PETER CALLAWAY

Happy Holidays!
The Metro returns February 1.
Betsy Callaway with Metro at
Little Rock High School in Arkansas.
See Metro Gets Around, pages 6 and 7.
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Genealogy in the Dimond
NICK LOSTRACCO

BY MADELINE SMITH MOORE

The African American Genealogical Society group meets at the Dimond Library.

Goatie Adventure

STREET BEAT

Saturday, November 13,
in front of Full House Café
BY RENAIS WINTER

AND

O

ur country is unique in
the world because the
majority of its inhabitants are from “somewhere
else,” and curiosity is especially piqued to trace one’s
roots. Roots, the popular 1977
TV series, led many people to
pursue their ancestries. For the
part of the population whose
beginnings go back to Europe,
there are many sources of
paths to pursue: census
records, genealogical archives,
the Mormon Church, the National Archives in San Bruno.
In the case of black people, the
search is hampered considerably by the fact that the majority of these people trace their
roots to Africa. Nothing much
has been recorded for them
until the end of slavery. This
gap gave rise to the founding
of the African American
Genealogical Society of Northern California (AAGSNC).
In 1996, a group of African

JOHN FRANDO

BY ALLAN MILLER

I

t all started last spring.
Due to unusually heavy
rains, our back yard was
overgrown with weeds and
blackberry vines. When we

jokingly mentioned to our
friend Gail that we needed
goats to clear out our back
yard, she posted a “Wanted:
Goats to Borrow” inquiry to
our neighborhood email list.
Tae Gyungha, owner of

Americans in Northern California assembled to find ways
to trace their ancestries. They
meet on the third Saturday
of the month in the Dimond
Branch library. It is an informal meeting whose purpose
is to aid people trying to do
the ancestor search: how to get
started, encouragement along
the way, sharing experiences,
suggesting new ideas and
helpful Web sites. These meetings are open to all, and they
are free. An advantage to joining at the rate of $25/year is
a free subscription to their
publication, Baobob Tree.
The AAGSNC was incorporated in 1998, and the current president is M. Howard
Edwards. My interviewee and
cornucopia of information
was Chairman of the Board,
Bill Melson, generous with
the information from his
search. He has traveled to
South Carolina, Tennessee,
Georgia, Arkansas, Utah, and
continued on page 8

the Oakland Garden School,
responded. The Garden
School, once a fruit orchard
on Maybelle Drive in the
Laurel, is now a beautiful
and inviting environment,
with fruit trees, a vegetable
garden, and natural play
structures. (Tae was trained
continued on page 8
GAIL WHANG

In addition to crime, what is your
top community priority
for our new District Four Councilmember?
what will our Councilmember do about all the abandoned gas station properties?

Jo-Ann D., Laurel Resident
Track the progress of the
AMG Senior Housing Project
on High and MacArthur
Blvd. and report back to the
community on a regular basis
the status of that empty lot.
In regards to the business
development of this area,

Ernest Montague, near
Delaware St. in the Laurel
Basically, we have to balance the city budget in
continued on page 5

Kids love the pigmy goats at the Oakland Garden School.

Your support helps keep the Metro alive! Become one of the Thousand Friends.
Sanjiv Handa, Tom Rose & Susan Knott
You, too, can become a friend of the Metro. See page 2.
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It’s always a wonder
to come to the end of the year.
Just how did it go so quickly?
The end comes as a reminder
that whatever we are planning to do, we’d better just do
it. For me, that means saying
thanks to the Metro readers
who pick up the print edition
each month or go online to
read what their neighbors
are doing to make their part
of the world a better place.
Thanks to the advertisers
and donors who keep the paper going with financial support. And thanks to the more
than 70 people who contribute
to producing and delivering
the Metro each month. If you
can keep the Metro going
by being a Money Honey
or Friend, please contribute.
We need and appreciate your
help; see page 2. But even
if you can’t help financially,
keep reading. See you in
February.

Sheila D’Amico

have always been accessible,
responsive, and knowledgeable. So thank you Richard
Cowan, Sue Piper, Ellen
Dillard, Doug Wong, Terri
Gillen, Michael Johnson,
Jen Crawford, Claudia
Burgos (Jimenez), Arturo
Sanchez, and more. We’ve
had a good run with D4
Councilmembers Jean Quan,
and before that, Dick Spees.
We now look forward to
working with Libby Schaaf
and her staff.

and criticized just to gain the
opportunity to serve in public
office. Thank you to these
public-spirited neighbors.
“Onions and Orchids”
is on hiatus as we wait for
someone to step forward to
edit that column. If we were
running O&O this month,
we’d give orchids to Oakland
League of Women Voters’
Mary Bergan and Mary
Weinstein for all their work,
especially in helping to
produce the D4 forum at
Fruitvale Presbyterian
Church. These women and
the LWVO were everywhere
in election season, getting the
word out, emceeing forums,
and producing educational
election materials.

A very special note
of appreciation to all the candidates who ran for office,
and a loud shout-out to D4
candidates Daniel Swafford,
Melanie Shelby, Ralph Kanz,
Jason Gillen, Clinton Killian,
and Jill Broadhurst, and D6
candidates Jose Dorado, and
Nancy Sidebotham. It isn’t
easy to put yourself out there
to be scrutinized, analyzed,

Stopped by Laurel
Book Store too early to buy
a copy of Mark Twain’s
autobiography. But owner
Luan Staus introduced Earl
Harper from Urban Shield
Security Services. Earl’s company is taking over security
patrol of the Laurel business
district between the arches.
Hours vary as Urban Shield
works with merchants to determine the best schedule.

COURTESY JEAN QUAN

NICK LOSTRACCO

On one more political
note, we can’t let this issue
pass without a huge note of
thanks to Jean Quan and her
staff over the years. They
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535-5602
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238-6351
(Communities of Oakland
Respond to Emergencies)
Oaklanders Assistance 444-CITY
Center can direct you to
the appropriate city services.
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Congratulations to
winners of all the recent local
elections, especially to District
Four City Councilmember,
Jean Quan, who will be
our new mayor, D4
Councilmember-elect Libby
Schaaf, D6 Councilmember
Desley Brooks, who was reelected to office, to Metro area
neighbors Robert Raburn,
who was elected to the
BART board, and Gary
Yee, who was reelected to
the Oakland Unified School
District Board for D4.
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A special thanks to all
residents, associations, and
merchants for their support.
Also, a special thanks to all
volunteer writers, artists,
photographers, and distributors.
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Opinions expressed in the MacArthur
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We welcome your
news and ads;
deadline the 15th.
Publication in the
first week of each
month except
January and July.
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Leona Heights
Neighborhood News
B
BY GORDON LAVERTY

L

eona Heights residents
will join Mayor-elect Jean
Quan in facing city challenges. Mayor-elect Quan has
said that among her major
concerns are crime, jobs, and
young people.
First, an adequate police
force is necessary to protect
neighborhoods.
Second, potential for new
jobs lies in the development

of more small businesses.
Third, it is important to decrease the high school drop-out
rate and encourage achievement of a high school diploma
to assure a bright future.
We are grateful for Jean’s
willingness to attack these
problems and hope all people
will support her in these
important endeavors.
——————————————
Gordon Laverty can be reached
at lavertyhillmob2@sbcglobal.net.

Redwood Heights News
BY DENISE DAVILA

Get Your Tree from
Redwood Heights School
Support Redwood Heights
School by purchasing your
holiday tree from the Dads’
Club. The dads get the best
Noble and Douglas fir trees
from a local distributor
and bring the trees to the
schoolyard for pickup
on December 11 and 18.
Can’t get out on these days?

The dads will gladly bring
your tree to your home.
(Delivery: $7 within 5
miles of RHS).
Want your tree for December 11? Order by 10 a.m.,
December 9. For December
18, order by December 16.
Go to rhs.ousd.ca.
campusgrid.net/home/
Fundraisers/Holiday+Trees.
For more information,
contact Matt Wirth at
844-2861, or by email at
mattwirth1@yahoo.com.

A
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JACK FOLEY

High Street Neighborhood News
O L E Y

I

’ve been thinking lately
about celebrating small
victories. One reason is
practical—we rarely have major
victories, so we need to enjoy
the smaller ones. Last month
I wrote about three projects—
completion of the conceptual
design stage of the LAMMPS
project; rebirth of the Friends
of Melrose Branch Library;
and conceptual approval of
the Courtland Creek Mural.
For the turn-of-the-year Metro,
I’ve expanded the theme and
asked members of our community for their suggestions. Some
of these are small and personal,
others are communal and medium-sized. But all of them can
keep us moving forward and
smiling in a challenging world.
The first group is about
surviving:
• Removing the stake
from a street tree that can
now stand up on its own.
• A locally owned store
still in business.
• Likewise a library, and
a school. And the Metro.
Next are the results of
neighbors coming together:

BY

BRYAN FARLEY

Maxwell Park News
BRYAN FARLEY

D

iane Burr moved into
Maxwell Park in 1986.
She has lived in the
same Virginia Ave. house
for more than 25 years. A few
years ago, Diane purchased
the same house that she had
been renting. Perhaps because
of this experience, Diane is
now helping women find
transitional housing.
As with many parents,
Diane became involved in her
neighborhood when her son
attended school. Diane was
the PTA President at Maxwell
Park Elementary. She recalls
being impressed by Maxwell
Park School and how receptive
the staff was about having parents involved. When her son
graduated from college, the

Diane Burr

former principal attended
her son’s graduation party.
I am impressed by her tireless effort to help our community. She explained, “I think
the only way to make changes

FRUITVALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PRESENTS

Sounds

& Sparks

is for others to see your involvement. I can’t sit around
and talk about things going
wrong and not try to make a
change in the neighborhood.”
continued on page 10

Holiday Shipping
Made Easy
Come Visit

Hills Copy & Mail Center

Featuring
The Dan Damon Jazz Quartet
FUNDRAISER FOR YOUTH

$2.00 OFF

Thursday, December 30, 7pm
2735 MacArthur Blvd.

(Valid till December 31, 2010)

Alluring Desserts
with Tea and Coffee
Donation: $10 Info & Tickets: 510-530-0915

any shipment
UPS, FEDEX and DHL
4100 Redwood Rd., Ste. 10
Oakland, CA 94619
(At Lincoln Square Shopping Center)
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-2pm

(510) 531-0210
www.hillscopyandmail.com

Like an emblem of minor victories, this happy face is a welcome
addition to the Maxwell Park pillar.
• Completion of the second
mosaic wall of the rest room
at Maxwell Park.
• Community members
on both sides of High St. joining forces to address issues
of crime, traffic, and blight/
beautification.
• Seeing troublesome
renters move out after neighbors worked together to alert a
property owner about the problems the renters caused and
their intimidating behavior.
• Hearing from a neighbor
recovering from surgery that
your cupcakes and shared
dinner helped her feel better
despite the break-in next door.
• Welcoming new young
neighbors to an NCPC.
This group celebrates improvements to our community:
• Kids in lime-green jackets
picking up trash on International Blvd. and High St.
• Police officers who pull
over a community member
for a traffic infraction and treat
him in a dignified, respectful
manner.
• The façade improvement
of Los Mexicanos market
at High and International.
• Seeing a neighbor cut
the weeds on her lot near your
house and hearing that she
might welcome a community
garden there.
• After two years of higher
test scores, Horace Mann
Elementary School moves out
from under the “Performance
Improvement” program.
• Reduction of sideshow

activity this year, and no sideshow fatalities.
And finally, personal
victories from some of our
neighbors:
• Connecting with a
long-lost friend on Facebook.
• Supporting a candidate
who actually won.
• Losing 20 pounds and
keeping them off.
• Finding your car keys.
• Rejoining the world
after the doctor sees no sign
of serious illness.

Momentum at
Melrose Branch
To keep up the momentum,
the Friends of Melrose Library
held their second meeting on
Election Day afternoon. By the
time you read this column they
will have applied for a grant,
planted daffodils around the
branch, and begun to sell books
for $0.50 (paperbacks) and
$1.00 (hardbacks). Children’s
Librarian Adina Leitner (aka
Miss Adina) held a successful
Halloween celebration and has
instituted monthly sessions
of “Imagine, Create and
Decorate.” Youngsters three
years and older can create art
with glue, glitter, feathers, and
stickers at 4 p.m. on December
8 and January 12.
Dog on the sidewalk;
Child hesitates, “Oooo”; pets him.
Wagging tail; big smile.
—————————————
Adelle Foley can be reached at
jandafoley@sbcglobal.net.

Draft
MicroBrews
& Organic Wine
by the Glass
Fair Trade,
Organic Coffees
Scrumptious
Panini & Salads
Fresh Fruit
Smoothies

OPEN EVERY DAY

WED.-SAT. 6:30AM-9PM
SUN.-TUE. 6:30AM-6PM

3726 MacArthur Blvd
in the Laurel

482-2933
order online:
www.worldgrounds.com
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Laurel Neighborhood News
JOHN FRANDO

Paulette
Avery,

BY JOANNA KATZ
AND JOHN FRANDO

R.N., M.S.N.,
I.B.C.L.C.

To Your Health

Growing an Interest
in School Kids
The Laurel PTA Garden
Committee has initiated
a multifaceted gardening
project at the Laurel Elementary School. They hope the
project will not only inspire
the schoolchildren but also
involve neighbors and local
resources to design and sustain a green outdoor classroom at the school. Parents,
teachers, students, and
neighborhood volunteers
have already cleared space
for raised beds built of recycled lumber. Eventually,
students will use the raised
beds to grow food. Recently,
volunteers mulched 1,100
square feet on the south side
of the school to be planted
with drought-tolerant butterfly-host and -nectar plants.
The tangram garden planters
have been moved to this area
as well. Each kindergarten
class has wine-barrel planters in which they planted
trees as part of their studies.
In addition to gardening,
this project will focus on
litter management, with
the goal of developing
waste-free, earth-friendly
habits. Students will learn
the value of soil, using
pocket microscopes and
identification guides to
observe the soil components,
including microorganisms
that assist in the decomposition process. The underlying
expectation is that the students will grow into responsible stewards of the planet.
Members of the Garden
Committee hope to enhance
and extend the nutrition curriculum currently provided
to all classes by Alameda
County Nutrition Services
with the “Harvest of the
Month” program. The
Garden Committee hopes to
construct an indoor/outdoor
laboratory where students
can consume fruits and vegetables and also participate
in the cycle of food growth
and decomposition. This

F

Volunteers for the gardening project at the Laurel Elementary School
helped out on Saturday November 13.
growing program will need
funding sources to allow for
current small-scale planting
with the future possibility
of something more spacious
and permanent. Joanna
Katz, one of the leaders
of the Garden Committee,
has already secured a $2,727
grant to help pay for some
supplies and children’s
gardening tools. To help
this project with donations
of vegetable plants, contact
Cassie Barr, Garden
Committee Chair, at
cbatloom@aol.com.

volunteer. Salem Lutheran
Home is home to almost 200
seniors of all faiths and backgrounds. Proceeds from the
thrift shop directly benefit
residents. Find clothing, jewelry, kitchen items, knickknacks, paperbacks and
LPs (25 cents each), toys and
games, holiday decorations,
and many other treasures.
The thrift shop is open
throughout the year on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10
a.m. to noon and 1 to 3 p.m.
Salem Lutheran Home
is at 2361 East 29th St.

Thrift Shop Treasures
California St. resident
Nancy Swanson would like
to spread the word about
the Salem Lutheran Home
thrift shop, where she is a

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

—

MA
—
R K ET P L AC E

•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET
BREADS

•FINE FOOD DELICACIES
Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm
Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178

35th & MacArthur

alls take a huge toll on
people by the injuries
and death they cause.
Deaths resulting from falls
are a leading cause of
death in this country and
have been since the early
1800s. The age groups
most affected by falls are
the elderly and children.
Fortunately, there are
many things we can do
to reduce the incidence of
falls. Read on for some
suggestions for reducing
the chance someone will
fall in your home.
Most serious falls occur
at home, so it is important
to check for safety hazards
and correct them. Stairs
present a serious potential
hazard, and surprisingly,
most falls occur on short
flights of stairs rather than
on longer ones, and more
often on the bottom three
or top three steps. Here are
some tips for making stairs
safer:
• Be sure stairs are well
lighted.
• Avoid leaving books,
packages, or other items
on the stairs.
• On stairs without carpeting, install contrasting
tape, rubber stair treads,
or another skid-resistant
treatment to provide better
traction.
• For carpeted stairs,
be sure carpet is firmly attached. Replace or repair
worn or loose carpeting.
Avoid carpet patterns that
make it difficult to distinguish where the stairs end.
• Install handrails on
both sides of the stairways.
• Avoid the use of
throw rugs at the top
or bottom of stairways.
• On stairs with obvious hazards, use special
caution.
Fall prevention is as important for children as it is

Fall
Prevention
for older adults. More than
three million children are
injured in falls each year.
Here are some safety guidelines from the Home Safety
Council:
• Mount gates at the
top and bottom of staircases
and on the doorway of the
child’s room. Gates should
be mounted with hardware
and secured to the wall or
banister. Avoid using pressure-mounted gates that
may give way. Look for
gates with the Juvenile
Products Manufacturer’s
Certification Seal. Be sure
to close and secure gates
each time you go through
one. Teach your child to
go down stairs backwards
once he or she is 10 to 12
months old.
• Make balconies safe
for kids. If slats are widely
spaced, use Plexiglas sheets
to prevent children from
getting stuck between
the slats or falling through.
Never leave young children
unattended on or near a
balcony.
• Protect children from
falling out of windows
by installing specially
designed window guards.
Screens are not sufficiently
safe to prevent falls. Place
furniture far enough from
windows so that children
cannot reach and climb
onto a window from the
furniture.
Since these are just a few
of the many considerations
that will help prevent falls,
I hope you will use them
as a starting point and
make safety a priority for
you and your loved ones.
I wish each of you a
safe, healthy, and joyous
holiday season!
————————————
Paulette Avery is a registered
nurse and a freelance writer
who specializes in health issues.
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BY BRENDA BOUDREAUX

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
BRENDA BOUDREAUX

Bernard@50: Spreading the Spirit
of Giving

Street Beat

U

Bernard at his party which took place at the Food Bank warehouse.
right here go hungry every
day,” said Bernard. “If I can
help remind people or shed
light on the issue, I feel like
I have done a small part.”
Bernard did much more
than simply shed light on the
issue. His party raised nearly
$5,000. This hefty donation is
worth much more than its
face value. According to the
Food Bank Executive Director Suzan Bateso, the nonprofit is able to purchase $5
worth of food for every $1 received in donations, based on
agreements with certain food
suppliers and distributors.
In addition to enjoying
typical party activities, including a gourmet buffet catered by Bernard’s niece Chef
Andrea Penny, the party revelers packed hundreds of
bags of green apples they
pulled from huge bins at the
warehouse. The apples were

distributed by the Food Bank
to families in need.
“My dad used to say, ‘Do
what you can, where you can,
when you can, with what you
have,” explained Bernard
about his philosophy of helping others. “This advice applies to so many situations,
but it especially applies to addressing social issues that are
seemingly insurmountable.”
With Bernard’s wise and
gentle approach to spreading
the spirit of giving, it would
not be surprising if he lives
another 50 years.

Cameron Murphy,
Allendale Neighborhood,
with mother, Calina
Race cars at the Kentucky
Fried Chicken on MacArthur,
like a happy meal.

Luella Penserga,
Laurel Elementary. With her
in photo is Julia LaChica
I want to see more youth
programs.

Volunteers Needed for
Food Bank Project
The MacArthur Metro sponsors a team of volunteers
who provide assistance packing food for an Alameda
County Community Food
Bank project. This effort is
continued on page 10
BRENDA BOUDREAUX

nless you abide by the
“Bah, humbug!” traditions of cold-hearted
Ebenezer Scrooge, you’ll probably exchange gifts, share
special meals, or perhaps volunteer to help those less fortunate during the holiday season.
It’s the time of year when the
spirit of giving comes alive
and spreads redeeming joy.
But for Maxwell Park
resident Bernard Boudreaux,
the giving spirit is more than
a seasonal notion. It’s a way
of life.
Bernard recently celebrated his 50th birthday in
a way that sets an example
of the colossal good that can
occur when people come together and embrace the spirit
of giving. Bernard organized
a big party for his family,
friends, and colleagues. Unlike
the typical birthday celebration, this party provided
guests an opportunity to
give back to the community.
Bernard partnered with the
Alameda County Community
Food Bank, a nonprofit that
provides food for families in
need. The party was held at
the nonprofit’s warehouse,
and guests were asked to
bring cash donations for the
Food Bank in lieu of gifts
for Bernard.
“Food is such a basic need,
and we have so much here in
California. Yet so many people

spite of the fact that it’s going
to hurt city employees, citizens, the police department.
It’s going to take city services,
vital services, away from
everyone in Oakland. If we
don’t balance the budget, if
we do not keep Oakland as a
sound fiscal entity, the possibility of selling bonds to continue to pay for city expenses
would simply disappear. At
that point we’re a bankrupt
municipality with a whole
bunch of new problems.

traffic, there would be more
business for everybody. So
they need more smaller businesses—things that people
want and need in this district.
If the bars go away then it
wouldn’t look like a crime
area. That’s blight to me.

Guests at Bernard’s party at the Food Bank warehouse bagged apples for distribution to families in need.

Maria Castellanos,
Fruitvale Neighborhood,
works in the Laurel,
with Noemi Castellanos
The businesses that have bars
on the windows, they’re
not very inviting. It just looks
like, “We’re scared.” And
then there are those empty
spaces that are just empty
forever. They look abandoned. If there was more foot

Meredith Fenton,
Laurel Neighborhood,
pictured with Ainsley Hill
What I would like to see in
this district is continued
development of the schools
and what educational
opportunities there are outside of school for the young
people in the district. In
addition, I would like to see
continued development of
the Laurel and other neighborhood centers to bring
locally owned small businesses that can thrive in
some of these neighborhoods outside of the larger,
downtowney areas that have
gotten a lot of redevelopment money for Oakland.
continued on page 6

Oakland
Landscaping
Since 1976
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE
BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY
DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES
GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS
EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS:
ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

10% OFF
Toys,
Beds,
and
Apparel
with this ad.
Expires 1/30/11

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC. #652408

(510) 635-1779
5900 COLISEUM WAY • OAKLAND

Where Hip Dogs and Cool Cats Shop
Tues-Thurs 10-7, Fri & Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5 • pawsnclawsoakland.com

2023 MacArthur Blvd. (2 blocks west of Fruitvale) • 510.336.0105
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Street Beat
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Jamie Treacy, teaches
at Unity High School
near the Laurel
One thing I think our community needs is more healthy
food options and grocery
stores.

Recreation. The Redwood
Heights Community Center
has this after-school program
that’s really important to the
community, and a lot of
people count on that. Working
families need that kind of after-school care. It’s affordable
and it’s convenient and it’s
right there. Those resources
aren’t there either. You have
these furloughs now, and
people have to leave work
to get their kids on Friday
sometimes. It’s unfortunate,
and I know it’s a city budget
issue, but the long-term cost
is probably bigger to the
community if parents have to
leave their work or scramble
to find other ways to get their
kids out of school at three.

Katy Givler,
Laurel District
I think more families need to
support their neighborhood
school and really look at the
schools and see them for
the gems that they are, rather
than assuming that they have
to go to the hills schools
in order to get a proper
education. Encourage families, without forcing families,
to really look at the public
schools and have the
council persons try to
find more money for the
Oakland schools.

Saadat Ahmad,
Maxwell Park
I’d like some speed bumps
on Rawson St. on the block
near Fleming.

Michelle Hall,
shops in the Laurel
from San Leandro
More things for the youth to
do. Positive and educational
activities, after school programs. For kids five and up—
all they know is video games
that have a lot of fighting,
and they take it out into
the street. Teach them while
they are young. Work with
the youth.

Richard Whitaker,
Redwood Heights,
with son, Wesley
It’s about supporting the
schools, Oakland Unified,
which without measure L
passing—we’re up in the
Redwood Elementary, got
a couple of kids there—
funding’s an issue. We do a
pretty good job. The PTA’s
bringing a lot of money out
of the community. The parents are very supportive
with time and resources. But
still, it’s a constant crunch.
I would extend that
to Oakland Parks and

Sherry Miller,
works in Laurel District
Parking! Parking is terrible.
All our money is going to
the meters, and half of them
are broken. So we and our
customers are getting tickets
all day.
Daniel del Solar,
from Mills College area
I would love to celebrate my
community more. The fair here
in this lovely neighborhood
is good but I think we need to
have a variety of celebrations
and useful celebrations such
as what needs to be done in
the neighborhood. For example, there’s a lovely trail
along the Leona Lodge. Kids
deface it. We should have a
volunteer team to improve
our community together, in
conjunction with the unions,
for safety and security so
that we can enjoy the natural
beauty and the variety of our
society here. So, more celebrations, functional celebrations,
focusing on what we can do,
how can we get involved in
the schools, meaningfully, and
how to improve our general
area and how to celebrate
ourselves as a community.
Fred, Laurel Resident
Too many juveniles running
around here at night. Makes
me feel unsafe. Also, fix or
light the dark walkways
and alleys on MacArthur.

Keith, Laurel Resident
Young adults and younger
kids, when you get a pack
of them, it’s intimidating,
especially at night. One time,
a kid threatened to hit me
over the head with a bottle.
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The Metro Gets Around

Page 6 at left, top to bottom: Janice
Yee at the Oriental Pearl TV Tower
in Shanghai, China (photo by
Jerome Chin); Ben Montoya, 250
miles north of the Arctic Circle on
the Beaufort Sea—the Northern
edge of the Alaskan, and North
American, land mass—at midnight,
summer 2010. That far north, the
sun doesn't set at all during the
summer. (Photo taken by Jason
Peterson of Nome, Alaska); Diane
Pfile and Ruth Villasenor, the owners of Paws & Claws, in Puerto
Vallarta, June 2009.
This page, clockwise from top left: Officer Joseph Fong at a
Brookdale picnic (photo by Nick Lostracco; left to right: Wardiman
Djojonegoro, Jif Dillemuth (in stroller), and Metro Word
Processor Baby Djojonegoro in front of the Reichstag in Berlin,
Germany (Photo by Shinta Djojonegoro); Jo-Ann Maggiora
Donivan in front of a very old wine press outside of an Agriturismo
in Pareto, in the Piedmont region of Italy (photo by John Donivan);
left to right: Margaret LeWright, Mark LeWright, Bumchin
Tegshjargal, Crystal LeWright, Zolboo Bakhdal and Bayarbat
Batbayar at Lake Khovsgol, Mongolia, August 2010 (photo
by Bandag Bayarbat); Metro Photographer Jody Berke at
Hakodate train station, Hokkaido, Japan (photo by Maggie
Bray); Janice Yee, Metro in hand, with Shanghai Expo 2010
mascot Haibao, Shanghai, China (photo by Jerome Chin).
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GAIL WHANG

Goats
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NICK LOSTRACCO

rescue. Mr. Melson found
ancestors as far back as 1832,
and that person was indeed
a slave. To go back further
meant tracing the ship that
brought him from Africa to
America—a nearly impossible
task because slaves, while in
transit from their native lands
to America, were referred to
by gender and approximate
age only. Their African names
ceased to exist, and they were
assigned whatever name the
owner wished. So names are
not traceable to Africa. This
gap appeared pretty nearly
insurmountable until DNA.
Through DNA, Mr. Melson
was able to trace his ancestry
back to Ghana. You’d think
he’d be finished, but on he
goes because every discovery
invites another discovery.
Current membership is
one-hundred plus. AAGSNC
is looking for new members,
not restricted to race. If your
family tree interests you,
come to a free meeting and
see just what’s up. Their Web
site is www.aagsnc.org.

Bernadette and Angel.
neighborhood attraction,
with kids and adults coming by to visit and to check
out their progress.
Eventually, a group of
parents and kids from the
Garden School came by for
a visit. The children were
excited to see Bernadette
and Angel. Watching
from the deck, one girl
asked, “Are they sad or
homesick?” Another asked:
“Where do they hang out

MONAGHAN’S
. . . on the Hill
Restaurant & Lounge
Casual Dining • Family Friendly
Sports Viewing • Private Dining

during the day and where
do they sleep?” One little
boy asked perhaps the most
important question: “Who
cleaned up their poop?”
(I did).
Later that day, we
loaded Angel and
Bernadette into the back
of my station wagon and
drove them back to the
Garden School. When we arrived at the school, the children were excited and happily welcomed them home.
The goats seemed happy,
too. The Garden School is
a happy place. We, on the
other hand, despite our
much clearer back yard,
were sad to see our Goatie
friends go. What started as a
way to clear out the brush in
our back yard had turned
into a . . . Goatie Adventure!

2820 Mountain Blvd., Oakland
Joaquin Miller exit off Hwy. 13

510-482-2500
Open Daily at 3pm
Sunday Brunch coming soon

Time to groom your pet to enjoy FALL FUN
Pet
Choice,
Best
Choice
Are you looking for a good certified
pet groomer? Or looking for a good
pet supplier?
Give us a try, Your Satisfaction
is GUARANTEED.
Pet Grooming • In-Home Boarding
Natural Pet Food • Small Doggie Day Care
City of Oakland Dog Licensing
Special Order Available

Store Hours: Mon-Sat: 10AM-7PM, Sun: 11AM-5PM Open 7 days a week
4203 MacArthur Blvd, Oakland

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

anywhere else the archives
and court records lead him.
He discovered that the vertical
search provokes a horizontal
search. He finds the record
of a relative in a certain city,
looks up the relative in the
court records, cold calls names
from the city directories to
see if he can hit the jackpot—
many times he does. He finds
relatives he would never had
known existed had he not
been on this mission. And
everybody has stories, stories
that awaken curiosity leading
to investigating the “characters” in the story, and so
it goes. That illustrates the
horizontal part of the search.
The vertical traces back
from relative to relative by
date as far as the search will
take you, until you run up
against a stone wall. That’s
where the African American
Genealogical Society of Northern California comes to the

(510) 530-3888

www.pet-choice.com

Customer Satisfaction is Our First Priority

Book browsing at the African American Genealogical Society meeting.

GAIL WHANG

as a Landscape Architect,
and the design of the school
shows it!). Activities at the
school are focused on outdoor play and gardening.
A small barn area enclosed
by a fence holds chickens
and two pigmy goats, the
kind commonly found at
petting zoos.
Tae and I discussed
the goat idea and decided
to give it a try. We transported the two goats,
mother and daughter
(named Bernadette and
Angel by the kids) in the
back of Gail’s van.
When they arrived at
our house, the goats timidly
stayed on our deck for several days, eating only our
potted plants. After a week,
they became more comfortable, and wandered off our
deck to taste the overgrown
grasses, ivy, and weeds.
Their favorite meal, though,
turned out to be the blackberry vines, thorns and all.
I was unable to see exactly
how they dealt with blackberry thorns, but it looked
as if they deftly ran the
vines through their teeth
breaking off the incredibly
sharp thorns.
Within a few weeks
they ate a good portion of
the overgrowth and became
so comfortable that they
nudged us to feed them
by hand every time we
went into our yard. Soon,
our “goaties,” as we fondly
called them, became a

Genealogy

Tae Gyungha and Allan Miller
with Bernadette and Angel.
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INSTRUCTION

SERVICES

Bernice & Joe Playschool. For nearly
29 years, play-based learning in
our earthquake retrofitted, home-like
center near Mills College. The
park-like quarter-acre setting has
pine and fruit trees, vegetable
garden, redwood playhouse, 20foot sailboat, two-story wooden
rocket ship, outdoor art and
block rooms. Curriculum includes
pre-reading, pre-math enrichment,
field trips, F.I.T. gymnastics,
music and Spanish lessons. Emphasis put on socialization, verbalization. Sibling discount. Lunch,
snacks provided. Ages 2 to 5
years. License #010214258.
Brochure. (510) 638-3529. Visit us at
www.berniceandjoe-playschool.com.

African-American manicurist,
located in the Laurel District,
specializing in manicures, pedicures
w/paraffin wax treatments, sculptured nails, silk and fiberglass wraps.
Over 20 years experience and
service in this area. Call (510)
482-3229 for appointment.

Saxophone & Piano. Play music
for the joy of it! Have fun learning
jazz, blues, improvisation. Patient,
supportive teacher. Ages 10 &
up. Specialty: Adult beginners. Eva
436-0504.
Classes offered in knitting, crocheting, felting, spinning & weaving at
Piedmont Yarn & Apparel, 4171
Piedmont Avenue. 510-595-9595.
www.piedmontyarn.com. We also
mend knitted wear.
RENTALS
Mendocino coast cottage: Charming
furnished 1BR plus living room sofa
bed, fireplace, fully equipped
kitchen. Minimum 3 days, $85/day,
$525/week. (510) 482-5577.

Storytelling for all ages and occasions. Classes and camps for children and adults. Educational, magical and fun. Professional storyteller
and teacher, Mary Ellen Hill, 6364155, mehstories@netzero.com,
www.mehstories.com.
Handywoman Services. Minor home
repair, accessibility modifications,
light hauling, and gardening. Specializing in service to seniors. No
job too small. Laurel resident for
over 18 years. Ruth Ann Crawford
530-7459.
Prepare for the Holidays! Is your
home ready for the holidays? Guest
room clean and organized? Decorations found? Old toys and clothes
donated? Kitchen ready for making meals? Emily (a Melrose/High
Hopes resident) at Ripple Effect
Personal Organizing can make all
these answers “yes!” for you. Call
510-479-3376 or visit me at
www.rippleeffectorganizing.com.

Dimond Neighborhood News
BY CARRIE CAMPBELL
KATHLEEN RUSSELL

AND

Paws & Claws
Howl-o-ween
Fundraiser
Thanks to everyone who
attended the 7th Annual
Dimond Pet Parade and
Costume Party, which raised
$450 in donations for
Berkeley East Bay Humane
Society. A special shout-out
to Jacque Keller for making
the delicious chili enjoyed
by all, and to Timothy
Chapman for documenting
the pet parade with photos
and video. See the video
at www.Dimondnews.org.
Paws & Claws is located
at 2033 MacArthur Blvd.
(www.pawsnclawsoakland.com)

Oaktoberfest—
Latest Update
The Oaktoberfest 2010 was
a wonderful and successful
event. It generated a healthy

profit for the Dimond
Improvement Association
(DIA) and the merchants’
group for use in many
projects, including Beautification, Public Safety Education, and support for our
beloved Dimond Park.
And we’ll do it all again
next “Oaktober” 2011.

Mural Magic
on Fruitvale
The Sequoia Elementary
School’s vibrant new mural
highlights the history of
the Dimond. The mural is inspired by paintings from our
school children. See a video
of the mural-in-progress at
DimondNews.org. For
more information, email
debkoppman@yahoo.com
or visit the artists at the
mural site.

Virtual Food Drive
Needs Your Help
Alameda County Community

Food Bank (ACCFB), a
501(c)(3) nonprofit, serves
food to one in six residents
of Alameda County, with
nearly half of them children
and teens. Join our local
drive to help replenish
the pantries of the Alameda
County Community Food
Bank. The 2010 holiday
season will mark the
highest demand period in
the Food Bank’s 25-year
history.
The Dimond’s Timothy
Chapman established a
local donation drive that
runs through December 31,
2010. Please help reach our
$5,000 goal, by donating
online at https://www.vfdaccfb.org/home.aspx. You
can also donate by check
to ACCFB, PO Box 2599,
Oakland, CA 94614.
————————————
Email comments to
CarrieCampbell@hotmail.com
and krussell@russellgordon.com.
DIANE PFILE

METRO
CLASSIFIED ADS

Writing Services. I write text for articles, bios, booklets, brochures,
manuals, mission statements, Web
sites. Madelen Lontiong, (510) 4821286 or email: mlontiong2010@
yahoo.com. Please put “MTL” in subject line of email.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Past Issues
of the Metro
with a searchable
database available
online at
macarthurmetro.org

Photographers. The MacArthur
Metro is looking for photographers
to join our volunteer staff. Can
you take good photos? Do you
have a camera? Are you available for evening meetings or daytime assignments? Approx. two
to four hours a month. Email
metroreaders@earthlink.net.

CLASSIFIED RATES: Classified ads are $.50 per word. Discounted prices are available
for five- and ten-issue frequencies. Send your copy along with payment to The
MacArthur Metro, PO Box 19046, Oakland, 94619 or email your copy to
metroadvertising@yahoo.com. Deadline for submission and payment is the 15th of the
month. For additional information on discounts or other information contact Krista
Gulbransen at 287-2655, fax 844-9487.

The annual Howl-O-Ween parade and party in Dimond is a popular event enjoyed by pets and their owners.

ZHI DAO GUAN

ver

THE TAOIST CENTER

co
Dis

Dr. Alex Feng LAc, PhD, OMD

Family owned since 1933.

Your Natural Food Marketplace
For Your Healthy Life Style!
✓ ORGANIC PRODUCE
✓ NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT
ON DUTY

✓ WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY
✓ HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,
SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS

“Come on Down”
Redwood Exit

Hwy 13

Hwy 580

High St

580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

35th Ave

Fruitvale Ave

3033 MacArthur Blvd

3033 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland • 482-3848
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

580 East to
35th Ave
Exit

Mon-Fri 8:30am - 8:30pm
Sat-Sun 8:30am - 7:30pm

FREE PARKING

Fridays
Afro Pop
Night,
9pm-2am

brings healing, physical exercise and spirituality
together at The Taoist Center to promote health
and longevity. Holder of the Zhi Dao lineage
from his Daoist ancestors, Dr. Feng is a leading
Integrative Medicine practitioner.

3824 MacArthur Boulevard,
Oakland • 510-336-0129
www.thetaoistcenter.com

Give a Gift
of Healing & Health
this Holiday
Gift Certificates available at The Taoist Center
Season!

and at www.thetaoistcenter.com

THE TAOIST CENTER OFFERS:

• Traditional Chinese Medicine (acupuncture, acupressure, tui na, herbs)
with Dr. Feng • Feng Shui reading of the home or business
• Tai Ji , meditation, and Qi Gong instructional DVDs by Dr. Feng
• Asian Bodywork • Yoga, Feldenkrais, Yamuna Body Rolling,
Bone & Joint, and T’ai Chi Chih classes
• Unique natural herbal tea collections prepared by Dr. Feng
• Class schedule available at www.thetaoistcenter.com

FREE: Study of the Tao and Meditation with Dr. Feng
Friday Dec. 31: a potluck dinner at 8pm followed by meditation at 11 into the New Year. Fri. Jan. 28 & Feb. 25 at 7pm.
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Calendar of Community Events
BY MARILYN GREEN, COORDINATOR

The MacArthur Metro calendar welcomes a range of listings. We emphasize
community meetings and actions that address neighborhood concerns as well
as cultural events that enrich our lives. To have your event listed, please contact
Marilyn Green no later than the 12th of the preceding month at 531-9233 or
marilynmetro@aol.com.

December 2010 and January 2011
Neighborhood Crime Prevention Councils
Maxwell Park Neighborhood Council: Wednesday, January 12,
7 to 8:45 p.m., Melrose Leadership Academy, 5328 Brann.
Contact Jan Hetherington at 534-4978 or maxwellparknc.com
for more info.
Melrose High Hopes: Thursday, January 20, 7 p.m., Horace
Mann School, Ygnacio and Congress. www.ncpcbeat27x.org.
Jefferson NCPC: No meeting in December. Contact Ana
Martinez at 773-0469 or amartinez@oakland.com.

Dimond Library 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Information: 482-7844. Wheelchair accessible.
Family Storytimes: Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
Storytime: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m. and 11 a.m., 10:15 a.m.
for toddlers up to 2 years; 11 a.m. for ages 3 to 5 years.
Teen Time: Thursdays. Music, snacks, and board games. Call
for time.
Lawyers in the Library: First Tuesday, December 7 and January
4, 6 to 8 p.m.; sign-up for lottery at 5:45 p.m. Free legal
information. Call to confirm.
Spanish Conversation Group: First and third Tuesdays, December
7 and 21, and January 4 and 18, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Contact:
Sarah Hodgson 482-7844, shodgson@oaklandlibrary.org.
Book Discussion Group: Second Tuesday, December 14 and
January 11, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Call for current title.
The African American Genealogical Society of Northern
California: Saturday, December 18 and January 15, 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. Wheelchair accessible. Community invited. December
meeting: Potluck and annual Black Elephant Sale.
FOSC Member Meeting: Wednesday, January 19, 7 p.m.
Laurey Hemenway, Watershed Coordinator for the Friends
of San Leandro Creek, will present information on the efforts
of FOSC’s sister organization. Contact 501-3672 or
coordinator@sausalcreek.org for more information.

Melrose Library 4805 Foothill Blvd. Information: 535-5623.
Plant Daffodils with Friends of the Melrose Branch: Saturday,
December 4, 10 a.m. to noon. In case of rain, back-up date is
December 11.
Friends of the Melrose Branch: Tuesday, December 7, 6 p.m.
Book Discussion Group: Fourth Tuesday, December 23 and January 27, 5:30 to 7 p.m. Call for current title.
Craft Program with Children’s Librarian: Wednesday, December 8
and 15, 4 p.m. “Imagine, create, and decorate” with Miss Adina.

General Calendar
Collecting Memories: through Sunday, December 12. Tuesdays
to Sundays 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesdays 11 a.m. to
7:30 p.m., Mills College Art Museum, 5000 MacArthur Blvd.
Binh Danh, Photographs and other remnants of the Vietnam
War. Free. mcam.mills.edu
Short, sharp notes, rolling or churring whistles, clear phrases:
through December 12, Tuesdays to Sundays 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Wednesdays 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Mills College Art Museum,
5000 MacArthur Blvd. Kathryn Spence, Sculptural objects inspired by birds and the natural world.

Skyline Idol: Thursday, January 27, 6 p.m. Student talent show
with an American Idol format. Tickets: $5 general.
Nursery Work Days: Thursday, December 9 and 16, 1:30 to
4:30 p.m. and Saturday, January 8 and 22, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.,
Joaquin Miller Park Native Plant Nursery, 3594 Sanborn Rd,
Oakland. Join the Friends of Sausal Creek for a day of native
plant propagation. Contact Megan at 325-9006 or
field@sausalcreek.org to RSVP.

Maxwell News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Holy Names University Information Session: Thursday, December
16 and January 27, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 3500 Mountain Blvd.
1-800-430-1321 or www.hnu.edu.

Diane has an optimistic
perspective. While some
neighbors notice blight and
isolation, Diane sees a way
to connect, to make a difference. Diane knows as much
about our neighborhood as
anyone. She sees “the children outside playing games
and having fun while the
parents visit and exchange
recipes and ideas on how
to help each other out.”
Since February, Diane
has worked at the new
Making Changes Transition
House near Mills College.
Diane helped create the program, and when I visited her
and the residents recently, I
realized that Diane wanted
the women to experience
something similar to what
she experiences in Maxwell
Park. Diane wants the residents to feel connected to
the community. Diane also
has the perspective of someone who rented for twenty
years. She understands that
everyone is “in transition.”
Diane also realizes that
community connections
are permanent. The women
at Making Changes will
have their lives changed
forever.
If you are interested in
helping, contact Diane
Burr at the Partnership
for Affordable Housing
(www.pfah.net).
————————————
Find out more about
Bryan Farley at his blog,
www.bryanfarleyblog.com.

Sounds and Sparks: Thursday, December 30, 7 p.m., Fruitvale
Presbyterian Church, 2735 MacArthur Blvd. An Evening of Jazz
featuring the Dan Damon Jazz Quartet. Tickets: $10. Fundraiser
for youth programs.

Bernard@50

Creek Restoration Work Day: Saturday, December 11, 8:45 a.m.
to noon, Dimond Park, 3860 Hanly Rd. Invasive species removal
and more. Meet at the Scout Hut. Contact Megan at 325-9006
or field@sausalcreek.org for more information. December is also
a solstice planting event. January is a Martin Luther King Day
Service Event.
Solstice Planting Event: Saturday, December 11 and January 22,
9 a.m. to noon, Joaquin Miller Park Sequoia Arena, 10060
Skyline Blvd. Help restore the wetlands, uplands, and redwood
understory at the Sequoia Arena. Contact Megan at
field@sausalcreek.org.
Solstice Planting Event: Saturday, December 11, 9 a.m. to noon,
Barry Place, East 27th St. and Barry Place. Spend a morning
planting native plants and cleaning up the creek. Park your car
on Barry Place. Contact Sheelah at sheelahw@juno.com with
questions and to RSVP.
Fall Gardening at Wood Park: Saturday, December 11, 9 a.m.
to noon, just below 580 north of Fruitvale Ave. Help make
Wood Park even more beautiful, clean, and safe. Contact crew
leaders Lisa Lemus and Phillip Wong at 534-1480 or
lemuswong@aol.com.
Oak Knoll Produce Market: Saturday, December 11, 10 a.m.
to noon, St. Cuthbert’s Episcopal Church, 7932 Mountain Blvd.
Great fresh fruit and vegetables at wholesale prices. 635-4949
or www.stcuthbertsoakland.org. Volunteers are welcome. Arrive
at 8:30 am.
Dimond Winter Festival: Sunday, December 12, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., Dimond Rec. Center, Dimond Park, 3860 Hanly Rd. Enjoy
the spirit of the season with craft making for the kids, festive
holiday music and artists selling crafts. Santa will be celebrating
with us. Sales from baked goods will be donated to the Alameda
County Community Food Bank. Contact Michelle Doppelt
482-7831. Free.
Be a Volunteer Tax Counselor for AARP Tax-Aide: Contact
deadline Wednesday, December 15. Contact Jay Wiedwald
at 893-8241.

Quarterly Bird Monitoring: Saturday, January 22, 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., Sequoia Arena in Joaquin Miller Park. Meet in the
first parking lot. Call Mark Rauzon to confirm, 531-3887.
Beaconsfield Canyon Work Day: Saturday, January 29, 9 a.m.
to noon. Meet at the end of Beaconsfield Place (closest address
is 2639), second street on the right as you go up Chelton from
Ascot Dr. Help restore the canyon. Contact Richard Kauffman
at 531-1237 or richard@rkcommunications.com.
Oral History Workshop: Saturday, February 5, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Mills College, 5000 MacArthur Blvd. A one-day introduction
to oral history. No experience is required. Topics include project
planning, interview preparation and techniques, legal and
ethical issues in oral history. Instructor is Kathryn Nasstrom,
PhD, professor of History and Women’s Studies at University
of San Francisco. $75 to community members, free to currently
enrolled Mills College students. Contact: Nancy MacKay,
mackay@mills.edu, 430-2028.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

spearheaded by Dal Sellman.
If you’re looking for opportunities to be a part of the
holiday season’s spirit of
giving, please contact Dal
at dvsellman@sbcglobal.net
or 531-2690.
————————————
Laurel resident Brenda
Boudreaux is Bernard’s sister.
A daily journalist for more
than 12 years, she now
practices immigration law.
Brenda can be reached at
boudreauxvisalaw@aol.com.

Fruitvale Presbyterian Church Senior Center: Wednesdays,
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 2734 MacArthur Blvd. 530-0915.
Bret Harte Middle School Fundraiser: Saturday and Sunday,
December 4 and 5, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Laurel Book Store, 4100
MacArthur Blvd. Meet local authors, purchase holiday gifts,
and support Bret Harte. Information: 531-2073.
Skyline High School Performances: 12250 Skyline Blvd.
A Cinderella Christmas: Wednesday to Saturday, December
8 to 11, 7:30 p.m., and Saturday, December 11, 2 p.m.
Performing Arts students present Cinderella. Tickets:
$10 general admission, $8 for children and seniors over 65.
Holiday Music Concert: Thursday, December 16, 7:30 p.m. Tickets:
$10 general admission, $8 for children and seniors over 65.
In the Spirit of the Dance: Thursday to Saturday, January 13 to 15,
7:30 p.m. Tickets: $9 general, $4 children under 12 & seniors
over 65.

Best wishes for joyous holidays
and a peaceful and prosperous New Year.
Thank you for your support. We rely on you.
As you make your end-of-the-year charitable donations,
consider making a donation to the Metro.
The money stays in your community,
and with every issue, you can see how it is spent.
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MONEY HONEYS
The Metro acknowledges contributions of $50 or more by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey for 10 issues. You keep our paper alive and well.
$1000 and above
Mary Morris Lawrence Trust
Special acknowledgment
for the generous gift of $2,000

$150 and above
Richard & Joanna Roberts
Nancy Sidebotham
Maureen Dorsey, DVM
Nancy Scott & William A. Ince
Katy & Vito Vanoni
Jeff Kelley & Hung Liu
Gary D. Yee & Caroline C. Yee
Reuben Goldberg &
Eileen Carlin-Goldberg
Renais Winter & Doug Stone
Bart Wright
Ignacio De La Fuente

Maxwell Park resident Davina Kotulski launched her book Love Warriors in November at Trattoria
Laurellinos. Davina (l) is shown here with Laurellinos’ chef and owner, Terrell Santiago, and Laurel Book
Store owner, Luan Staus. Luan said it was a full house—a great neighborhood event.

Zorro by Night
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

vulnerable ranchers and
miners. With multiple members named Joaquin, it is
not surprising that newspapers began attributing these
crimes to a single bandit
with near-superhuman powers. By1853, the general
population was so enraged
that a posse was appointed to
bring in the gangs. In a dramatic shoot-out just north of
Coalinga, several gang members were killed, and one of
the Joaquins was decapitated.
His head, preserved in a
pickle jar, was on public
display until the 1970s.
In 1854, John R. Ridge
decided to turn newspaper
reports into a novella, drawing freely upon other material to create his character.
The History of Joaquin Murieta
spawned a string of “true
histories” on the topic. In
1919, Johnston McCauley
morphed the character from
Mexican bandit into the
Robin Hood-like Zorro, in

2011 Ace Calendar

The Curse of Capistrano. The
following year McCauley’s
serial novel was used as
the basis for the Douglas
Fairbanks movie, The Mark
of Zorro. Since then Hollywood and novelists have had
a field day reinventing both
characters over and over.
On Thursday, December
2, 6 to 9 p.m., the public is
invited to come learn more
about both the Murrieta and
Zorro stories during a fund
raising event for Oakland’s
original rancho, the Peralta

Hacienda (2488 Coolidge
Ave.). Cal professor Alex
Saragoza will discuss his
years of extensive research
on Zorro in Hollywood.
Additionally, a series of
photos by Nina Egert of
sites along the Murrieta
horse trail will be on exhibit.
For more information about “Zorro by
Night,” please go to
www.peraltahacienda.org,
or call 532-9142, or
email madeline@
peraltahacienda.org.

MacArthur Metro 20th Anniversary
T-shirts and tote bags

$50 up to $150
Sheila D’Amico
Clifford Falloon & Joan Dark
Douglas Ferguson
Sue Morgan
Heather Phillips
Susan & Ted Tanisawa
Red Oak Realty
Fred Russillo
Roussel Sargent
Robert & Patricia Raburn
Margaret Arighi
Kathy Burns
Amy Darling & William Thompson
Margaret Elizares
Sharon Toth
Beverly James
David J. Pitta
Baby Djojonegoro
Mary & Anna Seastrand
Sara R. Wynne & Rochelle Wald
Laurie Umeh
American Legion, East Oakland
Post 471, Robert Cacy, Adjt.
Susan Abplanalp
Shoshana & David Finacom
Ruth Malone
Shirley Masengill
Margaret M. O’Halloran & Chris Lute
Richard Cowan & Kathleen Collins

$50 up to $150 (continued)
Sharon & George Higgins
Helen Lockwood
Keiko Shimada
Tarpoff & Talbert
Carolyn Adams
African American Genealogical Society
Jody Berke
Lawrence J. & Margaret O. Bowerman
Janet & John Broughton
Philip & Kathleen Caskey
Chris & Andy Cohn
Deborah Cooper
Eleanor & Michael Dunn
Michael Ferro
Andretta Fowler
Anne Fox
John Frando
Jeffrey & Judy Greenhouse
Marcia Henry & Gary Delgado
Erin Hughes
Lois Johnson
Stella Roda & Scott H. Lamb
Laurel Hardware/David Vahlstrom
Phil Wong & Lisa Lemus
Nancy Meyer
William Milny
Don Braden & Sue Morgan
Lydia Palmin & Tom Daley
Susan Papps
Patricia Quinn
Frank Tulleners & Christine Ralls
Trudi & Don Robinson
Karen M. Schroeder
Virginia S. & Wade Sherwood
Helen J. & William R. Shyvers. Jr.
Beverly Smith
Nancy Lindsay & Timothy Vendlinski
Victoria Wake
Jeff Green & Pat Dombrink
Hal & Lori Wine
Nancy Erb & Dick Kolbert
Paula Kimbro
E. Elizabeth Summers
Benjamin Visnick
Michael Wirgler & Nancy Taylor
Sarah A. Finnegan

$15 each
or two for $25.
Available at
Laurel Book Store
4100 MacArthur
@39th
531-2973
laurelbookstore@att.net

St. Elizabeth High School Makes a
DIFFERENCE
to Your High School Student:

FREE
PICK ONE UP!

• Small Class Size
(Teacher-Student Ratio 1:10)
• Dedicated Teachers and Staff

While
Supplies
Last

Filled with Helpful Tips
and Coupons!
One per customer with this coupon. Expires 1/31/11.

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
Open M-F 8-8, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-4

• Division Champion Athletic Dept.

The Difference Is Joy!
1530 34th Avenue
Oakland 94601-3024
www.stliz-hs.org

Tel 510-532-8947, x119
Fax 510-532-9754
nmondy@stliz-hs.org
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“Zorro by Night” and the Murrieta Myth

I

n 1849, a group of young
Mexicans rode overland to
central California along the
Anza Trail. Mere teenagers,
they hailed from four neighboring ranches in Sonora.
Five of the boys were named
Joaquin, and many of them
sported the family name,
Murrieta.
Once in California, the
teens split up into several
smaller gangs, at first trying to
make it rich in the gold fields.
When they found themselves
severely harassed by Anglo
miners, they took to other
means of support—some
legal, some criminal. Brothers
Joaquin, Juan, and Martin
Murrieta had a ranch east of
Merced, from which they ran
supplies to the miners on mule
trains. Two half-brothers,

Joaquin Murrieta and Joaquin
Carrillo Murrieta, acquired a
ranch in Niles Canyon from
the Vallejo family.
In addition to ranching, the
entire group was involved in
rounding up wild horses (the
offspring of livestock escaped
from Californio ranchos). Each
spring the Murrietas and their
friends drove these horses
south to Sonora, where they
made a sizeable profit selling
the animals. Their route to
Mexico began near John
Marsh’s ranch in Clayton,
ran past Vasco Caves and the
Livermore Valley, and continued southward through the
grass-covered foothills
west of the Central Valley’s
marshlands.
Additionally, various gang
members ran a side business
robbing and murdering
continued on page 11

NINA EGERT

BY NINA EGERT

Alameda Creek near Vallejo Mills, with the hills of Joaquin Murrieta’s ranch land in background.

Recession Buster
15% OFF
EVERYTHING Sale!
Saturday,
December 4th

~

With Warmest Wishes
& Heartfelt Thanks!
Tue.- Sat. 12- 6pm
4004 MacArthur Blvd
510-482-5921
Email:
KomodoToyz@aol.com

Toys & Hobbies • Making a difference, just a little bit at a time • La Dolce Vita •

• Toys & Hobbies • La Dolce Vita • Making a difference, just a little bit at a time

REGISTER NOW!

TUTORING
& CLASSES
HOMEWORK HELP
COMPUTER CLASSES
INTERNET ACCESS
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
Call 510.914.0055
Email learnhere@laurelmarketplace.com

Sessions start at $59.95 per month
Serving students from 8 to 80
LEARNING CENTER
@ Laurel Marketplace

4232 MacArthur Blvd.
(Near High Street Arch)

Making a difference, just a little bit at a time

Past Issues of the Metro
with a searchable database
available online at
macarthurmetro.org

We specialize in the small repair
that other contractors won’t do!
✔ Only a One Hour Minimum!
✔ Experienced Craftsmen
✔ Licensed, Bonded, Insured

510-531-4300
www.HandymanMatters.com

Dec. 4 & 5:
Bret Harte Fundraiser In Store
Dec. 11 at 2pm:
Colleen Patrick Goudreau
Color Me Vegan

