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Residents Fill D4 Town Hall
TIM CHAPMAN

BY STEPHENIE TESORO

At Mayor Jean Quan and Councilmember Libby Schaaf’s District Four Town Hall meeting, the mayor
received a surprise gift from the newly launched Oakland Young Entrepreneur Project developed at the
Allendale Recreation Center—an original silk-screened canvas bag made by student entrepreneurs
Liliana Herera and Mario Aldrete (center). Recreation Center Director Elena Bermeo is holding the bag.
See Allendale Park News on page 9.

O

n Saturday, May 14th,
City Council District Four
residents turned out in
force at the Town Hall meeting
organized by Mayor Quan’s office. Several hundred residents
filled the auditorium of Bret
Harte Middle School to voice
their concerns about public
safety, youth programs, neighborhood blight, education, city
infrastructure, and most of all,
the city’s looming budget deficit.
The meeting opened with
the school’s concert band performing several musical pieces.
Mayor Quan then welcomed
the attendees and introduced
all the heads of the various city
departments. Departments had
information booths set up in
the auditorium lobby, providing
information about their services
and answering questions from
residents.
Councilmember Libby Schaaf
spoke generally about concerns

specific to District Four, asserting that the only way to solve
our collective issues would be
the “block-by-block, personby-person” approach.
In nine breakout sessions,
residents spoke more intimately
about their priority concerns
with city personnel directly
involved in specific issues.
The sessions included blight/
beautification, economic development, education, health/
wellness/seniors, infrastructure/transportation, parks/r
ecreation centers/libraries,
public safety, youth empowerment, and prevention and
preparedness. When each session returned to the auditorium
to share their top concerns
and top solutions however, the
overarching theme to each was
the city’s mounting deficit. Each
concern could be traced back
to an issue of underfunding.
This point was not lost
on Mayor Quan. After
the breakout sessions, she
continued on page 10

H IGH S TREET N EIGHBORHOOD N EWS
BY ADELLE FOLEY

A

s you drive down High
Street just below
Brookdale Ave., on your
right you’ll see a cream-colored
building with off-red trim shining in the sun. That’s the Discovery Center, where kids get a
hands-on introduction to science. The paint job, floor replacement and vegetation
cleanup was coordinated by Rebuilding Together Oakland,
which brought together about
40 neighbors and other volunteers on April 23 and 30 under
team leaders Garner Takahashi
Morris and Matt Morgan.
According to Rebuilding Together Oakland Executive Director Kym Luqman, the Discovery Center was one of 39
projects under way in Oakland
during April. Rich Bolecek,
founder and Director of the Discovery Center talked enthusiastically about the positive energy
of the people from college age

up who gave up their Saturdays,
and how happy he was with
the new linoleum floors and
the paint job.
Among the volunteers were
Council Member Libby Schaaf
and Council Aide Shereda
Nosakhare and High Street
Coalition founders Preston
Turner, Cheryl Golden, and
Krista Gulbransen. The work
crew raved about the grilled
chicken donated by Mi Pueblo
grocery and the fixings from Island Market. Krista told me that
she saw the kids who attend
the Discovery Center wander
in, curious about every step of
the process. During lunch, they
brought out chairs and instruments and improvised songs
expressing their gratitude for
making their center look better.
Later, they were eager to
pitch in, taking garbage bags to
the street and cleaning up trash,
and by the end of the day they
competed to see who could
“help” the most and wheedle
the most snacks from the lunch
table. Krista concluded that

CHERYL GOLDEN

Renovating the
Discovery Center

The Discovery Center renovation volunteers.
the youngsters “saw that if
adults took the time to take
pride in their center, then they
could too.”

Short Subjects
• Melrose International
Academy was recognized
as the school with the largest

number of volunteers in
Oakland. Not bad for a school
with about 300 students.
Although rich in support, the
school has been hard hit by
budget cuts, and its cupboards
are bare. You can help by
bringing donations of paper
and other school supplies to

the school office at 5328 Brann
Street before the June 16 s
ummer recess.
• This year the annual
Melrose-High Hopes NCPC
block party will be held at the
Melrose Branch Library in
cooperation with the Friends
continued on page 7

Your support helps keep the Metro alive! Become one of the Thousand Friends.
Bells and Whistles, Greacian Goeke, Cheryl Guyer & Martin Kahn, Wendy Jacobsen, Gerry Murphy, Querida Primas,
Nancy Safford, William & Helen Shyvers, Mary Stevens, S.O. Tipton
You, too, can become a friend of the Metro. See page 2.
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Friends of Sausal Creek
BY KIMRA MCAFEE

Befriending
Our Public Lands

BY ANGELA HALLER

A

t the Woodminster Community Meeting on May
10, it was announced
that the abandoned gas station
on the corner of Werner Ct.
and Mountain Blvd. would be
reopening. Some cleanup will
begin soon with hopes of reopening the early part of 2012.
They will be adding diesel to
the fuel menu and will include
a mini-mart. Open hours
will be 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Thanks to all who worked
for many years on this project:
Renee Sykes (Neighborhood
Services Coordinator), Libby
Schaaf (District 4 City Council
Member), Angela Haller
(Woodminster Merchant
Representative), Nate Miley
(Alameda County Supervisor
Board President), Bruce
Stoffmacher (Community
Liaison & Policy Analyst for
Libby Schaaf), Richard Cowan
(Special Assistant to Mayor
Quan), and most of all,
thanks to the Woodminster
community for being patient.

PUBLIC AGENCIES

The Montclair Village
Hardware, which had been a
part of the Montclair business
district since 1948, has relocated to Woodminster. Owner
Erik Hoffmann is pleased to
announce that they are open
for business Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., and Sunday 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Come by to visit.
A group of District 4
neighbors got together for
a Radar Training Class put together by Libby Schaaf’s staff
and Officer Dan Tirapelli at
the Eastmont Station. With the
help of our Problem Solving
Officers James Belote and Officer Mannie Madlansacay, we
were able to implement a citizens’ “Radar Sting.” Amazing
to see how many cars sped
through the Dimond District
and the Joaquin Miller areas.
If you were caught speeding
by this neighborhood group
of Dimond and Woodminster
neighbors, you may receive
a letter asking you to slow
down. Thanks to all who
helped in this process.
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need to first collaborate to create
a master plan that includes both
public education and restoration
projects.
These public lands are ours,
and the therapy they provide
is free. As one of FOSC’s board
members recently said, “You
aren’t just clearing weeds. You
are clearing your mind.”

Art Director
Andreas Jones

On behalf of the public
lands, thank you, volunteers!
—————————————
Kimra McAfee is Executive
Director of the Friends of Sausal
Creek and can be reached at
coordinator@sausalcreek.org or
(510) 501-3672. To find out more
about the organization, please
visit www.sausalcreek.org.
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This year the Friends of Sausal
Creek (FOSC) celebrates our
fifteenth year of watershed stewardship and our tenth year of
running a native plant nursery to
support our restoration projects.
We lead over 2,000 volunteers a
year in over 6,000 hours of volunteer work, and all of this takes
place on City of Oakland public
lands. Volunteer efforts on public
lands seem to be increasingly
highlighted in the news—the
need is indeed great, and more
and more members of the community are taking on the responsibility of tending public spaces,
from small stretches of median
to wide swaths of shoreline.
While FOSC has much to
learn from other creek groups
and nonprofit organizations,
we also feel capable of helping
fledgling groups, based on our
years of experience. Many of
the restoration sites in the Sausal
Creek Watershed were born out
of a few neighbors taking the initiative and encouraging other
neighbors to come lend a hand—
places like Beaconsfield Canyon
Open Space, Marj Saunders
Park, Shepherd Canyon Park,
and WD Wood Park.
In the last few years, there are
some new “Friends of” organizations in the Sausal Creek Watershed. While Mayor Jean Quan
served as councilwoman, her
Policy Analyst Sue Piper played
a large part in helping both the

Friends of Joaquin Miller Park
and the Friends of Montclair
Railroad Trail build momentum.
Like FOSC, these “Friends of”
organizations depend on volunteers to move from mission statements to on-the-ground action.
The Friends of
Montclair Railroad Trail
(www.montclairrrtrail.org) is a
community-based group of trail
users, neighbors, and supporters
who value the historic trail that
runs from behind McCaulou’s
in Montclair Village to Shepherd
Canyon. They wish to create a
lasting natural legacy for future
generations to enjoy. They hold
Trail Maintenance Days on the
third Saturday of every month.
Several members of the group
assist with plant propagation at
FOSC’s native plant nursery,
and FOSC assists their group
by providing both native plant
advice as well as plants.
In May, the Friends of
Joaquin Miller Park
(www.oaklandnet.com/
JoaquinMillerPark) held their
second annual meeting at the
Horseshoe Picnic Area near
Sequoia Arena in Joaquin Miller
Park. FOSC is one of the many
park user groups and surrounding neighborhood associations
who attend the bimonthly
meetings, striving to maintain,
enhance, and preserve the wild
and natural character of Joaquin
Miller Park. To achieve the
group’s goal of creating a natural
lasting legacy for future generations, all stakeholders must work
together; the fragile redwood understory can be restored, but we

HOT NUMBERS
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Friends of Joaquin Miller Park (FOJMP) Chair Judi Bank speaks to members at the group's second annual meeting on May 21 at Horseshoe
Picnic Area near Sequoia Arena. The meeting site is adjacent to the Fern Ravine wetlands and the redwood grove where FOJMP and Friends
of Sausal Creek (FOSC) have been collaborating on habitat restoration and partnering to encourage all park users to stay on trails.

How to Reach
the Metro

To contribute by credit card, go to www.macarthurmetro.org. Click on Network for Good.

Editor:
metroreaders@ earthlink.net
Community Calendar:
marilynmetro@aol.com or
(510) 531-9233
Classified or Display ads:
metroadvertising@yahoo.com
or (510) 287-2655
or mail to:
MacArthur Metro, P.O. Box
19046, Oakland, CA 94619
Letters may be edited for length
or clarity. Please include name,
address and phone number. We
do not print anonymous letters.
No email, no stamps?
Leave a message on voice
mail (510) 287-2655.

A special thanks to all
residents, associations, and
merchants for their support.
Also, a special thanks to all
volunteer writers, artists,
photographers, and distributors.
Printing by Wesco Graphics, Inc.,
Tracy, California, (209) 832-1000.
Opinions expressed in the MacArthur
Metro are those of the contributors
and do not necessarily reflect the
views held by the publication.
©2011 by the MacArthur Metro,
P.O. Box 19046, Oakland, CA 94619
www.macarthurmetro.org
(510) 287-2655
KDIWTMLTYAHIAWO

We welcome your
news and ads;
deadline the 15th.
Publication in the
first week of each
month except
January and July.

3
June & July 2011

Leona Heights
Neighborhood News

CARRIE CAMPBELL

Dimond Neighborhood News
BY CARRIE CAMPBELL

BY GORDON LAVERTY
LARRY LAVERTY

T

AND

Leslie Ann Jones—
Our Diamond
in the Dimond

COURTESY PAT PATTERSON

hose tornadoes in the
South and Midwest we
watched on the news
last month reminded me
of that wonderful movie
The Wizard of Oz. In it, you’ll
recall the touching speech
made by Frank Morgan as
the Wizard in which he
points out to the Scarecrow,
the Tin Man, and the Cowardly Lion the things that
each should be thankful for.
We’re all busy folks in
this neighborhood, with
work and full social schedules, and so our days come
and go quickly as the years
roll by. It often escapes us
to show gratitude to our
neighbors for being there in
times of need or simply just
providing that good feeling
that we get in knowing that
they’re there. My wife had
a fall recently and broke her
collar bone. If it weren’t for
the assistance of neighbors
Richard Jung and his wife
Mimi, along with the notice
by Judy Glick, we’d have
really been in a pickle.
In the spirit of recognizing others, this newspaper,
the MacArthur Metro, with
its success, proves that despite our dependence on
computers and other high
tech sources of information,
newspapers continue to be
a valued part of our society.

You’ll recall that on the front
page of the last edition of
the Metro, the remarkable
Toni Locke was recognized
for, among many other great
achievements, being instrumental in the long-term
success of this newspaper.
In the spirit of Thanksgiving six months early, my
wife, Margie Laverty is also
worth recognizing for the
many years she contributed
articles about gardening,
as is Paulette Avery who
for countless years has given
us articles about health.
In our Leona Heights
neighborhood, I also want
to recognize Stan Shepard,
Lyn Ignatowski, and Julie
Williamson, who with me
and my family year after
year distribute the Metro
to your doors each month.
In addition to noting the
service the Metro provides,
I want to also recognize
doer-of-good-deeds Paul
Siple again for his incredible
dedication to keeping our
streets clean.
On and on I could go,
but I’ll just suggest that
the next time you think
about them, let your neighbors know in one fashion
or another that you’re grateful that they’re there. We’re
all in this together, these
lives of ours, so here’s to
the wonderful spirit that
exists in our neighborhood,
Leona Heights.

Leslie Ann Jones is a diamond in the Dimond. Not
only did she help “Save Our
Dimond Post Office” and
keep it from closing, but this
year Leslie won a GRAMMY
award for her work as a professional recording engineer.
The coveted GRAMMY
award is given by the
National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences
for outstanding achievement
in the recording industry.
Leslie’s GRAMMY award
is for the category “Best
Engineered Album, Classical” for the recording Quincy
Porter: Complete Viola
Works performed by
Eliesha Nelson and John
McLaughlin Williams.
Leslie was born in Los
Angeles to a family of musicians. Her father was Spike
Jones, the bandleader, and
her mother, Helen Grayco,
a band singer. In family
tradition, Leslie played guitar in a local band. “When
the band broke up, I inherited the sound system. It
was then I began providing
the microphones and sound
system for other bands.
That’s how I got started in
sound and engineering.”
Leslie worked for a recording studio in LA before
moving to San Francisco,
where she worked for a
studio recording famous
bands such as Santana and
the Grateful Dead. Leslie’s
first major film accomplishment was engineering the
soundtrack for Apocalypse
Now. It was the first of
many award-winning films
including Good Night and
Good Luck.
Leslie Ann moved to
the Dimond in 1980. As her

Leslie Ann Jones with her GRAMMY Award for “Best Engineered
Album, Classical.”
career advanced, she relocated to Los Angeles to work
at Capitol Studios in the
iconic Capitol Records
building. She returned to
the Dimond in 1997.
Leslie is currently the
Director of Music and Scoring for Skywalker Sound
in Marin. She records and
engineers music for movies,
commercials, video games,
and records. “I only record
music—I don’t do horse
hooves, breaking glass,
or other sound effects.”
About winning, I asked,
“Did they call you in the
middle of the night like they
do for the Nobel Prize?”
No, you must attend the ceremony. Leslie flew to Los
Angeles to attend the pretelecast awards ceremony of
the 53rd Annual GRAMMY
Awards at the L.A. Convention Center. There she heard
her name announced—she
won! Leslie Ann Jones is one
of two women to ever win
for sound engineering, and
her team for this recording
included the only two

women to win a GRAMMY
in the Classical category.
After her gracious acceptance speech, Leslie turned
immediately to working at
the house sound position at
Staples Center to produce
the audio heard in the house
during the live GRAMMY
Awards televised that same
night. Not one to rest, Leslie
has multitasking down
to the level of an extreme
sport—she is also on the
Academy’s Television
Committee.
I asked Leslie if during
a lifetime of music she had
a favorite genre of music.
She replied, “Let me answer
that question the way I answer when someone asks
me what kind of wine I like.
I like anything that’s good.”
So, please, raise your
glass to our GRAMMY
award-winning neighbor
and Dimond supporter,
Leslie Ann Jones, our
diamond in the Dimond.
—————————————
Email comments to
CarrieLCampbell@hotmail.com

ZHI DAO GUAN

THE TAOIST CENTER
Dr. Alex Feng LAc, PhD, OMD

Dr. Alex Feng LAc, PhD, OMD brings healing,
physical exercise and spirituality together at The Taoist
Center to promote health and longevity. Holder of the
Zhi Dao lineage from his Daoist ancestors, Dr. Feng is
a leading Integrative Medicine practitioner.

THE TAOIST CENTER OFFERS:
Class schedules at www.thetaoistcenter.com
• Traditional Chinese Medicine (acupuncture, acupressure, tui na, herbs)
with Dr. Feng • Feng Shui reading of the home or business
• Classes in Tai Ji, Broad Sword, Medical and Martial Arts Qi Gong,
Ba Gua, Gong F, and Wu Shu for children
• Tai Ji , meditation, and Qi Gong instructional DVDs by Dr. Feng
• Asian Bodywork • Yoga, Feldenkrais, Yamuna Body Rolling,
Bone & Joint, and T’ai Chi Chih classes
• Unique natural herbal tea collections prepared by Dr. Feng

Metro photographer and writer Pat Patterson at the National Press
Club, where she recently received an award from PRNews Online
for her communications work at Kaiser Permanente.

TAOISM CLASS and MEDITATION: last Friday of
each month at 7pm—FREE and OPEN to the PUBLIC

Photo by Nick Lostracco

3824 MacArthur Boulevard, Oakland
510-336-0129 www.thetaoistcenter.com

FREE
ACE
Snapblade
with
Locking
Blade

Sku #27869. With this coupon.
Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid
with any other offer. Coupon expires 7/31/11.

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
Open M-F 8-8, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-4

4
June & July 2011

Maxwell Park News
BY

Orchids to Carl Munck
Elementary School, Sequoia
Elementary School, American
Indian Public Charter School
(AIPCS), and AIPCSII. These
four OUSD schools in the Metro
area are among 209 California
schools selected for the 2010-11
Title I Academic Achievement
Award. State Superintendent
of Public Instruction Tom
Torlakson said “These schools
have demonstrated exceptional
commitment to the education
of their students . . . .” You can
read more at www.cde.ca.gov/
ta/sr/aa/index.asp.
Orchids for Don Denson
and High Hat Dry Cleaners
for not only excellent professional care of clothes, but for
being extremely friendly, helpful and proactive in serving
their customers
Readers, the Metro is looking
for a coordinator for this column, someone to be the new
“Chrido Ononi.” If you are interested, email metroreaders@
earthlink.net. Put O&O in
the subject line.
Meanwhile, if you are missing Onions & Orchids, check out
Councilmember Libby Schaaf’s
weekly newsletter. If you
aren’t on her mailing list, email
libbyforoakland@gmail.com.
You can find citywide Orchids
on Mayor Quan’s newsletter,
too.

Past Issues of the Metro
with a searchable
database available
online at
macarthurmetro.org

O

n May 12, 2011,
Oakland Unified
School District honored Melrose Leadership
Academy for outstanding
volunteer service. OUSD acknowledged the Maxwell
Park neighborhood school’s
parent group, Unidos Y
Adelante, and more than
50 individuals. After MLA
parents learned of the recognition, some began calling Melrose, “The School
of Volunteers.”
UYA was one of two
organizations to be named
Organization of the Year
at OUSD’s Volunteer Recognition Event. According
to the event program, UYA
helped “organize Saturday
workdays and helped to
coordinate the New Parent
Orientation Night. Unidos
Y Adelante has been a valuable partner to the school,
helping to organize parents
and the community to meet
the identified needs of the
school, using the school
vision to guide decisions.”
Besides honoring the

MLA parent-teacher group
with the Organization of the
Year Award, OUSD’s Family
and Community Office honored many individual MLA
parents for volunteering at
least 40 hours. At the awards
ceremony, Mr. Adrian Kirk,
the Director of Family &
Community acknowledged
Melrose Leadership Academy for having more
volunteers recognized than
any other school in OUSD.
The Maxwell Park neighborhood school has a kindergarten and first-grade Spanish bilingual dual-immersion
program, which will continue
to add a grade until the entire
school becomes a K-8 bilingual program. MLA also has
6-8 grade students. Some of
the events during the last
month of this school year include MLA’s first dance-athon (May 21), Classroom
Expos (June 2), Auditorium
Expo for kindergarten and
first-grade students only
(June 8), and Auditorium
Expo for grades 6-8 (June 9).
In full disclosure, this
writer is a parent of an MLA
student.

R.N., M.S.N.,
I.B.C.L.C.

To Your Health

I

ROCIO CAMACHO

BY CHRIDO ONONI

BRYAN FARLEY

Paulette
Avery,

Clancy Drake, Co-Chair of Melrose Leadership Academy’s Unidos Y
Adelante, and Gary Yee, President of the OUSD School Board,
attended the OUSD Volunteer Recognition Event.

have never given much
thought to the health hazards presented by household
cleaning products, but for
many people with chemical
sensitivities it is essential to do
so. The rest of us also can benefit by knowing more about the
chemicals we store and use in
our homes and the ill effects
they may have on our health.
Thanks to my husband Ron for
suggesting this topic.
For many years there has
been growing awareness and
concern about the effects of
pesticides, cleaning products,
and other common household
products on the environment.
Remember all the colored toilet
paper and facial tissue? When
the effects on the environment
of the dyes used to produce
them became common knowledge, they disappeared from
stores and now are rarely seen.
More recently, similar concerns
have arisen about indoor air
quality and the effects on our
health of many of the products
used in our homes.
According to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), the term VOC refers
to volatile organic compounds.
These compounds emit gases,
solids, or liquids “which may
have short- and long-term adverse health effects.” Paints
and varnishes, pesticides,
household cleaning products,
and even some furniture are
among the products in our
homes that emit VOCs.
A study done by the EPA
in 1985 found that the levels
of air pollutants indoors were
two to five times higher than
outside. Since then, thousands
more products have been
developed and sold that may
be making our indoor air
even less healthful now.

Household
Health
Hazards
The next time you use dish
detergent, toilet cleaner, or any
other common cleaning product, look at the label. I bet
you will find words such as
caution, warning, or danger. I
learned the meanings of these
terms from the Web site
www.healthycleaning.com.
Each term refers to the effects
on a 180-pound adult male
when the product is swallowed,
inhaled, or absorbed through
the skin.
Caution refers to a product
that may be fatal or harmful
in the amount of one ounce to
a pint. When a teaspoon to an
ounce may be fatal or harmful,
the label reads warning. For
products that are harmful or
fatal from just a taste to a teaspoon, the label reads danger.
The adverse effects on women
and children would occur at
even lower levels of exposure.
And unfortunately, these
products can contribute to
unhealthy air by emitting
VOCs even when they are
stored in a cupboard or closet
Awareness is the first step.
Information about safer products is available on the Web site
I mentioned above and at many
other sources on the Internet.
I plan to start reading labels
on the products I buy and move
toward purchasing and using
products that are better for me,
my family, and the Earth, and
to safely dispose of any hazardous products currently in our
home. When more and more
of us take these steps, we will
be sending a message to the
bigger manufacturers to provide us with safer products.
—————————————
Paulette Avery is a registered
nurse, lactation consultant, and a
freelance writer who specializes in
health issues.

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

Saint Elizabeth High School A Diocesan Coeducational High School
Committed to:
• Building self-esteem
• Proclaiming and living the Gospel message
• Preparing students for college

—

MA
—
R K ET P L AC E

Enroll Now!

•FRESH & ORGANIC

Financial
Assistance is
Available
510-532-8947

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET

PRODUCE

BREADS

•FINE FOOD DELICACIES
Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
1530 34th Avenue
Oakland 94601-3024
www.stliz-hs.org

Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm
Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178

35th & MacArthur
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Art Beat
BY PAT PATTERSON

Local Vintage Signage
as Art—Have You
Spotted Them?
With Pro Arts Open Studios
almost here, many local artists
are scurrying about, preparing
their work and spaces (see last
section). Rather than interviewing busy artists, I decided
to take a quiet stroll down
MacArthur Boulevard and
points nearby to check out
our artistic hardscape. I love
the lively murals on many
corners and other places we
featured in earlier Metro issues.
Something else popped up
on my radar.
I suddenly focused on store
signage—yes signage—as art.
I zeroed in on the big old signs
that dated back to the ‘50s, or
earlier. It gave me an idea to
do a strolling inventory on

MacArthur to see how many
“vintage” signs I could count.
I began at one end, near Mills,
viewing the Sage Motel and the
funky crop of motel signs, then
passed High Street, checking
the High Street Pharmacy sign,
the infamous quarter-pounder,
the tallest, with its bulky,
chunky parts announcing
“Pies” and “Shakes,” then on
to the Laurel Lounge, with
its multipart sign. The visual
study had me staring at 35th
and MacArthur, at the “Glen’s
Burgers” sign, the epitome of
metal, design, color, shapes,
and a special arrow that points
to the lower sign featuring
“Parking” in back. The list
went on and on.
MacArthur was quite the
boulevard back in the day, as
we’ve heard from various historians. It was the street to take
to get through town, before 580
and 880, and these signs led
folks to bustling, thriving businesses. What’s great is that the
signs, although faded, have

been kept on the street and give
it some of its character. They
are part of the art in this area,
of what makes our area a cool
place to live, work, eat, play,
and do business.
Each sign carries history
about the original owners and
times, about which we hope to
learn more. I plan to check out
the public library, history section, but also check in with
people like Fred Dozier, owner,
Full House Café, who provided
me insight during an interview I
had with him earlier on the restaurant and early MacArthur.
With that tie, I’ve created
a montage of some of the many
vintage signs in the Metro area
that have some funky, cool,
and nostalgic ambiance to them.
Your task: Take a stroll or just
drive by and check them out.
Look for the neon-light treatments, the blocky architecture,
and then imagine what the
people must have been like
during those times. Which
are your favorites? Enjoy!

Pro Arts Open Studios—
Bountiful with Metro Artists
Pro Arts Open Studios begins
June 2 with the colorful, diverse
Artists’ Reception at 150 Ogawa
Plaza Gallery, 7 to 9 p.m.
Twenty-two of the 400 registered artists are from the Metro
area. They will present all art
forms, and are from across the
Oakland/East Bay, which is
truly one of the largest and most
vibrant arts communities in
the nation. My list below shows
the many Metro artists from the
Dimond, Laurel and Maxwell
Park areas (sorry if your name
was omitted). For locations
in and outside our area, see
directory of 400 artists at
www.proarts.org.
Several Maxwell Park artists
will exhibit in a group show,
with 43 local artists at Jack
London Square in the Pavilion
Building (formerly Barnes &
Noble). Check out our Web site
for more detailed information:
artrospection.com/jls.
Artists Reception: June 2,

7 to 9 p.m.
Open Studios: Sat/Sun
June 4 & 5, June 11 & 12th,
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Metro area exhibiting
artists include:
Traci Boya
Andrea Ciak
Darren Cockrell
Zeze Cole
Peter Gee
Abby King-Kaiser
Sherry Kwint-Cattoche
Richard Leon
Matthias Leue
Amanda Lockwood
Barbra McNair
Margit McPhillips
Gabriella Nunez
Phyllis Pacin
Jacqueline Palacious
Pat Patterson
Irene Perez
Patricia Rodrieguez
Lisa Twomey
Leah Virsik
Angie Wilson
Suzanne Yee
—————————————
You can reach Pat Patterson
at pmacp@aol.com.
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Redwood Heights Neighborhood News
BY BREHT CLARK, CLAUDIA GOODMANHOUGH & PAM CONSEAR

Movies in the Park
at the Redwood Heights
Recreation Center

The Redwood Heights
Community Picnic

The New Mural at RHS
On the April 16th Earth Day
community workday, we began phase two of the mosaic
mural at Redwood Heights
School. Over 80 people came
by and helped that day, ages
2 to 80, and from the Redwood Heights community
and beyond. Thank you to

The RH community picnic
was held on April 30, 2011.
It was sponsored by Redwood
Heights Elementary School,
Recreation Center, and
Neighborhood Association.
For more information
about events, activities, and
topics in the neighborhood,
join the Redwood Heights
Yahoo E-Mail Group. It’s a
great way to talk with neighbors, learn about issues, or
to get a recommendation for
a gardener or restaurant.
The RH Yahoo Group, is
an online forum or bulletin
board for people to interact
and connect with each other.
You can post a question or a
comment, which can be read
by any other member of the
group. Members can reply to
you in private or by posting
to the board. Although the
RHNA envisions that the
message function will be
the primary benefit, there
are also other functions,
such as a photo album and a
community calendar, which
may be used in the future.
To join, please type
in the following:
groups.yahoo.com/group/
RedwoodHeights and click
“Join This Group” on the
upper right-hand side of the
page. You will need to sign
up for a Yahoo ID, if you
don’t have one already. If
you are having trouble
joining, please email
RedwoodHeights-owner @
yahoogroups.com, and an
invitation to join will be sent
to you. See you online.

An advisor helps Tyrone Carr research his ancestors.

The Young Discover Genealogy
BY MADELINE SMITH MOORE

A

bout thirty teenagers
from the East Bay’s
at-risk population are
searching genealogical records
to find their roots. These avid
young budding genealogists,
signed up from Berkeley
Technology Academy, Beyond
Emancipation (for young
people being aged out of
foster care), and McClymonds
High School.
With the assistance of the
African American Genealogical Society of Northern California (AAGSNC) and the staff
of the Family History Center
at the Mormon Temple, the
students nurture self-worth in
discovering the existence of
long-ago relatives who played
a part in these students’
development and also in the
growth of the United States.
Who am I and why? How
did I end up here? Who came
before me, and what does this
mean? It is hoped that these
questions will be at least partially answered by an ancestor
search. This project was the
baby of Alameda Supervisor
Keith Carson, who learned
about the AAGSNC from an
article in the MacArthur Metro.
A recent visit to the Family
History Center to experience

firsthand what these youngsters are doing and what it
means to them was profound.
Nicka Smith of the AAGSNC
opened the session with a
clear and lively lesson to get
the youngsters started. She
cited many useful Web sites,
some free, which would
supply information. Nicka’s
encouragement and her own
excitement clearly affected
the teenagers. Their happy
amazement when the name
of a direct ancestor appears
on the computer screen before
them proves the worth of this
project. And these teenagers
are diligent.
Another positive offshoot
of this experience is to teach
the students the process of
research which, with patience,
produces fruitful results. This
is a valuable tool in their development.
Begun in February, this
project will culminate at an
event on Saturday, June 4,
showcasing the stories, pictures and video interviews
collected by the youth. For
more information about the
project, and details on the
June 4 event, please visit
www.keithcarson.org or
call (510) 272-6695. For
more on the AAGSNC, see
the December 2010 Metro,
www.macarthurmetro.org.

RANDY FENTON

COURTESY CLAUDIA GOODMAN-HOUGH

Save the dates: It’s time for
our 2011 Movies in the Park
at the Redwood Heights
Recreation Center. See the
April 2011 Metro for the
list of movies on selected
Friday nights from now
until October 7.
Meanwhile, thank you to
everyone who attended last
year’s activities and movies.
A big thank you goes to
the Redwood Heights Neighborhood Association, too,
for their generous donation
again this year, for the licensing fee that allows us to
show the movies.
All movies begin at dusk.
Please note that start time
changes, as the days get
longer in the summer. We
plan to start the movie once
it gets dark enough to see it
on the screen.
Be sure to dress warmly,

the anonymous donor who
stopped by the school with his
generous contribution. Thank
you to Heath Tile of Sausalito
for their generous donation
of beautiful tile. Thank you
to all who have helped break
and set tile on the mural.
There will be more workdays
coming up, so if you haven’t
been able to help yet, you will
have another chance soon.

and bring a lawn chair or
blanket because the grass
starts to gets little damp in
the evening. We will have
mosquito spray, but you may
want to bring some as well.
From 6:45 to 8:45, we will
sell a hot dog, a drink, and
chips for $4. We do need to
charge for popcorn and hot
chocolate this year ($0.50
each). All of the money goes
towards our scholarship fund
for summer day camp and
after-school Rockets program. If you have any questions or have a suggestion for
a future movie, please contact
the Redwood Heights Recreation Center at 482-7827.
www.macarthurmetro.org/
201104/redwood/4002.

The mural project at Redwood Heights School.

A great day for a picnic—The Redwood Heights Community picnic, April 30.
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The Metro Gets Around

Clockwise from top left: Russell Yee shares news
from the Spanish territories with the future First
Family: George and Martha Washington, and
her children, John and Patsy, at Mount Vernon
(photo by Erica Yee); the Metro took a trip to
Nuevo Vallarta, Mexico with Vince and Betsy
Sarubbi (photo courtesy Cynthia E. Sarubbi);
Jan Hetherington holds the Metro in which she is
pictured (photo by Bryan Farley); Pat Patterson
holds a copy of the Metro at the Capital, Washington, DC. (photo courtesy Pat Patterson); Geri
Fijal with Metro at Walt Disney Concert Hall, L.A.
(photo by Harimc); Dimond resident Greacian
Goeke with Metro in Kalenice Market, Belgrade,
Serbia (photo by Judith Goeke).

High Street News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of Melrose Library. Join in the
fun on Saturday, July 23, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• The Courtland Creek Park
mural project has hired six
youth and a youth coordinator.
During Earth Day volunteers
trimmed the ivy on the main
mural wall and provided
feedback about the history of
the park, natural features, and
hopes for the future. Check the
community board at Brookdale
Rec Center for updates.
• Sign up for a Summer of

Fun at the Melrose Branch Library. Read for eight hours
from June 28 to August 6 and
you can be eligible to win a
book or other prizes. Stop in
at the branch, at Foothill Blvd.
and 48th Ave., or call 535-5623
for information on summer
reading and Wednesday
afternoon special events.

I read this haiku at the ceremony
honoring Editor Emeritus Toni
Locke as Oakland’s Mother of
the Year.
Like a mother hen
She marshaled her chicks, and put
The paper to bed
—————————————
Adelle Foley can be reached at
jandafoley@sbcglobal.net.

PROJECT
HOME
making life a little easier CHAMP

Another
Woman
Owned
Business

Providing Home Maintenance • Planning for large and small projects

510-326-6982 www.homeprojectchamp.com

Let’s Have Lunch Together...
Lunch is now being served at the Lincoln
Court Center, 2400 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at noon
For adults 60+
Please call two days
ahead to make
reservations:
(510) 336-0100
$2.75 donation
requested
Delicious gourmet
freshly cooked
with the tastiest
ingredients
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Laurel Neighborhood News
BY RENAIS WINTER

Caltrans vs. the
Writing on the Wall

RENAIS WINTER

It started out innocently
enough. A great idea, recycled materials, a vacant,
neglected plot of land, a
few energetic volunteers and
violà, an art garden was born.
Volunteers from the Laurel
Village Association and,
more recently, the Laurel
Gardeners Group have been
cleaning, weeding and planting in this small space near
the westbound 580 onramp at

35th Ave. for over six years.
During daffodil planting
in the fall of 2010, the art part
of the garden blossomed.
Jo-Ann Maggiora-Donivan,
President of the Laurel
Village Association and human Energizer Bunny,
brought found hubcaps to
paint and place on the chainlink fence on the border of
the garden, much to the delight of neighbors and motorists. In November of 2010, the
city approved the LVA application to adopt the space.
Sometime at the beginning of this year, Caltrans

RENAIS WINTER

Hubcap Art on the new display panels.

Tall dry weeds on the Caltrans side of the fence now obscure the
pristine view from the onramp.

became aware of the hubcap
art and delivered a cease and
desist order to the City of
Oakland to remove the hubcap art from the wall. Libby
Schaaf, Council Member for
District 4, notified MaggioraDonivan and also contacted
Steven Huss, Oakland’s
Cultural Arts Manager, and
together they attempted to
mediate with Caltrans about
the wall of art. Schaaf’s office
set up a meeting at the garden. Caltrans was invited to
the meeting but declined to
participate. The LVA reps,
Stella Lamb, one of the original forces behind the garden,
and Maggiora-Donivan
agreed to submit the tenpage application provided
at the meeting to try to
keep the hubcaps in place.
Later that day, Huss got
an email from David Eng, his
contact at Caltrans. Eng said
he “had been circulating the
hubcap art around the office
for opinions” and that there
was a concern that the unpainted backs of the hubcaps
would “give the appearance
of a . . . scrap yard along the
fence” to motorists entering
the westbound 580 onramp.
(See photo.) Huss felt, from
his communications with
Eng, that Caltrans was already inclined to reject the
application, and he encouraged the LVA to find an alternative way to hang the art.
Using LVA funds and donations from supporters of the
project, John Donivan (husband of Maggiora-Donivan)
designed and built redwood
panels that he and volunteers
installed at the garden on
Earth Day (see photo).
What started out as adversity
ended up being a blessing
in disguise because the hubcap art shows much better
on the new panels.
As to the fence, tall dry
weeds on the Caltrans side
of the fence now obscure

ver
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Family owned since 1933.

Your Natural Food Marketplace

Fridays
Afro Pop
Night,
9pm-2am

For Your Healthy Life Style!
✓ ORGANIC PRODUCE
✓ NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT
ON DUTY

✓ WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY
✓ HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,
SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS

“Come on Down”
Redwood Exit

Hwy 13

Hwy 580

High St

580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

35th Ave

Fruitvale Ave

3033 MacArthur Blvd

3033 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland • 482-3848
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

580 East to
35th Ave
Exit

Mon-Fri 8:30am - 8:30pm
Sat-Sun 8:30am - 7:30pm

FREE PARKING

Tues.-Wed. 4-8:30pm Thurs. 12:30-9pm
Fri.-Sat. 12:30-10pm Sun. 1-9pm

Gordon Laverty (left) accepts special recognition from OHA president, Dea Bacchetti (right), at the Oakland Heritage Alliance 2011
Partners In Preservation Awards ceremony.

Oakland Heritage Alliance
Recognizes Gordon Laverty
BY LARRY LAVERTY

O

akland is much more
than meets the eye.
Among the many
treasures that Oakland can
be proud of are the Oakland
Heritage Alliance and Gordon
Laverty. Since 1980, Oakland
Heritage Alliance (OHA) has
been a successful nonprofit
organization that actively
works to protect, preserve,
and revitalize our city’s rich
architectural, cultural, and
natural heritage.
On May 12, 2011, at the
Chapel of the Chimes on Piedmont Avenue, OHA held its
annual Partners In Preservation

the pristine view from the
onramp. Some have raised
concerns that the weeds
present a fire hazard if a passing motorist tosses a cigarette
out the window. A final note
of humor—the survey maps of
the site leave some question as
to whether the fence is in fact
on Caltrans’ or on City of

Awards. OHA President Dea
Bacchetti along with notable
Oakland resident and OHA
member Dennis Evanosky, presented Gordon with a special
award for education. Gordon
received the honor for the years
he’s spent speaking about and
writing about the remarkable
history of our city, Oakland.
Among the fine things
that OHA does are the walking
tours of various parts of
Oakland. For photos from
the Partners in Preservation
awards, more information
about OHA and other activities,
please visit the Oakland
Heritage Alliance Web site,
www.oaklandheritage.org.

Oakland’s property. To contact Caltrans: (510) 614-5942
or www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
maint/msrsubmit

Music in the Laurel,
Saturday, June 25
Free music all day. Go to
Laurelvillage.org for more
information.
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Allendale Neighborhood News
BY CHERYL GOLDEN

FOR SALE

RENTALS

Oakland Fiber & Textile Festival.
Sunday, July 10th, from 10am
to 6pm. Splash Pad Park by
Grand Lake Theater. Free and
open to the public. Lots of educational family fun. Make-andtake tables, craft demonstrations
& local vendors.

Mendocino Coast Cottage: Charming
furnished 1BR plus living room sofa
bed. Fireplace, fully equipped kitchen.
Minimum 3 days, $85/day, $525/
week. cottageorama@gmail.com.

Classes offered in knitting, crocheting, felting, spinning & weaving at
Piedmont Yarn & Apparel, 4171
Piedmont Avenue. 510-595-9595.
www.piedmontyarn.com. We also
mend knitted wear.
Bass lessons with Vince Lucchesi.
Learn to play 4 - 6 string Bass. Any
Song, all Genres, all ages. Build
technique and confidence.
Signofthesun@gmail.com or (510)
712-5375.
Drum lessons with Patty DeVea.
Specializing in teaching kids
and encouraging women. Very
supportive teacher with over
20 years experience. Learn drum
set coordination, reading, technique.
All styles. (510) 532-8320 or
pdevea@gmail.com.

Handywoman Services. Minor home
repair, accessibility modifications,
light hauling, and gardening. Specializing in service to seniors. No
job too small. Laurel resident for
over 18 years. Ruth Ann Crawford
530-7459.
Beautician/Stylist in Laurel District with
Mobile Services! Elite Beauty offers
fabulous hair styles, blowouts, flat
irons, specialty Goddess Extensions/
Cold Fusion (no damage) Extensions
and Custom Clip-Ins. Beautifully flawless makeup/airbrush application!
Also available for MakeUp Lessons,
Photo Shoots, Graduation, Fashion
Shows, etc., or just a night out on the
town. Call or email for appointments/
consultations. Ashanti (510) 9180037; acrawford321@gmail.com.

Turf Dancing Unites Youth,
Neighborhoods
With three competitions under

Student entrepreneurs Liliana Herera and Mario Aldrete.
their belts, the remaining participants in the “Turfin 24/7
Dance Tournament for Youth”
at Oakland’s Allendale Recreation Center are eyeing the
prize. The final two competition
dates are Saturdays, June 25
and July 30, from 2 p.m. to 6
p.m., at the Allendale Recreation Center, 3711 Suter Street.
The championships will be held
at the 12th Annual Laurel Street
Fair, Aug. 13, on MacArthur
Boulevard between 35th and
High streets. This unique tournament is sponsored by the
Laurel Business District Association, Allendale Recreation
Center, Urban Shield Security
Company, and Turfin 24/7.

New Gas Station
on High Street

way at 3315 High Street (at
Porter) for a new gas station,
replacing the old one that sat
vacant for years. At the gateway to the Allendale Park and
Maxwell Park neighborhoods,
construction of a new gas
station symbolizes continued
improvements along High
Street. The Allendale Park
Neighborhood Crime Prevention Council worked closely
with the City of Oakland,
Oakland Police Department,
and the property owner over
the past few years to address
various concerns related to
this once blighted property.
Neighbors and motorists alike
will soon have another choice
for where to buy their gas.

Construction is finally under

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Distribution Coordinator. The
MacArthur Metro is looking for a Distribution Coordinator (DC) to join our
volunteer staff. A team of six volunteer
distributors picks up the Metro issues
and distributes to businesses and private homes on seven routes. The DC
coordinates the team, assuring route
coverage. DC also covers a route
when necessary. Approx. four hours
on or about the first of each month.
Email metroreaders@earthlink.net.

CLASSIFIED RATES: Classified ads are $.50 per word. Discounted prices are available
for five- and ten-issue frequencies. Send your copy along with payment to The
MacArthur Metro, PO Box 19046, Oakland, 94619 or email your copy to
metroadvertising@yahoo.com. Deadline for submission and payment is the 15th of the
month. For additional information on discounts or other information contact Krista
Gulbransen at 287-2655, fax 844-9487.

TO
VOLUNTEER

St. Elizabeth Gates Millennium Scholar

for the
MacArthur Metro,
please
email
metroreaders
@earthlink.net

BY CONSTANCE DALTON

Z

ahara Jones, a senior at St.
Elizabeth High School,
has received a 2011 Gates
Millennium Scholarship. This
program, founded by Bill and
Melinda Gates in 1999, selects
1,000 talented minority students
across the country each year to
receive good-through-graduation scholarships. If the students
maintain their academic standing and participate in the GMS
leadership development program, they are also eligible to
receive full funding for graduate school. A major goal of
the program is to increase the

representation of targeted minority groups in areas where
they are severely underrepre0sented, especially the sciences,
math and education.
Asked what advice she
would have for another student
just beginning high school,
Zahara said, “It’s important to
stay focused. Don’t be discouraged. There are a lot of different
things that can throw you off.
Continue to try, even if you’re
not too sure of how it’s going
to turn out. Put forth your
best effort.”
Most of all, Zahara is happy
that the scholarship will relieve
a burden for her mother. “Now,
she doesn’t have to worry.”

Great Gifts for
Dads & Grads!

~
YuGiOh Extreme
Victory,
Hello Kitty &
Graduation Leis!
Tue.- Sat. 12- 6pm
4004 MacArthur Blvd
510-482-5921
Email:
KomodoToyz@aol.com

Toys & Hobbies • Making a difference, just a little bit at a time • La Dolce Vita •

Zahara Jones

• Toys & Hobbies • La Dolce Vita • Making a difference, just a little bit at a time

Saxophone & Piano. Play music
for the joy of it! Have fun learning
jazz, blues, improvisation. Patient,
supportive teacher. Ages 10 &
up. Specialty: Adult beginners. Eva
436-0504.

Storytelling for all ages and occasions. Classes and camps for children and adults. Educational, magical and fun. Professional storyteller
and teacher, Mary Ellen Hill, 6364155, mehstories@netzero.com,
www.mehstories.com.

IAMBER WILSON

Bernice & Joe Playschool. For over
30 years, play-based learning in
our earthquake-retrofitted home-like
center near Mills College. Our parklike quarter-acre setting has pine
and fruit trees, vegetable
garden, redwood playhouse, 20foot sailboat, two-story wooden
rocket ship, outdoor art and block
rooms. Curriculum includes prereading, pre-math enrichment, field
trips, F.I.T. gymnastics, music, and
Spanish teachers. Emphasis put
on socialization, verbalization.
Sibling discount. Vegetarian
lunch provided. Ages 2 to 5
years. License #010314258. Call
(510) 638-3529, or visit us at
www.berniceandjoe-playschool.com
for a brochure.

African-American manicurist,
located in the Laurel District,
specializing in manicures, pedicures
w/paraffin wax treatments, sculptured nails, silk and fiberglass wraps.
Over 20 years experience and
service in this area. Call (510)
482-3229 for appointment.

At Mayor Jean Quan and
Councilmember Libby Schaaf’s
District 4 Town Hall meeting
last month, the mayor received
a surprise gift from the newly
launched Oakland Young Entrepreneur Project developed at
the Allendale Recreation Center. Recreation Center Director
Elena Bermeo, along with two
student entrepreneurs Liliana
Herera and Mario Aldrete,
presented the Mayor with an
original silk-screened canvas
bag they made themselves.
Before being elected mayor,
Quan was the councilmember
who represented the Allendale
Park neighborhood. She provided Pay-Go funds for an
innovative teen program.
Allendale’s Director felt the
best use for the funds would
be an entrepreneur class to
teach youth how to create
positive messaging through
art design; she purchased a silk
screen machine, blank shirts,
and bags. The tote bags, as
well as other custom-designed
T-shirts, can be purchased
through the Oakland Young
Entrepreneur Project. For more
information contact Elena
Bermeo at (510) 535-5635 or
ebermeo@oaklandnet.com.

Making a difference, just a little bit at a time

INSTRUCTION

SERVICES

Oakland Young
Entrepreneur
Project
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Calendar of Community Events
BY MARILYN GREEN, COORDINATOR

The MacArthur Metro calendar welcomes a range of listings. We emphasize
community meetings and actions that address neighborhood concerns as well
as cultural events that enrich our lives. To have your event listed, please contact Marilyn Green no later than the 12th of the preceding month at 5319233 or marilynmetro@aol.com.

June & July 2011
Neighborhood Crime Prevention Councils
Laurel/Redwood/Leona Heights Neighborhood Crime Prevention Council
Meeting: Wednesday June 8, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Redwood Heights Recreation Center, 3883 Aliso Rd.
Maxwell Park Neighborhood Council: Wednesday, June 8 and July 13,
7 to 8:45 p.m., Check our Web site. maxwellparknc.com for location,
or call Jan Hetherington at 534-4978 for more info.
Fruitvale Unity NCPC: Wednesday, June 15 and July 20, 6:30 to 8 p.m.,
San Antonio Senior Center, 3301-E12th Street, Suite 201 (in the Transit
Village) Free Parking at the BART Station. Potluck. Contact: Ana Martinez
@ 535-5689 or AMartinez@oaklandnet.com. Web site:
www.fruivtaleunity.org; e-mail: unity@fruitvaleunity.org
Melrose-High Hopes NCPC: Thursday, June 16, 7 p.m. Check summer
location on line at www.ncpcbeat27x.org
Melrose-High Hopes NCPC annual block party: Saturday, July 23, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Melrose Branch Library, Foothill Blvd. and Fremont Way
(near 48th Ave.)

Dimond Library

3565 Fruitvale Ave. Information: 482-7844. Wheelchair

accessible.

Storytime: Wednesdays, June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, 10:15
a.m. and 11 a.m., 10:15 a.m. for toddlers up to 2 years; 11 a.m. for
ages 3-5 years.
Family Storytimes: Tuesdays, June 7, 14, 21, 29, 7 p.m.
Lawyers in the Library: 1st Tuesday, June 7, July 5, 6 to 8 p.m.; sign-up
for lottery at 5:45 p.m. Free legal information. Please call in advance to
confirm on the day of the program.
Spanish Conversation Group: 1st & 3rd Tuesday, June 7 and 21, July 5
and 19, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Contact: Sarah Hodgson 482-7844,
shodgson@oaklandlibrary.org. Practice your Spanish. Improve your skills
and learn new vocabulary. Participants should be familiar with the basics. Drop-ins welcome.
Book Discussion Group: 1st Tuesday, June 7 and July 5, 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Call the library for current title. New members welcome.
The African American Genealogical Society of Northern California: Saturday, June 18, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Community invited. Topic: Genealogy
Research Trips and Exploring Cemeteries. (No meeting July or August.)

Melrose Library 4805 Foothill Blvd. Information: 535-5623.
Friends of the Melrose Library: Tuesday, May 3, 6 p.m.

Park is located just below I-580 north of Fruitvale Ave. Contact Lisa Lemus
at 534-1480 or lemuswong@aol.com.

District 4

Joaquin Miller Park Fern Ravine (Sequoia Arena) Workdays: Saturdays,
June 18 & July 9, 9 a.m. to noon. Enter Sequoia Arena parking lot off
Skyline Blvd; meet at the lower picnic benches. Help restore the wetlands,
uplands, and redwood understory.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Friends of Sausal Creek Seed Hikes: Fridays, June 24, July 8 & 22, 10
a.m. to noon. Hike scenic watershed trails collecting seed for the Joaquin
Miller Native Plant Nursery.
Beaconsfield Canyon Work Days: Saturdays, June 25 & July 30, 9 a.m.
to noon. Meet at the end of Beaconsfield Place (closest address is 2639),
second street on the right as you go up Chelton from Ascot Dr. Contact
Richard Kauffman at 530-1237 or richard@rkcommunications.com.
Friends of Sausal Creek Member Meeting: Wednesday, July 20, 7 to 9
p.m. Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. All welcome. Contact Kimra
McAfee at 501-3672 or coordinator@sausalcreek.org for agenda and
presentation details.

General Calendar
Register for Environmental Classes at Merritt College: Classes are
ongoing. For specifics, contact www.ecomerritt.org or 510 434-3840.
You can register online at www.peralta.edu. Evening, day, and weekend
classes are available.
Fruitvale Presbyterian Church Senior Center: Wednesdays, June 1, 8, 15,
22, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 2734 MacArthur
Blvd. 530-0915.
Work Day: Saturday, June 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Melrose Leadership
Academy, Brann between 55th Ave. and Morcom.
Mosaic Project: Saturdays, and Sundays, June 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, from
9:15 a.m., Maxwell Park on Fleming between Monticello and High Street.
Lend a hand finishing, grouting, and polishing the mosaic for the rest
room. Saturday, June 25, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Celebrate completion of
the third rest room mosaic, and honor participants in the project.
Refreshments served.
Allendale Summer Camp: June 20 to August 9. Monday to Friday,
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 3711 Suter Ave. Weekly sessions include arts
and crafts, swimming, outdoor games, exploring and more. $60 per
week. Field trip and transportation fee $13. Extended care available.
535-5635.
Holy Names University Information Sessions: Thursday, June 30 and
July 28, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 3500 Mountain Boulevard. Information about
graduate and adult bachelor degree completion programs. RSVP,
510-436-1368 or www.hnu.edu.
Floral Art Show Reception: June 25, 6 to 8 p.m., Creative Framing &
Gallery, 5015 Woodminster Lane. Linda Piazza—Acrylic & Watercolor
Paintings, Loanne Slapar—Photography, Heather Piazza—Acrylic & Oil
Paintings
Second Oakland Fiber & Textile Festival: Sunday, July 10, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., Splash Pad Park, across from Grand Lake Theatre. Fibers and textiles—from raw product to finished garment. Demonstrations, make-andtake-tables, craft and art for sale as well as yarn & fabric. Whole family
event, free, open to the public. oaklandfiberfest.com or 595-9595.

Friends of the Melrose Branch: Tuesday, June 14, 6 p.m.
Storytime: Thursdays, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, July 7, 14, 21, 28, 10:30
a.m. Stories, songs, and fingerplays for children under 3 years old.
Book Discussion Group: 4th Tuesday, June 28, July 26, 5:30 p.m. Call the
library for current title. New members welcome.
Melrose Branch Library Summer Programs. Wednesdays, 2 p.m. Age 3
and up unless otherwise noted.
June 22: Shake It Up—make musical instruments from recycled
materials
June 29: Wildlife Associates—animals from around the world
July 6: Create mosaics
July 13: Bookmaking with Museum of Children’s Art
July 20: Magic with Timothy Jones (for all ages)
July 27: Shake It Up—make musical instruments from recycled
materials

Soon to be open 24/7 at
www.laurelbookstore.com
Check out our events
there too!

www.laurelbookstore.com

Lic. #27997836

Friends of Sausal Creek

New
Installations

Unless otherwise indicated, contact Megan Hess
at 325-9006 or field@sausalcreek.org, or visit www.sausalcreek.org. Minors need
signed waivers to participate in most events. For outdoors, wear sturdy shoes, bring
water, sun protection.

Bridgeview Trailhead Work Day: Saturday, June 4, 9 a.m. to noon. Park
at end of Bridgeview Dr. off Leimert Blvd. Remove invasive plants and
spread mulch.
Joaquin Miller Native Plant Nursery Work Days: Saturdays, June 4 & July
9; Wednesdays, June 29, July 20, & July 27; and Thursday, June 16, all
1:30 to 4:30 p.m.; Saturday, July 16, 9 a.m. to noon. Closest address
3594 Sanborn Rd. Native plant propagation.
Marj Saunders Park Monthly Cleanup: Monday, June 6, 10 a.m. to noon.
Chelton Dr. and Ascot Dr. Activities include litter pickup, graffiti removal,
and removal of invasives. Contact Elaine Geffen at
elaineofpew@sbcglobal.net.
Gardening at Wood Park: Saturdays, June 18 & July 16, 9 a.m. to noon.

presented her budget solutions,
three in total, all with some
sort of sacrifice, namely in
department staffing. The three
budget scenarios are available
on the city Web site.
The Mayor’s preferred budget scenario would include
new revenue generated through
a proposed parcel tax, costing
residents about $80 per year. If
approved by Oakland voters in
a special election, the tax would
generate $11 million in revenue,
which would be funneled into
the city’s general-purpose
fund for everything ranging
from community policing to
preserving parks, libraries,
and recreation facilities.
The specifics of how this
potential revenue would be
distributed and accounted for
were not detailed. The city is
facing a $58 million budget
shortfall, but Mayor Quan was
confident about the potential
benefits of a parcel tax, saying
that Oakland is “an amazing
city with a generous spirit.”
Questions for the Mayor
from the larger audience were
largely rooted in the budget.
Several residents voiced their
frustration with the Oakland
police union’s unwillingness to
contribute a greater percentage
to their pensions like every
other city department. Mayor
Quan acknowledged the pension concerns but asserted
that she would refuse to lay
off more of Oakland’s police
force, even if that means
taking the issue to court.
One thing was clear when
the meeting ended—District
Four residents are not only
willing to turn out in force
to voice their concerns, they
are also willing to get into
the trenches and work out
solutions for a better Oakland.
Find budget information
on www2.oaklandnet.com.
Scroll to the middle of the page
for links to budget proposals
(PDF), presentations, and Spanish language summaries.

Services
Repairs
510.847.4334
We specialize in the small repair that
other contractors won’t do!
✔ Only a One Hour Minimum!
✔ Experienced Craftsmen
✔ Licensed, Bonded, Insured

510-531-4300
www.HandymanMatters.com

www.vrgplumbing.com
vrgplumbing@gmail.com
PO Box 22606,
Oakland, Ca 94609
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MONEY HONEYS
The Metro acknowledges contributions of $50 or more by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey for 10 issues. You keep our paper alive and well.

Sheila D’Amico

$50 up to $150 (continued)

NINA EGERT

$150 and above

PUEBLO is once again
employing youth to harvest
fruit, vegetables, and herbs this
summer. If you have an excess
of produce, call the Urban
Youth Harvest. Gleanings
will be donated to food programs that serve the needy.
Call 535-2525 or go online to
fill out a request for harvest

By the time this issue of
the Metro is on the stands, the
Oakland budget hearings and
the community budget forums
will be over. The first reading
of the budget is scheduled at
City Council on June 7, at 5:30
p.m. The second reading and
anticipated final passage is
scheduled for Tuesday, June
21, also at 5:30. You can find
updates on the city’s Web site
www2.oaklandnet.com.
It was a delight last
month being at the Rose Garden
to celebrate longtime editor
and now, editor emeritus, Toni
Locke. Toni was named Oakland 2011 Mother of the Year
at a ceremony emceed by
Anne Woodell and organized
by Anne and staff from OPR.
Toni received the traditional
bouquet of flowers. Libby
Schaaf presented her with the
official plaque. Sue Piper read

Anne Fox

Andreas Jones

John Frando

Dal & Virginia Sellman

Reuben Goldberg &
Eileen Carlin-Goldberg

Nancy Scott & William A. Ince

Jeffrey & Judy Greenhouse

Libby Schaaf presents Toni Locke with the Oakland 2011 Mother of
the Year plaque.
a proclamation from Jean
Quan—who was in China—
naming Sunday, May 8, 2011,
Eleanor G. “Toni” Locke Day.
The Metro takes its
annual hiatus in June. Next issue is out on August 1. Have
a good June and a glorious
Fourth of July. Hope to see
you at the Laurel Summer
Solstice festival or a block party
in one of the neighborhoods.
Meanwhile, if you are waiting for a return email or other
contact from the Metro, please
email or call again. In a recent
burglary, computers were stolen. One had saved messages
to be returned, and we haven’t
been able to retrieve the contact
information. Apologies for the
inconvenience.
When we return from
our brief hiatus, we’ll be taking
a look at food in the Metro
neighborhoods. If you know
of a community garden, food
distribution program, farmers’
market, specialty food product,

or restaurant that you like, call
it to our attention. The main criteria is that it needs to be in, or
have a connection to, the Metro
readership area. Oakland is
making its mark as a Foodie
destination. Let’s see what’s
out there in our own backyard.

$50 up to $150

Erin Hughes

Jody Berke

Beverly James

Chris & Andy Cohn

Scott & Stella Lamb

Marge Edlund

Toni Locke

Shoshana & David Finacom

Bill Milny

Kathleen Russell Gordon

Judith Offer

Sue Morgan

Egan & Connie Pfeil

Mr. & Mrs. Charles A.Trost

Kathleen Rolinson

Carrie Campbell

Roussel Sargent

Rhonda Ramirez

Karen Schroeder

M.A. Dreiling

Wade & Virginia Sherwood

John R. & Claude M. Elk

Keiko Shimada

Nancy Meyer

William R., Jr & Helen J. Shyvers

Margaret O’Halloran & Chris Lute

Daniel Swafford

Patricia Quinn

Sharon Toth

Laurie Umeh
Lesley and Gloria Wilmer

Laurel Ace Hardware/
David Vahlstrom

Carolyn R. Adams

Victoria Wake

Michael & Margaret Arighi

Michael Wirgler &
Nancy Taylor

Chiye Azuma & Steven Leikin
Lawrence J. &
Margaret O. Bowerman

Meanwhile, thank you
to the 38 people who worked
on creating and producing this
month’s Metro. They include
writers, photographers,
copyeditors, word processors,
Web, layout, advertising, and
primary distributors. Thanks,
also, to the more than 70 individuals, businesses, and organizations who subdistribute the
Metro door-to-door in their
neighborhoods or make the paper available to the public. If
you would like to write, help
distribute, take photos, copyedit
or be an active part of the Metro,
please email. You can also support the Metro by becoming a
Friend or Money Honey with
your much-needed financial
contribution. See page 2.

Philip Wong & Lisa Lemus
Sheila D’Amico

Beverly Brown

Clifford Falloon & Joan Dark

Russ Bruno & Susanne Lea

Heather Phillips

Betsy Callaway

Susan & Ted Tanisawa

Kathleen & Philip Caskey

Red Oak Realty

Deborah Cooper

Fred Russillo

Keith Carson,
Alameda County Supervisor

Robert & Patricia Raburn

Richard Cowan & Kathleen Collins

Margaret Elizares

Eugene Crenshaw

Sharon Toth

Kathy Burns

Bena & Tristan Currin

David J. Pitta

Tom Daly & Lydia Palmin

Baby Djojonegoro

Amy Darling, William Thompson,
& Eliza Thompson

Sara R. Wynne & Rochelle Wald

Meredith Florian
Farmer Joe’s

Mary & Anna Seastrand
American Legion, East Oakland
Post 471, Robert Cacy, Adjt.

Now carrying
Orijen, Honest Kitchen & Sojos
Now open
Mondays

NINA EGERT

Bente Petersen, Beulah
Heights resident and owner of
Piedmont Yarn & Apparel, sent
word that the second annual
Oakland Fiber & Textile Festival
is Sunday, July 10, at the Splash
Pad across from the Grand Lake
Theater. Bente says that’s where
local artists and vendors display
everything from raw fleece to
finished products. There’s
everything in the way of spinning, carding, knitting, crochet,
sewing, felting, and weaving.
Find out more at her Web
site piedmontyarn.com.

Douglas Ferguson

HELP
WANTED

Mon-Fri 10-7
Sat 9-6
Sun 12-5

Is Retirement Boring?
Miss interacting with
business professionals?
Stay at Home Moms,
want to earn a few extra
$$’s to make ends meet?

3436 Dimond Avenue • 510.336.0105 • pawsnclawsoakland.com

We are looking for
Sales Reps with outside
or inside sales experience
to sell advertising space
in Alameda County
for a senior magazine.
Must be over 21.
If interested,
please send resume:
Email:
info@carolynsmarketing.com
Fax: 1-866-245-8495

Toni Locke with Sheila D’Amico at the Oakland 2011 Mother of the
Year ceremony.
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Local Unknown Champions
BY MIKE SPENCER

T

he Oakland Warthogs
have won the Northern
California Rugby Varsity
Silver Division. This high
school rugby program is
made up of students who live
and train in the heart of the
MacArthur Metro area. They
faced teams from Fresno,
Sacramento, and the SF Bay
Area. They were the best of 29
teams in Northern California.
The Oakland Warthogs
beat local rivals Bishop
O’Dowd 38-22 to take the
crown in Morgan Hill on May
1st. It’s quite an accomplishment for an organization that
just finished its fourth season.
In case you don’t know,
Northern California boasts
the top rugby in the United
States, from perennial national college champs UC
Berkeley to supplying several
members of the U.S. Eagles
national rugby team.
The Warthogs had only
one regular season loss,
against Lamorinda, a youth
rugby program over 20 years

old and rich in winning
tradition. The Warthogs lost
their only game to themselves
by blaming each other for bad
plays, in turn losing the game
due to negativity amongst
each other and losing focus
of their goal. This only loss
was a valuable lesson in
which the team never picked
on each other again, not even
in the three playoff games
where they were scored
against to start each game.
Through the playoffs, the
team kept their confidence,
remained positive with each
other, and went out there
and took the championship,
including a final four victory
over the only team to beat
them in regular season,
Lamorinda. Their team
captain stated after the
game, “That’s all I wanted
this season. I don’t need a
championship now.”
The Warthogs exist to
improve the lives and character of inner-city young men in
Oakland, while stressing the
importance of a college education, accountability, and good

Off-leash Trail Walks
Drop-in Pet Sitting
(510) 504-2180
www.tracystlc.com
Low Introductory Rates for Metro Readers!

The Oakland Warthogs warming up before they beat Sacramento’s first place undefeated team 17-14.
citizenship. It’s a citywide
team open to young men 13
to 18 enrolled at a school in
Oakland. They are seeking to
expand the program to more
teams to serve more youth in
Oakland. Practices and offfield trainings have been held
at Brookdale Park and at
Merritt College. No rugby experience is necessary to join.
After their first three seasons of winning only one
game per year, the Warthogs
boasted a 10-1 record in 2011.
Not only did they learn to
win, they were recognized by
every opponent for playing
with extraordinary sportsmanship. Any young man
can learn rugby basics in just
a few weeks.
Rugby is the ultimate
game for learning teamwork
and discipline, skills that stay
with the players for life.

Oakland
Landscaping
Since 1976
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE
BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY
DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES
GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS
EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS:
ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC. #652408

(510) 635-1779
5900 COLISEUM WAY • OAKLAND

Rugby also has strong
bonds among players after
they leave high school,
helping to get them into
college and into professional careers.
Like the Metro, the
Warthogs is a nonprofit organization entirely dependent on grants and community donations. The Warthogs have received support
from numerous organiza-

EMILY DOSKOW

Attorney at Law

Serving Bay Area LGBT Families with Pride Since 1989
•
•
•
•

Adoption and Parentage
Marriage and Domestic Partnership Consultations
Prenuptial and Pre-Registration Agreements
Uncontested Dissolutions

510.540.8311
www.emilydoskow.com | doskesq@gmail.com

Draft
MicroBrews
& Organic Wine
by the Glass
Fair Trade,
Organic Coffees
Scrumptious
Panini & Salads
Fresh Fruit
Smoothies

LAUREL SMILE DENTISTRY

OPEN EVERY DAY

WED.-SAT. 6:30AM-9PM
SUN.-TUE. 6:30AM-6PM

3726 MacArthur Blvd
in the Laurel

482-2933
order online:
www.worldgrounds.com

SWITCH

gears to State Farm

A Caring and Gentle Dentist
Affordable, friendly staff, clean environment
& modern technology!

tions and people from outside
of Oakland but seek to become enmeshed not just in the
local sports community but
within the City of Oakland.
Their Web site has a
great 13-minute video
demonstrating the results
of their efforts. For more
information, please visit
www.OaklandWarthogsrfc.com,
or email Warthogs President
burke4rugyb@gmail.com.

AND SAVE

with discounts up to 35%.
Find out why more people trust State Farm for car insurance.
See me about our many discounts and find out how much you can save.

Complimentary Exam
I5% Service Discount

Jain L Williams, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0769540
4222 MacArthur Blvd
Oakland, CA 94619-1908
Bus: 510-530-3222

Coupon expires: 07/29/11

Mussie Sibhatu, DDS, MS
3630 MacArthur Blvd. • www.dentistoaklandca.com
To make an appointment, call (510) 530-3317

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
P050125 03/05

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Indemnity Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®

