
Connecting the neighborhoods from Fruitvale Avenue to Seminary Avenue and from Foothill Boulevard to Warren Freeway since 1989
Volume 24  Number 1 February 2012

A Nonprofit Community Newspaper • www.macarthurmetro.org

Post Office Box 19046, Oakland, California 94619 • (510) 287-2655

Susan Abplanalp, Rebecca Cervetti, Rabbi Steven & Mrs. Leona Chester, Montia Chiles, D. Eric Collins & Brenda Hansen, Jack & Adelle Foley,
Sharon Griset & Albert Mossman, Lori Hope, Peggy Kass & Helen Krayenhoff, Carol Kuelper, James Kuhn, Wilbur McEachin, Isidra Mencos,

Suzette & Elmer Meredith, Betty Perez, Elizabeth Preston, Querida N. Primas, Sonja Proulx, P.M. Regan, Brett Remy & Ann Gordon,
Thomas Rose & Suzanne Knott, Ken & Helen Shaw, Linda and Stephen Vogel, Nancy Siller Wilson, Kenneth Woolfe

You, too, can become a friend of the Metro. See page 2.

Your support helps keep the Metro alive! Become one of the Thousand Friends.

he birds are what caught
my eye first, white cranes
in flight, as I made my

way to the gate at Oakland
Airport. I was always in a
hurry, coming or going, and
walked by the mural a number
of times before I stopped one
day. The artist is Hung Liu.
She lives in our neighborhood.
How cool is that! I’d met Hung
at a couple of neighborhood
gatherings but didn’t know
anything about her, her career,
her life. That changed one day
last month when I had a won-
derful visit with Hung and
her husband Jeff Kelley.
Hung’s life is a story of
passion, determination, and
personal freedom, the kind of
stuff that movies are made of.

Hung was born in Man-
churia, in northeastern China,
at the time of the Communist
Revolution. Hung’s father, an
officer in Chiang Kai-shek’s
Nationalist Army, had been
arrested and sent to prison. To

protect herself and newborn
Hung, Hung’s mother had to
divorce her husband. One of
Hung’s earliest memories is
of a drawing she did when she
was five years old. Her mother
saw that Hung was gifted in
art and praised her.

From that point forward,
Hung continued to draw and
make other works of art, and
her passion grew, along with
the recognition of her talents
by others. A gifted student
of many subjects, Hung was
admitted to a prestigious
Beijing middle and high
school. But again, upheaval
in the country shaped her
life. This time, it was the great
Cultural Revolution.

Established people who
lived in the cities were to be
reeducated and enlightened
under the new ruling class:
the workers, the poor, the
proletariat. Hung was sent to
the countryside to work in the
fields. She had no family there,
there were no holidays, and
Hung earned the respect of
the local villagers by carrying

Hung Liu painting in her East Oakland studio.
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ews that the Laurel Lucky
will change to a Maxx
Value Foods in March

LEONA HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

B Y L A R R Y L A V E R T Y

Artist Hung Liu

B Y S H E I L A D ’ A M I C O

Lucky to Become Maxx Value

but the details were not clear.
Executives from Save

Mart met with Laurel District
Association Executive Director
Tommy Wong, LDA member
merchants, residents, and
Councilmember Libby Schaaf.
Renais Winter represented
the LVA at the meeting and
reported back that "Save Mart
people thought our Lucky
store was awful." She said Save
Mart planned to improve out-
side lighting, security systems,
and aesthetics of the store. She
also said Maxx Value Foods
was a small scale store suitable
to the 11,000 square-foot size
of the site.

Winter said the store will
"have organic produce, meat,
eggs, and dairy available,
depending on what people

request and, more importantly,
buy."

LDA’s Tommy Wong
thanked the community for
getting involved. Wong told
Save Mart representatives that
the lack of public notice and
communication was a contribu-
tor to public concerns. Save
Mart told Wong that the Maxx
Value model predicates its
success on neighborhood sup-
port and relationship-building,
and that the store would be an
active partners in community
events and efforts.

Save Mart was open to
Councilmember Schaaf’s
suggestion to create a website
that will allow for community
input. Winter said the LVA
will post the link when the
website is up. 

raised citizen concerns. Save
Mart is the parent corporation
of both stores. While the Laurel
Lucky carries about 20,000
products, Maxx Value Foods

carries about 5,000. Commenters
posting on the Laurel Village
Association (LVA), Maxwell
Park, and Allendale listservs
feared that the change from
Lucky as an anchor store to
a discount store with fewer
products would lead to deterio-
ration of the business district
and would not supply the
variety and the quality of
items shoppers wanted.

I spoke with Manager
Patrick McBride, who told
me that the new store will carry
the items that currently sell in
Lucky, but will not carry items
that do not sell. There’s more to
the Lucky story of course. Cur-
rent employees will be leaving.
Both stores are union but oper-
ate under different contracts.
McBride said about 95 percent
of the workers got their first
or second choice for a move to a
different store. He expected that
new employees will be hired for
the market from the community,N

Maxx Value intends to build relationships and be active in community
events and efforts such as this tour where Lucky educated preschool
children about food.
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heavy sacks of grain. This
period of Hung’s life enriched
her, made her stronger, and
deepened the vision by which
she viewed life that soon came
out in her art.

After her four years of la-
bor in the countryside, Hung

was admitted to Beijing
Teachers College, where she
earned a bachelor’s degree
in Fine Arts. Admitted to
the Central Academy of Fine
Art in Beijing, she earned a
master’s degree in Mural
Painting. But all this training
was controlled and prescribed.

The ruling class saw artists,
muralists in particular, as
useful in maintaining power
by educating the public. But
Hung rebelled. She frequently
went off by herself and se-
cretly painted landscapes

the way she wanted to, the
way she felt, and she kept
the paintings hidden.

It became clear what she’d
have to do next: go to the
United States, where she’d
have freedom. For four years
she fought for permission to
leave the country. Finally,
she was allowed to leave,
came to California to study,
and earned an MFA at UC
San Diego. There she met her
future husband, Jeff Kelley.

Together, Hung and Jeff
cont inued on page 6

T

Gung Hay Fat Choy!
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Oaklanders Assistance 444-CITY
Center can direct you to
the appropriate city services.

City Web Site
www.oaklandnet.com

PRIVATE AGENCIES
A Safe Place 536-7233
(domestic violence)

Seeds Community 548-2377
Resolution Center
(neighborhood disputes)
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A special thanks to all
residents, associations, and
merchants for their support.
Also, a special thanks to all
volunteer writers, artists,
photographers, and distributors.
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Friends of Sausal Creek

Mark Liebthal:
Restoration Site Adopter

and Crew Leader
A few years ago, a bramble
of blackberry and a tangle of
ivy covered the creekside trail
along Sausal Creek and El
Centro Ave. The rock teaching
circle was overgrown. The
area was inaccessible.

Like many neighbors,
Mark Liebthal enjoyed walking
along Dimond Canyon trails.
He wanted to fit community
volunteer work into his busy
life and was intrigued by a
Friends of Sausal Creek (FOSC)
flyer on removal of invasive,
nonnative Himalayan black-
berry and Cape ivy. After Mark
had come out a few times to
help, FOSC’s restoration man-
ager asked if he might want
to adopt a spot. This intrigued
Mark, as he could come out to
work at his spot when he had
free time. This creek section
above the trout pool was close
to his house, and it was a spot
that could use some help.

Like all the watershed land
on which Friends of Sausal
Creek volunteers work, this
spot is on City of Oakland pub-
lic land. So it belongs to all of
us. But adopting a spot changes
your relationship with the
land. “Having a site, you have
a sense of propriety in it, by
putting your efforts into some-
thing you can call your own,”
Mark says. Mark puts in time at
his spot whenever his schedule
permits, and he is pleased with
how different the site now
looks. Revisiting restoration
sites several times a year to
remove invasives, combined
with planting natives during

the rainy season, is key to suc-
cessfully transforming a piece
of land.

Mark is now more than
a site adopter, he is a crew
leader. FOSC always needs
volunteers who can lead other
groups of volunteers, espe-
cially on big workdays like
Earth Day in April and Creek
to Bay Day in September.
Mark’s willingness to lead
groups to work at his adopted
spot on these big workdays
means that even more can be
accomplished.

Now that it’s February,
many people are reassessing
their New Year’s resolutions.
The great thing about volun-
teering is that you can start any
time—it’s never too late to suc-
ceed in making that addition
to your life. Late winter brings
many opportunities to get your
feet wet at a FOSC workday in
Dimond Canyon, at another

park, or at Joaquin Miller
Park Native Plant Nursery.
Of course, you can literally get
your feet wet by volunteering
with our new bioassessment
team. FOSC’s event calendar
at www.sausalcreek.org has
something for everyone, and
if you start volunteering now,
you can be prepared to fill the
much needed niche of crew
leader this coming Earth Day
workday (Saturday, April 21).
Or you can adopt your own
spot any time—our restoration
manager is always happy to
take a walk and show you
the many spots that could use
tending.

Happy New Year and
Happy Volunteering! 
——————————————
Kimra McAfee, Executive Director
of the Friends of Sausal Creek,
can be reached at coordinator@
sausalcreek.org or (510) 501-3672.
Or visit www.sausalcreek.org.

B Y K I M R A M C A F E E

Mark Liebthal (far left) poses with his crew of buildOn high school
students at his adopted spot near the El Centro trout pool. Volunteer
crew leaders like Mark Liebthal allow FOSC to lead restoration work-
days for large student groups like buildOn throughout the school year.
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Dear Editor,
I wonder if you would

print my thank you to two
men who helped me when
my car died on the Fruitvale
exit ramp on Saturday,
December 17, 2011 at 5 p.m.
One came from across the
street and another stopped his
van and ran over. Both men
pushed my car off the bottom
of the ramp to Fruitvale Ave.
away from the traffic. I am
very grateful to them. One
gave his name as Ronnie
Barron, and I never asked the
other young man his name.
It was unsettling to see all the
lights fast approaching my car
behind me on the exit, so they
got me out of a bad spot. They
restore my faith in the kind-
ness of strangers. “Thank
you” to both of them.

Sincerely,
Kinuko Oiye

Fruitvale Unity NCPC thanks
you for all your help this past
year.

Sincerely,
Judie Ghidinelli

Hi, I am [writing] with the
hope that the Metro will
provide both sides of the
proposed senior housing at
High & MacArthur. Your
past articles show unneeded
bias and are out of step with
your good paper and Laurel
neighborhood.

Thanks,
Craig Cooper

Readers: Space permitting, the
MacArthur Metro welcomes all
points of view on topics of concern
in our readership area. Send let-
ters and suggestions for Onions
& Orchids or Boulevard Bites.
Send a query to the editor if you’d
like to submit an article. Email
metroreaders@earthlink.net.

Letters
to the
Editor

Are you a fifth grader
who loves to write?
Do you know a

fifth-grade writer?
The Berkeley (including

Oakland) Branch of the Cali-
fornia Writers Club (CWC)
is holding its 26th Annual

Fifth-Grade Story contest.
Any fifth-grade writer in

a school in Alameda or Con-
tra Costa County is eligible
to enter. Only teachers are
permitted to submit entries,
so, students, if you want to
enter, talk with your teacher

now. Stories can be up to
1,000 words. There is a small
fee of one dollar per entry
(to defray expenses and pro-
vide prizes). Prizes range
from $20 to $100. Deadline
to enter is March 15, 2012.

Contest rules, guidelines

for manuscript submission,
and a downloadable flyer
are on the CWC Web site,
calwritersclub.wordpress.com.
For more information, email
DNDNL2@mac.com. 

Calling Fifth-Grade Writers
A
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Capture a Painted Chair
at MLA’s Auction

Melrose Leadership Academy
is holding its first Uptown
Auction to Save the Music on
Saturday February 18 from
7:30 to 11:30 p.m. The benefit
will be swingin’ to the music
and serving tasty appetizers
and drinks in the Oakland Up-
town Body and Fender shop
at 401 26th St. Donations
range from $30 to $50. Contact
MLA at 535-3832 to reserve
your tickets. You can also pur-
chase $2 raffle tickets for a
chance to take home a variety
of prizes, including popular
electronic equipment and
wooden chairs that have been
painted by local artists and
MLA students.

The Fourth Wall
The Maxwell Park Mosaic
team has opened the fourth
(and final) year of wrapping
the rest room cinder blocks in
artistic bits of tile and mirror.
The team is calling for com-
munity members interested
in helping to design the mo-
saic for the front of the build-
ing. If you would like to sub-
mit a design, take a look at the

surfaces to be covered and the
other three walls, and
contact Beverly Shalom
bahiashalom@sbcglobal.net
or Nancy Karigaca
nkarigaca@comcast.net to let
them know if you can attend
a meeting on one of the first
three Saturdays in February.
You can also register your in-
terest in volunteering for the
construction or preparation
phases of the project. If you
don’t know the location of
the project, the rest room is in
the park in the 4400 block of
Fleming.

Magnets with
Library Hours

The Friends of Melrose
Library began the year with a
full complement of officers.
Brenda Cooper joined the ros-
ter as Treasurer and Rosetta
Egan as Secretary. Susanne
Perkins and Adelle Foley con-
tinue as Chair and Vice-Chair.
The meetings are now held the
second Tuesday of the month
at 6 p.m. All Friends of the
branch are also invited to help
create our second batch of
magnets with library hours
listed, at a work session on
Saturday, February 25 from
10 a.m. to noon.

Acting Branch Manager

Joyce Bratton distributed a
schedule of 2012 library clo-
sures for holidays and City Clo-
sure, including February 10,
11, 13, 20, and 21. You can get
your own copy at your branch
or at the Main Library.

High Street Traffic Light
Sometimes a wish is fulfilled
long after a request is made,
denied, and almost forgotten.
Those of us working to calm
High St. traffic have long
thought that the youngsters
crossing this major thorough-
fare to the Boys & Girls Club
needed a safer way to get to
the club. We proposed the
addition of a traffic light, but
our request was rejected. Now,
years later, the need is still
real, and we’ve heard that a
traffic signal will be installed
at Porter and High. We know
it takes quite a while, but we’re
watching and waiting.

As I walk outside.
Silence. Dim headlights emerge.
Surrounded by fog

On the way to BART
Tule fog frizz-dries my hair
And moistens my face. 

—————————————
Contact Adelle Foley at
jandafoley@sbcglobal.net.

High Street Neighborhood News

B Y A D E L L E F O L E Y

Maxwell Park News

Artist Daniel Camacho
Artist Daniel Camacho,
his wife Robin Lovell, and
their family moved into the
Maxwell Park neighborhood
in November 2001. Camacho
says he and Robin got in-
volved with the Maxwell
Park Neighborhood Council
the following summer after
Camacho’s 10-year-old son
and a friend were jumped by
a group of older kids. Cur-
rently, World Ground Café
on MacArthur is displaying
his artwork. He also teaches
art for Melrose Leadership
Academy public school’s
after-school program.

“Robin and I knew about
the neighborhood group,”
Camacho says. “We had seen
them cleaning the street near
Walgreens and had joined
them a few times. We posted
a note to the listserv, telling
neighbors what had hap-
pened. Walter Williams, one
of our neighbors, organized
a series of neighborhood
walks. It was an amazing
response, thanks to Walter
and the organizing that Jan
(Hetherington) and others
had done. The first walk,
there weren’t very many
people, but after a few weeks,
the neighborhood walks
grew very popular. Lots
of neighbors, city council-
members, even the chief
of police joined a walk.”

B Y B R Y A N F A R L E Y Camacho didn’t stop
there with his community in-
volvement. He joined Luan
Staus’s (from Laurel Book
Store) work group of five
or six households that get
together throughout the year
to do home improvement
projects on each other’s
houses. He’s also involved in
the Laurel Art Works collec-
tive, and is getting to know
more artists in the neighbor-
hood. He says there are a lot
of people who are using art
to bring people from the
neighborhood together. He
says there are many talented
artists, photographers, musi-
cians, painters, poets, and
other professional artists who
live in this neighborhood.

Camacho also believes
neighbors should get to
know Melrose Leadership
Academy (and the principal,
Moyra Contreras), a great
little public school in our
neighborhood. The school
has a dual-immersion bilin-
gual program, and kids from
all backgrounds can learn
Spanish and English. It also
has a farmers’ market, and
lots of arts and enrichment
during the school day and
after school, and some of
the teachers live in or around
Maxwell Park.

Daniel Camacho’s art is
currently on display at World
Ground Café.
—————————————
Find out more about Bryan Farley
at his blog, bryanfarleyblog.com.

�Expires
Feb.
29th
2012

Where Hip Dogs and Cool Cats Shop
3436 Dimond Avenue (off MacArthur) • 510.336.0105

Mon-Thurs 10-7
Fri & Sat 9-6

Sun 12-5
pawsnclawsoakland.com

“I DON’T KNOW WHAT I WOULD HAVE DONE WITHOUT HIS HELP.”
—DEAN W.*

DENIED DISABILITY BENEFITS?
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO AN ATTORNEY

1-800-567-1556

LAW OFFICES OF GEORGE ANDRE FIELDS

PRACTICE LIMITED TO SOCIAL SECURITY & SSI CLAIMS

SERVING NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

ADMITTED IN WASHINGTON AND OREGON

*DEAN’S TESTIMONIAL SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED A GUARANTEE, WARRANTY OR PREDICTION OF SUCCESS.

2735 MacArthur Blvd.
(at Coolidge)
www.fvpc.org

Worship
Sundays

at 9 & 11 am

Welcome!

Maxwell Park artist Daniel Camacho paints a community art project
during the 2011 Day in the Park. Currently, his artwork is displayed
at World Ground Coffee Shop.

✔ Only a One Hour Minimum!
✔ Experienced Craftsmen
✔ Licensed, Bonded, Insured

510-531-4300
www.HandymanMatters.com

We specialize in the small repair that
other contractors won’t do!
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Your Oakland City Councilmember Libby Schaaf
invites you to visit her and her staff

at our monthly Office Hours!
First Thursdays, 9am at Caffe Diem in Dimond

(2224 MacArthur Blvd near Fruitvale)

First Saturdays, 9am at World Ground Cafe in Laurel
(3726 MacArthur Blvd near 35th Ave)

Third Saturdays, 10:30am at Cafe Galleria in Lincoln Square
Shopping Center (4100 Redwood Rd)

Fourth Wednesdays, 3:30pm at Melrose Library
(4805 Foothill Blvd)

Fourth Sundays, 9:30am at Montclair Farmers Market
or in Colonial Donuts (6126 La Salle Ave)
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Paulette
Avery,

 R.N., M.S.N.,
I.B.C.L.C.

 To Your Health

f you have ever experi-
enced what is referred to as
“helper’s high,” you know

that helping others can make
you feel good. Now there is
research to support the fact
that volunteering to provide
help and support to others
not only makes you feel good
emotionally, it also provides
benefits to your physical and
mental health. The informa-
tion in this column comes
primarily from a 2007 report
by the Corporation for Na-
tional & Community Service,
the group that provides vol-
unteer opportunities through
Senior Corps, AmeriCorps,
Learn and Serve America.

Research over the past 20
years indicates that volunteers
enjoy lower mortality rates,
lower rates of depression,
and greater functional abilities
later in life when compared
to nonvolunteers. Interest-
ingly, the benefits to health
are greater for the volunteers
than for those receiving the
support. So when it comes to
volunteering, it truly is better
to give than to receive. The
studies also show that the
benefits are greater in those
who volunteer 100 hours or
more per year and in older
adults as compared to
volunteers in midlife.

The reasons behind the
health benefits for volunteers
seem to be connected to
higher levels of a personal
sense of accomplishment and
a sense of purpose. It follows
that older retired adults are

more likely to benefit because
their volunteer activities pro-
vide social interaction and new
roles to replace ones they had
while employed or raising a
family. Volunteer activities also
provide social interaction, mak-
ing it less likely for volunteers
to suffer from depression re-
lated to social isolation.

If you already volunteer,
good for you. If you don’t and
would like to, consider these
tips for choosing your volun-
teer activity. First, think about
what you enjoy doing and what
skills you have to offer. Do
you enjoy writing, photogra-
phy, working with animals?
Does your educational or career
background provide you with
special skills that could benefit
others? Make a list of several
areas of interest. Next, consider
where you might like to volun-
teer. I know friends who love
animals and thoroughly enjoy
hours volunteering with the
Humane Society or similar
groups. Churches and schools
provide many volunteer oppor-
tunities, and of course there
is the Metro. We’d love to have
you join us to help keep this
paper going.

You can also explore
volunteer activities through
the Internet. Check out
www.VolunteerMatch.org
as one way to get yourself
matched with a volunteer
activity that is right for you. 
—————————————
Paulette Avery is a registered
nurse and a freelance writer
who specializes in health issues.

Volunteering:
Good for You
and Good
for OthersDisruptive Youth Activity in

Dimond Business District
This letter was recently sent to
middle and high school princi-
pals in the area for communica-
tion to students and parents
about unacceptable activity at
the intersection of MacArthur
Blvd. and Fruitvale Ave.

Dear Middle and High School
Principals,

There is an increasing con-
cern in the Dimond Business
District regarding the behavior
of youth at the MacArthur Blvd.
and Fruitvale Ave. intersection,
a major AC Transit hub. This
concern specifically involves
teenagers 13 to 18 years of age.
It seems many of these teenagers
are from various Oakland area
middle and high schools, and are
spending several hours in the af-
ternoon socializing with friends
at McDonald’s, 2208 MacArthur
Blvd., and at the bus stop in front
of Cybelle’s Pizza, 3465 Fruitvale
Ave. Observed and documented
behaviors include shouting,
throwing objects at cars, walking
in front of cars diagonally across
the intersection, crossing against
lights, rolling cigarettes at the
northeast corner of Fruitvale and

Dimond Neighborhood News

B Y C A R R I E C A M P B E L L A N D

K A T H L E E N R U S S E L L

MacArthur (at the side of Radio
Shack, 2200 MacArthur), and
acting aggressively toward
pedestrians and cars. Addition-
ally, OPD Community Policing
has reported that several
fights have occurred behind
McDonald’s and in the back
parking lot of Bank of America,
2154 MacArthur Blvd.

This disruptive behavior
is having a negative effect on
the Dimond District. Residents,
visitors, bus riders, drivers, and
merchants are impacted by this
behavior and our elder citizens,
shoppers, and business owners
feel intimidated. Traffic flow is
being disrupted.

At a special meeting on
November 16, representatives
from Oakland Police Depart-
ment, Neighborhood Services,
OUSD Police, AC Transit,
Alameda County Supervisor
Keith Carson’s Office, Oakland
City Council District 4, Dimond
Improvement Association,
and Dimond Business &
Professional Association met
to discuss this issue.

It was decided that several
actions would be taken to resolve
this situation. The first action
is this letter alerting students,
parents, and principals of sur-
rounding schools regarding
this important concern about stu-
dent and youth behavior at the

intersection of MacArthur Blvd
and Fruitvale Ave. between the
hours of 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. on
school days. This disruptive
and belligerent behavior is
unacceptable. It is especially
important that the fighting does
not escalate to further violence.

We welcome youth to visit
Dimond, but we ask for a
change in attitude and activity.
This community embraces
youth, residents, visitors, and
elders, and all people should
feel comfortable in shopping,
walking, riding the bus,
bicycling and driving through
our district. (End of letter.)

This letter was approved by
the board members of the DIA
and DB&PA, and signed by
representatives of the Dimond
Improvement Association
(DIA) and the Dimond Business
and Professional Association
(DB&PA).

For comments or concerns
about youth behavior in
Dimond, please contact Bruce
Stoffmacher, Community Liai-
son, Office of Councilmember
Libby Schaaf, District 4. Tel:
238-7041; email: bstoffmacher@
oaklandnet.com. 
—————————————
Email comments to
CarrieLCampbell@hotmail.com
or krussell@russell-gordon.com.

ere is a list of the locations
and owners of new busi-
nesses in the Dimond and

Laurel areas, since mid-summer
2011. Thanks to Tommy Wong
of the Laurel District Association
and Stan Dodson from the
Dimond Improvement Associa-
tion for this information. If
you know of a new Metro-area
business you want listed in the
Metro, please send the info to

OPEN EVERY DAY
WED.-SAT. 6:30AM-9PM

SUN.-TUE. 6:30AM-6PM

3726 MacArthur Blvd
in the Laurel
482-2933

order online:
www.worldgrounds.com
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Panini & Salads
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Smoothies
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IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE
BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY

DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES
GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS

EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS:

ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

Oakland
Landscaping

Since 1976

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC. #652408

(510) 635-1779
5900 COLISEUM WAY • OAKLAND

SWITCH
gears to State Farm

AND SAVE
with discounts up to 35%.

Find out why more people trust State Farm for car insurance.
See me about our many discounts and find out how much you can save.

Jain L Williams, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0769540
4222 MacArthur Blvd
Oakland, CA 94619-1908
Bus: 510-530-3222

P050125  03/05      State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Indemnity Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

I

metroreaders@earthlink.net. And
do visit our shopping district
websites: www.shopdimond.com
and www.laureldistrictassocia-
tion.org.

The Laurel
Taylrz Joint Clothing Boutique.
Taylor Jay, 3843 MacArthur
Blvd. Taylor’s other boutique is
in LA. This site is in the former
Brownstone Boutique space, a
fabulous array. 842-8113.

The Toy Store. Jorge

Monzon, 3924 MacArthur Blvd.
A decades-long collector offers
an amazing assortment of collect-
ible toys. 449-2062.

Williams & Associates Busi-
ness and Tax Services. Robert
Williams, 4138 MacArthur Blvd.
A trusted Laurel businessman
for seven years, Robert recently
opened this storefront. 530-3001.

The Dimond
The Dimond Gallery. Peter Gee,
2812 Hopkins Place (across the
street from Loard’s) new art gal-
lery in the Dimond. Gallery open
hours are on Saturdays, 1 to 4
p.m. or by appointment. Current
show - Peter Gee ON THE SLAB:
Ceramic Wall Hangings. Now
reviewing artist portfolios for

Support Our New Local Businesses
B Y E L I Z A B E T H C A L L A W A Y

H

cont inued on page 7
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METRO
CLASSIFIED ADS

RENTALS

INSTRUCTION SERVICES

Mendocino Coast Cottage: Charming
furnished 1BR plus living room sofa
bed. Fireplace, fully equipped kitchen.
Minimum 3 days, $85/day, $525/
week. cottageorama@gmail.com.

Office for Lease. Small, furnished
office in professional, quiet building.
Utilities, parking, janitorial included.
$350 per month. Contact William
at (510) 289-0200.

Afr ican-American manicur is t ,
located in the Laurel District,
specializing in manicures, pedicures
w/paraffin wax treatments, sculp-
tured nails, silk and fiberglass wraps.
Over 20 years experience and
service in this area. Call (510)
482-3229 for appointment.

Handywoman Services. Minor home
repair, accessibility modifications,
gardening. Specializing in service
to seniors. No job too small. Laurel
resident for over 19 years. Call for
free estimate. Lic. #516847. Ruth
Ann Crawford at (510) 530-7459.

Bernice & Joe Playschool. For over
30 years, play-based learning in
our earthquake-retrofitted home-like
center near Mills College. Our park-
like quarter-acre setting has pine
and fruit trees, vegetable
garden, redwood playhouse, 20-
foot sailboat, two-story wooden
rocket ship, outdoor art and block
rooms. Curriculum includes pre-
reading, pre-math enrichment, field
trips, F.I.T. gymnastics, music, and
Spanish teachers. Emphasis put
on socialization, verbalization.
Sibling discount. Vegetarian
lunch provided. Ages 2 to 5
years. License #010314258.  Call
(510) 638-3529, or visit us at
www.berniceandjoe-playschool.com
for a brochure.

Saxophone & Piano. Play music
for the joy of it! Have fun learning
jazz, blues, improvisation. Patient,
supportive teacher. Ages 10 &
up. Specialty: Adult beginners. Eva
436-0504.

Classes offered in knitting, crochet-
ing, felting, spinning & weaving at
Piedmont Yarn & Apparel, 4171
Piedmont Avenue. 510-595-9595.
www.piedmontyarn.com. We also
mend knitted wear.

CLASSIFIED RATES: Classified ads are
$.50 per word. Discounted prices are
available for five- and ten-issue frequen-
cies. Send your copy along with pay-
ment to The MacArthur Metro, PO Box
19046, Oakland, 94619 or email your
copy to metroadvertising@yahoo.com.
Deadline for submission and payment is
the 15th of the month. For additional
information on discounts or other infor-
mation contact Krista Gulbransen at 287-
2655, fax 844-9487.

Precious Gem Found in
the Heart of the Laurel

You may have seen her, a lone
avenger, removing graffiti
from walls and street signs
or picking up abandoned
hubcaps from the side of the
road. She does not wear a
cape and tights, at least not
in public, but she has been
dubbed The Graffiti Buster
and is a certified Local Hero
(2011, District 4).

A true native of Oakland
and the Laurel, Jo-Ann
Maggiora Donivan lives in
the house her parents bought
on Wisconsin St. in 1953.
She attended Laurel Grammar
School and St. Lawrence
O’Toole. She graduated from
Holy Names High School
and later earned her teaching
credential from Cal State
Hayward.

Maggiora Donivan has
witnessed the ups and downs
of the neighborhood. Recall-
ing the Laurel of her youth,
Maggiora Donivan described
a vibrant business area with
a library, two grocery stores,
and Lady Ann’s Bakery, the
source of her birthday cakes.
“I remember when they put
in the 580 freeway. We had
a really bad winter that year,
and a little boy drowned in
the partially dug trench.

“The freeway changed
the dynamics of the neighbor-
hood. MacArthur Blvd. used
to be the main thoroughfare,
but after the freeway, people
got in their cars and went
elsewhere to shop. When
they built the Dimond
Library, they closed the
Laurel Branch.”

Buying her childhood
home made her feel more
invested in the community,
Maggiora Donivan said.
She also felt inspired by the
opening of World Ground
Café after a period of decline
in the Laurel. She realized that
if the community improved,
it became more desirable
and more people would
invest their energy and
resources here in the Laurel.

Laurel Neighborhood News

Maggiora Donivan ex-
plored neighborhood groups
and attended Neighborhood
Crime Prevention Council
(NCPC) meetings. She gravi-
tated toward the Laurel
Village Association (LVA) be-
cause of its focus on neighbor-
hood improvement projects.
She found her niche at first in
battling graffiti. She worked
with the LVA to produce the
annual Summer Solstice
Music Festival and to weed
medians and plant bulbs.

Maggiora Donivan, now
President and board member
of the LVA, transformed the
green space at 35th Ave. and
the entrance to the 580 Free-
way into the Laurel Art Gar-
den. The space now features
decorated hubcaps mounted

on wood frames built by her
husband John Donivan. She
walks with Feet on the Street
and continues to attend
NCPC meetings as well as
the Laurel Gardeners Group.
Through the LVA listserv,
Maggiora Donivan often
serves as communication
central, passing on informa-
tion gleaned from her many
connections.

Artistry and creative
thinking come naturally
to Maggiora Donivan, who
labors by day as a jeweler.
She and her husband create
original jewelry and tradi-
tional pieces at their work-
shop in San Francisco. She
enjoys the creative challenge
of repair and restructuring
antique pieces of jewelry.
They have made jewelry
for the very rich as well
as for outlaw bikers.

When asked about her
commitment to the Laurel,
Maggiora Donivan’s eyes
glisten with emotion. “I love
the Laurel. It’s our home.”

For further information:
www.donivanand

maggiora.com
www.laurelvillage.org
Laurel/Redwood

Heights/Leona Park NCPC
contact
rsykes@oaklandnet.com

laurelgardeners@
yahoogroups.com. 
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Shop at
our local

merchants

B Y R E N A I S W I N T E R

A N D D O U G S T O N E

Patron Saints of the Hubcaps, John Donivan and Jo-Ann Maggiora Donivan.

Jason Darrah
In the Laurel

Jo-Ann Maggiora’s grammar
school photo.

Over 30 years in the Laurel District

Laurel Optometry
Dorothy Okamoto OD
3714 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland   530-2330

Got a Few
Screws Loose?
Come in for a FREE
Glasses Tune-Up
during the month of
February,
Tue.-Sat.

Past Issues of the Metro with a
searchable database available
online at macarthurmetro.org
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Calendar of Community Events

BY MARILYN GREEN, COORDINATOR

The MacArthur Metro calendar welcomes a range of listings. We emphasize commu-
nity meetings and actions that address neighborhood concerns as well as cultural
events that enrich our lives. To have your event listed, please contact Marilyn Green
no later than the 12th of the preceding month at 531-9233 or marilynmetro@aol.com.

February 2012

Neighborhood Crime Prevention Councils
The Laurel/Redwood/Leona Heights Neighborhood Crime Prevention Council (Beat 25X):
Wednesday, February 8, 7 p.m. Redwood Heights Recreation Center, 3883 Aliso Rd.
Maxwell Park Neighborhood Council: Wednesday, February 8, 7 p.m., Melrose Leadership
Academy, 5328 Brann. Contact Jan Hetherington at 534-4978 or maxwellparknc.com.
Allendale Park NCPC Meeting: Wednesday, February 15, 7 p.m., 3711 Suter St.
Melrose High Hopes NCPC: Thursday, February 16, 7 p.m., Horace Mann Elementary
school, Ygnacio and Congress. ncpcbeat27x.org.

Dimond Library 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Info: 482-7844. Wheelchair accessible.
Family Storytimes: Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
Storytime: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m. and 11 a.m., 10:15 a.m. for toddlers up to 2
years; 11 a.m. for ages 3 to 5 years.
Lawyers in the Library: First Tuesday, February 7, 6 to 8 p.m.; sign-up for lottery at
5:45 p.m. Free legal information. Call to confirm on the day of the program.
Spanish Conversation Group: First and third Tuesdays, February 7 and 21, 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. Contact: Sarah Hodgson 482-7844, shodgson@oaklandlibrary.org.
Book Discussion Group: First Tuesday, February 7, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. New members
welcome. Contact librarian for title.
The African American Genealogical Society of Northern California: Saturday, February 18,
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Beyond the Census: Other State & Federal Resources, Newspapers.

Melrose Library 4805 Foothill Blvd. Info: 535-5623.
Friends of the Melrose Library: Tuesday, February 4, 6 p.m.
Storytime: Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. Stories, songs, and fingerplays for children under
3 years old.
Friends of the Melrose Branch: Tuesday, February 14, 6 p.m.
Library Project: Saturday, February 25, 10 a.m. to noon. Help make magnets
showing library hours at the Melrose Branch Library, Foothill and 48th Ave.
Book Discussion Group: Fourth Tuesday, February 28, 6 to 7 p.m. Call for title.

Friends of Sausal Creek  For more information, www.sausalcreek.org.
Restoration Workday in Dimond Park: Saturday, February 4, 9 a.m. to noon. 3860
Hanly Rd., meet at the Scout Hut (near rest rooms). Habitat restoration along Sausal
Creek. For information, contact Megan at 325-9006 or field@sausalcreek.org. Minors
will need a waiver signed by an adult. Please RSVP for groups of 4 or more.
Joaquin Miller Native Plant Nursery Work Days: Saturdays, February 4, 11, and 25,
1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Closest address is 3594 Sanborn Rd. Native plant propagation.
Minors need a signed waiver. RSVP for groups of 4 or more, drop-ins welcome.
Contact Megan at 325-9006 or field@sausalcreek.org.
Marj Saunders Park Monthly Cleanup: Monday, February 6, 10 a.m. to noon. Chelton
Dr. and Ascot Dr. Activities include litter pickup, graffiti removal, removal of invasive
species, and maintenance. Email Elaine Geffen to confirm,
elaineofpew@sbcglobal.net.
Gardening at Wood Park: Creek-to-Bay Day, Saturday, February 18, 9 a.m. to noon.
Park is located just below I-580 north of Fruitvale Ave. Lisa Lemus at 534-1480 or
lemuswong@aol.com.
Beaconsfield Canyon Work Day: Creek-to-Bay Day, Saturday, February 25, 9 a.m. to
noon. Meet at the end of Beaconsfield Place (closest address is 2639), second street
on the right as you go up Chelton from Ascot Dr. Richard Kauffman at 530-1237 or
richard@rkcommunications.com.

GENERAL CALENDAR
Register for Environmental Classes at Merritt College: Classes are ongoing. For specif-
ics, contact www.ecomerritt.org or 434-3840, or register online at www.peralta.edu.
Fruitvale Presbyterian Church Senior Center: Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
2734 MacArthur Blvd. 530-0915.
Sweet Heart of a Craft Fair: Saturday, February 4, noon to 5 p.m., 4148 MacArthur Blvd.
Neighborhood Valentine’s Party: Thursday, February 9, 7 to 9 p.m., Allendale Recre-
ation Center, 3711 Suter St.
Allendale Park Feet on the Street: Thursday, February 9, 7 p.m., corner of Dale and Minna.
Black Family History Day, Saturday. February 11, 1 to 5 p.m., Oakland Family History
Center, 4766 Lincoln Ave. We are all one body in ancestry. All are welcome. (Free).
Second ArtSPARK event: Magic Is All Around: Saturday, February 11, 3:30 to 5:30
p.m., Sequoia Elementary Auditorium, 3730 Lincoln Ave. Student work will be
featured. Light food and beverages. $3 to $5 donation suggested. Please support
Sequoia as an Arts Anchor School.
Red Hot Chocolate Group Show: Evening Reception Saturday, February 11, 6 to 8
p.m., Creative Framing & Gallery, 5015 Woodminster Lane. See these sweet treats
and buy handmade gifts for your Valentine. Gallery open T, Th, F, Sat 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. 482-1200. www.creativeframingoakland.com/gallery.
Laurel Art Works (LAW), Second Saturday Reception, February 11, 2 to 5 p.m., 4148
MacArthur Blvd. Part-time gallery in the Laurel, bringing together the rich heritage and
diverse traditions of the Arts in Oakland. Susan Scolnick at sscolnick@sbcglobal.net
for more info.
New gallery presenting local artists: Reception Saturday, February 11, 1 to 4 p.m.,
The Dimond Gallery, 2812 Hopkins Place. Exhibitions change monthly. Reception
on the second Saturday of the month. 809-5243 email: dimond gallery@gmail.com.
February shows: Toni Clark SIMPLY RAW: Musings in Clay. Dawn Kathryn GRAPHIC
SPACE: Printed Images. Gallery Hours: Saturdays, 1 to 4 p.m.

Neighborhood
Valentine’s Day Party

I � Allendale
Calling all families who love
the neighborhood! Come out to
the Neighborhood Valentine’s
Day Party and challenge your
creativity while meeting your
neighbors. Activities will in-
clude decorating handmade
Valentine’s Day cards, face
painting for children, and a
raffle with cool prizes.

While sipping hot cocoa
and nibbling on scrumptious
cookies, attendees will have
an opportunity to meet their
neighbors and learn more about
the community spirit that’s
catching on in the Allendale
Park neighborhood. The event,
which is being hosted by the
Allendale Park Neighborhood
Crime Prevention Council, will
be held Thursday, Feb. 9, from
7 to 9 p.m., at the Allendale
Recreation Center, 3711 Suter
St. Stop by and meet other
neighbors who love their
neighborhood.

Allendale Says Goodbye to
Fabulous Recreation Center

Director Elena Bermeo
The Allendale Park community
says goodbye and sends a
very special “thank you” to
Allendale Recreation Center Di-
rector Elena Bermeo. Elena has

Allendale Neighborhood News

B Y C H E R Y L G O L D E N accepted a promotion and is
moving to the City of Oakland’s
Mosswood Recreation Center,
located at 3612 Webster St.

For the past four years, Elena
has worked tirelessly to improve
the programming as well as
the aesthetics at the Allendale
Recreation Center. She has
transformed the Center into a
positive and peaceful place for
all community members. Many
neighbors agree that Elena’s in-
fectious enthusiasm and positiv-
ity, as well as her deep belief in
the beauty and potential of our
neighborhood, were some of
her greatest assets. We will miss
her passion and dedication to
turning around this gem in the
heart of Allendale.

Under Elena’s leadership,
the children have been exposed
to many positive experiences,
including Allendale’s first thriv-
ing summer camp, with weekly
swimming at the lake, cowboys
on site, trips to Golden Gate
Park, Alameda Beach, and Great
America to name a few. With
hard work and dedication, she
and others have developed a
thriving After-School Program
with excellent staff and high
expectations of all of the stu-
dents. She has also worked
collaboratively to create a
foundation for future users
and community members at the
Allendale Recreation Center—
a place that is safe, clean, and
colorful, and where all are

accountable for their actions.
Elena was no stranger to

reaching out and marketing
the recreation center to a broad
audience. She nurtured positive
relationships with many com-
munity groups within
Allendale and the Laurel, and
worked closely with Allendale
and Laurel elementary schools,
the Allendale Park Neighbor-
hood Crime Prevention Coun-
cil, and the Laurel District
Association and its merchants
for support. Through her devo-
tion to improving the lives of
children, she helped students
start a silk screen business;
worked with the Laurel District
Association and its merchants
to promote the Turf Dancing
community, which resulted in
local and international publicity
for this event as well as the
Allendale Recreation Center;
and applied for assistance from
Rebuilding Together Oakland
to build a community garden
at the Center this April.

We wish Elena great success
with her new position. The
community looks forward to
working with her replacement
to continue the positive work
she spearheaded over the years.
Incoming director George
Henderson has worked for the
Oakland Parks and Recreation
Department for over five years
and has served as the director
of San Antonio and Campbell
Village recreation centers. 

Objects on My Dresser - Artist Talk and Performance: Sunday, February 12, 1 to 3
p.m. Mills College Art Museum. A group of Sonya Rapoport’s interactive works,
created between 1979-2011 that function in the intersection between questioning
and inviting.
Melrose Leadership Academy first Uptown Auction benefit: Saturday, February 18,
7:30 to 11:30 p.m., Oakland Uptown Body and Fender Shop, 401 26th St.
Call 535-3832 to reserve tickets.
Allendale Park Beautification: Saturday, February 18, 10:30 a.m., Suter St. and 38th
Ave. (Suter Triangle).
Holy Names University Information Session: Thursday, February 23, 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
3500 Mountain Blvd. Information about graduate and adult bachelor degree
completion programs. RSVP to 1-800-430-1321 or www.hnu.edu. 

Fridays
Afro Pop

Night,
9pm-2am

Tues.-Wed. 4-8:30pm
Fri.-Sat. 12:30-10pm

Thurs. 12:30-9pm
Sun. 1-9pm

first went to Texas for work,
and in 1990 came to Oakland,
where Hung has continued
her remarkable artistic jour-
ney. At Mills College, Hung
has passed on her knowledge
by teaching art for over 20
years. She’s a full professor
at Mills and the recipient of
numerous grants and

awards, including two fellow-
ships in painting from the
National Endowment for the
Arts. Her work can be found
in the permanent collections
of major art museums around
the country, including the
National Museum of American
Art in Washington D.C., art
museums in New York, Los
Angeles, San Jose, Sacramento,
Oakland, and in San Francisco
at the San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art (SFMOMA) and
the de Young Museum.

This will be the twentieth
year that Hung has lived in
Leona Heights. Now, when
you notice the mural on glass
of the white cranes at Oakland
Airport, it will hold extra
meaning for you.

Hung continues to paint,
adding to a body of work that
will be included a year from
now, in February 2013, at the
Oakland Museum’s retrospec-
tive exhibition of Hung Liu’s
art, art that is an expression of
a unique and thoughtful life. 

Hung Liu
C O N T I N U E D F R O M P A G E 1

Off-leash  Trail  Walks

Drop-in Pet Sitting

(510) 504-2180

www.tracystlc.com

Low Introductory Rates for Metro Readers!
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$1000 and above
Oakland Veterinary Hospital

Special acknowledgment
for the gift of $2,500

Reuben Goldberg &
Eileen Carlin-Goldberg

Special acknowledgment
for the gift of $2,000

$500 up to $999
Anonymous

$150 up to $499
Lease Wong, Komodo Toys,

In Loving Memory of Ryan Yee
Michael T. Anderson

Janet Broughton
Andreas Jones

Jeff Kelley & Hung Liu
Scott Wikstrom & Joy Villafranca

Eleanor Dunn
William Ince & Nancy Scott-Ince

Diane McCan, Realtor
John Torpey
Judith Offer

Sheila D’Amico
Dal & Virginia Sellman

Anonymous in memory of
Oscar Grant and Chauncey Bailey

Douglas Ferguson

$50 up to $150
Anonymous (3)

Michael & Margaret Arighi
Chiye Azuma & Steve Leikin

Jody Berke
Larwrence J. &

Margaret O. Bowerman
Michael Broad

Kathy & Phil Caskey
Toni Clark

John Coffey
Craig Cooper

Deborah Cooper
Richard Cowan &
Kathleen Collins

Bena Currin
Denise Davila & Hugo Evans

Dimond Improvement Association
Lean Duckett

Jim Eggleston & Susanne Paradis
Clifford Falloon & Joan Dark

Farmer Joe’s/MacArthur
Shoshana and David Finacom

Betty Foote
John Frando

Greg & Nancy Fredericks
Tom & Jo Ann George

Amy Graybeal
Cameron Habel &
Debbie Lindemann

Fruitvale Unity NCPC
George & Sharon Higgins

Erin Hughes
Beverly James

Leslie Ann Jones
Tanya Joyce

Martin Kahn & Cheryl Guyer
C. Chris Kidney & Patrice Wagner

Scott & Stella Lamb
Marion Lee

Kimra McAfee in honor of the
great work of The Friends of

Sausal Creek Board of Directors
Bill Milny

Madeline Moore
Sue Morgan

Margaret O’Halloran & Chris Lutz
Patricia Quinn

Robert & Patricia Raburn
Courtney Peddle & Pamela

Magnuson-Peddle
Kathleen Rolinson

Fred Russillo
Adina Sara

Mary & Anna Seastrand
Karen Schroeder

Wade & Virginia Sherwood
Keiko Shimada
William R., Jr &
Helen J. Shyvers

E. Elizabeth Summers
Laurie Umeh

David Valstrom/
Laurel Ace Hardware

The Metro acknowledges contributions of $50 or more by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey for 10 issues. You keep our paper alive and well.

MONEY HONEYS

$50 up to $150 (continued)

Victoria Wake
Hal Wine & Lori Kershner-Wine
Michael Wirgler & Nancy Taylor

Susan Wittcoff & Aimee Waldman
Philip Wong & Lisa Lemus
Sara Wynne & Shel Wald
Anonymous in honor of

Chauncey Bailey
Carolyn R. Adams

Russ Bruno & Susanne Lea
Eugene Crenshaw

Adrienne Debisschop
Michael Ferro

Sarah Finnegan
Jack & Adelle Foley

Anne Fox
T. Gary & Kathleen Rogers

Supporting Family Foundation
Gretchen Greene

Jeffrey & Judy Greenhouse
Anne Gregan-Ver
George Hauser

Ann Herr
Nancy & Muigai Karigaca

Vickie Kawakami
Elizabeth Kean
Leonore Kish

Richard Kolbert
LeCoif Beauty Lounge

Charles Piller & Surry Bunnell
The Prchlik Family

Christine Ralls
Rochelle Rodgers

Joyce Stanek
Donna Straff

Nancy Lindsay and Tim Vendlinski
John Waite

Renais Winter & Douglas Stone
Anonymous in honor of

M.J. Barnes
Anonymous in honor of

Dal Sellman
Anonymous in honor

of Gloria Wilmer
Constance Dalton

Toni Locke
Jane Stallman

Lesley and Gloria Wilmer
Jeanne Nixon

John and Claude Elk
Jeffrey Green & Patricia Dombrink

Teresa Karvonen
Johnathan & Amanda Klein

Richard Page & Susan Audap
Sheng Saechao

Sandra Martyn &
Alison McDonald

American Legion, East Oakland
Post 471, Robert Cacy, Adjt.

John Lee & Paige Bence
Andretta I.R. Fowler

Paula Kimbro
David J. Pitta

Diane and Charles A. Trost
Benjamin Visnick

Chris & Andy Cohn
Marge Edlund

Kathleen Russell Gordon
Carrie Campbell
Rhonda Ramirez

M.A. Dreiling
Nancy Meyer

Margaret O’Halloran
& Chris Lute

Carolyn R. Adams
Michael & Margaret Arighi

Beverly Brown
Betsy Callaway

Deborah Cooper
Keith Carson,

Alameda County Supervisor
Tom Daly & Lydia Palmin

Amy Darling, William Thompson,
& Eliza Thompson
Meredith Florian

Scott & Stella Lamb
Egan & Connie Pfeil

Roussel Sargent
Wade & Virginia Sherwood

Daniel Swafford
Sharon Toth

Heather Phillips
Susan & Ted Tanisawa

Red Oak Realty

The Leona Heights
column (on page one) has a
new byline. Columnist Gordon
Laverty has passed the pen
to his son, Larry, who has
been co-writing the column
for several months. Gordon
began writing for the
MacArthur Metro with the
first issue in April 1989.
Larry’s mother, Marge Laverty,
was the Metro’s first garden
columnist, whose own voice
came through in her interesting
and informative columns, a
tradition later carried on
by Adina Sara and now
by Hadley Louden. Our best
wishes to Gordon and Marge.

Gordon’s passing the
torch is a good reminder
that the Metro has never been
about one person. The efforts
and contributions of dozens
of people go into each issue.
We’re sending a metaphorical
Valentine to our distributors,
advertisers, writers, photogra-
phers, behind-the-scenes
personnel, and financial
supporters. All of you make
the Metro go. That “you” in-
cludes readers who take time
to comment on a story or on
the paper in general.

Special thanks to readers
who are sending donations to
the Metro in response to our
appeals. Check our financial
thermometer. We’ll have more
details in a future issue. Mean-
while, if you haven’t done so
and can afford to, please make
a donation to this nonprofit
community newspaper as
soon as you can. See page 2.

What would the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
have said about the Occupy
movement? In his long Letter
from Birmingham City Jail—
written four months before
his speech on Washington
Mall—he said:

“Never again can we
afford to live with the narrow
provincial ‘outside agitator’
idea. Anyone who lives in the
United States can never be
considered an outsider any-
where in this country . . .

“Actually, we who engage
in nonviolent direct action are
not the creators of tension. We
merely bring to the surface the
hidden tension that is already
alive. We bring it out in the
open where it can be seen and
dealt with. Like a boil that
can never be cured as long as
it is covered up, but must be
opened with all its pus-flowing
ugliness to the natural medi-
cines of air and light, injustice
must likewise be exposed, with
all of the tension its exposing
creates, to the light of human
conscience and the air of na-
tional opinion before it can be
cured.”

Not everyone can engage
in civil disobedience, stand
on a soapbox, demonstrate
in the streets, march to a port,
Occupy Oakland. Some write
letters or emails, speak to their
friends, register voters, mentor
students, work in their neigh-
borhoods. But anyone, through
his or her quiet or vociferous
actions, can carry Dr. King’s
basic message that “Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere.” 

Sheila D’Amico

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE

•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET

BREADS
•FINE FOOD DELICACIES

Free Parking

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm

Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178
35th & MacArthur

—
MARKET PLACE—

$36,000

$32,000

$28,000

$24,000

$20,000

$16,000

$12,000

$8,000

$4,000

$0

Thanks to the overwhelming
generosity of Metro readers
answering our call for financial
support, we are more than
halfway to our goal.

making life a little easier

Providing Home Maintenance • Planning for large and small projects
510-326-6982  www.homeprojectchamp.com

Another
Woman
Owned
Business

HOMEPROJECT
CHAMP

upcoming shows (apply in
person only). 809-5243 or email
dimondgallery@gmail.com.

Organic Bliss Day Spa.
Rasheedah Loharsingh, 3463
Champion St. By Appointment
Only. The Spa specializes in
natural and organic skin care,
Brazilian waxing, and ancient
beauty rituals such as eyebrow
threading and body sugaring,
in an organic and eco-friendly
setting. 482-1742

COPY USA. 3423 Fruitvale
Ave. (across from Farmer Joe’s).
Black and white and color copies,
business cards, flyers, postcards,
and notary service. Opening
Feb 1, 2012. No telephone num-
ber yet; just stop in. 

Local Businesses
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Sanjiv Handa died in December
2011. Often described as a gad-
fly and sometimes dismissed by
officials as a pest, Handa was
an activist with a consuming
interest in open government.
He’d attend just about every
City Council meeting, sitting
right up front at the press table,
and he’d speak on every agenda
item. We asked Attorney and
former Metro Board member
Mike Broad if we could print
the tribute he posted on a local
listserv after Sanjiv Handa died
in December.

est in Peace Sanjiv
Handa. Often de-
scribed as obsessed—

and ever carried away by
his micro-investigations into
the workings of government
bureaucracy—sometimes

frenzied in his self-defined
role as government watch-
dog, Sanjiv had the ability
to inform, educate and even
intimidate those he saw
as guilty of obstructing
justice and perpetrating
the self-concealing nature of
government.

Sanjiv Handa strove to
keep Oakland’s City Hall
and the Port Commissioners
transparent. He knew that
the communication we see
in our local government,
read, or hear, are many
times incorrect, misleading,
or deceptive. For this reason,
Sanjiv made it his mission
to uncover rumors, specula-
tion, ambiguity, misunder-
standings, mistranslations,
misquotations, misrepresen-
tations, censorship, cover
ups, disinformation, hear-
say, gossip, blather, bluffs,

bluster, bullshit, opinions,
traditions, proselytizing,
assumptions, predictions,
that would go against the
rule of law.

His skepticism cut
through the pretentious
façade protecting the status
quo. He pulled back the
veil of secrecy and revealed
the truth.

Oakland has lost one
of its greatest advocates. 

Rest in Peace Sanjiv Handa
B Y M I K E B R O A D
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www.laurelbookstore.com

We have gift certificates
and Oakland Grown gift cards.

Open 24/7 online too!
Shop local!

Family owned since 1933.

“Come on Down”

Discover

For Your Healthy Life Style!

3033 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland • 482-3848

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Fri 8:30am - 8:30pm
Sat-Sun 8:30am - 7:30pm

FREE PARKING

Your Natural Food Marketplace

Hwy 13 Redwood Exit

580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

580 East to
35th Ave
ExitH
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Hwy 580

3033 MacArthur Blvd
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ORGANIC PRODUCE

NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT
ON DUTY

WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY

HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,
SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS

EMILY DOSKOW Attorney at Law

Serving Bay Area LGBT Families with Pride Since 1989

• Adoption and Parentage
• Marriage and Domestic Partnership Consultations
• Prenuptial and Pre-Registration Agreements
• Uncontested Dissolutions

510.540.8311
www.emilydoskow.com | doskesq@gmail.com

Tue.-Sat. 12-6pm
4004 MacArthur Blvd

510-482-5921
Email:

KomodoToyz@aol.com
Making a difference, just a little bit at a time
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GUNG HAY
FAT CHOY!

Heartfelt Thanks
For Supporting Us!

~
Awesome Gifts For

Lunar New Year
& Valentine’s Day!

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
Open M-F 8-7, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-4

Sku #6114763 | 6114805. With this coupon.
While supplies last. May not be combined with
any other offer. Coupon expires 2/29/12.

99¢ ea.

JMK
7" Angle Broom

or
Large Dust Pan

Reg.
$2.79
& $2.29

LAUREL SMILE DENTISTRY
A Caring and Gentle Dentist

$99 cleaning, exam & x-rays

Mussie Sibhatu, DDS, MS
3630 MacArthur Blvd.  •  www.dentistoaklandca.com
To make an appointment, call  (510) 530-3317

  Coupon expires: 2/29/12

Affordable, friendly staff, clean environment
& modern technology!

THE TAOIST CENTER OFFERS:

Dr. Alex Feng LAc, PhD, OMD
3824 MacArthur Boulevard, Oakland
510-336-0129 www.thetaoistcenter.com

ZHI DAO GUAN

THE TAOIST CENTER

Dr. Alex Feng LAc, PhD, OMD brings healing,
physical exercise and spirituality together at The Taoist
Center to promote health and longevity. Holder of the
Zhi Dao lineage from his Daoist ancestors, Dr. Feng is
a leading Integrative Medicine practitioner.
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Class schedules at www.thetaoistcenter.com
•  Traditional Chinese Medicine (acupuncture, acupressure, tui na, herbs)

with Dr. Feng  •  Feng Shui reading of the home or business
•  Classes in Tai Ji, Broad Sword, Medical and Martial Arts Qi Gong,

Ba Gua, Gong F, and Wu Shu for children
•  Tai Ji , meditation, and Qi Gong instructional DVDs by Dr. Feng
•  Asian Bodywork  •  Yoga, Feldenkrais, Yamuna Body Rolling,

Bone & Joint, and T’ai Chi Chih classes
•  Unique natural herbal tea collections prepared by Dr. Feng

TAOISM CLASS and MEDITATION: last Friday of
each month at 7pm—FREE and OPEN to the PUBLIC

Sanjiv Handa.


