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Connecting the neighborhoods from Fruitvale Avenue to Seminary Avenue and from Foothill Boulevard to Warren Freeway since 1989

Why all the environmental fl ap over the property at MacArthur 
and High Street? A walk down memory lane. See page 7. 

Rebuilding OPD

Last month, City 
Councilmembers Larry 
Reid and Libby Schaaf 

proposed three public 
safety measures which may 
go to Council in January 
or early February. First, 
Reid and Schaaf urged the 
City to contract with the 
Sheriff’s Department to 
borrow 10 offi cers and one 
supervisor for 20 hours 
each week.  

Secondly, they proposed 
expedited hiring of 20 
police service technicians 
and a crime lab technician. 
Thirdly and most 
signifi cantly, they sought 
Council’s confi rmation of a 
police academy tentatively 
budgeted for June 2013. 

These three measures 
are directed at problems 
painfully well known to 
Oaklanders: one of the 
nation’s highest murder 
rates, a 23 percent spike 
in murders, muggings and 
other major offenses, a 44 
percent decrease in arrests 
and a police department 
whose sworn staffi ng is 
down nearly 25 percent 
over the past three years.

How did the Oakland 
Police Department (OPD) 
shrink from more than 
800 offi cers to its current 
level of 626? While most 
residents of Oakland recall 
the mid-2010 decision to 
lay off 80 offi cers, that lay-
off is not the real story. 
Many of those offi cers 
were re-hired. The larger 
problem was the City’s 
earlier decision to stop 
funding police academies. 

State law requires that 
would-be police offi cers 
complete a six-month 
academy, followed by fi eld-
offi cer training. The cost 
of an academy exceeds 
$3 million. When Oakland 
hit a fi scal crisis in 2008, 
it stopped scheduling 
academies. 

As offi cers left through 
retirement or transfer 
no replacements could 
be hired, a policy that 
especially hit home with 
the tragic slayings on 

March 21 2009, of OPD 
sergeants Mark Dunakin, 
Ervin Roman and Daniel 
Saka and Offi cer John Hege.  

Oakland now has an 
academy underway and 
another set to start in 
February. The City Council 
tentatively approved a 
third academy for next 
summer. This is the 
academy that Reid and 
Schaaf want confi rmed to 
keep Oakland on a pace 
of approximately two 
academies per year.

In the last election, all 
the successful Council 
candidates — Dan Kalb in 
District 1; Lynette Gibson 
McElhaney in District 3; 
Noel Gallo in District 5; 
Larry E. Reid in District 
7 and Rebecca Kaplan, 
at large — stressed a 
commitment to rebuild 
OPD.  Two incoming 
councilmembers endorsed 
sworn staffi ng of 900, while 
one proposed as many 
1,000 to 1,100. Mayor Jean 
Quan says she plans to 
“build the department back 
up to 800 offi cers in the 
next fi ve years.”

But even with the Reid-
Schaaf proposal, the City’s 
current course will not 
restore the department in 
the near future. 

Police Chief Howard 
Jordan reports that OPD’s 
attrition rate for sworn 
offi cers is fi ve per month. 
The projected yield of 
offi cers from each academy 
is 40. At this rate, the 
net annual increase is 
20 offi cers. If Jordan’s 
estimates are correct, it 
will take nine years to get 
Oakland to 803 offi cers. 

More recently, the Quan 
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See  Rebu i l d i ng ,  page  6

Your support helps keep the Metro alive! Become one of the Thousand Friends.

You, too, can become a friend of the Metro. See page 2.

Recent Thousand Friends include: Helen Lore, Jane Barbarow, James Barr, Vera, Callendar, Len Montalvo-Intervention Group, 
Jason & Kim Martin, Sunan Runyan, Nancy Benson, Constance De La Vega, Adrienne Debisschop, Rhonda Edwards, 

Robin Goodfellow, Wilbur McEachin, Querida Primas, Phillis Robbiano, William R. & Helen Shyvers
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Add two storeys to Lincoln Court, located at Macarthur Boulevard and Lincoln 
Avenue, and image a building like that at MacArthur and High Street.

BY BRUCE NYE

Police force has yet to recover 
from the 2008 fi nancial meltdown

Police Chief 
Howard 
Jordan reports 
that OPD’s 
attrition rate 
for sworn 
offi cers is fi ve 
per month. 

What, if anything, 
will be built on the 
triangle at the corner 

of MacArthur Boulevard and 
High Street? This is a big 
issue that has been nagging 
the Laurel community for 
several years. It will be a 
big issue indeed if the plans 
of AMG and Associates, 
Los Angeles area contract 
builders, go forward.  

To better visualize the 
impact of their mixed-use 
structure of 115 units in 
fi ve storeys on the .93 acre 
triangle, travel down a 
couple of miles to the corner 
of MacArthur Boulevard 
and Lincoln Avenue in the 
Dimond district. There 
Lincoln Court affordable 
senior housing fi lls 82 units 
with a three-storey height, 
considerably smaller than 
the AMG building. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 5, 
the Oakland City Planning 
commission held a 
public hearing on a draft 
Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) and opened a period of 
public commentary that will 
be sifted and incorporated 
into a fi nal EIR to reach the 
public perhaps in February. 
For reasons that are hard 
for a layman to grasp, basic 
problems like traffi c, air 
quality, noise, pedestrian 
safety and so forth are 
discussed before the “merits 
of the project” are dealt with. 

BY TONI LOCKE

Shenanigans on the Boulevard
AMG has held meetings 

with the neighborhood and 
made accommodations. 
They now hold title to the 
land and are prepared to 
deal with the clean-up of 
pollution, required by law, 
according to Lynn Warner, 
case planner for the project.  
By offering a certain amount 
of senior housing they 
may legally provide only 

65 parking places for 115 
tenants.

Laurel Village Association 
member Renais Winter, who 
has been following the issue 
for years, told the Metro that 
there is no consensus in the 
association on the merits 
of the project. Dr. Maureen 
Dorsey, of the Oakland 
Veterinary Hospital, located 

See  MacAr t hu r,  page  2

Laurel Holiday Stroll
Snowfl akes 

dangle from the 
canopies along 

MacArthur Boulevard 
in anticipation of the 
Holiday Stroll held 
last Saturday evening 
after the Metro went 
to press. Strollers 
sampled food from 
restaurants while 
enjoying holiday 
music. The kids 
enjoyed the evening, 
too. The Laurel 
District Association 
treated them to a 
snowfl ake scavenger 
hunt. Neighbors 
donated toys for 
the Oakland Fire 
Department’s toy 
drive, coats for One 
Warm Coat and pet 
supplies for Oakland’s 
Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (SCPA).

PHOTO BY 
DENNIS EVANOSKY



December 2012

2

Opinions & Editorials

ISSN 1091-1111

Managing Editor
Dennis Evanosky

Web 
Brian Holmes

Creative Director
Eric J. Kos

Editor Emeritus
Tony Locke, 
Sheila D’Amico

Board of Directors
Beverley Brown
Braedon Galloway
Andy Cisneros
Reuben Goldberg
Marcia Henry
Brian Holmes
Judith Offer
Bart Wright
Printing by Southwest Offset 
Printing, San Jose, California 
(408) 232-5160

Opinions expressed in the 
MacArthur Metro are those of 
the contributors and do not 
necessarily refl ect the views 
held by the publication. 

©2012 by the MacArthur Metro, 
P.O. Box 19046 
Oakland, CA 94619
www.macarthurmetro.org
(510) 287-2655

We welcome your 
news and ads; 

deadline the 15th.

Publication in the 
fi rst week of 

each month except 
January and July. To contribute by credit card, go to www.macarthurmetro.org. Click on Network for Good.

RESOURCE NUMBERS, 
WEBSITES, EMAILS
(Formerly Hot Numbers)

In danger or report 
crime in progress: 911

From a cell phone in 
Oakland: 777-3211

Non Emergency:
777-3333

Drug activity (voice mail):
238-DRUG

Abandoned Cars:
238-6030

Animal Control:
535-5602

Subscribe to OPD alerts:
http://localnixle.com/register

Illegal dumping, graffi ti, 
potholes, etc: 615-5566

www.seeclickfi x.com/oakland
pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com

City website:
www2.oaklandnet.com

Assistance Center:
444-CITY

A Safe Place, domestic 
violence center: 536-7233

Macarthur Metro website: 
www.MacarthurMetro.org

Cartoon by Joe Heller

THE METRO 
LETTERS POLICY
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the MacArthur Metro, its 
advertisers or staff.

Letters to the Editor are 
welcome from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for verifica-
tion purposes. Unsigned letters 
will not be printed.

Letters are subject to editing 
for length, clarification and legal 
considerations. Please try to 
limit letters to 250 words.

Mail your letters to Editor, 
MacArthur Metro, P.O. Box 
19046, Oakland, CA 94619 or 
e-mail them to editor@alameda 
sun.com.

Hospital, located a stone’s 
throw from the corner of 
High and MacArthur, stands 
adamantly opposed to the 
development. 

After the holidays there 
will again be time for public 
input.

MacArthur’s Latest Shenanigans
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 For example, double-

wall construction to 
limit noise is one of 
the features of Merritt 
Crossing, a housing 
development on Oak 
Street near Interstate 880 
designed by Berkeley 
architects and built by a 
San Francisco contractor.  

What is AMG’s noise 
abatement plan? What exact 
remedies can be insured for 
pedestrian safety, or traffi c 
fl ow? 

For further information 
contact the case planner, 
Lynn Warner at (510) 
238-6983 or by e-mail at 
lwarner@Oaklandnet.com.

Where can I get my 
MacArthur Metro?
Laurel Bookstore 4100 MacArthur
Ace Hardware 4024 MacArthur
Lucky Donuts 4010 MacArthur
World Ground 3726 MacArthur
Full House Café 3719 MacArthur 
Farmer Joes in the Laurel
 3501 MacArthur
Food Mill 3033 MacArthur
Lincoln Court 2400 MacArthur
Seven-Eleven 2411 MacArthur
Two Star Market 2020 MacArthur
Farmer Joe’s in the Dimond
 3426 Fruitvale Ave.
La Farina’s 3411 Fruitvale Ave.
Melrose Library 4805 Foothill Blvd.
Dimond Library 3501 MacArthur 
Eastmont Library 
 7200 Bancroft St. Suite 211

Want the Metro delivered to your 
house or a specific address? Send $25 
to PO Box 19046 Oakland, CA 94619 
for 12 months of Metros delivered to 
your address.

All Aboard 
for the Metro

Have you ever lived in 
another place that had 
such a personal paper 

as the MacArthur Metro?
 Many of us will say 

we haven’t — and we 
fi nd it hard to imagine 
the Laurel, or Dimond, or 
Maxwell Park, Allendale, 
or any of the other Metro 
neighborhoods without 
what has been our local 
advocate, beacon and 
mirror since 1989.

 So we won’t. Instead 
we’re imagining the Metro 
continuing, and we’re 
building together how that 
happens.

When the fi nancial 
situation at the paper 
got dire enough that the 
current board couldn’t 
see a responsible way to 
continue, two community 
meetings were held 
(what else?!) to gather 
information and strategize. 
Out of those meetings came 
the plans that led to the 
paper you hold in your 
hands, and we expect will 
continue for years to come.

The fi rst part of the plan 
comes from the willingness 
of Dennis Evanosky to step 
forward. Longtime Laurel 
resident, Metro contributor, 
and history buff, Evanosky 
is also the editor and 
publisher of the Alameda 
Sun, an 11-year-old, locally 
owned, community weekly. 

His offer to consolidate 
editorial, production, and 
ad sales at the Sun will 
allow the Metro to cut 
monthly costs, increase ad 
revenues and reduce the 
burden on volunteers while 
staying true to its mission. 
With the experience, 
resources and effi ciencies 
of the Sun backing up the 
Metro, he feels the paper 

has the merit and potential 
to pay its own way, which 
will eliminate the need for 
fundraising and the burden 
on our generous Money 
Honeys.

But to stay a local 
community nonprofi t 
accountable to the readers 
and to the communities 
we serve, the Metro also 
had to recruit new board 
members. At press time, 
the necessary minimum 
fi ve new members have 
committed, but there is still 
room for more.

The purpose of the 
Metro, as expressed by 
founder Toni Locke at the 
September meeting, is to 
empower the communities 
we serve by showing them 
the face of themselves 
celebrating their 
achievements and solving 
their own problems.

The incoming board 
plans to keep our work 
simple, holding one 
monthly meeting. 

We don’t need board 
members who go out 
and raise funds. We need 
board members willing 
to make certain that the 
Metro fulfi lls its mission 
statement. The board can 
do that by discussing the 
last issue of each Metro at 
its meeting and suggest 
where it wants the Metro to 
go with the next issue.

No previous board 
experience is necessary, 
just a love for this corner of 
Oakland and an interest in 
seeing that our Metro’s run 
is far from over. If you are 
interested, please contact 
Dennis Evanosky at 772-5209. 

David Finacom has offered 
to sit on the Metro board.

BY DAVID FINACOM
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High Street Neighborhood News

Maxwell Park: Come 
Rain or Come Shine

Major grant funding 
may not be on 
the horizon, but 

that hasn’t stopped the 
improvements at Maxwell 
Park. Focusing on smaller, 
practical changes, Nancy 
Karigaca continues to make 
the most of her funding, 
with support from City of 
Oakland Public Works staff, 
students from St. Mary’s 
College and the community. 
On Nov. 17, the group 
assembled in a steady rain, 
put up the canopies and 
placed the new plants, 
shrubs and trees in the 
ground. By mid-afternoon 
the skies had cleared and 
the crew had planted along 

BY ADELLE FOLEY

BARBARA HARTFORD

Saint Mary’s College students (left to right) William Besson, Tim Jones and Elise 
Tran pull up the ivy at Maxwell Park.

BARBARA HARTFORD

Angelina (left) and Aidan Fuller represent the next 
generation as they prepare new plants in front of 
the Maxwell Park mosaic.

There’s a town in 
Arkansas, Hope, to 
be exact, and if you 

Google it, you’ll see that 
it’s nationally known for a 
number of things. Above all, 
though, it’s locally known as 
the childhood home of your 
neighbor Jimmy Stuart. 

Jimmy grew up on a 
farm, fi ve miles outside 
of Hope along a dirt road 
with his parents and four 
brothers and sisters. He 
had a storybook, country 
childhood, hunting and 
fi shing and throwing rocks. 
During high school, he 
eagerly went to work, fi rst in 
a clothing store, and then in 
a gas station, pumping gas. 

Jimmy’s father, on at least 
one occasion, imparted the 
saying to him “Do what you 
want to do, when you want 
to do it,” and from the very 
fi rst time he heard it, Jimmy 
knew he’d always be living 
his life that way. Following 
his time at the University 
of Arkansas and work for a 
cable TV company, he heard 
from his best friend through 
high school who’d since 
moved out to San Francisco, 
“Come on out!” 

Jimmy was 24 at the 
time. The warm sun, the 
beaches, and the lifestyle 
here all sounded pretty 
good. So with the idea that 
he’d come on out for a few 
years and then return to 
his native south for the 
rest of his life, he spent his 
fi rst several years in San 
Francisco living with his 
buddy and his buddy’s wife. 

He went to work on the 
lighting crew at a renowned 
San Francisco sound stage 
and fi lm production rental 
house. Two years later, he 
was working on the lighting 
crew for a TV public service 
announcement for San 
Francisco’s world-class 
Magic Theater when he met 
the director of the theater’s 
show at the time. Romance 
took hold and Jimmy moved 
over to Oakland where his 
sweetheart, Julie, was living. 

Three years later they 
were married, and two 
years after that they found 
their home here in our 
neighborhood. After four 
years here, they had their 
son, Daniel, who, among 
other things has carried 
on his father’s tradition of 
playing baseball. Through 
Daniel’s love of the game, 
Jimmy became a Little 
League coach and gave 
generously of his time to 
help disadvantaged kids here 
in Oakland for seven years. 

All along, Jimmy added 
to his knowledge of how 
movies, TV commercials 
and corporate videos are 
produced. Now a nearly 
30-year veteran of fi lm 
production, his job as
key grip, and director of 
photography responsible for 
doing whatever it takes to

Leona Heights 
Neighborhood News

Meet Your Neighbor, 
Jimmy Stuart
BY LARRY LAVERTY

two fence lines, cleared 
the drains, dug a curb 
separating the sand and the 
grass, hand pulled the ivy 
and planted daffodils. And 
the park sparkled.

Plans through mid-2013 
include completion of the 
meadow, additional picnic 
tables, improvements to the 
fences and night lighting and 
creation of a mosaic on the 
wall around the sand area.

Veteran’s Day Walk
What better way to 

celebrate Veteran’s Day 
(originally known as 
Armistice Day) than to enjoy 
the sweeping view of the 
sunset from Home of Peace 
cemetery? Organizer Sheila 
D’Amico suggested that the 
Melrose high-steppers take 
a break from distributing 
meeting fl iers, and invited 

“Do what 
you want to 
do, when you 
want to do it.”

— Stuart family mantra

See  H igh  S t r ee t ,  page  6

COURTESY PHOTO

Jimmy Stuart on the job as a key grip.

Volunteers Overhaul Maxwell Park

See  Leona ,  page  6

Tell our local 
merchants 

“I saw your ad 
in the Metro.”

Kathy Hollander of Beth 
Jacob Synagogue to lead 
a walk through the Fairfax 
Avenue cemetery. Kathy 
pointed out the symbols on 
the headstones and explained 
that Orthodox Jewish 
tradition calls for burial 
soon after death in a simple 
pine box fastened without 
metal nails. The synagogue 
encourages the community 
to visit the cemetery, but asks 
that they leave a small stone, 
rather than fl owers.

Off the Hook 
Spreads the Wool

When children’s 
librarian Adina Aguirre 
invited Melrose Branch’s 
Off the Hook knitting and 
crocheting group to help 
the César Chavez Branch 
start a knitting group, Laurie 
Umeh and Anne Gregan-
Ver were happy to accept. 
They were greeted by 
about 10 women — some of 
whom were skilled knitters 
— with children in tow. An 
enthusiastic knitter herself, 
Aguirre had missed the 
Melrose Branch’s knitting 
community, after she 
transferred to the Caesar 
Chavez Branch. At the 
Melrose Branch, the Friends 
group isn’t holding its 
collective breath, but they 
are watching with interest 
and fi ngers crossed as the 
hiring process continues for 
a new branch manager.

A Tradition of Giving
Over the years the NPCC 

has expanded its November 

 • Adoption and Parentage
 • Prenuptial and Pre-Registration Agreements
 • Donor and Surrogacy Agreements
 • Divorce Mediation and Collaborative Divorce

510.698.4902
www.emilydoskow.com    |    doskesq@gmail.com

Emily Doskow
Attorney and Mediator
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Melrose Library Events
Saturday, Dec. 15

10:30 a.m., Toddler 
Storytime: Songs, active 
rhymes and stories 
especially for ages 18 
months to 3 years 

1 p.m., Oakland 
Community Art Project: Free 
Art Classes for children 4 -10 
years old.

Wednesday, Jan. 23
3 p.m., Charles the 

Clown: Watch Charles the 
Clown perform his routine 
featuring Biscuit the Dog 
Puppet, balloon antics, silly 
magic and comic rhyming. 
Appropriate for all ages, this 
gentle clown will enthrall 
the whole family.

laurelbookstore@att.net
www.laurelbookstore.com

A little bit of everything
and

the ability to get the rest.

Mon 10-6, Tue-Fri 10-7
Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5

4100 MacArthur Blvd. at 39th

How to Reach 
the Metro

Editor: Dennis Evanosky 
editor@alamedasun.com

Community Calendar: 
editor@alamedasun.com

Classifi ed/Display Ads:
jcrandall@alamedasun.com

or mail to:
MacArthur Metro 
P.O. Box 19046
Oakland, CA 94619

No email or stamps?
Leave a message on 

voice mail (510) 287-2655

As the Metro’s management is 
currently in transition please keep 

checking this box for updates.

PHOTO BY LUAN STAUSS

Shawn Walker-Smith discussed his passion for baking with Jovelyn Richards at 
the Laurel Book Store.

BY LUAN STAUSS

Maxwell Park resident 
Shawn Walker-
Smith of Tart! 

recently visited Laurel 
Bookstore with samples of 
just some of the goodies 
he has been making for 

years. Encouraged by 
his grandparents and 
parents, Walker-Smith has 
been interested in food, 
especially desserts, from a 
very early age. “I took some 
inspiration from watching 
cooking shows on PBS,” 
Walker-Smith said. “My 
curiosity and led me into 
the kitchen where I fi rst 
learned to love getting me 
hands into ingredients and 
transforming them into 
glorious creations.”

After years working in 
the retail and corporate 
interior design fi elds, he was 
“given the gift of time” with 
the closing of the Northern 
California regional offi ce of 
his company. 

“I decided the time had 
come to pursue a long-held  
passion,” he said. 

Shawn entered the 
California Culinary 
Academy and earned a 
certifi cation in pastry in 
baking and has not looked 
back. After a brief stint at 
Zibibbo Restaurant in Palo 
Alto  and most recently 
baking and managing at 
Bakesale Betty, 

Shawn opened TART! 
so he could pursue his 
long-held passion full time. 
“We are passionate about 
sharing simple baked goods 
of the highest quality with 
our family, friends and 
community,” he said. Check 
him out at www.tartoakland.
com or call 532-7288. 

Luan Stauss is the owner 
of Laurel Book Store, call 
her at 531-2073 or visit www.
laurelbookstore.com. 

Maxwell Park was 
originally a residence 
park owned by 

merchant John P. Maxwell. 
With great foresight, he 
purchased the property 
with the very aim of later 
selling it for housing. He 
arranged for the 55th 
Avenue streetcar line to be 
extended into his park to 
encourage sales, running to 
the intersection of Fleming 
and Madera avenues. 
Additionally, Southern 
Pacifi c electric lines ran 
only two blocks from the 
park entrance, allowing for 
fast transportation to San 
Francisco.

There’s a reason why 
there’s a hodgepodge of 
styles in Maxwell Park. 
Under the headline 
“Maxwell Park Homes Must 
Be Different,” a May 1923 
article explains: “Every 
home that goes into the 
new series of fi fty homes 
now under construction by 
Burritt & Shealey in Maxwell 
Park must bear the stamp of 
artistic individuality... The 
result is that the architects 
have been able to draw 
freely and with good effect 
on the Colonial, Italian 
Renaissance, Spanish, 
French and English types of 
home architecture for their 
designs.”

Maxwell Park sold 
out fast. In April 1921, a 
month before it opened 
for sales, the newspaper 
wrote, “Everyday there are 
hundreds of people out 
watching the development 
going on and anxiously 
waiting for the opening 
of the tract to the home 
buyers.”

By May 1922, a year after 
the opening, it was reported 
that on average a home had 
been built in Maxwell Park 
every two days.

Burritt & Shealey clearly 
marked all the lotlines and 
posted the prices, so buyers 

could instantly see what 
they were in for: “The price 
and terms are plain and in 
full view, literally each lot 
being tagged and priced,” 
said the newspaper in May 
1921.

The terms started at $1 
down. That fi gure, startling 
even back then, allowed 
the tract to “advertise” for 
children to buy: “Come out 
today — buy a lot — let 
the boy or the girl buy one 
— teach them to save!”

The Bard Company 
offered 50 different types of 
homes to choose from in the 
Bard’s Tract of Maxwell Park 

on Monticello Avenue.
J.H.A. Shealy of the 

construction company 
wrote for the 1923 Oakland 
Tribune Yearbook, “These 
homes all radiate an 
unmistakable appeal in the 
friendly way they nestle 
together on the property.”

Bruce Lee is 
undoubtedly Maxwell 
Park’s best-known resident. 
He and his wife lived here 
with his friend James 
Yimm Lee in a house on 
Monticello Avenue. In 1964, 
James’ wife had just died, 
leaving him to raise his 
children alone. Since Bruce 

was penniless at the time, 
the housing arrangement 
made sense. Bruce and 
James taught kung fu out of 
their garage.” 

This story originally 
appeared in Erika 
Mailman’s book Oakland’s 
Neighborhoods. 

Maxwell Park: At Just $1 Down
BY ERIKA MAILMAN “Let the boy 

or the girl buy 
one — teach 
them to save!”
— Maxwell Park Advertising

Oakland’s city 
government is 
divided into seven 

council districts and one 
at-large district. The most 
information is available on 
the city website: www2.
oaklandnet.com. The 
phone number for each 
council district ends in the 
district number. Council 
District 4 covers most of 
the Metro readership area. 
(Phone 238-7004) Elected 
in 2008, Libby Schaaf is the 
current D4 councilmember. 
Councilmember Schaaf 
keeps constitutents informed 
through her newsletter. If 
you’d like to contribute 
items to her newsletter, 
email Lisa at Iruhland@
oaklandnet.com. In the Metro 
readership area Schaaf holds 
monthly meetings in the: 

• Dimond: fi rst Thursdays, 
9 to 11 a.m. at Caffe Diem. 
2224 MacArthur Blvd.

• Laurel: fi rst Saturdays, 
9 to 11 a.m. at World Ground 
Café, 3728 MacArthur Blvd.

• Woodminster: third 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at Woodminster Café, 5020 
Woodminster Lane.

• Melrose: fourth 
Wednesdays, 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
at Melrose Library, 4805 
Foothill Blvd.

A portion of the Metro 
readership area is served by 
District 5. The incumbent is 
Desley Brooks. Noel Gallo 
will take Brooks’ seat on 
Monday, Jan. 7. The District 
5 phone number is 238-7005. 

At-large Councilmember 
Rebecca Kaplan serves the 
entire city. Reach Kaplan at 
238-7008.

Besides knowing your 
councilmember, one of the 
best ways to keep informed 
is to join your Neighborhood 
Crime Prevention Council 
and to get on your local 
neighborhood listservs, and 
go outside and meet your 
neighbors.

METRO STAFF REPORTS
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Your Oakland City Councilmember Libby Schaaf
invites you to visit her and her staff
during her monthly Offi ce Hours.

First Thursdays, 9am at Caffe Diem in Dimond 
(2224 MacArthur Blvd. near Fruitvale)
First Saturdays, 9am at World Ground Cafe in Laurel
(3726 MacArthur Blvd. near 35th Ave.)
Third Saturdays, 10am at Woodminster Cafe
(5020 Woodminster Lane)
Fourth Sundays, 9:30am at Montclair Farmers Market
or in Colonial Donuts (6126 La Salle Ave)
Fourth Wednesdays, 3:30pm at Melrose Library
(4805 Foothill Blvd.)

ADVER TISING
is an extremely affordable option for monthly 
exposure in Oakland. Now circulating 7,000 
issues in the Laurel, Dimond, Redwood Heights, 
Woodminster, Glenview, Melrose, Allendale, High 
Street, Mills College and Fruitvale neighborhoods. 

Also appearing online at MacarthurMetro.org
Write to jcrandall@alamedasun.com for details!

Oakland Parks and 
Recreation Director 
Audree V. Jones-Taylor 

hosted a focus meeting 
on Monday, Dec. 3,  at the 
Allendale Recreation Center. 
Jones-Taylor, who has 
served as the city’s parks 
and recreation director 
since 2004, reminded 
those in attendance 
that recreation is about 
making a positive impact 
on everyone, not just the 
children. 

She told the group that 
her department is looking 
for ways to keep the Parks 
and Recreation Department 
going without having to 
charge its way out of it. 
“We need a steady stream 
of income,” she said. She 
pointed to the potato-chip 
and soda manufacturers 
that are fattening children 
up as prime sources for 
income. “They should pay 
up,” she said. 

Jones-Taylor told her 
audience that she hoped 
the community would look 
at recreation centers like 
Allendale’s as a resource 
center for meetings and 
language training. 

The meeting focused 
on four topics: public 
safety, park hours, capital 

improvement projects and 
dog parks. 

She then addressed 
concerns about each of 
these issues. Members of 
the audience told Jones-
Taylor about gunshots 
ringing out at night in 
Dimond Park and people 
simply ignoring the 9 
p.m. park closure. Some 
in attendance echoed the 
concerns at the pool and 
park, and spoke of the 
broken showers and mold at 
the pool. 

Jones-Taylor told her 
audience that the Parks 
and Recreation Department 
is working on capital 
improvement projects 
like improvements at 
Woodminster and along 
Sausal Creek. “Needs are 
great,” she said. “We need 
partnerships.” The district 
has a partner in the Oakland 
Raiders, who hosted 
children representing 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department at their game 
against the Cleveland 
Browns the day before the 
focus meeting. (See story on 
this page.)  

Members of the audience 
told of the sad state of 
affairs at Joachim Miller 
Park, where they told  
Jones-Taylor that things 
are literally falling apart, 
and many of the trails, the 

Cinderella Trail among 
them, need work. 

The group also heard a 
report about dog parks. A 
spokesperson pointed out 
that while some 40 percent 
of Oaklanders own dogs, 
the city only has fi ve dog 
parks. The evening after the 
meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 4, 
in a 4-3 vote, a majority of 
the City Council supported 
the city’s Lakeview Dog 
Park. 

However, the resolution 
needs fi ve votes. 
Councilmember Jane 
Brunner was absent, and 
the vote has been continued 
until the Tuesday, Dec. 18 
meeting. 

Supporters say that there 
will be no public comment 
period on Dec. 18, just a 
vote.  In the event of a 4-
4 vote, Mayor Jean Quan 
would vote to break the tie.

Contact Dennis Evanosky 
at editor@alamedasun.com.

Raiders Score 
Big in Allendale

On Sunday, Dec. 2 the 
Oakland Raiders 
hosted the Cleveland 

Browns. The Raiders also 
played host to children 
representing the Parks and 
Recreation Department. 
The children served as 
ambassadors in support of 
NFL PLAY 60, a league-wide 
effort to fi ght childhood 
obesity by getting kids 
active for at least 60 
minutes a day.  

The youngsters 
participated in a pre-game 
fi eld presentation, and 
then at half-time they took 
the fi eld for the punt, pass 
and kick competition.  

Parks and Recreation 
will receive a $35,000 Youth 
Fitness Zone Grant to 
improve the playground at 
Brookdale Park, used by 

more than 5,000 children 
from the surrounding area. 

As part of the 
refurbishment, the 
Brookdale Park NFL 
Play 60 Playground will 
incorporate NFL Play 60 
Oakland Raiders logos into 
the rubberized surface 
or on the surrounding 
benches where hundreds 
of park visitors, athletes, 
teams and volunteers use 
the park daily for games, 
programming and leisure.

“The Oakland Raiders 
logo will serve as a 
constant reminder to 
ensure our youth get 
out and play at least 60 
minutes per day,” the 
Raiders stated in a press 
release. “The Youth Fitness 
Zone Grant, awarded by 
the Oakland Raiders and 
NFL Charities, is part of 
the NFL’s commitment to 
health and fi tness.”

METRO STAFF REPORTS
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Oakland Parks and Recreation Director Audree V. Jones-Taylor, standing 
in the center, listens to a question from Park & Recreation Advisory Board 
Commissioner Paul Rosenbloom at the Dec. 3 meeting in Allendale. 

Focusing on Parks, Recreation

Laundry Farm Canyon 
carries the Horseshoe 
Creek branch of Leona 

Creek from its headwaters 
on today’s Merritt College 
campus. The creek fl ows 
through the redwoods 
and enters Laundry Farm 
Canyon near Leona Lodge 
on Mountain Boulevard. 
It then meanders south to 
Leona Creek, where it drains 
into Lake Aliso on the Mills 
College campus. 

Around 1851, J. C. and 
Catherine Davis started 
ferrying San Francisco’s 
dirty laundry to a landing 
on San Leandro Bay at the 
mouth of Leona Creek near 
the site of today’s Oakland 
Coliseum. 

They hauled their 
begrimed cargo up to 
Horseshoe Creek. Here 
their laundrymen and 
washerwomen washed, 
bleached and dried the 
clothes. The Davises 

perched a laundry shack on 
the hillside above the creek 
on the same side of the hill 
where Chabot Observatory 
would later stand. 

The canyon took on 
the enterprise’s name — 
Laundry Farm. 

The 1870 census carries 
no mention of the Davises’ 
“laundry farm.” 

So, it may have been 
sometime in the 1860s, 
during a rainy winter storm, 
that J.C. and Catherine 
Davis watched helplessly 
while their shack slid down 
the hill to the bottom of 
the canyon. The Davises 
moved their business to the 
safer fl atlands. They set up 
in West Oakland, naming 
their venture “Contra Costa 
Laundry.”

Despite the absence 
of the washerwomen, 
seamstresses and 
laundrymen, the name 
“Laundry Farm” stuck. 

From Dennis Evanosky’s 
book Oakland’s Laurel 
District.

BY DENNIS EVANOSKY “Needs 
are great... 
we need 
partnerships.”

— Audree V. Jones-Taylor 
Oakland Parks and 
Recreation Director

Leona’s Laundry Farm
BY DENNIS EVANOSKY
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capture an image, has taken 
him all over the country 
and to work with all sorts of 
people. 

He’s worked on projects 
with presidents Bill 
Clinton and George H. W. 
Bush. He worked on the 
second two installments 
of the film The Matrix. He’s 
worked with countless 
celebrities including 
James Earl Jones, Paul 
Newman, Patty Duke, and 
Cameron Diaz. And among 
his favorite experiences 
he notes his time with 
Charles Osgood on a TV 
production that explored 
Hearst Castle. 

A look at Jimmy’s resume 
would make your head swim 
and you’d soon realize that 
you’ve on many occasions 
seen his work, whether it 
was on a TV car commercial 
or a movie. There are several 
reasons why he works all 
the time in an industry that’s 
nearly impossible to have a 
career in. 

First of all, he loves what 
he does, it’s creativity and 
it’s challenges. And second, 
Jimmy loves people, as all 
who know him love him. So 
if you happen to be driving 
somewhere or out for a 
walk and come across a 
fella walking with two Jack 
Russell Terriers who go 
by the names Dottie and 
Dexter, stop and say hello. 
You’ll be glad you did. 

Larry Laverty is carrying 
on a family tradition of his 
own: Writing for the Metro. 

NCPC has expanded into a 
combination Thanksgiving 
pot luck (complete with 
juggling and poetry), 
meeting, and a place to bring 
donations for holiday meals. 
This year the lovely table 
overfl owed with salads to 
pies, and 18 families in need, 
chosen by Horace Mann 
School and the Discovery 
Center, received a turkey 
plus cans and packages of 
side dishes and trimmings. 
The meals were delivered in 
boxes decorated by young 
Discovery Center artists. 
NCPC chair Preston Turner 
praised the generosity 
and hard work of the MHH 
community, the Steering 
Committee, Horace Mann 
School, Desley Brooks’ and 
Libby Schaaf’s City Council 
offi ces, the Discovery Center, 
and Isler’s Market. 

 
Early signs of spring

Our tree is fl owering. The
Metro back to life.

 
Adelle Foley can be 

reached at jandafoley@
sbcglobal.net

Renowned pianist 
and composer Dave 
Brubeck passed 

away  in Norwalk, Conn. on 
Dec. 5, the day before his 
92nd birthday. Brubeck, 
whose recording “Time 
Out” brought jazz into 
mainstream America, had 
some very local ties. 

He was born in Concord. 
After serving in Gen. George 
S. Patton’s Third Army 
in World War II, Brubeck 
pursued graduate studies 
with French composer 
Darius Milhaud at Mills 
College. 

In an interview with 
Oakland Magazine, Brubeck 
recalled how the Dave 
Brubeck Quartet formed, 
fi rst as an octet, at Mills 
College.

“The octet was born 
right in Milhaud’s class,” 
Brubeck told the magazine. 
“When he [Milhaud] said, 
‘How many of you play jazz?’ 
We all started thinking, 
‘Uh oh, is this going to be 
like all the other teachers 
in conservatories,’ but we 
raised our hands anyway.”

“I’d like you to write for 
the jazz instrumentation,” 
Brubeck recalls his teacher 
saying. 

“And that’s the way the 
octet was born.” 

Milhaud even got the 
musicians their fi rst concert 
on the Mills campus.  

“I think quite a few 
romances and some 
marriages came out of that,” 
Brubeck said. 

Brubeck had weekly 
private lessons with 
Milhaud, but he never got 
a Mills diploma because he 
didn’t complete a fi nal exam 
in one of his classes. 

He left Mills in 1949 to 

Late Jazz Musician Brubeck 
Had Ties to Mills College

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Dave Brubeck posed for this picture in 1954, fi ve 
years after he left his studies at Mills College.

“And there is a time where you 
can be beyond yourself. You can 
be better than your technique. 
You can be better than most of 
your usual ideas. And this is a 
whole other category that you 
can get into.”

— Dave Brubeck

BY DENNIS EVANOSKY

form the Dave Brubeck 
Trio with Cal Tjader and 
Norman Bates. In 1951, 
Paul Desmond joined the 
group, which then became 
the Dave Brubeck Quartet. 
Although he failed to 

graduate in 1949, Brubeck 
returned to Mills College 33 
years later, in 1982, when 
the school bestowed an 
honorary Doctor of Fine 
Arts degree on the now-
world-class musician.  

DD ee nn nn ii ss EE vv aa nn oo ss kk yy
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Oakland’s Laurel District 
by Dennis Evanosky

The comprehensive overview of the 
Island’s domestic architecture. To order 
this 88-page book send a check for $25 

made out to Alameda Sun to 3215J 
Encinal Ave. Alameda CA 94501

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 263-1472

A Guide to the Laurel District’s History

administration’s fi ve-year 
fi nancial plan offered a 
different scenario. Noting 
that the monthly offi cer 
attrition rate was 4.75 in 
2011 and 4.25 through 
September 2012, the 
administration assumes 
the downward trend 
will continue and that a 
reasonable attrition rate is 
four offi cers per month. The 
administration estimates 
it will take six years, until 
fall 2018, to build the 
department to 803 offi cers.

The administration’s 
hope that the attrition 
rate will fall is probably 
not realistic. Many offi cers 
report that OPD’s morale is 
very poor. If the department 
is ordered into receivership, 
morale will probably 
worsen. And 10 miles away, 
San Francisco has a major 
campaign to hire and train 
new and lateral offi cers, 
so Oakland’s police have 

other readily available 
employment options. 

If the Quan 
administration’s most 
optimistic assumptions are 
right, and Oakland holds 
academies twice yearly, it 
will take six years to get to 
803 offi cers, eight years to 
reach 900 and 11 years to 
get to 1,000. 

If we use Jordan’s 
assumptions, the process 

will take years longer.
Oakland is a city with a 

tragic murder rate and an 
intolerable rate of violent 
crime. These have worsened 
as Oakland has stood by 
and allowed its police 
department to shrink. If 
public safety is truly our top 
priority, city leaders must 
focus on reversing the trend 
of the last four years. And 
we cannot wait six years, let 

alone 12 or 15, for that to 
happen.

Bruce Nye is an Oakland 
resident and a board member 
of Make Oakland Better 
Now!, a citizens group 
advocating for public safety, 
transparency, accountability 
and budget reform. 

For more information, visit 
www.Oaktalk.com and www.
MakeOaklandBetterNow.org.

Rebuilding OPD Painful in Current Economic Times
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Oakland 
Landscaping

Since 1976

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE

BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY
DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES

GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS
EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS:

ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

                 California
            Landscape
      Contractors
  Association

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC.#662406

(510) 635-1779
 5900 COLISEUM WAY l OAKLAND

Providing Home Maintenance • Planning for large and small projects
510-326-6982  www.homeprojectchamp.com

Another 
Woman 
Owned 
Businessmaking life a little easier CHAMPCHAMPHOMEHOME PROPROJECTECT
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MONEY HONEYS

$1000 and above
Oakland Veterinary Hospital

Special acknowledgement 
for the gift of $2,500
Reuben Goldberg & 

Eileen Carlin-Goldberg

Special acknowledgement 
for the gift of $2,000

Karen Long

$500 up to $999
Anonymous

$150 up to $499
Gary and Caroline Yee 

Lease Wong, Komodo Toys, In 
loving memory of Ryan Yee

Michael T. Anderson
Janet Broughton
Andreas Jones

Jeff Kelley & Hung Liu
Scott Wikstrom & 

Joy Villafranca
Eleanor Dunn

William Ince & 
Nancy Scott-Ince

Diane McCan, Realtor
John Torpey
Judith Offer

Sheila D’Amico
Dal & Virginia Sellman

Anonymous in memory of 
Oscar Grant and 
Chauncey Bailey
Douglas Ferguson

$50 up to $150
Loraine Bonner

Amy Darling, William 
Thompson & Eliza Jane 

Thompson
Nancy Erb & Richard Kolbert

Sarah Finnegan
Anne Fox

Karen Kavanagh
Natalya Nicoloff

Gary McDGen Katz
Toni Locke

Andretta I.R. Fowler
Daniel Swafford
Phillis Robbiano

Una Stephens-Hardy
Joan Warren & Dan May
Paige Bence & John Lee

Patrice Anderson
Kathleen M. Burke
Liz Hendrickson

Laurel District Association
Phnom Penh Restaurant

Anne Stafford
Carolyn R. Adams

Maureen & Jim Holtan
Lynn Ireland

Gordon & Marjorie Laverty in 
honor of Toni Locke

Sue Morgan & Don Braden
Susan & Ted Tanisawa

Sharon Toth
Anonymous (3)

Michael & Margaret Arighi
Chiye Azuma & Steve Leikin

Jody Berke
Larwrence J. & Margaret O. 

Bowerman
Michael Broad

Kathy & Phil Caskey
Toni Clark

John Coffey
Craig Cooper

Deborah Cooper
Richard Cowan & 
Kathleen Collins

Bena Currin
Denise Davila & Hugo Evans

Dimond Improvement 
Association

Lean Duckett
Jum Eggleston & 
Susanne Paradis

Clifford Falloon & Joan Dark
Farmer Joe’s/MacArthur

Shoshana and David Finacom
Betty Foote
John Frando

Greg & Nancy Fredericks
Tom & Jo Ann George

Amy Graybeal
Cameron Habel & 
Debbie Linderman

Fruitvale Unity NCPC
George & Sharon Higgins

Erin Hughes
Beverly James

Leslie Ann Jones
Tanya Joyce

Martin Kahn & Cheryl Guyer
C. Chris Kidney & Patrice 

Wagner
Scott & Stella Lamb 

Marion Lee
Kimra McAfee in honor of 

the great work of The Friends 
of Sausal Creek Board of 

Directors
Bill Milny

Madeline Moore
Margaret O’Halloran & 

Chris Lutz
Patricia Quinn

Robert & Patricia Raburn
Courtney Peddle & 

Pamela Magnuson-Peddle
Kathleen Rolinson

Fred Russillo
Adina Sara

Mary & Anna Seastrand
Karen Schroeder

Wade & Virginia Sherwood
Keiko Shimada
William R., Jr & 
Helen J. Shyvers

E. Elizabeth Summers
Laurie Umeh

David Valstrom/Laurel Ace 
Hardware

Victoria Wake
Hal Wine & 

Lori Kershner-Wine
Michael Wirgler & 

Nancy Taylor
Susan Witcoff & 
Aimee Waldman

Philip Wong & Lisa Lemus
Sara Wynne & Shel Wald
Anonymous in honor of 

Chauncey Bailey
Carolyn R. Adams

Russ Bruno & Susanne Lea
Eugene Crenshaw

Adrienne Debisschop
Michael Ferro

Jack & Adelle Foley
T. Gary & Kathleen Rogers 

Supporting Family Foundation
Gretchen Greene

Jeffrey & Judy Greenhouse
Anne Gregan-Ver
George Hauser

JoAnn Herr
Nancy & Muigai Karigaca

Vickie Kawakami
Elizabeth Kean
Leonore Kish

Richard Kolbert
LeCoif Beauty Lounge

Charles Piller & Surry Bunnell
The Prchlik Family

Christine Ralls
Rochelle Rodgers

Joyce Stanek
Donna Straff

Nancy Lindsay & 
Tim Vendlinski

John Waite
Renais Winter & Douglas Stone

Anonymous in honor of 
M.J. Barnes

Anonymous in honor of 
Dal Sellman

Anonymous in honor of 
Gloria Wilmer

Constance Dalton
Jane Stallman

Lesley and Gloria Wilmer
Jeanne Nixon

John and Claude Elk
Jeffrey Green & 

Patricia Dombrink

The Metro acknowledges contributions of $50 or more 
by listing your name or business as a Money Honey for 

10 issues. You keep our paper alive and well.

RALPH’S
FURNITURE 

SALE!
• Plasma TVs
• LCD TVs

• New & Used 
Furniture

• VCR • Stereos 
and More!

Chest of  Drawers ................ $49
Sofa & Love ....................... $399
5-Piece Dining Set .............$169
Bunk Bed w/mattress....... $269
Twin Bed w/mattress ........$159
Sofa Bed .............................$199
STORE HOURS

10:00 am - 5:30 pm
Open Tues-Sat

3481 38th Ave.
Oakland, CA 94619

Store: (510) 531-4818

A city, like a diamond, 
has many facets. 
Allendale, one of 

Oakland’s facets, began 
as a nameless remote 
settlement of four cottages 
along Fairweather Street. 
In 1899, the street bore the 
new name Allendale, for 
James Allen, president of 
Jones, Allen and Company, 
the real-estate fi rm that 
developed the area. About 
60 families settled in 
Allendale with its store and 
improvement club.”

By 1904, a Methodist 
church, a bakery, Arnold’s 
Butcher Shop, Verweber’s 
Hardware Store and 
Herman’s Saloon had 
risen on Allendale Avenue, 
refl ecting the prosperity of 
the community. One block 
over from Allendale on 
Penniman Avenue stood 
Fruitvale School No. 3 the 
Allendale School.

The school had 18 
classrooms for 809 
students. Built to relieve the 
overcrowding at Fruitvale 
School No. 1 at Boston 
Street and County Road 
#47 (School Street), the 
Allendale School educated 
the children who lived from 
Old County Road (Foothill 
Boulevard) to the Laurel 
Grove District (embracing 
Laurel and Maple Avenues).

The school’s fi rst 

principal, Miss Alice V. 
Baxley, managed a staff 
of eleven teachers. In an 
interview in the Oakland 
Tribune, Frank Paulsen, a 
former student at Fruitvale 
School No. 3, remembered 
school picnics at the 
Laundry Farm in Leona 
Heights and the usual round 
of spelling bees.

Paulsen spoke of special 
occasions when local Civil 
War veteran Mr. Dietzman 
visited. Dietzman had 
served as drummer boy. He 
told thrilling stories about 
the drum that helped win 
the war.”

Victims of the 1906 
earthquake and the ensuing 
fi re in San Francisco settled 
in and around Allendale. In 
1909, pioneer resident Knut 
Bergendahl, a motor man 
at the Oakland Traction 
Company, helped bring 
a streetcar line through 
Allendale. The J-line ran up 
Liese Avenue (38th Avenue) 
and ended at Hopkins Street 
(MacArthur Boulevard).

A mammoth barbecue 
was held at Liese and 
Allendale Avenues to mark 
the occasion,” Paulsen 
said. The population soon 
boomed and there were 
more students for the 
school.”

Allendale was annexed to 
the City of Oakland in 1909. 
One more facet of the city’s 
diamond had been cut by its 
early residents. 

The Tale of Allendale
BY DENNIS EVANOSKY

PHOTOS BY JERRY SCHEBERIES

The Roberts family gas station once stood along Hopkins Street (today’s 
MacArthur Boulevard). Underground gas tanks from this station may have 
contributed to the problems at the site.

Senior Housing Site Has 
Questionable History

For many years there 
has been speculation 
about a senior-

housing development 
on the southeast corner 
of MacArthur Boulevard 
and High Street, but 
there has always been 
more disappointment 

than progress. The state 
of California has placed 
the property on the 
Cortese List. The list, 
created by California State 
Assemblyman Dominic 
Cortese in 1985, provides 
the locations of hazardous 
sites in California. A 
property on the list cannot 
be developed on until 
the owner removes the 
hazardous components, 
underground gas tanks in 
this case. 

According to historian 
Steven Lavoie, industries, 
ranging from a railroad 
to a tire store have 
contaminated the property 
for the past 125 years.  

W. W. Woodard’s 
California Railway Company 
began running its train from 
Alameda to Leona Heights in 
1887 from Fruitvale Station 
to Beulah Park, near today’s 
Home of Peace. The railway 
later extended its run to 
Leona Heights. 

Forty years later, in 1927, 
a brick building went up 
on the site to house the 
Roberts Coal Co. 

In 1940, a Safeway, 
also constructed by the 
Roberts family, opened on 
the property. The Roberts 
family built a concrete-block 

BY MORGAN MCGOWAN

See  Look i ng ,  page  8
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LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 Macarthur 530-1966
Open M-F 8-7, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-4
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Dimond Library Events

Where Hip Dogs and Cool Cats Shop
Mon-Thurs 10-7, Fri & Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5 • pawsnclawsoakland.com

3436 Dimond Ave. (off MacArthur) • 510.336.0105

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

10% OFF
Toys,
Beds,
and

Apparel
with this ad.

Expires 1/31/13

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

Visit www.SusanJeffries.com for our Blog & “Divorce Roadmap”

SUSAN L. JEFFRIES,  JD, LUM(Tax)

 Master’s Degree in Tax Law
 31 Years Tax Experience
 Past-chair of State & County 

   Tax & Family Law Committees

Marriage  Divorce  Children  Property
Exceptional Expertise in all Divorce Issues

Effective, Aggressive and Affordable Representation

Over 20 years experience
Protect your marital rights:

 Property rights analysis
 Custody & Visitation schedules
 Spousal & Child support
 Pre & Post Marital agreements
 Financial & Tax advice
 Trial litigation & Expert negotiation
 Regular reports & explanations 

     throughout the process

Call now to protect your marital rights: MEMBER

10 Years Voted

“BEST ATTORNEY”

ANG Newspapers 93-03

LAUREL SMILE DENTISTRYLAUREL SMILE DENTISTRY
A Caring and Gentle DentistA Caring and Gentle Dentist

Affordable, friendly staff, clean environment 
& modern technology!

$99 cleaning, exam 
& x-rays
coupon expires: 12/31/12

Mussie Sibhatu, DDS, MSMussie Sibhatu, DDS, MS
3630 MacArthur Blvd.  •  www.dentistoaklandca.com
To make an appointment, callTo make an appointment, call  (510) 530-3317  (510) 530-3317

auto shop on the site in 
1950. In 1966 the Safeway 
was moved down High 
Street to the site of today’s 
Walgreen’s and Sue Trapiano 
opened Laurel Liquors in the 
old Safeway building. Laurel 
Liquors operated for 25 
years until a rape occurred 
outside the building in 
1991, and authorities 
shut the  business down 
after an investigation that 
revealed illegal operations 
surrounding the store. After 
nearly 90 years of business 
on the site, the Roberts 
family went out of business 
as Roberts Tires in 1996.

Since Laurel Liquors 
and Roberts Tires closed, 
several fast-food restaurants 
have attempted to move 
into the area. Neighborhood 
alliances, who strongly 
oppose the presence of a 
fast-food restaurant on the 
site, kept them from moving 
in. In 2001, soil sampling 
of the site conducted by 
the Department of Toxic 
Substances Control found 
that unpaved sections of the 
site contained hazardous 
levels of lead. 

Months later, the 
neighborhood eagerly 
welcomed the arrival of an 
Everett & Jones restaurant, 
when Dorothy King 
purchased the property.  

King expressed a desire 
to purchase the last piece 
of property on the site that 
belonged to Pacifi c Gas & 
Electric Co. (PG&E). PG&E 
accepted King’s offer on 
the property, but the sale 
was put on hold when the 
utility went into bankruptcy. 
King’s plan to build her 
restaurant on the property 
was also interrupted 
when authorities claimed 
gas tanks are buried 
underground on the site. 
The tanks might be from the 
Roberts family gas station. 

The Everett & Jones 
restaurant was never 
constructed on this site. In 
2006, plans to build a senior 
housing development on the 
site were put into effect, but 

then halted in 2008 because 
of the toxicity of the ground. 
Today this corner remains 
empty, and will probably not 
be built on anytime soon 
unless someone decides to 
clean up this gateway to the 
Laurel.

Morgan McGowan is a 
MacArthur Metro intern. 
Contact him at editor@
alamedasun.com.

PHOTO BY MORGAN MCGOWAN

The location of the Roberts Gas Station today. Compare this with the photo on 
page 7.

In 2001, the 
Department 
of Toxic Substances 
Control found 
the site contained 
hazardous levels 
of lead. 

Tuesday, Dec. 18. 
6:30 p.m., Spanish 

Conversation Group: 
Improve your Spanish 
speaking skills and learn 
new vocabulary. Participants 
should be familiar with the 
basics. Drop-ins welcome. 

7 p.m. Family Storytime 
Stories, songs, and rhymes 
for all ages. 

7 p.m. Winter Holiday 
Sing-along with Sandi Morey: 
Bring a plate of cookies 
to share, drinks will be 
provided.

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
10:15 a.m., Baby Bounce: 

Play, sing, and rhyme one-
on-one with your baby from 
birth to 18 months; followed 
by playtime.

11 a.m., Toddler 
Storytime Songs: Active 
rhymes, and stories for ages 
18 months to three years.

Thursday, Dec. 20 
3:30 p.m., Teen 

Thursdays: Join other teens 
for video and board games, 
movies, crafts, and snacks 
or come by just to chat.

Wednesday, Jan. 2
10:15 a.m., Baby Bounce: 

Play, sing, and rhyme one-
on-one with your baby from 
birth to 18 months; followed 
by playtime.

11 a.m., Toddler 
Storytime Songs: Active 
rhymes, and stories for ages 
18 months to 3 years.

Thursday, Jan. 3 
3:30 p.m., Teen 

Thursdays: Join other teens 
for video and board games, 
movies, crafts, and snacks 
or come by just to chat. 

Friday, Jan. 4
3:30 p.m., LEGO Mania: 

Design, build, and explore 
with thousands of LEGOs. 

Tuesday, Jan. 8 
6:30 p.m. Book Discussion 

Group: Join us for some 
spirited conversation 
about this month’s book. 
Call the library for current 
title. Group meets second 
Tuesday of each month.

Thursday, Jan. 10 
3:30 p.m., Teen 

Thursdays: Join other teens 
for video and board games, 
movies, crafts, and snacks 
or come by just to chat. 

Friday, Jan. 11 
3:30 p.m., LEGO Mania: 

Design, build, and explore 
with thousands of LEGOs.

Saturday, Jan. 12
11 a.m., Lead Safety for 

your Home and Family: 
Learn how to keep your 
home and your family 
lead free. Bring in toys 
and dishes and test their 
lead safety. Christine 
Cordero, from the Center for 
Environmental Health, will 
present this program for all 
ages.
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