December 13, 10 a.m. to noon, Frick Middle School
Cafeteria, 2845 64th Ave.

Magic Show: Monday, December 15, 5 p.m., Melrose Branch
Library, Foothill and 48th Ave.

Bret Harte Middle School Winter Music Concert: Tuesday
December 16, 7 p.m., Bret Harte Middle School Cafetorium,
3700 Coolidge Avenue. Instrumental performances by students
under the direction of Mr. Duane Worm, a 2002 KDFC Music
Instructor of the Year finalist. Admission $2. Call 879-2068 for
information.

MasterGuild Series of Professional Chamber Music: Sunday,
January 11, 7 p.m., Valley Center for the Performing Arts, Holy
Names College, 3500 Mountain Blvd. Father-Daughter concert
with Roy Bogas, piano, Sharon Bogas, cello, Nadya Tichman,
violin, Herb Tichman, clarinet. Milhaud, Schubert, Mendelssohn.
Admission $15, $10, $5. Call 559-8535 for information.

Bowling for Columbine Showing for Teenagers: Monday,
January 12, 4 p.m., Melrose Branch Library Auditorium, Foothill
and 48th Ave. Discussion to follow.

Melrose/High Hopes NCPC (beat 27X): Thursday, January 15,
7 p.m., Horace Mann Elementary School, Congress and
Ignacio. Election of 2004 officers. 

Many people like to
surround their homes with
bushes and hedges for pri-
vacy, but they can also be
a haven for burglars. Keep
your front hedges trimmed
so that neighbors can clearly
see your front door.

Be wary of solicitors and
strangers, and don’t be afraid
to take note when you see
someone you don’t recognize
roaming the neighborhood.
Only if you feel comfortable,
Ms. Sykes suggests asking
them if you can help them
find something. This will
put them on notice that they
have been spotted. Always
ask for identification before
opening your door when it
is someone you don’t know.
If they’re asking for help,
don’t be afraid to tell them
you are unable to help them,
but that you’ll call police on
their behalf.

Be sure that you are alert
to your surroundings, even
during the day. Many crimes
occur in daylight because
thieves know that is the time
most people are working.

When the sun goes down,
keep exterior lights on all
night for all home entry

Secure Your Home for the Holidays
B Y M A R Y A N N M I L L E R

A
points, including the garage.
Studies have shown that
leaving one 40-watt porch
light burning all night adds
as little as three cents per
month to your PG&E bill.
And, investing in sensor
lights is a good way to
conserve energy and keep
yourself and your property
protected. Ms. Sykes recom-
mends neighbors band
together to see if their local
hardware store will give

Relax, Reduce Tension, Increase Your Well-Being

OAKLAND HILLS MASSAGE
Lincoln Square Shopping Center

4110 Redwood Road, Suite 102   (Near Safeway)

(510) 530-6154

Swedish

Deep
Tissue

Sports
Massage

Gift
Certificates

E D E N
Custom Framing

� S A L E �
All Custom Frames

20% off
Standard Size Frames

Low as $15
HOURS: Mon-Fri 9:30–6:00

Sat 10:00–5:00; Sunday Closed

2569 MacArthur Blvd.

Oakland

510-530-3795

them bulk discounts on light-
ing products (see Orchid
for Laurel Hardware).

Make sure that your ad-
dress can be seen clearly from
the street to help police and
other emergency personnel.

Type in the words
“How to Prevent Crime” on
Google’s Web site, and you’ll
find Web sites that offer many
more helpful tips on protect-
ing yourself any time of the
year. And don’t be afraid to
ask Santa for some identifica-
tion before he crawls down
the chimney. 

where there is no place for a
big root system,” he said. The
growth habits of these trees
make them a nuisance and a
challenge to maintain. Knowing
the full complexity of the prob-
lem gives this Maple Avenue
resident a broader view and
sympathy for the Street Trees
Department. He has beautiful
trees on his own property and
suggests that as a way to go.
He didn’t offer to prune at 3729.
That’s the job of the Street Trees
Department.

No matter how complex
the problems, neighborhoods
know from experience that
without trees we have blight.
Planting in recent years on
Maple and many other streets
has transformed the atmo-
sphere. For maintenance crews,
trees may be weeds, but for
people they are good weeds,
necessary for health and human
happiness. With good informa-
tion, flexibility, and courtesy,
neighborhoods should be able
to work with the city, and the
city with us, to keep the streets
green and shaded. 

Out on a Limb
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 8
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Roussel Sargent

Jacob & Linda Hart

Knud Danild

Joan Dark

Deborah Cooper

Vic & Nancy Miloslavich

Elaine Lyford-Nojima &
Dana Nojima

Rochelle Wald &
Sara Wynne

Susanne Lea &
Russ Bruno

Niccolo DeLuca

Susan Harman

Janet Broughton

Wilson Riles &
Patricia St. Onge

Cheri Ivey

Karen Marie Schroeder

Hamachi

Richard Weinstein

Lydia Palmin &
Tom Daley

Richard Cowan

Bonnie Henriquez

Jeff Kelley & Hung Liu

Dolphin Waletzky

William & Susan
Bagnell

Leslie Bialik & Gene Tucci

John Elk lll

Lisa Ruhland &
Michael Cowan

Carolyn Vallerga

Andrew & Christine Cohn

Keiko Shimada

Beth Walukas

David Vahlstrom

Shoshana &
David Finacom

Ursula

Eduardo P. García

Celeste Burton

Kathy & Phil Caskey

Andretta I. R. Fowler

Marcia Henry & Gary
Delgado

Mr. & Mrs.
Greg Fredericks

Richard & Nancy Banker

Dimond Improvement
Association

Doug Ferguson

Phillip Wong & Lisa Lemus

Nancy Meyer

Laura Stern

Michael Ferro

Mary Lee Peterson

The Metro acknowledges contri-
butions of $50 or more by listing
your name or business as a Money
Honey for 10 issues. You keep
our paper alive and well.

MONEY
HONEYS

ÒTime, history,
connection,
and pride are
interwoven.Ó

yearbooks and photos. They
can gain a sense of time and
place when they think about
other students who came before
them. Time, history, connection,
and pride are interwoven.

Schools are transitory places.
Students and families, teachers
and administrators all come and
go. We rely on our community
to help fill in the blanks. If you
have memories, photos, or
memorabilia to share with us,

Bret Harte History
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 1 2

please call the Parent Center
at 879-2068, or write us at
brethartefamilyrc@hotmail.com.
Thank you. 
ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ
Sharon Higgins works as a Parent
Coordinator at Bret Harte. She
has lived in the neighborhood for
16 years.

Dimond News
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 5

presentation by Citizens
Housing at a community
meeting is expected in
early December.

Welcome to Paradise
and a Really Cool Spot

Paradise Bookstore is now
open in the former Little
Book Shop, and Subway
is ready to move in just a
few doors away. Across

but my investigation revealed
no feline misbehavior. As I stood
on the porch facing an area of
dense shrubs, the low, guttural
cries became more desperate.
I could vaguely see an animal
thrashing around in the bushes.
As I went around the other side
of the fence to get a clearer look,
I quickly saw the creature’s
dilemma. A large raccoon had
somehow managed to get one
of his front paws caught in
the slats of our fence and was
hanging by the trapped paw.

As we stood on the side of
the fence containing only the
raccoon’s foot, I reviewed my
options—call Animal Control
(not available on a Sunday
night), or try to free the animal
myself without also becoming a
victim. I remembered my trusty
crowbar and gently tried insert-
ing it between the slats. Upon
my first attempt, the beautiful
but fierce ring-tailed creature
reared up at me with a menacing
growl, almost causing me to
abandon my efforts. I then real-
ized that while his black, shiny
eyes could penetrate me, he
and his formidable claws were
on the other side of the fence.
As I gradually began to loosen
the board, his growling de-
creased as he realized that I
was saving him from a miserable
death. Once free, he disappeared
in a flash, not bothering to stick
around for the ice and ibuprofen
I would have offered him.

While animals can be a source
of great delight, they can also
be vexing. Always a fan of squir-
rels, I once read somewhere that
their favorite food is hazelnuts.
Wishing to draw closer some of
the little red beauties, I recently
bought some expensive hazel-
nuts, placing them on the porch
rail where the squirrels like to
visit. I was encouraged when a
particularly plump, bushy-tailed
specimen alighted on the rail,
grasped the nut with his deter-
mined little paws, and began eat-
ing. But after two quick chomps,
he abandoned the nut and re-
turned to the cat-food bowl to
eat Max Cat Light. I don’t know
when the field research was
done on rodent culinary prefer-
ences, but I suspect it was before
the days of premium cat food.
I think from now on, I’ll let the
squirrels forage for themselves!

The days are shorter and
colder now, but don’t let that
be a deterrent. Bundle up, sit
outside (or observe through a
picture window), and make
yourself available for what na-
ture wants to give you. It may
be the persistent call of a hum-
mingbird, or a rustling field
mouse interrupting your medita-
tion, but whether mundane or
unusual, it will be a balm to
your psyche. And far more
economical than exotic travel. 

LOCAL ANIMAL RESOURCES
Lake Merritt Institute

www.lakemerrittinstitute.org
Lindsay Wildlife Museum
www.wildlife-museum.org

East Bay SPCA
www.eastbayspca.org

Oakland Animal Shelter
www.oaklandanimalservices.org

Wildlife
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 8

ÒThereÕs a lot to
check out, so
stroll on down!Ó

meeting on December 3, from
7:30 to 9 p.m., at Dimond
Library. The results of the
written survey will be ana-
lyzed and put into a separate
report. The next step in the
streetscape and transit im-
provement planning effort
is to discuss with the many
agencies involved options
for the additional $15,000 from
Caltrans that has been allo-
cated for Dimond planning.
Once agreement is reached,
with input from the commu-
nity, the council should pass
a resolution to accept the
money, and then the wheels
can begin turning.

Also, at the DIA meeting,
City Attorney John Russo
will report on city legal mat-
ters. Additionally, you will
hear the latest on all the DIA
committees’ efforts, meet
more neighbors, and share
in this year’s success.

DIA Volunteer of the
Month for December

Finally, DIA would like to
recognize Verne Vinella,
longtime active member and
board member. For countless
years, she has assembled, la-
beled, and mailed the DIA
newsletter to all our members.
She delivered 200 copies of
the MacArthur Metro to
Dimond businesses. She’s our
mail checker and check signer.
We’ve missed her lately, as
she’s been in the hospital,
but we’re overjoyed to see
her home and still as spry as
can be. Welcome back Verne!
ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ
Hoang can be reached at
hbanh@lmi.net. 

the street, Monica’s Candles
opened for business.

Then there’s the Cool Spot,
where Shari Godinez (owner
of Making Ends Meet and
president of the Dimond Mer-
chants), along with her brother,
is serving up gelato, ice cream,
smoothies, sundaes, banana
splits, coffee, and much more
where Tango Gelato once was.

A few doors away,
Housewares, Etc. has opened
and filled up its shelves. Let’s
not forget to mention Farmers
Insurance, which actually
opened earlier this year next
to Dimond Library. There’s
a lot to check out, so stroll
on down!

Dimond Survey Results
Are In!

The results of the Dimond
phone survey will be pre-
sented at the next DIA general

Top left: Katy Murphy and Vito Vanoni at Juliet’s balcony in Verona, Italy; Top right: Toni Locke, with
her great grandson Joss Ettrick and his mother JeAnne Ettrick, reading the Metro at his One Year
Birthday Party in San Mateo. Bottom: Bena Currin and Jason Hull in the Forbidden City in Beijing.

THE METRO GETS AROUND AND AROUND

The Contractors’ Rental Center
 Commercial Accounts Welcome

Builders • Roofers • Painters • Plumbers
Landscapers • Masons • Janitors

WE REPAIR & SERVICE POWER TOOLS

Ryder Truck Rentals • Open 7 Days
2969 MacArthur Blvd • 482-5545
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id you attend Bret Harte
Junior High School? Did
you send your children

there? We are starting a project
to learn more about our history.

When did Bret Harte first
open? We know that our gradu-
ating classes go back to at least
1930 because we have class
photographs. Our collection
spans 1930 to 1946 and then
becomes sporadic.

We also have a collection
of yearbooks starting at 1965,
but we are missing 1970 to 1972,
1977, and 1992 to 1997. It is inter-
esting to browse through these
books because they reflect
both constants and changes that
have occurred over the years.

Last year Mrs. Vincent, our
previous librarian, discovered
three binders full of PTA docu-
ments and reports dating from
1941 to 1975. These papers tell

us something about the concerns
and interests of parents.

We have learned that stu-
dents today play basketball on
the site of the original school
building. It was demolished at
some point, but when? We have
also heard that the local water-
shed flows diagonally under
the playground. That explained
why one tree was growing so
much bigger than other trees that
were planted at the same time.

You may have heard that
Academy Award-winning actor
Tom Hanks attended Skyline
High School. Did you know
that he also graduated from
Bret Harte Junior High School
in 1971? His classmates selected
him as both “Most Popular”
and “Best Sense of Humor.”
Also, in those days he spelled
his name “Thom.”

Our students are fascinated
when they look at the old

Recovering Our Lost History

Digital photos of old Bret Harte yearbooks have been taken by Jair Beckles, age 10, and Alexis
Yarbough, age 11, 6th grade students in Ms. Froehlig’s Techbridge Computer Class.

BY SH A R O N H I G G I N S

continued on page 11

Bill Miller
Your Area Real Estate Specialist
Relocation and Corporate Services Available

510-534-4500
LandmarkCS@aol.com

Neighborhood
Resident since 1980

See your State Farm Agent:
Jain Williams

4222 MacArthur Blvd.
(510) 530-3222

Auto • Home • Life • Health
State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

STATE  FARM

INSURANCE
¨

Auto

Life Fire

Nature’s Bounty
Fresh from

Farm & Sea ...
We cook fresh fish & poultry

to order, while you wait!
Monday-Saturday 10am-7pm

510.482.1255
Telephone Orders Accepted

4014 MacArthur Blvd.

LAFRANCHI’S
LIQUORS

Fine Wine
& Spirits

Domestic &
Imported

Beer
Imported

Cigars

Open 7 Days!
Sun.-Thurs. 8am-Midnight

Fri. & Sat. 8am-2am.

35th & MacArthur
482-8208

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET

BREADS
•FINE FOOD DELICACIES

Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm

Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178
35th & MacArthur

—
MARKET PLACE—

OPEN EVERYDAY
6:30AM-9PM

3726 MacArthur Blvd
in the Laurel
482-2933

order online:
www.worldgrounds.com

  Fair Trade,
Organic Coffees

  Scrumptious
Panini & Salads

  Fresh Fruit
Smoothies

Now serving

Now serving
Draft

MicroBrews
& Organic Wine

by the Glass

Draft
MicroBrews

& Organic Wine
by the Glass

Tue.-Sat. 12-5:30pm
4004 MacArthur Blvd

510-482-5921
Email:

KomodoToyz@aol.com

Making a difference, just a little bit at a time
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The Coolest
Novelty Toys
& Gifts Ever!

Happy, Happy
Holidays!

DOROTHY OKAMOTO

Optometrist

3714 MacArthur Boulevard
Oakland   530-2330

Over 20 years in the Laurel District

D

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966

Open M-F 8-8, Sat 9-6

Happy
Holidays

from
Laurel

Hardware

ZHI DAO GUAN
THE TAOIST CENTER
Dr. Alex Feng LAc, PhD, OMD

3824 MacArthur Boulevard, Oakland
510-336-0129
www.thetaoistcenter.com

T A O I S M C L A S S a n d M E D I TAT I O N :
Last Friday of every month at 7pm (Dec. 26, Jan. 25)
Free and Open to the Public

Give a special gift this year—

CHINESE ART AND CALLIGRAPHY CLASS:
For Adults, Saturdays 10am -12noon
NEW CHILDREN’S CLASS from 2-3pm

• A class in Tai Chi or Chinese Calligraphy and Artwork
• Bodywork session • Yoga • Judo/Jujitsu • Feng shui trinkets
• Or a session with Dr. Alex Feng—One of the Ten Best Alternative
   Medicine Practitioners in the Bay area (San Francisco Focus Magazine)

Gift Certificates available at The Taoist Center or by email:
charlene@thetaoistcenter.com

Happy Reading Holidays
and a Happy New Book Year

from all of us at the Laurel Book Store!

We now have magazines


