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f you have ever driven by
Maxwell Park, on Allendale
Avenue just off High Street,

you may have seen groups of
children and adults playing
in the yard of an old house.
Gail Murphy is the director
of Peter Pan Cooperative
Preschool, located in that
house. Started in 1947 by Mills
University women in Maxwell
Park, the co-op continues with
the original vision of offering
community, affordability, and
a nursery school experience for
children in Oakland. Today
it’s a vibrant community of
30 families, all of whom are
required to work specific
jobs to keep the co-op going,
ranging from teaching one
day a week, doing weekly
maintenance jobs, raising
funds, and developing work
projects and monthly social
events for both adults and
children.

Throughout the past 60
years the school has been in
different settings and locations
throughout the neighborhoods
from Fruitvale Avenue to

Sheryl Graab, Susan Jaeger, Laura Koch & Laurie Delay, Thayer & Scott Lund, Jason Patton

You, too, can become a friend of the Metro. See page 2.

Your support helps keep the Metro alive! Become one of the Thousand Friends.

iding a bike is no longer
just about staying upright
on two wheels. As many

parents know, teaching kids to
ride bikes merely begins with
balance. On today’s roads, kids
and adults need to master skills
before hitting the streets for a
bike ride. Safe Routes to Schools:
Alameda County, a new school
and community program,
provides trainings, events and
education to encourage families
to get around with human
power. This program offers
resources to 30 schools in
Alameda County. This fall, along
with 50 schools in the area and
schools all over the world, Max-
well Park and Laurel Schools
participated in International
Walk and Roll to School Day.

Along with providing
engineering solutions for unsafe
roads, bike and pedestrian

Preserving the Past and Shaping the Future

cont inued on page 4

cont inued on page 2

Children tour Lucky.
See page 9.
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Dear Readers,
The MacArthur Metro needs your financial support.

Will you be a Money Honey or a Friend?
For almost 20 years, the MacArthur Metro has been

a reader-supported community newspaper that links
the neighborhoods from Fruitvale Ave. to Seminary and
from Foothill to the Warren Freeway (Highway 13).

Besides feature articles, we report in six Neighbor-
hood News columns on the Laurel, the Dimond,
Maxwell Park, High St., Redwood Heights, and Leona
Heights. We also bring you regular columns including
The Imperfect Gardener, To Your Health, Boulevard
Bites, Onions and Orchids, and the Calendar. We publish
the MacArthur Metro ten times a year in a print edition
of 7,000 copies and a recently revamped online edition
that provides text of articles, color photos, and a pdf.

We do all this, including the gathering of information,
attendance at meetings, fact checking, and photography,

MacArthur Metro
Needs Your Donations

B Y S H E I L A D ’ A M I C O

B Y M O N T E M C C L A I N

Peter Pan Cooperative Preschool is a vibrant community of 30 families, all of whom are required to work specific jobs to keep the co-op going, ranging from
teaching one day a week, doing weekly maintenance jobs, raising funds, and developing work projects and monthly social events for both adults and children.
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Safe Routes to Schools Family Cycling Clinic

Supervisor Nate Miley with neighborhood children at Safe Routes
to Schools’ Maxwell Park Walk to School Day.

cont inued on page 2
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Happy Holidays!
The Metro returns February 1.
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HOT NUMBERS
PUBLIC AGENCIES

ABAT—the Alcoholic 777-8670
Beverage Action Team

Graffiti hotline 238-4703

Abandoned cars 238-6030

O.P.D. Non-emergency 777-3333

Animal control 535-5602

Beat Health (drugs) 777-8630

Crime Stoppers 238-6946

Drug Hotline 238-DRUG

Public Works 615-5566

Truancy Tip Line 879-8172

Noise Hotline: 238-6777
(Oakland CEDA,
property complaint line)

C.O.R.E. 238-6351
(Citizens of Oakland
Respond to Emergencies)

City Tree Unit 615-5850

Oaklanders Assistance 444-CITY
Center can direct you to
the appropriate governmental
services in Oakland.

PRIVATE AGENCIES

A Safe Place 536-7233
(domestic violence)

East Bay Community 548-2377
Mediation (neighborhood disputes)

Sentinel Fair Housing 836-2687
(free landlord-tenant counseling
and discrimination investigation)
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We welcome your
news and ads;

deadline the 15th.

Publication in the
first week of each

month except
January and July.

ISSN 1091-1111

To contribute by credit card, go to www.macarthurmetro.org. Click on Network for Good.

How to Reach
the Metro

WRITE US A LETTER. Send
your comments to Letters
to the Editor, MacArthur
Metro, P.O. Box 19046,
Oakland, CA 94619; or to
metroreaders@earthlink.net

GIVE US A CALL. Our voice-
mail number is: 287-2655.

Letters may be edited for
length or clarity. Please in-
clude name, address and
phone number. We do not
print anonymous letters.

OUROBOROSANARCHY

Fruitvale Alive Reborn
Streetscape improvements to
Fruitvale and along the inter-
section of MacArthur, known
as the Fruitvale Alive Project,
are moving forward after the
influx of a $2 million MTC
grant and the continued
push from CEDA project
coordinator David Ralston.

An information session
and community forum is
scheduled for Wednesday,
December 5, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the Dimond Library, fol-
lowing the Dimond Safety
Council meeting at 6:30 p.m.
David Ralston will update
the community on the status
of the project and solicit
feedback on the plan and
design features, including
the 580-overpass remodel.

Dimond Winter Festival
The Dimond Winter Festival
will be held Saturday, Decem-
ber 8, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Winter Festival is an
Interfaith Celebration, with
spiritual leaders from various
faiths sharing words and
music to help us honor and
celebrate diversity.

Help support the local
economy by purchasing holi-
day crafts made by local art-
ists. Enjoy a pancake breakfast
made by Francis and Frank
of Ann’s cafe. Events include
making crafts with the kids
and photos with Santa. Listen
to musical performances by
Kehilla Synagogue, The Re-
naissance School Choir, and
other local youth groups.

$5 donation or canned
goods appreciated at the
door. For information, call
Ruth 336-0105.

Lincoln Court Center
to Stretch Your
Mind and Body

Programs tailored for adults
50 and over are now being
offered to the community at
the newly dedicated Lincoln
Court Center, located at
2400 MacArthur Blvd. Many
classes are offered at later
times in the day to accommo-
date a new generation of older

Dimond Neighborhood News
adults who are keeping their
minds and bodies moving.

Programs include: Breathe
and Move, starting Wednes-
day, Nov. 28, from 10:30 a.m.
to 12 p.m.; Strong Bodies Stay
Young; and Line Dancing.
All classes are tuition-free.
For more information and to
register for these classes, call
Helen Yuen at 336-1952.
For future classes and events,
visit the Dimond Improve-
ment Association Web site:
dimondnews.org

Dimond History Night
Last month’s Dimond History
Night hosted by the Dimond
Improvement Association
filled the Library’s commu-
nity room with people eager
to learn the vibrant evolution
of their beloved neighbor-
hood. Eleanor Dunn, local
historian, engaged the crowd
with projections of maps and
photos chronicling changes
in the region dating back to
the pre-Columbian era.

Attendees were able to
spend time in group discus-
sions with author Dennis
Evanosky, who recently
published a book on the
history of the Laurel District
and plans the same for
Dimond; Quentin from the
Oakland History Room; and
DIA Board Member Karen
Schroeder.

Emcee Victoria Wake
reminded guests that the
District continues to make
history, thanks in large part
to the contributions and
volunteer efforts of local
residents and merchants.

2008 Collectors Calendar
If you missed History Night
or want some of the old pho-
tos for your own collection,
purchase a 2008 Dimond His-
tory Collectors Calendar.
The calendar features pictures
from 19th- and early 20th-
century Dimond, historical
descriptions, important com-
munity event dates, and use-
ful city and neighborhood
phone numbers. The best
feature is that 100 percent
of the proceeds go directly to
the Dimond community for

B Y D A N I E L S W A F F O R D

with more than 30 volunteers
who are the MacArthur Metro
writers, production staff,
distributors, photographers,
and board members. We con-
tract for printing, advertising,
layout and graphics, and have
done so for several years.
Recently we added contracting
with a managing editor. These
services and other operating
expenses bring our budget to
just under $50,000 a year. We
don’t raise enough income to
meet these expenses.

All of our funds to operate
the MacArthur Metro come
from our wonderful advertis-
ers, who purchase approxi-
mately 30 to 40 display and
classified ads each issue,
and from approximately 100
donors, whom we call “Money
Honeys” and “Friends.”

For almost 20 years these
advertisers and donors have
contributed enough to keep
the MacArthur Metro going
without our engaging in active
fundraising campaigns. Now
we must let you know we need
your help to continue operating
this important community
resource. Will you join our
donors and make a financial
contribution?

Please consider becoming
a Money Honey by writing
a check today for $50 or $100
or more. Or please become a
Friend for a contribution up to
$50. If you prefer to contribute
using a credit card, go to our
Web site,
www.macarthurmetro.org.
Click on Network for Good
to make your donation. All
contributions are tax-deduct-
ible. All contributions go to
support the Metro. Thank you
for being a reader. We hope
you will be a financial sup-
porter as well. We need you. 

Metro Donations
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 1

cont inued on page 4

training in the schools, and
puppet shows that expound
on the joys and challenges faced
on the journey to school, Safe
Routes also provides educational
community events. On a beauti-
ful autumn Saturday, parents
joined with Safe Routes to
Schools instructors for three
hours of on-the-bike instruction.
Kids and parents enjoyed the
Laurel neighborhood and the
serenity and shade of Dimond
Park to practice bike drills and
a neighborhood ride.

Here are some tips from
the Family Cycling Clinic:

Have fun and
remember to breathe

It is best to follow behind your
children. You can see what they
are, and are not, doing. Riding
behind your children can shield
them from traffic and allows
you an opportunity to coach
them through intersections. If
your child is riding in front of
you, make sure he or she is
riding outside the “door zone”
(or watching for drivers opening
their doors). Teach children to
ride predictably by not swerving
and by using hand signals.

Make sure they know
the rules of the road

STOP: look left, right, and left
again before entering any inter-
section. You can also start prac-
ticing right-of-way at two- and
four-way stop intersections. Con-
sult the DMV driver’s booklet for
basic rules of the road. Cars and
bikes must follow the same rules.

Provide clear instruction
Provide clear instruction to your
children about where they must
wait for you. This prevents them
from getting too far ahead but
provides them with a sense of
independence (e.g., “you can
go ahead, but wait for me”). If
your child has shown erratic and
impulsive behavior or is incon-
sistent with following instruc-
tions, keep him or her close by.

Be prepared
Before leaving for a bike ride, do
the ABC quick check (air, brakes
and chain). Always bring a snack
and some water and a colorful
Band-Aid for quick “ouchy” fixes.

Come to the next
Family Cycling Clinic

For more information about
bringing Safe Routes programs to
your schools or about an upcom-
ing community training, please
call 740-3150 ext. 332 or e-mail
melanie@transcoalition.org. 

Safe Routes
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 1
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hat a wonderful
Leona Heights
neighborhood block

party we had at Marilyn
King’s home on October
18. Over 60 neighbors met for
the annual get-together, com-
plete with a potluck table and
Pedro’s choice of barbecued
delicacies. New residents met
old residents in a welcoming
atmosphere, complete with
music. Long-timers shared
reports and stories. Remind-
ers were shared about Home
Alert cooperation, and all
in all it was a memorable
renewal of the annual event
set for the second Sunday of
October.

In a last-minute review,
the annual fire protection in-
spectors required immediate
removal of a stand of bamboo
on our property. What to do
with hundreds of lengths of
bamboo cuttings? My wife
suggested calling the Oakland
Zoo. Quicker than I can tell
you, elephant-keeper John
Briggs appeared at our home
with a truck. We loaded
the bamboo, John tied it
down, and off he went with
the load of fresh food for the
elephants he cares for. He

B Y G O R D O N L A V E R T Y was happy and so were we.
The recent oil spill on San

Francisco Bay took on a local
flavor when Ross Laverty, who
fishes frequently on the Bay
from his boat, left his fishing
gear at home and went on an
inspection of the damage. He
got an excellent overview of
the impact on bird life, bridge
damage, and ship damage. He
found three dead birds and
five live ones covered with oil
and called their locations in to
bird rescuers. He found oil all
around Treasure Island—the
heaviest concentration in a
cove facing San Francisco. He
was encouraged to see many
fishing trawlers dragging
oil-absorbing devices. His
knowledge of the fishery and
the Bay has provided him with
a fresh viewpoint on the inci-
dent that has affected so many
of us in one way or another.

And last, the increasing
unlawful activity in and near
our neighborhood prompts us
all to keep alert and report any
suspicious activity to police.
Like the rest of Oakland, we’re
determined not to let the bad
behavior of a few upset the
good life of the rest of us. 
—————————————
Gordon Laverty can be reached
at lavertyhillmob2@sbcglobal.net.

Leona Heights
Neighborhood News

A Vision for Melrose
Leadership Academy

Seven years ago Moyra
Contreras developed a
middle school at Melrose
Elementary school to create
a safe environment for older
children. The new school
outgrew the space at Melrose
and moved to the vacant
Elisabeth Sherman site this
fall. Now Moyra, the princi-
pal of Melrose Leadership
Academy, has a vision of a
bilingual immersion program
for children from kindergar-
ten to eighth grade. She ex-
plained that it would offer a
quality program, bringing to-
gether youngsters whose first
language is either Spanish or
English. The current middle
school has an extended day
that includes arts, athletics,
and early planning for col-
lege and careers. This fall the
students joined community
members for a workday,
planting daffodils along with
fruits and vegetables, which
will provide healthy alterna-
tives for the youngsters. The
proposal before the school
district would be to enroll a
kindergarten class along with
the middle school next fall
and then add one grade each
year. A decision is expected
before this column appears.

Pre-Holiday Forgiveness
at the Oakland Library

Have you or someone in your
family been avoiding the li-
brary? Have you had a li-
brary book since—well, who
knows when? Or perhaps
you can’t find that book you
checked out last summer. If
you answered “yes” to any
of these questions, you have
until December 14 to clear
your record by returning
material checked out before
November 1, or admitting
that you have lost it. And

B Y A D E L L E F O L E Y

High Street Neighborhood News

there will be no fines or fees.
In addition to the amnesty

program, Melrose Branch is
encouraging visits by classes,
pre-school groups and day
care providers. Library Assis-
tant Juenita Lee, a recent
graduate of San Jose State
Library School, is filling in at
Melrose Branch, handling the
school visits as well as orders
for the children’s collection.

Halloween in
Maxwell Park

The group of trick-or-treaters
pictured on Ashley and Vee’s
steps on Halloween evening
seemed to appreciate the extra
hour of daylight. The menag-
erie included a mermaid, a
monkey, a panda, a horse and
a cat in an enormous striped
hat. They were joined by a
princess, superman, a pirate, a
dowager empress, a witch, an
M&M, and a Hershey’s Kiss.

Down on High Street the
Boys & Girls Club’s Teen

Center was transformed into
a haunted house. A ghost
floated by overhead as
spiders and cobwebs hung
from the ceiling. Surrounded
by smoke and moans, we
wandered into Dr. Adolfus
Dripping Blood’s spooky lab.
But the event was more than
just fun and fright. At the end
of the evening, site manager
Mirabel Corral told me that
students from UC Berkeley’s
Unite for Sight had com-
pleted vision screenings
for 40 youngsters.

Green Thumbs
at Horace Mann

Betram Nguyen and Wendi
and Rosa Gutierrez worked
with teacher Rhea Rojas to
turn giant jigsaw puzzle
pieces into a planter box.
They joined over 50 members
of the Horace Mann school
and neighborhood commu-
nity planting daffodils,

Halloween trick or treaters. Front row: Dylan Higgins-Kiang (panda),
Paul Thomsak (M&M), Tommy Going (monkey); back row: Cecilia
Thomsak (mermaid), Katherine Higgins-Kiang (horse).
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Elephant-keeper John Briggs loads bamboo cuttings into his truck
with the help of the Lavertys.
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Dr. Alex Feng LAc, PhD, OMD
“One of the Ten Best Complementary
Medicine Practitioners in the Bay Area”
                                                                —SF Focus Magazine

3824 MacArthur Boulevard,
Oakland  •  510-336-0129
www.thetaoistcenter.com

Bring in the New Year with Peace and Serenity!
DECEMBER TAOISM CLASS IS ON DEC. 31st:
New Year’s Eve Potluck at 8:30; Meditation at 11:15pm

                         ZHI DAO GUAN
THE TAOIST CENTER
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THE TAOIST CENTER OFFERS:
• Traditional Chinese Medicine Care and Consultations with Dr. Feng

• Hand selected herbal teas and herbal customized prescriptions
• Classes in Tai Ji, Qi Gong and Judo/Jujitsu, Bagua and Broadsword

• Tai Ji or Qi Gong instructional DVD by Dr. Feng
• Bodywork sessions • Sparring classes • Yoga classes

• Feng Shui reading of the home or business

Gift Certificates available at The Taoist Center
and at www.thetaoistcenter.com

Give a Gift of
Healing & Health

this Holiday
Season!

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET

BREADS
•FINE FOOD DELICACIES

Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm

Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178
35th & MacArthur

—
MARKET PLACE—

Thanksgiving boxes decorated by kids at the Discovery Center
(clockwise from top): Lt. Sharon Williams and Rich Bolecek assemble
the boxes. Turkeys trot on boxes decorated by Discovery Center kid
artists. Sunrise, one of the Thanksgiving boxes later filled with food
for needy families by Melrose High Hopes NCPC.

cont inued on page 5
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Paulette
Avery,

 R.N., M.S.N.,
I.B.C.L.C.

 To Your Health

very year my wonderful
mother-in-law sends us
a package of homemade

goodies for the holidays. The
box includes a huge bag of
her delicious Chex mix,
frosted sugar cookies, hand-
dipped chocolate mint patties
(my personal favorite), and
divinity fudge. We all look
forward to the arrival of that
box, but then we are faced
with trying to enjoy it without
overdoing. And that is just
one source of dietary tempta-
tion this time of year. Add to
that the boxes of candy sitting
around at work, the eggnog,
cocktails, and rich foods
served at parties, and the
huge meals consumed at
holiday dinners, and you
may start the New Year sev-
eral pounds heavier. It’s no
wonder that the most common
New Year’s resolution is to
lose weight. Fortunately, gain-
ing weight over the holidays
need not be your fate. Read on
for suggestions that can help
you avoid those extra pounds.

Begin by setting a realistic
goal for yourself when it
comes to holiday eating. For
example, if your long-range
goal is weight loss, a healthful
and realistic goal is to main-
tain your current weight and
resume weight loss after the
holidays. Experts suggest that

“dieting” is never the answer
to long-term weight control
because it is too hard to main-
tain. Rather work toward
developing new attitudes and
habits that you can continue
indefinitely, such as eating
more fruits and vegetables
and fewer foods high in fat.

Denying yourself all of
your favorite foods generally
doesn’t result in success
either. Feeling deprived can
lead to stronger cravings
for the off-limit foods. For a
better strategy, choose a few
of your favorite indulgences,
and then eat them in small
portions. That way you can
enjoy your favorite foods
and still feel good about not
overdoing.

Portion control sits at the
center of all healthy eating
plans and will be especially
helpful over the holidays. Eat-
ing larger portions of lower-
calorie foods and smaller por-
tions of starches and meats is
one way to do this. Fill about
half your plate with fruits and
vegetables, about a quarter
with rice, potatoes or other
starches, and the final quarter
with a protein source. 
—— ————————————
Paulette Avery is a registered nurse
and a freelance writer who special-
izes in health issues. She can be
reached at averyfam@comcast.net.

How to
Maintain a
Healthy Weight
over the Holidays

E
B Y S H E I L A D ’ A M I C O

Would you like to write the
Onions and Orchids column?
Contact the editor at
metroreaders@earthlink.net.

 Orchids to Ruth
Villaseñor of the Dimond
Merchants Association for
installation of the Dimond
directory kiosk on Fruitvale
Ave. near the entrance to
Farmer Joe’s.

 Orchids to Abdo
Alawdi, owner of Two Star
Market in the Dimond, for
once again sponsoring and
hosting a Thanksgiving
Day celebration for the
community. 

Dimond Business District kiosk on Fruitvale near the entrance to Farmer Joe’s.

Come Check Out Our
Great Selection of Food!

#1 SEAFOOD
& CHICKEN
(formerly MacArthur Fish & Poultry)

Great Food & Great Prices!
—————————————

$5.49 Special
Fish, shrimp & chicken wings meal.

Comes with your choice of french fries
or fried rice.

—————————————
We cook fresh fish & poultry

to order, while you wait!

Monday-Saturday 10am-7pm

510.482.1255
Telephone Orders Accepted

4014 MacArthur Blvd.

AAnn IIMMAAGGIINNAATTIIVVEE aanndd FFUUNN
Approach to Dance

� Ballet, Tap and Jazz   
� Creative Movement
� Mommy and Me classes
� Gymnastics, Hip-Hop   

� African Dance    � Odissi Indian Classical Dance
� Musical Theater � Shows on Stage
� Costumes and Props   � Birthday Parties

3369 Mt. Diablo Bvd., Lafayette  925.284.7388
and now in Oakland: 3841 MacArthur Blvd.  510.531.4400

www.kidsndance.com

NEW
OAKLAND LOCATION3841 MacArthur Blvd.510.531.4400

NEW
3841 MacArthur Blvd.510.531.4400

HOUSE OF PRODUCE
Special Prices Every Day!

International Foods & Groceries
Fresh Organic Produce, Soy

& Dairy Products
Fresh Squeezed Orange Juice

Delicious Fine Foods

4020 MacArthur Blvd.
(510) 530-5158

Mon-Sat 8:30am-7pm,
Sun 8:30am-5pm

FREE DELIVERY within 2 miles
with a minimum $30 purchase

beautification and safety projects.
2008 Dimond Improvement

Association members receive a
discount on the calendar. Join

Dimond News
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 2

Ying Fu Saeturn (left), Nai Siew Saechao, and Mey Yan Saechao,
Mien elders from the local community who have plots in the Peralta
Hacienda community garden, are doing a cooking demonstration
on the porch of the Peralta House in Fruitvale at Peralta Hacienda’s
November 10th Community Recipe Book Exhibition.
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the DIA and add more value to
the community. To receive a
calendar order form, contact
the Dimond Improvement As-
sociation at dia@dimondnews.
org or call 452-7392. Order
forms are also available in
the Dimond Library. 

Seminary Avenue and from
Foothill Boulevard to the
Warren Freeway. The co-op
school last moved in 1982 from
Miracles of Faith Church (on
Virginia) to its present location
in the old house at 4618
Allendale Ave. Director since
1984, Murphy has been in-
volved there since coming as
a parent in 1979 looking for a
preschool experience and com-
munity. She has a long history
in these neighborhoods, dating
even farther back than her
childhood memories of going
for penny candy at John’s Sweet
Shop in the Laurel (now Phnom
Penh). All four of her grandpar-
ents lived in the Laurel, where
her parents attended school at
Laurel Elementary, Bret Harte,
and Fremont. She has worked
with diverse District Four fami-
lies over the past 25 years and
has lived in neighborhoods
from the Laurel to Maxwell
Park to Millsmont to Redwood
Heights.

When asked how she has

Peter Pan Co-op
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 1

seen our neighborhoods change
recently, she names many fac-
tors: a significant loss of the
African-American middle-class
population in Maxwell Park,
a gentrifying effect as older
residents are replaced by
younger families, and the ar-
rival of many couples looking
for affordable housing. The
new residents are a catalyst for
ongoing transformation. Their
expectations of change, activist
perspective, willingness to
work hard, and their access to
communication and communal
organizations, such as the many
Community Yahoo! groups
including MPNC, all inspire
change. Murphy sees that many
of these families are struggling
as they aim to balance work
and parenting, and find decent
educational opportunities for
their children in an extremely
expensive environment.

Referring to our hurried
balancing act of urban life,
Murphy suggests that a co-op
community can provide part of
the support families are looking
for. What was historically pro-
vided through church commu-
nities and the expansive Parks

& Recreation programs in local
public schools is either no
longer provided or sought.
“Our neighborhood is changing.
But children aren’t. Children
need a heavy concentration of
adults around them to support
and raise them, teaching inter-
dependence and relationships.”
Co-ops offer urban families a
haven, providing personal or-
der, structure, and a communal
safety net for children. Essen-
tially an urban village, it helps
parents raise their children in
the middle of the urban jungle.

The curriculum at Peter
Pan is play-based: the program
seeks to provide children with
“time and opportunities for
self-directed play, development
of personal power through so-
cial settings and contact with
the natural world.” Play-based
schooling, which has been much
in the news of late, aims prima-
rily to foster creativity and
ingenuity. It’s about balance
and social development more
than academic acquisition.

The co-op context is also
instrumental in supporting
families by providing parenting
skills and preparing parents for
becoming future participants
in local schools as helpers in
the classroom, fundraisers, and

continued on page 10
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We Serve the Best
Fish Tacos in Town

Try our Popular
Shrimp Burritos
& Fish Burritos

Mon-Sat 11am-7pm
Sun 12pm-4pm

3100 35th Avenue
510-533-7733
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METRO
CLASSIFIED ADS

INSTRUCTION

Mendocino coast cottage: Charming
furnished 1BR plus living room sofa
bed, fireplace, fully equipped
kitchen. Minimum 3 days, $90/day,
$550/week. (510) 482-5577.

RENTALS

Interior Painting. Jacob Hart,
530-6247. Lic.#705262.

African-American manicurist,
located in the Laurel District,
specializing in manicures, pedicures
w/paraffin wax treatments, sculp-
tured nails, silk and fiberglass wraps.
Over 15 years experience and
service in this area. Call (510)
482-3229 for appointment.

Knitting classes at Piedmont Yarn
& Apparel. 3966 Piedmont Av-
enue. 595-9595.

CLASSIFIED RATES
The rate for classified ads is
$.50 per word. Discounted
prices available for five- and
ten-issue frequencies. Please
type or write your copy clearly
and mail it with your check
to The MacArthur Metro, P.O.
Box 19046, Oakland, 94619.
Deadline is the 15th of the
month. For classified-ad fre-
quency discounts and display-
ad information, please contact
Krista Gulbransen at 287-2655,
fax: 291-2944.

FOR SALE

SERVICES

Maxwell Park
Society Page

Remember when an event
wasn’t considered important
unless it was on the Society
Page of the newspaper?
Well, you can kiss those
days goodbye. Every social
event we have in Maxwell
Park is of vital importance
to knitting the warm fabric
of good neighborly relations.

December Celebration
A holiday potluck, coordi-
nated by Shirley Burton,
co-chair of the Diversity
Neighborhood Action Team
(NAT), will take the place of
our regular December meet-
ing on Thursday, December
13 (not the second Wednes-
day, like regular meetings),
at our newest neighborhood
school, Melrose Leadership
Academy, located at the
former site of Elisabeth
Sherman School on Brann
(between 55th Ave and
Morcom). Shirley can

be reached at 536-8682.
Bring your neighbor, and

use the first letter of your last
name so see what type of
food you can contribute:
A through E—appetizers; F
through J—main dish (meat,
pasta, or rice); K through O—
dessert; P through T—side
dish or salad; U through Z—
drinks or dessert. We look
forward to seeing you and

enjoying your delicious food.
Psst! I heard there might be
dancing.

Summer Event
Over 400 neighbors enjoyed
Maxwell Park’s party-in-the-
park this year. We ate well
on barbecue prepared and
sold by Youth Uprising. We
enjoyed listening to live enter-
tainment, including local
musicians. The kids’ activities
were exciting for the young-
sters, especially horse riding
and horse petting. There were
various arts and crafts for the
children, and the adults had
a wonderful time getting reac-
quainted with their neighbors.
We are all looking forward
to the picnic next year.

Partnering with Youth
Krista Gulbransen announced
that members of the Commu-
nity Building Neighborhood
Action Team and Neighbor-
hood Council have joined
forces with Youth Uprising
and city officials to plan a
citywide event focused
on connecting youth and
community members. We’re
looking for planners, so if you
are good at planning, inter-
ested in youth activities, be-
lieve in youth empowerment,
or just have a few hours to
spend contributing your
special talents to this group,
please consider joining
this NAT. Contact Krista at
krista_gulbransen@yahoo.com.

B Y S A R A H H I P O L I T O

Maxwell Park Neighborhood News

Maxwell Park youngsters enjoy petting Figaro, a miniature horse, at
the Party-in-the-Park.
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Firewood available for pickup or
delivery. Oak, Almond & mixed
cords, 1/2 cords, 1/4 cords, etc.
5900 Coliseum Way, Oakland.
635-1779.

Bernice & Joe Playschool. For nearly
25 years, play-based learning in our
earthquake retrofitted, home-like cen-
ter near Mills College. The park-like
quarter-acre setting has pine and
fruit trees, vegetable garden, red-
wood playhouse, 20-foot sailboat,
two-story wooden rocket ship,
outdoor art and block rooms.
Curriculum includes pre-reading, pre-
math enrichment, field trips, F.I.T.
gymnastics, music and Spanish les-
sons. Emphasis put on socialization,
verbalization. Sibling discount.
Lunch, snacks provided. Ages 2 to 5
years. License #010214258. Bro-
chure. (510) 638-3529. Visit us at
www.berniceandjoe-playschool.com.

Saxophone & Piano. Play music
for the joy of it! Have fun learning
jazz, blues, improvisation. Patient,
supportive teacher. Ages 10 & up.
Speciality: Adult beginners. Eva
436-0504.

Piano lessons. Classically trained
pianist with 30 years’ teaching ex-
perience in a variety of styles. Ages
7 and up. Free interview, lesson.
Andrea Simms, 510-336-1556.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE

BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY
DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES

GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS
EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS:

ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

Oakland
Landscaping

Since 1976

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC. #652408

(510) 635-1779
5900 COLISEUM WAY • OAKLAND

E D E N
Custom Framing

Your Framing Solution

Holiday
Special Sale
25% Off
Tue-Sat 10am-6pm

 2569 MacArthur Blvd.

(510) 530-3795
ALSO KEY SERVICE AND

PORTRAIT PAINTING

Where Kids Grow with God
2.9-6 years

Low Teacher-Child Ratio
Christian Education

Personal, Nurturing Care
Kindergarten Readiness
Year Round Program

510-569-0600
8800 Fontaine St., Oakland
Just off 580 @ Keller Ave

A Ministry of United Lutheran
Church of Oakland

Where Hip Dogs and Cool Cats Shop
Tues-Thurs 10-7, Fri & Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5 (Closed Mon) • pawsnclawsoakland.com
2023 MacArthur Blvd. (2 blocks west of Fruitvale) • 510.336.0105

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

10% Off
Treats,
Toys,
and

Accessories
with this ad.

Expires 12/30/07

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

SAINT ELIZABETH
HIGH SCHOOL

        “Educating the Heart
           as well as the Mind”
�Colleg Prep
�98% College acceptance
�Student to teacher ratio 11:1
�Supportive environment
�Walking distance from BART

Application Deadline Jan. 11
Apply online

510.532.8947 ext.119
www.stliz-hs.org

Psychic Readings
by Janet

Here to help you in life’s problems:
money, business,

 health, relationships.

You will be amazed.
20 years experience.

Contact me
for one free question!

(510) 531-3512
3737 MacArthur Blvd.

veggies, and butterfly garden
plants enriched by compost
from the new worm box and

Horace Mann garden: Bertram Nguyen, Wendi and Rosa Gutierrez, and
teacher Rhea Rojas turned giant jigsaw puzzle pieces into a planter box.
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con t inued on page 8

High Street News
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 3

composter. Organizer Jeanne
Nixon added that the trash
and weeds are gone and the
school looks terrific. 
—————————————
Adelle Foley can be reached at
jandafoley@sbcglobal.net.
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here are so many interesting
and yummy restaurants for
breakfast in the MacArthur

neighborhood. We checked out
a few and here is what we
found. Glenn’s Hot Dogs, 3506
MacArthur Blvd., open from 7:30
a.m. till 4 p.m., Tuesday through
Sunday. We shared a ribeye-steak-
and-scrambled-egg breakfast. The
steak had a smoky flavor, which
was no surprise when David and
Kim, the owners and cooks, told
us their secret recipe contains
liquid smoke. The hash browns
are from fresh potatoes each day
and are especially tasty because
David cleans the grill as he cooks.
Coffee is a medium roast, and the
waitress kept our cups full without
being asked.

Glenn’s has a unique specialty
menu of assorted gourmet sau-
sages. Spicy Chicken Mango,
Bockwurst, Lemon Chicken, Tur-
key Italian, Kielbasa, Linguisa, Hot
Link, and Beef Franks are all on
the specialty list. The ground beef

The Breakfast Club
B Y D E B B I E F R A N C I S A N D T R A C E Y R O L A N D E L L I

Dog Walking  •  Pet Sitting

Tracy’s TLC
For your pets and home

www.tracystlc.com   (510) 504-2180

Mention this ad for our special “Neighbors” discount

Dog Walking  •  Pet Sitting

T is ground fresh daily, so the ham-
burgers are indescribably good.
The grilled crab sandwich is crisp
and fresh, and the veggie burger
and turkey burger are great too. 

The front of the cafe is light
and airy, with a counter surround-
ing a quasi-exhibition style cook-
ing area for entertainment. In
the back are tables and chairs for
large parties and those who like
a quieter meal. Glenn’s has a
parking lot for customers.

Mel’s Burger and Pancake
House, located at 3400 Fruitvale
Ave., is a family operation with
Mom, Dad, and two sisters. Mel’s
is home to the sweetest, most ten-
der slow-cooked ham we have
tasted in the neighborhood so far.
Cooked on the site, the ham-and-
eggs combination is the most
popular dish, says Jennifer, one
of the sisters. The buckwheat
pancakes were also wonderfully
fluffy as well as chock full of
buckwheat. Other varieties in-
clude old-fashioned buttermilk,
blueberry, French with strawberry
and whipped cream, Hawaiian
cinnamon, and waffles. Sand-
wiches and burgers are also avail-
able. You can find extra seating in
the back of this traditional knotty-
pine establishment. Their hours
are 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. everyday.

Café Galleria, at 4100 Red-
wood Rd., Suite 16 (in the Lincoln
Square shopping center), has a
full breakfast. You can eat in a
relaxing front area with couches
and local artwork displayed on
the walls. Patrons can get comfy,
read a book, sip a latte, and snack
on baked goods or eat hearty
omelets and pancake combos
prepared by Jay Yu and family.
We had the chicken-apple sausage
omelet, with mushrooms, toma-
toes, and red potatoes, and it was
delicious. Café Galleria also has
a lunch menu, offering gourmet
burgers, bulgoki (a Korean beef
specialty), salads, sandwiches,
and you can buy coffee beans to
take home. You can order ahead
of time by calling them at 530-
8737. Hours are Monday-Satur-
day, 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sunday
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
—————————————
Look f ore Breakfast Club in 2008.

Metro photographer Jody Berke captures a member of Cycles for
Change whizzing by.
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THE METRO GETS AROUND

We are always happy to receive photos of you reading the
MacArthur Metro in interesting places.

Send print photos to MacArthur Metro, P.O. Box 19046,
Oakland, CA 94619. If you want your photo returned, include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Send digital photos in JPEG format (1280x960, or 4 x 6 inch
at 200 pixels/inch or higher resolution) to Andreas at
agraphics@earthlink.net. Some lower-resolution photos will
work, as well as other formats, so e-mail any questions to the
same address.

Please include your name and phone number. Also include
the name of the persons in the photo, where the photo was
taken, and the name of the photographer. 

Submit Your Photos
to “The Metro Gets Around”

Seif…(510) 708-4237    Zaki…(510) 207-0795

In House
9 Ball tournaments

Every Monday Night, 8pm

Microbrews • Wine • Cocktails
Pool • Darts • Games • Sports on large screen TV
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Jo-Ann Maggiora Donivan reads the Metro in
Varazze, a beachtown resort near Genoa, Italy.
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Julia Morgan School for Girls’ new sport court. (Left to Right) Olympic
Athlete Marilyn King; Olympic Silver Medalist Pamela Jiles; JMSG’s Director of Development, Kim
Hubner (holding Pam’s Silver Medal); and JMSG Head of School Ann Clarke.
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Recreation Center News
Contributed by Recreation Center
Director Breht Clark

Redwood Heights Commu-
nity Recreation Center has
something for everyone this
winter. We offer programs such
as Rockets after-school program;
karate for children and adults;
ballet; learn-to-cook classes for
children; drumming (free); and
double-Dutch (free). We also offer
adult/senior ballroom dancing,
Aro-bo-cise, and Tai Chi.

Registration for our winter
session (January to March 2008)
begins December 10, 2007,
during regular office hours.
Registration for adult classes is
ongoing. Begin any time.

Holiday Break Camp is being
offered during the Oakland
Public School winter break,
December 26 to January 4.
Games, arts and crafts, sports,
excursions, and lots of fun are
on the menu. Please contact the
center for more information.

If you have any questions
about programs or rentals or
would like to receive a class
schedule, please call us at
482-7827, or stop by the center.
We would love to see you.

Reception and Concert
Honoring Local Artist
Anthony Holdsworth:

December 2
A wine and cheese reception
acknowledging Holdsworth’s
artistic contributions to Oakland
begins at 2 p.m. in the lobby
of the Valley Center for the
Performing Arts on the Holy
Names University campus in
Redwood Heights. Holdsworth
will discuss his painting, Market
on 9th Street—July, on display
in the Valley Center lobby. Free
admission.

The HNU Orchestra, con-
ducted by Steve Hofer, will
perform works by Smetana, J.
Strauss, Schumann, and Kessner,
beginning at 3 p.m. The Music
Department offers a discounted
ticket price of $5 to Redwood
Heights residents. General ad-
mission: $10. Seniors/students:
$5. 436-1405.

This event is part of the HNU
140th Anniversary Celebration.

Redwood Heights School
Holiday Tree & Wreath Sale:

December 8 and 15
Get one of the best trees in town
and support Redwood Heights
School at the same time.

The RHS Dads’ Club receives
trees from a local distributor who
has worked with the club for
17 years. Dads’ Club volunteers
pick the trees up and bring them
to the school. They will gladly
deliver one right to your home.
All trees must be pre-ordered
by the Wednesday before the
delivery date. Order forms are
available at the school office.
The Dads’ Club is very grateful
for your support. Contact

Steve Bittmann at 530-8751.
Online: http://rhs.ousd.ca.

campusgrid.net/home/
Fundraisers/Holiday+Trees.

The “Secret” Neighborhood
Nutcracker Ballet:

December 14, 15, and 16
The whole family will enjoy
young Marie’s adventures in the
Land of Sweets with her beloved
Nutcracker. See the Sugar Plum
Fairy dance with the enchanting
characters in the Kingdom of De-
lights. Presented by Ronn Guidi’s
Foundation for the Performing
Arts, this family production fea-
tures local artists and students of
our neighborhood Oakland Ballet
Academy. Holy Names Univer-
sity Regents Theatre in Redwood
Heights. Admission: $20. Info:
www.rgfpa.org or 530-7616.

Storytelling at Peralta
Creek: December 22

Celebrate the shortest day of the
year with family storytelling at
Peralta Creek Park on Saturday,
December 22 at 10 a.m.

In the sun cycle of the year,
Winter Solstice is the longest
night. Celebrated during
Hanukah, Christmas, and
Kwanza, it is the moment when
the light begins to lengthen
once again. Join local author and
storyteller Carolyn McVickar
Edwards at Peralta Creek Park
(at Rettig and Wisconsin) for
stories from her book Return
of the Light, and solstice songs.
Connect your family to the sea-
son at this cozy family event.
Hot chocolate for all. 531-3930.

The Native Environment
Watershed Transformation
(NEWT) team, an all-volunteer
group of neighbors, adopted
Peralta Creek Park two years
ago and has been sponsoring
community-based creek-
awareness events ever since.

Support creek preservation
in the neighborhood. Make a
tax-deductible donation to
NEWT in care of the Friends of
Oakland Parks & Recreation
Department. Know that 100
percent of your donation helps
bring local children closer to
nature. www.oaklandparks.org

Winter Crab Feast:
January 26, 2008

The 7th Annual Crab Feast
will be held at the Redwood
Heights Recreation Center.

This fun adult evening
features all the crab you can
eat, along with a full dinner,
wine and beer, live music and
dancing for $35 per person.
All proceeds help the Dads’
Club continue their support of
the facilities and fine programs
at Redwood Heights School.
The Crab Feast sells out every
year, so order your tickets
early. Contact Andreas Lorenz
at 6240lorenz@gmail.com or
482-9502. 
—————————————
Denise Davila can be reached at
d2davila@yahoo.com.

B Y D E N I S E D A V I L A

Redwood Heights
Neighborhood News
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Allendale Elementary School students and adult friends pose with their new backpacks. Backpacks
were a gift from Wells Fargo Bank and distributed with the help of Project Lend A Hand. From top to
bottom: Ms. Howse’s fourth grade students and friends. First grader Erendira Garcia. Left to right, third
grade students Evelyn Martinez, Angelica San, Kathleen Baracenas, and Destiny Riley. Allendale
Principal Steve Thomasberger, Dee Johnson and Jim Collins from Project Lend A Hand, Darien Louie,
Nahida Basir, and Maricar Balumbu from Wells Fargo Bank. Ms. Czysz and her second grade students.
Maricar Balumbu from Wells Fargo Bank and Jim Collins from Project Lend A Hand are in background.

Past Issues of the Metro with a searchable database available online at www.macarthurmetro.org
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Laurel District
Association News

B Y M A U R E E N D O R S E Y

he Laurel District Asso-
ciation (LDA) completed
the second phase of

beautification of the business
district with the placement
and planting of over forty
additional planter pots along
MacArthur Blvd. between
High and 35th.

Our team leader, Joanne
Wong-Lam, extends her
gratitude for the tremendous
support from the volunteers
who helped complete this im-
portant Public Rights of Way
improvement. Laurel resident
John Frando once again coor-
dinated the order and delivery
of the heavy pots, and many
shoppers watched as we care-
fully directed their placement.

Laurel resident Paul
Ferguson has not only been
tending to the plants for the
past several months, but he
also assisted LDA in choosing
the new varieties and even
grew some himself. Watch
for the spots of color as the
marigolds begin to give us
fall blooms. This beautification
project is solely the work of
the assessment district of our

olice Service Area (PSA)
Five’s Lt. Sharon Will-
iams tells us that Neigh-

borhood Services Coordinator
(NSC) Araina Richards will
receive the Oakland Police
Department Unit Citation
Award. Araina serves as the
NSC for Maxwell Park,
Melrose High Hopes, and
Burbank Millsbrae Neighbor-
hood Crime Prevention Coun-
cils (NCPCs). Lt. Williams
says that Araina is receiving
the award for “harnessing the
energy of her NCPCs to get
two criminal court judges for
the Wiley Manuel courthouse,

business property owners; it is
not a City of Oakland project.

LDA and Lease Wong,
owner of Komodo Toys,
hosted the most-attended
Halloween event ever with
over 200 children being treated
by many of the businesses on
the boulevard. Several parents
expressed their gratitude that
we provided a safe opportu-
nity for their tricksters to
dress up and visit shops along
MacArthur for candy and
prizes. (Parents also note
that our business district is
the home to three dental
practices.)

Retail promotion for the
Laurel will continue as we
enter into the busiest shopping
time of the year. LDA will
spruce up the boulevard with
holiday banners and lighted
wreaths. We will arrange for
the jolly guy in the red suit to
come and hang around for an
afternoon, too. Come to the
Laurel District on Saturday,
December 15, to have free pho-
tos with Santa from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. To help you find him
in the throngs of shoppers, we
will ask that you follow the

SUDEAR’S FLOWERS
The Dimond & Laurel District’s

Full Service Florist
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm • Sat 10am-3pm

3001 MacArthur Blvd.
2 doors from The Food Mill

(510) 482-2424
www.sudearflowersonline.com

FREE GLASS TEAPOT
$35.00 Value

1 per Month to the Person
with the correct Marble Count

$1 OFF Mixed Bouquets!
with this ad

Lucky Donuts
Bakery & Sandwiches

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

NOW ALSO SERVING BAKED GOODS:
Birthday Cakes, Croissants, Pastries, and more

4010 MacArthur Blvd.
510.482.4348

Jim Gardner Construction Inc.
FOUNDATIONS • DRAINAGE

RETAINING WALLS
EARTHQUAKE RETROFIT

510 •655-3409
www.jimgardnerconstruction.com

Since 1980 • Lic.# 444635

“THE STRUCTURAL SPECIALIST”

The Laurel District Association has recently installed over forty planter pots
along MacArthur Blvd. between High and 35th. On a Saturday in October,
volunteers (from left to right) Paul Ferguson, Sparky Carranza, Kim Marchant,
Joanne Wong-Lam (Chair of PROW-Public Rights of Way), Michael “Scooter”
Marriner, and Maureen Dorsey moved the project along.
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continued on page 10

Araina Richards will receive the
Oakland Police Department Unit
Citation Award.

Araina Richards to Receive OPD Award
B Y S H E I L A D ’ A M I C O
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Oservice that is above and be-
yond the call.” Araina’s and
the NCPCs’ efforts came after
a comment by the District At-
torney that the D.A. was hav-
ing difficulty prosecuting
criminal defendants because
there was only one criminal
court judge.

Two other PSA Five
NSCs, Karen Harris and
Jackie Long, will also receive
the award. Awards will be
presented at a ceremony at
noon on Dec. 6, 2007 at the
OPD, Broadway and 7th. The
public is welcome. 
——————————————
Sheila D’Amico can be reached
at sdamicolaw@earthlink.net.

P

✔ Only a One Hour Minimum!
✔ Experienced Craftsmen
✔ Licensed, Bonded, Insured

510-531-4300
www.HandymanMatters.com

We specialize in the small repair
that other contractors won’t do!

Serving your neighborhood
for over 25 years with
30 professional Real Estate Agents

• If you are thinking of selling, we offer free property evaluation.
• If you are thinking of buying, we offer many 1st time buyer loan

programs with down payments as low as $500.
• If you are thinking of renting, call us for a list of rentals.
• If you are tired of managing your property, call us for professional

property management.
Lynn A. Worthington, Broker

5942 MacArthur Boulevard  •  510-562-8600

Criminal Justice
Oversight

Susan Skolnick is the past
chair of the Crime Prevention
NAT. Her services to the
neighborhood have evolved
into tracking criminal trials
pertaining to our neighbor-
hood. Some time ago, there
were several incidents of
neighbors being accosted
when they were in their
front yards. Susan tracked
these incidents and tells
us the defendant pled guilty.
His sentence will be pro-
nounced in December.

The trial of the people
who are accused of attacking
our friend Michael Foster
(while he was working at the
Allendale Recreation Center)
is probably going to start
Wednesday November 14.
Susan will check with the
prosecutor, Assistant District
Attorney Jason Chin, that
morning to be sure it starts.
She’ll be there. Contact Susan
at sskolnick@sbcglobal.net. 
—————————————
Sarah Hipolito can be reached at
shipolito@sbcglobal.net.

Maxwell News
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 5

Bumper car fun at this year’s World Music Festival in the Laurel.
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B Y J O H N F R A N D O A N D

K A T H L E E N R O L I N S O N

A Healthy Spice of Life
“My passion is good food and
watching people enjoy my
food.” Sister Marie de Porres
Taylor’s vision for Thyme
Café is for patrons to feel”
at home and comfortable.”
Located at 4173 MacArthur
Blvd., Thyme Cafe is the new-
est eatery in the Laurel and
has been a long time coming.

Just like home, you will
bus your own tables and en-
joy healthful ingredients from
local growers and humane
ranches. The menu features a
variety of flavors, from Creole
and Caribbean to African and
the Mediterranean, as well
as good old American food,
for take-out or eat-in. Sister
Marie, a Maxwell Park resi-
dent, spent the better part of
two years getting Thyme off
the ground, converting a
former cell-phone store into
a casual eatery. “This journey
has had many trials and
tribulations, and it is worth
every bit of the labor.”

Thyme Cafe is open 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to
Saturday. Catering is also
available. For more informa-
tion: www.thyme-café.com,
336-1300.

Laurel Neighborhood News

Laurel Lofts—A Construction
Hard-Hat Tour

It’s November 14, 2007, and
Berkeley developer Daniel
Altman and general contractor
Pinchas Nagar are selecting
tile grout colors for their new
mixed-use project at the corner
of MacArthur Boulevard and
35th Avenue. Daniel says,
“We’ll finish the tilework
today, and then the building
shell will be closed and water-
tight, ready for the rains.”
He anticipates a March 2008
completion.

From the exterior, the
building is painted and

appears nearly complete.
Inside, however, work has just
begun. Sheetrock panels lie in
stacked piles throughout the
rooms, as wiring and plumb-
ing pipe stick out from ex-
posed wall and ceiling wood
framing. The future locations
of bathroom and kitchen
counters and appliances are
spray-painted on the plywood
floors. Daniel walks around
the lines as he describes the
rooms and amenities.

Inside the ground-floor
corner commercial space,
Daniel says, “This would be
perfect for a café. It will have
high ceilings, a wheelchair-
accessible bathroom and
plumbing stub-outs ready for
a small kitchen.” When asked
about the rumors that Peet’s
Coffee might move into the
neighborhood, he answers,
“They looked at it, and we’re
still talking. There is also a
bakery on Grand Avenue. But
for now, it’s still available.”

In addition to the commer-
cial space, the Laurel Lofts
includes nine two- and
three-story condominium
live-work lofts. Residents and
their guests will park in pri-
vate garages or carport spaces
accessed through a gated
driveway on 35th Avenue.

Dimond Chiropractic Center

Dr. Carrie A. Ousley

Early morning, evening and
saturday appointments available
Most insurances accepted

FREE initial consultation

3221 Fruitvale Ave. • Oakland
(510) 534-7484

Family owned since 1933.

“Come on Down”

Discover

For Your Healthy Life Style!

3033 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland • 482-3848

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Fri 8:00am - 7:30pm

Sat 8:00am - 6:30pm
Sun 9:00am - 5:30pm

FREE PARKING

Your Natural Food Marketplace

Hwy 13 Redwood Exit

580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

580 East to
35th Ave
ExitH
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3033 MacArthur Blvd

�

�
�

�

ORGANIC PRODUCE

NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT
ON DUTY

WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY

HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,
SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS

Tue.-Sat. 12-6pm
4004 MacArthur Blvd

510-482-5921
Email:

KomodoToyz@aol.com
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The COOLEST Gifts
For Everyone

On Your Holiday
Shopping List!

~
Meet KIMIKO,

Our Jolly Canine Elf!
FREE Gift Wrapping!

Shop By Appointment!

Sister Marie de Porres Taylor in her newly opened Thyme Café.
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Except for the large four-bed-
room, four-bathroom unit di-
rectly over the corner commer-
cial space, each unit has a
ground-floor space with a
storefront opening to the
street sidewalk. Ranging
from 200 to 400 square feet
and with their own wheel-
chair-accessible bathroom,
they can serve as a private
commercial space or work-
shop or as additional living
space.

Daniel anticipates that
families will purchase the
condominium units, because
“the units have lots of bed-
rooms, bathrooms and stor-
age.” In fact, the typical loft
unit has three bedrooms, three
and a half bathrooms, and
about 1,500 square feet, not
including the ground floor
garage or commercial space.

Daniel talks as we walk
through an unfinished unit
facing 35th Avenue, “The
living rooms will have 20-foot-
high ceilings, with nine-foot
high ceiling in the other
rooms. There will be wood
floors, and rooms will be
wired for Internet and future
technologies. The kitchens
will have granite counters
and come with appliances.
The exterior walls will have
two layers of sheetrock and
special dual-glazed windows
to keep out noise. There will
be central heating and air
conditioning. The rooms will
have fire sprinklers.”

We continue walking
through several units. Each
bedroom seems to have its
own complete bathroom and
windows with nice views of
the surrounding hills. The
living room of the unit over
the ground-floor café space
offers a wide view of the
Laurel archway and a peek
of the bay down 35th Avenue.

We end the tour in the
courtyard. “This will be land-
scaped as a shared outdoor
garden,” Daniel says, “and
the shared driveway will be
paved to allow rainwater to
flow through it into the earth.”

The tour has lasted for
about an hour, and Daniel and
Pinchas excuse themselves
to speak to subcontractors
who have just arrived. Even
unfinished, the Laurel Lofts
is impressive.

Children Tour Lucky
On October 25, 2007, Lucky
hosted 60 children, along
with their parents and teacher
from the Virginia Avenue
Head Start Program. Store
manager Greg Ross reported
that they were given a tour
of the entire store, including
behind-the-scenes operations.
“We gave demonstrations
of unloading trucks, operating
the forklift, baling cardboard,
grinding and wrapping
meat and preparing produce.
Our giant walk-in freezer
was a big hit. They were

Laurel Lofts in progress: A view from inside facing MacArthur Blvd
& the bay.
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Virginia Avenue Head Start children tour behind the scenes at Lucky in
the Laurel, and learn where hamburgers come from.
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continued on page 10
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Calendar of Community Events

B Y M A R I L Y N G R E E N , C O O R D I N A T O R

The MacArthur Metro calendar welcomes a range of listings. We emphasize
community meetings and actions that address neighborhood concerns as well
as cultural events that enrich our lives.

To have your event listed, please contact Marilyn Green no later than the
12th of the preceding month at 531-9233 or marilynmetro@aol.com.

December 2007, January 2008
Fresh Start at Oakland Public Libraries: through December 14.
Come in to any of the libraries and request forgiveness for any
fines or fees you have accrued prior to November 1, 2007.
Fines and fees will be forgiven (except those on tools from the
Lending Library). 238-3134 or www.oaklandlibrary.org.

Family Storytimes: Tuesdays, December 4, 11, and 18, 7 p.m.,
Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Up to age six.

St. Jarlath Senior Center: Tuesdays, December 4, 11, and 18,
9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Fruitvale and Pleasant. 532-2068.

Chess Club at the Park: Tuesdays, December 4, 11, and 18,
5:30 to 7 p.m., Brookdale Recreation Center, 2535 High St.
Ongoing chess workshops, open to all ages. 535-5632.

Storytime: Wednesdays, December 5, 12, and 19, 10:15 a.m.
and 11 a.m., Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Stories,
songs, and fingerplay. 10:15 a.m. for toddlers to two years;
11 a.m. for ages three to five. 482-7844.

Fruitvale Presbyterian Church Senior Center: Wednesdays,
December 5, 12, and 19, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 2734
MacArthur Blvd. 530-0915.

Bret Harte/Joaquin Miller/Beat 22Y NCPC: Thursday, December
6, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Imani Church. rsykes@oaklandnet.com or
mschlesinger1@yahoo.com.

Dimond Book Club: Friday, December 7, 4 to 5 p.m., Dimond
Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. For ages 10-13. We will be dis-
cussing The Twits by Roald Dahl. Refreshments will be served.

Dimond Winter Festival: Saturday, December 8, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., Fruitvale Presbyterian Church, 2735 MacArthur Blvld.
(at Coolidge Ave.) Learn the true spirit of the season as spiritual
leaders from various faiths share words and music to help us
honor and celebrate diversity. Help support the local economy
by purchasing holiday crafts and gift wares made by local
artists and vendors. Enjoy a pancake breakfast made by
Francis and Frank of Ann’s cafe. We will also have craft
making with the kids and photos with Santa. $5 donation
or canned goods appreciated at the door. Ruth 336-0105.
(See Dimond Neighborhood News, page 2).

Dimond Park Advisory Council Meeting: Saturday, December 8,
11 a.m., Dimond Park, 3860 Hanly Rd. New tot lot Play struc-
ture committee will discuss the next steps in reaching our dream.
482-7831.

Cinema Movies in the Park: Saturday, December 8, 6:30 p.m.,
Dimond Park, 3860 Hanly Rd. Second Saturday Family Event:
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets.

Zooman and the Sign: Wednesday to Saturday, December 12
to 15, 7:30 p.m., Skyline High School, Farnsworth Theater,
12250 Skyline Blvd. Charles Fuller’s gripping and timely drama
which tells the story of an explosive teenager, a family affected
by his violence, and the reaction of the urban neighborhood.

Holiday Social Event with the Maxwell Park Neighborhood
Council Monthly Meeting: Thursday, December 13, 5:30 to
9 p.m. (note that this is not the usual date), Melrose Leadership
Academy, 5328 Brann St. It’s a potluck, and there will be
activities for kids. maxwellparknc.com or Shirley Burton
536-8682.

The Wizard of Oz: Friday, December 14, 7 p.m. and Saturday,
December 15, at 3 p.m., 5 p.m., and 7 p.m., 3841 MacArthur
Blvd.  A Kids ‘N Dance ‘N Theater Arts presentation performed
by children ages 6-11. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for
children 10 and under. Two years and under—free on lap.
531-4400.

Opera Piccola presents Hansel and Gretel: Tuesday, December
18, 7 p.m., Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Come be
entertained by an adaptation of the familiar folktale. Audience
participation encouraged. Refreshments will be served.

Allendale Park NCPC Meeting and 4th Annual Holiday Pot Luck:
Wednesday, December 19, 7 p.m., 3711 Suter St. http://
allendalepark.org, allendale_ncpc@yahoogroups.com

Annual Holiday Concert: Wednesday, December 19, 7:30 p.m.,
Skyline High School, Farnsworth Theater, 12250 Skyline Blvd.
Musical celebration of the holiday season performed by the
choir and all the instrumental music students’ orchestra,

marching band, and jazz
band. Tickets available at
the door.

Sequoia Elementary School’s
Winter Concert: Thursday,
December 20, 10:30 a.m.
and 7 p.m., 3730 Lincoln
Ave, Auditorium. Hear our
choir and instrumental stu-
dents share their talents.
Our evening performance
will include a Bake Sale dur-
ing intermission. 879-1510.

Winter Solstice Celebration:
Friday, December 21, 6:30
to 7:30 p.m., Fruitvale
Presbyterian Church, 2735
MacArthur Blvd. Listen to an-
cient music, walk a labyrinth
and meditate on this special
day. 530-0915 or www.fvpc.org.

The Christmas Narrative: Sunday, December 23, 10 a.m., St.
Cuthbert’s Episcopal Church, 7932 Mountain Blvd. Michael
Reardon and Patrick Lane of Into the Light Productions present
Matthew’s Christmas Narrative, a profoundly moving and
totally captivating work of faith—making the Scripture come
alive in a fresh way, with music, lighting, and costumes.
www.stcuthbertsoakland.org.

Family Christmas Eve Service: Monday, December 24, 5 to 5:45
p.m., Fruitvale Presbyterian Church, 2735 MacArthur Blvd.
Music, ritual and impromptu children’s Christmas pageant.
530-0915 or www.fvpc.org.

Dimond Park’s Winter Snowball Camp: Wednesday to Friday,
December 26 to 28, and January 2 to 4, 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Dimond Park, 3860 Hanly Rd. Available for 5-12 year olds.
Fee is $30 per day. Activities include sports, arts and crafts,
games, hiking, and field trips (extra fee). Camps are staffed
by Dimond Recreation’s Trained Leaders.

Bret Harte/Joaquin Miller/Beat 22Y NCPC: Thursday, January
3, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Joaquin Miller Community Center.
rsykes@oaklandnet.com or mschlesinger1@yahoo.com.

Maxwell Park Neighborhood Council Monthly Meeting:
Wednesday, January 9, 7 to 9 p.m., Maxwell Park School,
4730 Fleming Avenue at Monticello. maxwellparknc.com or
Jan Hetherington 534-4978.

Dimond Park Advisory Council Meeting: Saturday, January 12,
11 a.m., Dimond Park, 3860 Hanly Rd. New tot lot:
discussions based on grant proposal or going about the
process on our own.

Cinema Movies in the Park: Saturday, January 12, 6:30 p.m.,
Dimond Park, 3860 Hanly Rd. Second Saturday Family Event:
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.

Sequoia Elementary School’s Prospective Parent Night: Tues-
day, January 15, 7 p.m., 3730 Lincoln Ave, Library. Hear
about Sequoia’s exciting educational offerings; meet our
principal, some staff members, and current parents; time for
Q&A and a peek into classrooms. Principal Kyla Trammell
879-1510.

Group Exhibition: January 16 to March 16. Reception Wednes-
day, January 23, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Mills College Art Museum,
5000 MacArthur Blvd. The exhibition of video and new media
works by fourteen emerging and mid-career female artists.
Reception to be followed by a talk with a curator and artists
in Danforth Lecture Hall. Free. Museum open Tuesday through
Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m,
closed Monday.

Allendale Park NCPC Meeting and 4th Annual Holiday Pot Luck:
Wednesday, January 16, 7 p.m., 3711 Suter St. http://
allendalepark.org, allendale_ncpc@yahoogroups.com

Melrose-High Hopes NCPC: Thursday, January 17, 7 to 8:30
p.m., Horace Mann School, Ygnacio and Congress.

In the Spirit of the Dance: Thursday to Saturday, January 17 t
o 19, 7:30 p.m., Skyline High School, Farnsworth Theater,
12250 Skyline Blvd. The combined efforts of the advanced
dance students and the technical theater crew guarantee a
dazzling show that you won’t want to miss.

Friends of Sausal Creek Environmental Speaker Series:
Thursday, January 17, 7 to 9 p.m., Dimond Library, 3565
Fruitvale Ave. We want to hear from you. What topics do you
want covered? What projects would you like to see done?
What works for you, and doesn’t, about FOSC? 501-3672
or coordinator@sausalcreek.org.

Jefferson NCPC: Thursday, January 24, 6:30 p.m., Jefferson
Elementary School, 2035 40th Ave. Ana Martinez 535-5689. 

Dancing Elves as they dance
their way around MacArthur
Blvd.

To find more information
about the Laurel District As-
sociation, visit our Web site
laureldistrictassociation.org.
We will be experiencing an
upgraded Web site in the
next few months as we add
new features, like our Board
of Directors meeting notes,
business property openings,
a job board, and other
business features.  
—————————————
Maureen Dorsey can be reached
at comact@oaklandvet.com.

amazed at how cold it was.”
Childen walked the pro-

duce aisle, calling out the
names of various fruits and
vegetables. The children sat
in a small stadium built of
apple juice crates while store
employees read them a story:
“Pumpkin Soup.” After the
tour, each child left with a
bag of produce, a pumpkin,
and a greater knowledge of
what occurs behind the
scenes of their local Lucky
market.  
——————————————
Kathleen Rolinson can be reached at
at krolinson@gmail.com, and John
Frando at jfrando@gmail.com.

Laurel News
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 9

LDA News
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 8

Lucky hosted 60 children, along with their parents and teacher from the Virginia
Avenue Head Start Program. From left to right: Kendra Fecht, Lucky‘s Regional
Manager; Ronnie Crabtree, Assistant Store Manager; Levelle Hamilton, Store
Trainer; and Engla Murphy, Store General Merchandise Manager.

PTA Board members. Like
many of the new residents
in our part of Oakland, Gail
believes that Peter Pan parents
“know how they want their
efforts to make long-term
effects in the lives of their
children. And act accordingly
in their commitments.” 
—————————————
You can learn more about Peter
Pan Cooperative Preschool at
www.peterpancoop.com.
—————————————
Monte McClain can be reached at
mcclainmonte@sbcglobal.net.

Peter Pan Co-op
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 4
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$150 and above
John Coffey

Douglas Ferguson
Anonymous in Honor of Diana &
Joe Tam & staff at Farmer Joe’s

Janet & John Broughton
Kate Phillips

Nancy Sidebotham

$50 up to $150
Anonymous in honor of David Raich

Anonymous in honor of Douglas Ferguson
Jim & Patty Eggleston

Lenore Kish
Chris & Donna Oldag

Rochelle Rodgers
Fred Russillo

Roussel Sargent
Nancy T. Erb & Dick Colbert

Susan Papps
Claude & John Elk

Buxton-Griffin
Hamachi & Wasabi

Wade & Virginia Sherwood
Tarpoff & Talbert
Dolphin Waletzky

Yoshi Wong—Komodo Toys
Richard Cowan
Beverly J. James

Katy & Vito Vanoni
Jerry Scheberies/Scheberies, Inc.

Laurel District Association
Deborah Cooper

Chris & Andy Cohn
Joan Dark & Cliff Falloon

Nancy Meyer
Kathleen Rolinson

Nancy Scott-Ince & William A. Ince
Ruth Malone & T.C. Sayre

C.A. & Pamela Magnuson-Peddle
David J. Pitta

Diane & Charles A. Trost
American Legion, East Oakland Post 471

Terri I. Elliott
Farmer Joe’s Marketplace (Dimond)
Farmer Joe’s Marketplace (Laurel)

Joanna Roberts
Vee & Ashley Thomsak

Norma Yaglijian
Margaret Welch & Fruitvale

Presbyterian Church
Larry & Meg Bowerman

Shoshana & Dave Finacom
Margaret O’Halloran

Adina Sara
Margaret Elizares

The Metro acknowledges contributions of $50 or more by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey for 10 issues. You keep our paper alive and well.

MONEY HONEYS

 While checking out
Café Galleria (see The Break-
fast Club on page 6), we also
noticed the arts and crafts
store Pot-Pourri in the
Lincoln Square shopping
center (4100 Redwood Rd).
What a beautiful collection of
American art and craftwork.
Gorgeous hand-blown glass
items, woodworkings, jew-
elry, pottery, and metal art
can be found there, as well
as other crafts. This shop is
a year-round crafts fair, with-
out a trek into the city or holi-
day crowds. Owners Andy
and Julia Diez also have a
Web site, where you can see
samples of their collection at
www.pot-pourri.com. The
Diez family have been sup-
porting the artist community
for almost 40 years.

Loka Yoga, at 2071
MacArthur Blvd. (near
Coolidge), has brightened up
the neighborhood already.

$50 up to $150 (continued)

Toni Locke
Bonnie Henriquez

Andretta I.R. Fowler
Leslie Bialik & Gene Tucci
Greg & Nancy Fredericks

Linda & Jacob Hart
Kathy & Phil

Keiko Shimada
Victoria Wake

Reuben Goldberg
Maggie Dorsey
Sheila D’Amico

Bart Wright
Michael Wirgler
Zarka Popovic

Lark Schumacher Coryell &
Roger Coryell

Gary & Caroline Yee
Phillis Robbiano

Pat Sawanwatana
Ignacio De La Fuente

Kitty Muntzel
Trudi & Don Robinson

Gary Harris
The Banh Family

Elizabeth Callaway
Tom George & JoAnn Yoshioka

Mary Seastrand
Mark Baldwin
Nancy Cowan

Millicent Morris-Chaney
Joan Morrow
Laurie Umeh
Sonja Proulx

Dr. Susan Harman
Sharon Toth

Helen & William R. Shyvers. Jr.
Susan Audap & Dick Page

Dimond Improvement Association, Inc.
Mike Ferro
Ben Visnick

Carolyn Vallerga
Nancy & Vic Miloslavich

Hung Liu & Jeff Kelley
Phillip & Lisa Wong

Marcia Henry & Gary Delgado
Lisa Ruhland

Karen Marie Schroeder
Jacquelyn & Eugene Crenshaw

Richard L. Weinstein
Susanne Lea & Russell Bruno
Lydia Palmin & Tom Daley
Susan & William Bagnell

David Vahlstrom/Laurel Hardware

The new yoga studio, which
opened its doors on October
21, glows a soft color from
its windows during classes,
with its lanterns and warm
hues. Opened by Alice
Joanou, Loka offers classes at
different levels, and childcare
on Mondays and Friday
mornings. Loka’s details
and blog are at www.loka-
oakland.blogspot.com.

The CORE Program of
Oakland, www.OaklandCore.
org, met at Pilgrim
Lutheran’s Preschool on
November 13. The CORE
program stands for Citizens
of Oakland Respond to Emer-
gencies and is a “free training
program for individuals,
neighborhood groups and
community-based organiza-
tions in Oakland. The under-
lying premise is that a major
disaster will overwhelm first
responders, leaving many
citizens on their own for the

first 72 hours or longer after
the emergency.” Sponsored
by the Oakland Fire Depart-
ment, classes are also con-
ducted at neighborhood
sites and require a minimum
of 10 to 20 participants.

The California Presi-
dential Primary election is
Tuesday, February 5, 2008.
If you have never registered,
if you moved since you last
voted, or if you want to
change your political party
affiliation, you need to
register by January 21. In
the Metro readership area,
you can pick up voter regis-
tration applications at the
Laurel or Dimond post
offices or the Dimond or
Melrose branch libraries.

The MacArthur Metro
wishes everyone a wonder-
ful holiday season and a
happy New Year. We will
be back in February 2008. 

Dimond History
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 1 2

By Tracey Rolandelli and Debbie Francis

The cover to the 2009 Dimond District History Calendar—the boys are swimming
in Sausal Creek in 1908 in a spot just below today’s MacArthur Boulevard.

OPEN EVERY DAY
6:30AM-9PM

3726 MacArthur Blvd
in the Laurel
482-2933

order online:
www.worldgrounds.com

  Fair Trade,
Organic Coffees

  Scrumptious
Panini & Salads

  Fresh Fruit
Smoothies

Now serving

Now serving
Draft

MicroBrews
& Organic Wine

by the Glass

Draft
MicroBrews

& Organic Wine
by the Glass

SWITCH
gears to State Farm

AND SAVE
with discounts up to 35%.

Find out why more people trust State Farm for car insurance.
See me about our many discounts and find out how much you can save.

Jain L Williams, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0769540
4222 MacArthur Blvd
Oakland, CA 94619-1908
Bus: 510-530-3222

P050125  03/05      State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Indemnity Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
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A bit later Hugh Dimond
moved into the Luelling
home. He built a bigger place
and raised his family here.
They still owned the home
when that 1913 fire destroyed
it. I suffered a fatal scar but
lasted another 90 years or so.

Hugh’s son, Dennis,
took good care of me. He
built a playhouse next door
and used me to hide all those
bottles. He hauled adobe
bricks up from the Peralta
family house and built a
handsome seat all around
me. People sat and kept me
company for years after the
Dimond family was gone.

Caspar Hopkins came,
too. He had a six-acre
apple orchard just down
the creek. He later bought
four more acres for mulberry
bushes. He hoped to see his
daughters earn pocket money

raising silk, I was told.
As the years went by I re-

member hearing horses
neighing, German music,
and streetcar bells. Then the
automobile came, and lots of
houses were built. In my
older years I watched Boy
Scouts meet, children play,
and people swim. I knew my

time was almost up when
they took away the adobe
bricks around me. Then I
was felled. I’m not gone,
though. You can still visit
me next to the swimming
pool.

Oh, and Dennis Evanosky
made a 2008 calendar for
the Dimond Improvement
Association. I’m featured in
the month of December.
There I am next to Dennis
Dimond, so many years ago.
I really look good in that
photo. So does Dennis
Dimond in his straw hat.
Buy a copy of the calendar
and see for yourself. 
—————————————
To order your 2008 History
Calendar, contact the Dimond
Improvement Association at
dia@dimondnews.org or call
452-7392. Order forms are also
available in the Dimond Li-
brary. All proceeds go to beauti-
fication and safety projects in
the Dimond District.
—————————————
Dennis Evanosky can be
reached at evanosky@pacbell.net.
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’m not sure how you
came up with your
measurement of time.

You count years; I grow
rings. A few years ago, my
time was up, and now I lie
like a beached whale near
where I lived. Someone put
a plaque next to me. “The
Champagne Oak,” it reads.
I remember Dennis Dimond
nestling bottles between
me and his playhouse, but
I think it was something
stronger than champagne.

Just after I was felled,
Dennis Evanosky came by
and counted all my rings.
He says I’d be 106 years old
were I still standing. Accord-
ing to Dennis’s count, I be-
gan life in the year 1801.
Native Americans had
passed by occasionally,
usually on the hill above
me. If they did come nearer,
they didn’t linger. I had my
valley to myself.

I was 19 years old when
the people from the south, Dennis Dimond next to the Champagne Oak tree and the cabin he built.

What I Witnessed: Dimond’s History through the Eyes of Its Most Famous Tree
New Spain, settled here. The
Spanish had been by before,
25 or 30 years before my time.
This time they came to stay.
The Peraltas, I learned they
were called. They lived on a
nearby creek, so all was very
quiet around me (except for
an occasional cow or two).

A magnificent forest of
my cousins, the redwoods,
lived on the hill further up
the creek. About 20 years after
the Peraltas arrived, there was
a lot of commotion. It lasted
for about 20 years. Newcomers
(from Europe, I was told) had
taken all my cousins away.
I remember hearing oxen
braying and whips snapping
and people shouting.

I was sad, but not long
after I got a lot of pretty neigh-
bors. Henderson Luelling, who
built a house right next to me,
also planted fruit trees. I was
proud to see how attractive
and productive they were:
first flowers, then fruit, season
after season. Frederick Rhoda
came and planted more trees;
2,000 of them, I was told.

continued on page 11
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BY THE CHAMPAGNE OAK,
AS TOLD TO DENNIS EVANOSKY

I

7 Days a Week
4100 Redwood Rd.

Lincoln Sq. Shopping Center

510-530-8737

The perfect gift is here!
And we’ll wrap it too!

Happy Holidays.

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
Open M-F 8-8, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-4

sku #8208076. With this coupon. While supplies last.
Not valid with any other offer. Coupon expires 1/31/08.

• Size 32"W x 30"H x 24"D
• Pull Out Drawer for Keyboard
• Natural Finish

$49.99
Reg. $69.99

Computer Workstation
CLEARING OUT INVENTORY

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AT
FRUITVALE  PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

2735 MacArthur Blvd. (at Coolidge) • 530-0915 • www.fvpc.org

Sunday Morning Services at 11am
Solstice Gathering, 12/21 at 6:30pm
Christmas Eve Family Worship Service,
12/24 at 5:00pm


