
By Dossie H. Terrell 

One of Oakland’s best-kept 
secrets may be the array of 
life-saving, safety and qual-

ity-of-life resources the Oakland 
Police Department (OPD) has made 
available to residents. On Friday 
afternoon, May 9, OPD hosted 
its third annual community open 
house. In an agenda that spanned 
two hours, OPD Chief Sean Whent 
and Deputy Chief Daniella M. Outlaw 
made brief introductions and recog-
nized deserving staff members.

The Skyline High School jazz band 
entertained the crowd admirably. 
Three young girls from the Mormon 
Church, garbed in colorful dresses 
and tiaras, provided polished inter-
pretations of “blessing dance.”

Food and refreshments were 
plenteous, but the number of visi-
tors was never very large. 

Colorful balloons attached to 
tables laden with pamphlets and 
goodies bobbled in the air as officers 
greeted visitors outside the station. 

OPD exhibited a Special 
Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) tank 
on Washington Street. An officer 
answered questions while keeping 
an eye on starry-eyed youngsters 
as they scampered in and out of the 
vehicle. 

OPD also displayed “Zodiac,” its 
fast-moving, inflatable boat, which 
provides port and homeland securi-
ty. Officers even set up a command 
post with the mammoth van that 
serves as a mobile headquarters. 
Officers spoke to the grownups 
about the function of surveillance 
cameras and other electronics 
devices in the van, while allowing 
curious children to manipulate all 
those joy sticks.

Tables that represented OPD’s 
five areas featured oversized maps 
and photographs of problem-solv-
ing officers and others assigned to 

every community in the city. Officers 
spoke positively about their work 
with the 44 active Neighborhood 
Crime Prevention Councils (NCPC). 
The NCPCs are comprised of folks 
within each neighborhood through-
out the city who partner with OPD 
to address community concerns. 
For information about your area, go 
to www.oaklandnet.com and click 
on government. Scroll down to the 
OPD. Once there, go to “Find your 
officer.” You might also want to click 
on “residents” to get to know other 
services OPD offers.

Officers across these five areas 
told me that there’d been a reduc-

A v e n u e . 
She was 
in a Ford 
M u s t a n g 
that had 
c r a s h e d 
head on 
with a 
N i s s a n 
while the 
Mustang’s 
driver was fleeing police. 

Whent was promoted to ser-
geant that same year. 

In 2005 the department 
transferred him to a desk job in 
Internal Affairs. Whent expressed 
his disappointment with the deci-
sion, saying he’d rather work the 
streets and arrest bad guys.  The 
following year Whent pinned on 
his lieutenant bars. The depart-
ment put him in charge of Internal 
Affairs in 2009, and promoted him 
to captain in 2010. Two years 
later, in February 2012, Whent 
became deputy, and last year 
Quan appointed him interim chief.
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Police Dept. Hosts Third 
Open House for Residents

Whent Named Chief

tion in certain crimes. Officer L. 
Arreola said that she believes it’s 
because there’s more communi-
ty interaction, and residents are 
opening up more.  She said that 
in the West Oakland neighborhood 
she serves concerns center around 
sideshows, drugs and graffiti. 
Statistically, burglary, homicide and 
shootings are down, however. 

Inside the headquarters building 
crime lab technicians were ready 
to answer questions and explain 
how they do their jobs. The expe-
rience here really opened my eyes 
to the complications that OPD

See  POL ICE ,  page  6

By Bruce Nye

Many Oaklanders believe 
the Oakland Police 
Department (OPD) is 

understaffed. A May 7 Survey 
USA Poll shows 77 percent agree-
ing that the City 
of Oakland has 
“not enough 
officers.” Mayor 
Quan and 
her election 
c h a l l e n g e r s 
Bryan Parker, 
Courtney Ruby, 
Joe Tuman, 
Libby Schaaf 
and Dan Siegel 
have all advo-
cated for increasing the size 
of the police department, 
proposing goals of anywhere 
from 700 to 925 sworn offi-
cers. Meanwhile, OPD recently 
reported sworn staffing of 652, 
thirty-seven fewer officers than 
the city employed in July, 2010 
after laying off 80 officers.

What is the optimum number 
of officers for OPD? While near-
ly everyone agrees the num-
ber is higher than 652, there is 
seemingly no consensus on the 
correct number or how we get 
there. As with so many debates 
in Oakland, the discussion of 
this subject often seems driven 
by ideology and beliefs rather 
than facts.  

It does not have to be this 
way. There is a tool available to 
measure how many officers we 
need. Use of this tool has been 
recommended by Oakland’s 
public safety consultant, and is 
available at a modest cost. 

Professor James McCabe, 
Ph.D., a Senior Associate with 
the International City/County 
Management Association 
(“ICMA”) Center of Public Safety 

has studied optimum police 
deployment in 61 American 
cities. He observes that there 
are four commonly used mod-
els for assessing staffing needs 
that don’t work: the per-cap-

ita approach 
(i.e., each city 
should have 
X officers per 
thousand in 
the popu-
lation); the 
crime trends 
approach (“we 
have higher 
crime, so we 
need more 
officers”); min-
imum staffing 

levels set either by past prac-
tice; and the “authorized bud-
get” approach — i.e., “what can 
we afford?”

Instead of these, Professor 
McCabe suggests the “60/60 
rule” which, if followed, results 
in the right number of officers: 

• At least 60 percent of the 
department’s sworn staffing 
should be assigned to patrol.

• No more than 60 percent 
of officer time should be spent 
responding to calls for service. 
The balance of the time should 
be spent on problem solving, 
proactive policing, community 
involvement, beat-related quali-
ty-of-life issues, and other activ-
ity normally considered part of 
“community policing.” 

In his memorandum to the 
City of Oakland last December, 
Strategic Policy Partners’ Robert 
Wasserman recommended that 
the city undertake a resource 
deployment study to find out 
how many officers it needed. 
We have learned that the ICMA 
undertakes studies for as little as 

How Many Officers 
Does Oakland Need? 

By Dennis Evanosky

On Wednesday, May 13, Mayor 
Jean Quan announced that 
she decided to make Oakland 

Police Department’s (OPD) Interim 
Police Chief Sean Whent’s job per-
manent. The decision came almost 
one year to the day that Whent 
took over OPD’s top job.  

On May 10, 2013, Whent stepped 
into fill the spot that now-Captain 
Anthony Toribo left vacant after 
just two days on the job. Toribo 
took over when Howard Jordon 
stepped down. Jordan served as 
chief for just 15 months. He cited 
health reasons for leaving. 

Whent has 20 years under 
his belt with OPD. He joined the 
force as a cadet in May 1994. He 
graduated from the academy and 
became a sworn officer in 1996.

In 2003 the department award-
ed Whent the Medal of Valor for 
his actions on June 20 of that year. 
Whent risked his own life when 
pulling a woman from a burning car 
on MacArthur Boulevard near 82nd 

City of Oakland

Sean Whent

Dimond 
Mural 
Feted
Artist and muralist 

Debbie Koppman, 
third from left, 

talks about her creation 
in the Dimond District on 
Wednesday, May 14. 
Councilwoman Libby 
Schaaf, far left, and Mayor 
Jean Quan, second from 
left, attended the mural’s 
dedication ceremony. 
Master of ceremonies BART 
director Robert Rabun 
stands to Koppman’s left 
along with members of 
the Prescott Players who 
provided the entertainment. 
Read more about the mural 
on page 6. 

See  OAKLAND,  page  2

As with so 
many debates 
in Oakland, the 
discussion of this 
subject often seems 
driven by ideology 
and beliefs rather 
than facts.  



May 20142

Opinions & Editorials

ISSN 1091-1111

Managing Editor
Dennis Evanosky

Web 
Brian Holmes

Creative Director
Eric J. Kos

Editors Emeritae
Toni Locke 
Sheila D’Amico

Board of Directors
Jody Berke
Elizabeth Callaway
Bena Currin
Helen da Silva
David Finacom
Toni Locke
Elizabeth Preston
Printing by Southwest Offset 
Printing, San Jose, California 
(408) 232-5160

Opinions expressed in the 
MacArthur Metro are those of 
the contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views 
held by the publication. 

©2012 by the MacArthur Metro, 
P.O. Box 19046 
Oakland, CA 94619
www.macarthurmetro.org
(510) 287-2655
themacmetro@gmail.com

We welcome 
your news and ads; 
deadline the 10th.

The Metro is 
published on the 

Monday closest to 
the 15th of each 

month except 
January and July.

I want to support ThE METrO
	 r ThE ThOUSAND FrIENDS (A tax-deductible donation of $10 to $49)

	 r MONEY hONEYS (A tax-deductible donation of $50 or more)

	 r SUBSCrIPTION ($25 for one year/10 issues)

Name ____________________________________

Address __________________________________

City ______________________ Zip _________ Email _________________

Mail to The MacArthur Metro, P.O. Box 19046, Oakland, CA 94619
To contribute by credit card, go to www.macarthurmetro.org. Click on Network for Good.

RESOURCE NUMBERS, 
WEBSITES, EMAILS
If in danger or to report  
a crime in progress: 911

From a cell phone in  
Oakland: 777-3211

Non Emergency:
777-3333

Drug activity (voice mail):
238-DRUG

Abandoned Cars:
238-6030

Animal Control:
535-5602

Subscribe to OPD alerts:
http://localnixle.com/register

Illegal dumping, graffiti, 
potholes, etc: 615-5566

www.seeclickfix.com/oakland
pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com

City website:
www2.oaklandnet.com

Assistance Center:
444-CITY

A Safe Place, domestic 
violence center: 536-7233

Macarthur Metro website: 
www.MacarthurMetro.org

Cartoon by Joe Heller

THE 
MaCarTHur 

METrO 
LETTErs POLiCy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not  
necessarily reflect the opinions 
of the MacArthur Metro, its 
advertisers or staff.

Letters to the Editor are  
welcome from the community. 
Letters must include a name and 
phone number for verification 
purposes. Unsigned letters will 
not be printed.

Letters are subject to editing for 
length, clarification and legal 
considerations. Please try to 
limit letters to 250 words.

Mail your letters to Editor, 
MacArthur Metro, P.O. Box 
19046, Oakland, CA 94619 or  
e-mail them to editor@alameda 
sun.com.

$50,000. Here is how it works: First, 
ICMA looks at what percentage of 
officers are deployed to patrol. 
That should be an easy determina-
tion; it just is not readily publicly 
available now. 

Then, as ICMA explains, it 
focuses on information captured 
in a department’s computer-aid-
ed dispatch (CAD) system. ICMA 
extracts one year’s worth of CAD 
calls for service and dispatch data 
in order to explore demand for 
police services. The analysis focus-
es on three main areas: workload, 
deployment and response times. 
These three areas are related 
almost exclusively to patrol oper-
ations, which constitute the most 
significant portion of nearly any 
police department’s personnel and 
financial commitment.

Next, ICMA studies two four-
week sample periods. Every 911 
call for these two periods is iso-
lated and the total amount of time 
spent handling each call is calcu-
lated. Once these calculations are 
made, the data is converted into 
tables and charts that display the 
demand for police services in hour-

ly increments. Beyond this, ICMA 
looks at population, crime, patrol 
staffing, total number of calls for 
service, response times, total ser-
vice time for calls for service and 
the 90th percentile response time 
for calls for service to evaluate 
department staffing decisions.

The percentage of time devoted 
to response to calls for service 
is referred to as the “saturation 
rate.” When the saturation rate 
reaches 60 percent or more, even 
for part of a shift, officers have no 
time or resources to do anything 
but respond to calls or prepare to 
respond to calls. 

The department and the public 
it serves lose the benefit of prob-
lem solving by officers, because 
there is no time. 

A police department can reduce 
its saturation rate by changing the 
rules on call for services — for 
example, responding only to calls 
that need a police officer — or by 
increasing the number of officers 
available to respond. 

This is important for Oakland 
because of another key Strategic 
Policy Partners’ recommendation: 
that the City change its policy on 
responding to calls for service so 
that patrol officers respond to calls 

only when an officer’s response 
will make a difference. We have 
been told that the police depart-
ment has had a plan to do this 
ready to roll out for well over a 
year, but that the administration 
has failed to authorize the roll-out. 

What does all of this mean for 
Oakland? It’s really quite simple. 
The city should first implement 
the call for service-reduction plan. 
Then it should ensure that no offi-
cers are performing tasks that low-
er-paid civilians could perform.

 When these steps have been 
in place for a reasonable period of 
time, the city should contract with 
ICMA for a resource allocation 
study, and find out once and for all 
how many police officers Oakland 
needs. 

Paying for the increased num-
ber of officers will not be easy. 
But once we know how many offi-
cers we need, the city can develop 
and implement a long-term plan to 
identify funds for hiring and train-
ing. And we will all know what the 
goal is and why.

Bruce Nye is an Oakland resi-
dent and a board member of Make 
Oakland Better Now! For more infor-
mation visit www.OakTalk.com and 
www.MakeOaklandBetterNow.com. 

A homeless  
point of view
Editor:

I am one of the homeless people 
who live near High Street in the 
Laurel District. I want you to know 
that the homeless just want to get 
out of the cold. To do that we some-
times occupy abandoned homes. 
If the person who owns that aban-
doned property would work with us 
everyone would win. The landlord 
wouldn’t have to put out money to 
fix up the home.

Some of us have income. That 
means that there are people who 
would help us with first and last 
month’s rent and some would come 
in and fix the home up. We are will-
ing to work if there is someone who 
would give us a job. 

This would help the Oakland 
homeless and also crime would go 
down around the Laurel District. All 
we need is a helping hand sometimes. 
We would love Oakland to just work 
with us. God loves you and so do we.

— Ivy Lynn Smith

OAKLAND: How many more officers?
Continued from page 1

Help Keep the Metro’s Voice Alive
By Dennis Evanosky

In October 2012 Councilwoman 
Libby Schaaf invited me to a meet-
ing at the Fruitvale Presbyterian 

Church. The MacArthur Metro was 
breathing its last. Could I do any-
thing to revive it? 

I thought I could if I were able to 
run the Metro in a way not dissimilar 
to the way my businesss partner, 

Eric Kos, and I run the Alameda Sun. 
Eric agreed. Members of the com-
munity stepped up to help. David 
Finacom worked tirelessly to form a 
new board of directors. Former edi-
tor Toni Locke and seasoned proof-
reader Jody Burke not only offered 
to help, but joined the board. 

Betsy Callaway stepped up as 
a board member and has worked 
with Eric and I to iron out legal and 

business details. Helen da Silva 
and Ben Currin graciously offered 
their time, and we were able to put 
the December 2012/January 2013 
issue out. 

Eric redesigned the paper to 
give it fresher look. We decided to 
expand the paper to include the 
Glenview and more of the Fruitvale 
neighborhood. We also decided to  
give Metro readers broader cov-

erage and invited Bruce Nye and 
Dossie Terrell aboard to cover the 
city of Oakland for us. 

I unleashed my old “junkyard 
dog” persona from Metros past and 
was able to force the city to clean up 
a sewer running through a backyard 
in Allendale and pay more attention 
to some of the blight issues in the 
Laurel and Dimond districts. 

We are unsure if we should point  
the finger at the recession or if the 
business community no longer likes 
the print medium that the  Metro 
represents. But the advertising dol-
lars are just not there. We have 
reached the point where we can no 
longer afford to devote the neces-
sary time to the Metro. The Metro 
needs to raise $3,000 each month 
to pay its bills. Currently it is raising 
$1,500. Over time that has put the 
account about $5,000 in arrears. 

If you want the Metro to contin-
ue to publish the local news and 
issues, we need your help. If you’re 
a businessperson, consider adver-
tising. If you’re a reader, become a 
Money Honey. The Metro is a non-
profit; your contribution might be 
tax deductible. We are commmited 
to putting out this issue and a June/
July issue. Whether we publish in 
August and beyond is up to you. 
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Heating and air 
Conditioning repair

$59 per service call - must mention this ad

DP Heating & Air Conditioning
a Local Maxwell Park Contractor

510-532-2043
dpheatingandair@sbcglobal.net

JUNE 12

AUG 23JUNE 28

JUNE 7

LUMAGO LAMPAS
RCW ISLAND ARTS : PHILIPPINE
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY 7PM

LATIDO SALSA DANCE PARTY
WITH DANCE LESSON+ DJ EL DE LA CLAVE
SATURDAY 7.30PM

WINE, WOMEN & SONG
JOIN US FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING
SATURDAY 7PM 

FROM BROADWAY
TO THE BLUES

WOODSTOCK BINGO
PEACE, LOVE AND GREAT PRIZES!
SPONSORED BY ALAMEDA NATURAL GROCERY
THURSDAY DOORS 6.30, GAMES 7.30

AMERICAN CENTER 
OF PHILIPPINE ARTS,

PARANGAL DANCE 
COMPANY,

KULINTRONICA,
& KRISTIAN 

KABUAY KABUAY 

RHYTHMIX CULTURAL WORKS
2513 BLANDING AVE. ALAMEDA    510.865.5060

CLASSES IN
ART, AFRICAN DRUMMNG, BELLY DANCE, CAPOEIRA, TAEKWONDO, 
UKELELE, CUBAN SALSA, DIY CLASSES FOR KIDS, ZUMBA AND 
3D COMPUTER MODELING:

JOIN US FOR

INSERTS
INSERTS
INSERTS

It’s easier than you think 
to have something delivered 
to each door in the MacArthur 
Metro delivery area. 

The Metro delivery  
service provides many 
options for inserting  
material into the MacArthur 
Metro for delivery.

Got a flyer print-
ed? Good, now get it out. 
Inserts run just $55 per 
thousand. (Printing not 
included.) Call now: (510) 
263-1470.

By Patricia Sam

Oakland’s Neighborhood Action 
Councils host community 
meetings to allow residents 

to air their concerns. Beat 22Y 
neighbors, those who live in an 
area bounded on the east and west 
by Coolidge and 35th avenues 
and on the north and south by 
Interstate 580 and the city limits in 
the hills, gathered recently to help 
build strong community relations 
and networks with neighborhoods 
that belong to the Neighborhood 
Watch program.

Between 50 and 60 enthusiastic 
fresh faces packed the room at 
the Imani Church on MacArthur 
Boulevard for the meeting. Some 
held up neon-green printed placards 
that proclaimed, “We support 
3411.”  They were there to address 
community complaints regarding 
noise and music coming from the 
night club at 3411 MacArthur Blvd. 

“This is the best turn out 
ever for 22Y” said Neighborhood 
Services Coordinator Renee Sykes. 
Councilmember Libby Schaaf’s 
policy analyst and community 
liaison Bruce Stoffmacher agreed.

Stephanie Sullivan and Adam 
Afuvai, who own 3411, attended the 
meeting to work with the community 
and to show their concern about the 
complaints. 

“We have been doing Dance and 
DJ night for the last seven years, 
and we were not on the radar,” said 
Sullivan. “Come tell us if there is an 
issue, because we will work with 
you.” She pointed out, however, that 
some of the noise may be coming 
from the nearby Taco Bell.

 “Some people just don’t want 
bars in their neighborhood, you 
could sit there like monks, but it’s 
just that some people don’t want 
a bar,” said one 3411 supporter.  
“The lounge represents what the 
diversity of Oakland is all about,” 
said another.

“It’s nice as a woman to feel safe 
and welcome, a place where local 
artists can meet,” said one female 
supporter.  A second woman agreed. 
“I never felt unsafe there,” she said. 

The concern and amount of 
community outreach, school 
support and service that Sullivan 
and Afuvai provide have impressed 
the Neighborhood Action Council. 
The council also expressed its 
appreciation for the owners’ wish 
to work with the surrounding 
neighborhood while providing the 

community with a safe and fun 
place where people can socialize 
and relax.

Supporters of 3411 spoke one 
after another about the safe, clean 
and friendly environment that the 
owners provide. The council and the 
owners acknowledged that those 
who may have lodged complaints 
may be hesitant to say something at 
the meeting. 

Sullivan and Afuvai left their 
business cards with the council.

“You guys are a community 
within a community,” said Sykes 
about the 3411 supporters. “As far 
as I’m concerned we can put this 
issue to rest.” She pointed out that 
if residents don’t call in enough 

Night Club, Fred Finch Top Beat 
22Y Meeting Agenda this Month

complaints in to the non-emergency 
line, then police can’t harass a 
business owner. 

“If there are enough complaints 
it can become a civil issue, where 
both parties come together to try to 
resolve the issues,” she said. 

A second issue addressed at the 
meeting involved the Fred Finch 
Youth Center on Coolidge Avenue. 
Neighbors have complained about 
speeding, trash and cannabis 
smoking at Fred Finch’s new youth 
apartment complex. Fred Finch 
president and CEO Thomas N. 
Alexander has promised to address 
these concerns. Neighbors hope 
that placing a stop sign on Coolidge 

Patricia Sam 

Supporters of night club at 3411 MacArthur Blvd. filled 
the Beat 22Y meeting to address concerns regarding the 
night club’s impact on neighbors.

See  MEET ING,  page  5

Dennis Evanosky

The Oakland Police Department 
(OPD) and the Alameda 
County District Attorney’s 

(DA) office announced that they 
have arrested and charged two 
men in connection with the 
shooting death of a Maxwell Park 
woman affectionately known as 
the “Pet Nanny.” 

On April 23, the DA charged 
Mario Floyd, 23, and Stephon 
Lee, 22, with the murder of Judy 
Salamon, 66. According to the DA 
the pair gunned Salamon down 
on July 24, 2013, in the 2400 
block of Fern Street (between 
Brookdale and Fairfax avenues). 

The charges included a special-
circumstance enhancement that 
alleges that the suspects were 
trying to rob Salamon of her cell 
phone when they shot her. 

The DA has also charged Lee 
with being a felon in possession of 
a gun. If found guilty of all charges, 
the pair could be eligible for life in 
prison without the possibility of 
parole or the death penalty.

OPD responded to a 
ShotSpotter call at 1:24 p.m. the 
day of the murder. When officers 
arrived, they found Salamon, 
suffering from a fatal gunshot 
wound. 

She was shot while driving 
her vehicle and had collided 
with an unoccupied parked car, 
police say. 

According to police reports 
Salamon argued with Floyd 
and Lee after they saw her 
videotaping them. Police said 
that witness accounts point to 
Lee as the triggerman and Floyd 
as the wheelman.

OPD didn’t have to look 
too hard for Lee. He has been 
serving time at San Quentin 
State Prison since March 20. Lee 
has two prior convictions: one 
for second-degree robbery in 
2011 and the other for carrying 
a loaded firearm in a city. The 

OPD Arrests Salamon 
Murder Suspects

Courtesy photo

Maxwell Park resident 
Judy Salamon was shot 
to death in Maxwell Park 
on July 23, 2013. Police 
have arrested the men 
allegedly responsible for 
her death. 

See  MURDER ,  page  6

DR. DOROTHY OKAMOTO
OVER 30 YEARS IN THE LAUREL
     • WE ARE ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
     • WE CAN FILL OUTSIDE RX
     • LARGE SELECTION OF EYEWEAR
     • CONTACT LENSES
     • SOME INSURANCE ACCEPTED
 

LAUREL OPTOMETRY
3714 MACARTHUR BLVD • OAKLAND

(510) 530-2330
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9-5 CLOSED FROM 12-1 FOR LUNCH

SATURDAY 9-2



laurelbookstore@att.net
www.laurelbookstore.com

t
Your Neighborhood  

Book Store in Oakland

Mon 10-6, Tue-Fri 10-7
Sat 10-6

4100 MacArthur Blvd. at 39th
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themacmetro@gmail.com
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themacmetro@gmail.com

Classified/Display Ads:
jcrandall@alamedasun.com
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MacArthur Metro 
P.O. Box 19046
Oakland, CA 94619

No email or stamps?
Leave a message on 

voice mail (510) 287-2655

As the Metro’s management is 
currently in transition please keep 

checking this box for updates.
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Chicken, Goat & Rabbit Feed
Heritage Breed Chicks 
Beekeeping Supplies
Veggie Seeds & Seedlings
Bareroot Fruit Trees & Berries
Organic Fertilizers
Straw Bales, Soils & Compost
Garden Tools & Supplies
Canning Jars & Equipment
Fermentation Supplies
Books & Classes

2727 Fruitvale Avenue
Oakland, CA 94601

510.686.3493 (DIYFOOD)
www.pollinatefarm.com

With Heartfelt  
Thanks for  

17 Years with such 
amazing neighbors!

~
GREAT GIFTS 

FOR 
GRADS & DADS! 

~
Tue.-Sat. 12-5:30pm

4004 MacArthur Blvd.
510-482-5921

Email: 
KomodoToyz@aol.com
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Making a difference, just a little bit at a time

Dennis Evanosky

Sulfur mining in the late 19th and 
early 20th century has left its 
mark in Redwood Heights and 

Leona Heights. 
In 1891 workers on Fritz 

Boehmer’s property thought that 
they had struck it rich. Boehmer 
lived in Alameda and ran a wayside 
resort on today’s Redwood Road 
near what is now Lincoln Square 
Shopping Center. His workers were 
digging post holes on the property. 
While working they thought that 
they had discovered gold. 

Leona Heights Mine Set for Rehabilitation

Oakland Wiki

Erosion of ground around the Leona Mine has exposed 
the beams that once supported the mine’s tunnel. 

Oakland History Room

The 1915 Chabot Observatory serves as foreground for 
the Leona Sulfur Mine, which was fully operational when 
this photo was taken in the early 1920s

A better-trained eye analyzed 
the find as pyrite, the traditional 
fool’s gold. The specialist informed 
Boehmer that the pyrite contained 
enough sulfur to make the pyrite 
valuable. Boehmer — who pro-
nounced his name “Beemer” — 
opened a mine and began extracting 
the pyrite. The sulfur in the pyrite 
was used at the time in the manufac-
turing of black gunpowder, matches, 
in the vulcanizing of rubber and as 
a disinfectant. Experts determined 
that the ore body measured some 
12 to 18 feet in 
thickness and 
had settled 
in a belt that 
stretched 3,000 
feet along the 
hillside.

B o e h m e r 
christened his 
venture the 
“Alma Mine,” 
after one of 
his daughters. 
Over time 
miners carved 
more than 
6,000 feet of 
tunnels and 
left shafts and 
open cuts in 
their wake. 
B o e h m e r ’ s 
resort burned 
on Dec. 6, 1898, 
and he sold 
the property. 
The Stauffer 
C h e m i c a l 
C o m p a n y 
took over 
o p e r a t i o n s 
of the Alma 
Mine.  (Stauffer Place off Mountain 
Boulevard recalls the company’s 
presence here.) 

Stauffer used gravity-driv-
en trams to haul the pyrite to a 
small crushing plant and bunkers 
alongside the railroad that ran up 
today’s Highway 13. Stauffer sent 
the crushed pyrite to its plant in 
Stege (in today’s Richmond). There 
its employees extracted sulfur from 
the pyrite and used it to manufac-
ture sulfuric acid.

In the meantime, the California 
Improvement Co. purchased prop-
erty on the hill across Horseshoe 
Creek from Stauffer’s operations. 
The company quarried stone for 
roadbeds and sidewalk and was 
particularly attracted to the red-
dish material still visible in its long-
closed quarry on the hillside above 
Belfast Avenue. 

In 1895 the company discovered 
a vein of pyrite on its property. The 
Leona Chemical Company ran this 
operation. McDonell Road, which 

carried traffic to the mine, still 
bears company president Duncan 
Angus McDonell’s name.  By 1906 
Francis Marion “Borax” Smith’s 
Realty Syndicate owned this prop-
erty. Smith became a major share-
holder in the chemical company 
that extracted the pyrite here. 
Smith’s company took ownership 
of the old Leona Hotel on the hill 
below the mine. Miners were living 
in the 15-year-old building when it 
burned for the second and last time 
on Oct. 11, 1907. 

The hills 
echoed with 
the sound of 
a 30-horse-
power gaso-
line engine 
that powered 
a “Blake Jaw 
C r u s h e r . ” 
The machine 
pounded the 
ore from the 
mine to man-
ageable 3/8- 
inch stone. 
W o r k e r s 
then sent the 
crushed stone 
down the hill 
on a 1,600-foot-
long aerial 
tramway to 
the bunkers at 
the railroad. A 
fire on Aug. 10, 
1913 brought 
operations to 
a standstill. 
The Great 
D e p r e s s i o n 
finally shut 
down the mine 

in 1934. 
Development in the more pop-

ulous Redwood Heights neighbor-
hood around the old Alma Mine 
helped erase almost all traces of 
that mine’s existence. The same 
cannot be said of the Leona Mine 
in the more-rural area that became 
Leona Heights. 

Over time the scar on the hill 
above Leona Heights festered. A 
small stream, part of the headwa-
ters for Leona Creek, still sends 
water from the scar through the 
neighborhood. This water that 
iron oxide colors a brackish yellow 
flows through Lake Aliso on the 
Mills College campus and on to 
San Leandro Bay near the Oakland 
Coliseum complex at the foot of 
66th Avenue. 

On March 18, 1992, the California 
Regional Water Board laid the 
groundwork to clean up and close 
Leona Mine. The board issued 
the appropriate orders to then- 

File photo

Fritz Boehmer owned a resort 
in the Oakland hills where 
sulfur-bearing pyrite was 
discovered in 1891. 

Boehmer christened 
his venture the  
“Alma Mine,” after 
one of his daughters.

See  M INE,  nex t  page



Real Estate Law Q&A
Dealing with elderly, falling tenants

Your Oakland City Councilmember Libby Schaaf
invites you to visit her and her staff
during her monthly Office Hours.

First Thursdays, 9am at Caffe Diem in Dimond 
(2224 MacArthur Blvd. near Fruitvale)

First Saturdays, 9am at World Ground Cafe in Laurel
(3726 MacArthur Blvd. near 35th Ave.)

Third Saturdays, 10am at Woodminster Cafe
(5020 Woodminster Lane)

Fourth Sundays, 9:30am  
at Montclair Farmers Market
or in Colonial Donuts (6126 La Salle Ave)

ADVER TISING
is an extremely affordable option for monthly 
exposure in Oakland, now circulating 7,000 issues in 
the Laurel, Dimond, Redwood Heights, Woodminster, 
Glenview, Melrose, Allendale, High Street, Mills 
College and Fruitvale neighborhoods. Also appearing 

online at MacarthurMetro.org
Write to jcrandall@alamedasun.com for details!
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That Takes the Cake Bakery      
Get One Cupcake FREE with Any Purchase

Our cupcakes are so good we know you’ll be back for more!

Coupon

510-969-0189
5855 MacArthur Blvd

www.ThatTakesTheCake.com
Wedding and Birthday cakes too!

Offer good thru 6/30/2014!

Oakland 
Landscaping

Since 1976

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE

BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY
DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES

GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS
EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS:

ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

                 California
            Landscape
      Contractors
  Association

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC.#662406

(510) 325-5768
 5900 COLISEUM WAY l OAKLAND

Oakland History Room

The Leona Hotel served as a welcome retreat from 1892 until it burned five years later. 
Francis Marion “Borax” Smith’s Realty Syndicate purchased the property sometime in 
1906. The purchase included ownership of the mine and the Leona Hotel. Men working 
in the sulfur mine were living in the hotel when it burned a second time in 1907.

property owner Ridgemont 
Development Company and to 
the Alcoa Aluminum Company 
that had sold the property to 
Ridgemont. Alcoa was unable to 
convince the board that it had no 
cleanup responsibility because it 
did not operate the mine.  

Oakland surgeon Dr. Collin 
Mbanugo purchased the proper-
ty on Nov. 29, 2001. According 
to Water Board records Mbanugo 
told officials that he was aware 
of his responsibility to clean up 
the site.  In 2003 the Water Board 
amended its order to include 
Mbanugo. 

Mine property has interesting history
Continued from page 4 Three years later, the Water 

Board approved a plan for 
Mbanugo to clean up the site. He 
has done little to implement that 
plan. In May 2013 the board issued 
a new cleanup order and has given 
Mbanugo until Sept. 30 to comply. 
If he does not he could face fines of 
$10,000 a day until he does. Work is 
scheduled to begin in June. 

Workers will place a large plastic 
sheet over the mine and nearby 
rock piles. They will then cover this 
with soil and plants. This will help 
separate any storm runoff from the 
sulfur. The project also includes the 
removal of some debris associated 
with the mine from Leona Creek.

“The purpose of the proposed 
project is to remediate the steep-
ly sloping piles of leftover mining 
waste rock, or tailings, and stabilize 
the Leona Creek channel to improve 
water quality at the abandoned 
Leona Heights sulfur mine in the 
Oakland hills,” the city of Oakland 

stated in an announcement about 
the cleanup. The project imple-
ments the May 2013 Water Board 
order, the city stated. 

Drain Ranelletti in the city’s 
Department of Planning and 
Building said that several of the 
former owners, including Alcoa, 
will join Mbanugo in paying for the 
project. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at the 
macmetro@gmail.com.

In May 2013 the 
board issued a new 
cleanup order and 
has given Mbanugo 
until Sept. 30 to  
comply. Work is 
scheduled to behin 
this month.

By Clifford Fried

Question: My tenant is elder-
ly and has been in the hos-
pital the past two months. 

She has no next of kin or emer-
gency contacts that I know of, 
and she hasn’t paid rent since 
she entered the hospital. She is 
a good tenant and I don’t want to 
lose her, but I also don’t want to 
lose more rent. What can I do in 
this situation?

Answer: Although you don’t 
want to lose your tenant, 
given the age and health 

condition of your tenant, it 
sounds like you will lose her. 
However, here are some things 
to consider given the situation.

It is a common situation 
where there is no next of kin or 
friends to deal with an elderly 
and failing tenant. In these cases, 
the landlord must step up to 
the plate and do the right thing. 
While the rental agreement prob-
ably doesn’t cover scenarios 
where a tenant is hospitalized 
for a long period of time, practi-
cally speaking, the landlord will 
be making the decisions that will 
affect the tenant’s future.

Whenever a tenant is delin-
quent in rent payments, talk to 
the tenant if possible. In your 
case, you may end up talking 
with a social worker at the 
hospital. Determine if there is 
a way for the rent to be paid 
during the hospitalization of 
your tenant. The Center for 
Elders’ Independence, Catholic 
Charities and other nonprofit 
organizations might assist given 
the circumstances. 

Determine if there is any 
chance that the tenant will 
be returning to your proper-
ty after hospitalization. If yes, 
then find a way to get your 
rent. If your tenant will be 
returning shortly, perhaps you 
could go a bit longer with the 
rent not being paid. After the 
tenant returns, you could sort 
the matter out.

But if not, you may as well 
take steps to recover possession 
of the property. This means evic-
tion action. If the tenant will not 
be returning to your property, 
you may as well be renting the 
property out to someone else. 
The eviction process should be 
easy because there will be no 
opposition.

The real issue will be dealing 
with your tenant’s possessions. 
Although there is a statutory 
process for quickly disposing of 
the property, you might want to 
place the property in storage 
until your tenant is capable of 
making a decision on how to 
receive them. Or, simply deal 
with the possessions after the 
tenant passes away.

You probably didn’t sign up 
for the job of making housing 
decisions for your tenant when 
you became a landlord. However, 
handling sick and elderly ten-
ants is part of the business. You 
will probably end up losing rent, 
but have compassion. Someday, 
somebody will be returning the 
favor.

Clifford Fried is a partner in 
the law firm Fried & Williams LLP. 
Reach him at (415) 421-0100. 

that placing a stop sign on Coolidge 
Avenue near the school will 
decrease speeding in that area.

According to Action 
Council’s Robert Vaughn the city 
administration is pushing to hire 
more police. The city is not on 
track yet,” he said. He tied the 
lack of sufficient officers to officer 
retention problems. The city has 

partnered with Laney College to 
encourage more people to apply to 
the police academy.

Vaughn reminded those 
interested in receiving updates 
about police activity to use www.
Nixle.com, and that personal 
property can be registered at 
reportit.leadsonline.com.

Patricia Sam lives in the Upper 
Dimond.

Meeting discussed club
Continued from page 3
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Oakland’s Laurel District 
by Dennis Evanosky

The comprehensive overview of the 
the Laurel’s history. To order this 

book send a check for $25 made out 
to Alameda Sun to  

3215J Encinal Ave. Alameda CA 94501

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 263-1472

A Guide to the Laurel District’s History

May 20146

See www.AnasaOakland.com 
for schedules. 

4232 MacArthur Blvd. 
Follow us on Facebook 

Take your yoga practice  
to the next level! 

Experience Vinyasa Classes 
with Heather Gersh, Regina 

Brown, Jennevieve Ybarra, Elyse 
Hochstadt and Annabelle Teleki.

GET YOUR FLOW ON!

OBITUARIES
in the Metro

Obituaries in the 
MacArthur Metro and 
on the Metro website  

cost just $44 per  
250 words,  

$11 per photo.

Write to ekos@
alamedasun.com for 

more details.

Murder
suspects 
nabbed
Continued from page 3

 • Adoption and Parentage
 • Prenuptial and Pre-Registration Agreements
 • Donor and Surrogacy Agreements
 • Divorce Mediation and Collaborative Divorce

510.698.4902
www.emilydoskow.com    |    doskesq@gmail.com

Emily Doskow
Attorney and Mediator

court handed down the loaded-
firearm decision only eight days 
before Lee allegedly shot Salamon. 

OPD homicide Sergeant Mike 
Gantt said that OPD officer Timothy 
De La Vega’s police work helped 
uncover the witnesses whose 
statements led to Floyd and Lee’s 
arrests.  

Floyd was arraigned on April 30. 
Lee faced the judge to formally hear 
the charges against him three days 
later on May 2. f

Oakland Police Department

The Alameda County 
District Attorney’s office 
has charged Mario Floyd, 
23, from Richmond (left) 
and Stephon Lee, 22, 
of Oakland with the July 
24, 2013, murder of 
Judy Salamon. Police say 
that Lee, who is currently 
serving time at San 
Quentin, pulled the trigger. 

Dimond District News

By Carrie Campbell 
and Michael Dailey

The drab and prone-to-graf-
fiti wall of the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co (PG&E) substation 

on MacArthur Boulevard at Lincoln 
Avenue has come to new life with 
vibrant colors, images and local 
love under the skilled hand of 
Oakland artist Debbie Koppman. 
The I Love Dimond mural comple-
ments Koppman’s previous mural, 
Dimond’s Hidden Jewels, (paint-
ed with Mandy Lockwood) on 
the Fruitvale wall of Farmer Joe’s 
Marketplace.

Thiss new mural, a tiled mosaic, 
flanks a painted wooden-gate to form 
one continuous embellished image 
of the Dimond district. 

Various features of Dimond as 
imagined in the Farmer Joe’s mural 
are enlarged and layered with local 
residents’ personal cultural artifacts. 
These include an array of patterns 
borrowed from textiles, pottery, and 
architecture. The designs are from a 
wide range of geographical locations 
and countries. 

The I Love Dimond mural was 
created with the intention of offer-
ing a textured portrait of the rich 
cultural heritage of Dimond res-
idents. The entire piece is sur-
rounded by a border stating: I 
Love Dimond, combining rebus 
images with words in various lan-
guages spoken by Dimond neigh-
bors, including English, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Greek, Arabic, Chinese 
and Tagalog. 

Many of the pictures and imag-
es that are part of the new mural 
were provided to Koppman after 
she announced on the Dimond 
listserve that she was looking for 
images of cultural artifacts from 
residents to include in the mural. 

“I got a great response,” she 
said. “As a result, there’s a Lebanese 
dress pattern, a Native American 
tortoise image, a wooden Swedish 
horse, a Polish doll, an Asian ele-
phant, a dragon, a rooster, a meno-
rah, plus many, many other cultural 

Courtesy photo

Artist Debbie Koppman works on the Dimond mural on 
MacArthur Boulevard near Lincoln Avenue. 

Substation Wall Gets Curb Appeal

artifacts. Together they form a rich 
and symbolic tapestry of personal 
history for the residents. I really 
wanted to engage people and show 
how the mural is connected to each 
and every person.”

Koppman has many stories 
of community involvement while 
working on the mural.

“One lovely senior from Lincoln 
Court, located kitty-corner from the 
mural, brought over some broken 
heirloom dinner-plates and asked 
if I could use them,” Koppman said.  
“I incorporated the pieces into the 
windows of a church building in 

the mural. The lady beamed when 
she saw their final placement in the 
rose window of the church. I was so 
happy with her response.” 

The mural is next to the side-
walk and many pedestrians 
stopped to talk to Koppman as 
she was painting and tiling to ask 
her about the various images in 
the mural. Drivers on MacArthur 
would pull over and start taking 
photos.

“There were so many unexpect-
ed and heartwarming comments 
about the colors and diversity of the 
images,” said Koppman. “I was so 
touched. That is the beauty of doing 
public art. I also do studio art, but 
with public art, there is immediate 

See  D IMOND,  page  7

faces when doing crime analysis. 
One of the technicians conducted a 
drug test. He explained to me how 
the lab determines whether a sub-
stance is an illegal drug. She used 
some Benadryl and, of course, the 
test came back negative. 

Another technician extracted 
DNA from some freshly squeezed 
strawberry juice. She used an 
eye-dropper to mix the juice 
with some soapy water and eth-
anol. She added the juice one 
drop at a time into the test tube. 
She explained that the DNA was 
bunching  together on the ethanol 
as a white, thread-like substance. 

I also learned how the crime 
lab processes bullets and casings. 
The technicians allowed me to 
peer into a large microscope so I 
could get a detailed look at bullet 
markings. 

They used a computer to 
explain the trajectory of a bullet 
and its casing when a gun is fired. 

I learned that when a bullet 
passes through the chamber or 
barrel of a gun, compression will 
leave markings or impressions on 
the fired cartridge. 

Every gun will leave its own 
markings, called striations. The 
technicians use these striations to 
do comparative analysis.

A technician at the fingerprint-
ing table showed me how do a 
fingerprint comparison.

Two officers manned the 
recruiting table. Youngsters gath-
ered around them to avail them-
selves of the free Crayons the 
officers were giving away.

Several dispatchers at the 
communications table talked to 
me about the types of calls that 
they handle. They explained how 
they try to get details of what’s 
being reported. They always urge 
callers to tell them where and 
when the crime is occurring. They 
also ask for descriptions of the 
folks involved and their direction 
of travel. “We also ask if the call-
ers have seen any weapons,” one 
of the dispatchers told me. 

Folks at the Animal Services 
table handed out leaflets entitled, 
“Dogs in Oakland,” which provides 
great information about some of 
the legal responsibilities of dog 
owners. They told me that the 
Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (SPCA) spays pit bulls 
at no cost to some owners. The 

SPCA is at 410 Hegenberger Road.; 
call them at 639-7387. 

They asked me to tell the Metro 
readers that on Monday, June 9, 
Animal Services will team up with 
Fix Our Ferals in Richmond to 
spay dogs that weigh in at 25 
pounds or less for free. They said 
pet owners have to drop off their 
pets between 7 and 9 a.m. at 12226 
San Pablo Ave.

The Oakland Parks and 
Recreation also had a table, where 
I learned that the city has sum-
mer programs available for all 
ages: children, teens and adults. 
Interested residents may register 
at www.oaklandnet.com/parks/
programs, or call 615-5838. The 
folks at the table also told me that 
residents may want to check out 
the next-door neighborhood pro-
gram at www.nextdoor.com.

The OPD wowed the crowd with 
a helicopter fly over. Residents 
took pictures of the pilot in the 
low-flying aircraft as it hovered 
over Seventh Street, just above 
the rooftops. OPD’s canine unit 
also put on quite a show. I learned 
more about OPD than I expected 
I would and now have a greater 
appreciation for the job our police 
department does. 

Dossie H. Terrell is a freelance 
writer and poet. She is the editor at 
www.Heliumnetwork.com.

Police hold open house 
Continued from page 1
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LAUREL HARDwARE
4024 Macarthur 530-1966
Open M-F 8-7, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-4

• Fresh & Organic 
  PrOduce
• Fresh Fish daily
• Organic POulTry
• Fresh gOurMeT 
   Breads
• Fine FOOd delicacies

Free ParKing
OPen 7 days

35th & Macarthur
482-8178

Mon-Sat: 9am-8pm | Sun: 9am-7:30pm

3426 Fruitvale ave.
482-8899

Mon-Sun: 8:30am-8:30pm

MARKETPLACE
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Money Honeys’ generosity allows the Metro to 
continue its mission of informing readers in the 

neighborhoods along MacArthur Boulevard.
Each of these donors is a pillar of our community.

Please consider donating online to help the Metro via 
www.macarthurmetro.org or another charitable giving 

site such as www.donatenow.org.

METRO CLASSIFIEDS

African-American manicurist, 
located in the Laurel District, 
specializing in manicures, 
pedicures w/paraffin wax 
treatments, sculptured nails, 
silk and fiberglass wraps. 
Over 20 years experience 
in this area. Call (510) 482-
3229 for an appointment.

REDWOOD HEIGHTS.  New! 
Free! Facetime connections 
arranged with neighbors with 
like interests. On-line Trades 

List. Neighborhood history. 
Barter, exchange. Safety 
through deepening ties. Learn 
more about our services at  
www.rhdna.org
Elizabeth (Beth) Preston, 
Ph.D. has a private Psychology 
practice in downtown 
Oakland on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Please visit www.
familytherapyoakland.com 
or call (510) 482-5344. Dr. 
Preston has over 25 years of 
experience treating clients of 
all ages.

SERVICES

Smart Fun 
for the  

Whole Family!
1510 Webster St.

Alameda
510-769-1349

www.pacificpinball.org

3436 Dimond Avenue • 510.336.0105 • pawsnclawsoakland.com

Mon-Fri 10-7
Sat 9-6

Sun 12-5

Eco-Friendly Products

Raw, Organic, & Natural Pet Foods 

Kennel-Free Grooming

• Private Lessons
• Instruments
• Audio Equipment
• Sound Design and Install
• Repairs / Rentals

ACME HOUSE OF MUSIC

3715 MacArthur Blvd.
510.530.7234 • www.acmehouseofmusic.com

Ad spaces in the Metro’s Classified Section start 
at just $11 per month. Call 263-1824 to order.

Elizabeth Preston

I have heard it said in the neigh-
borhood that Daniel Finnamore 
seems to be from an earlier, 

more genteel time. Impeccably 
dressed, always the gentleman, 
classical pianist Daniel Finnamore 
is one of the best kept secrets of 
the Laurel District.

Finnamore’s home and piano 
studio is within walking distance of 
the Laurel business district. Upon 
entering his home, you are greeted 
by two grand pianos, both built in 
Europe in the late 1800s. One of the 

pianos is virtually identical to the 
piano owned by Claude Debussy. 
He has been giving piano lessons in 
Oakland for 40 years. 

He has lived in his current loca-
tion for the past 15 years. One of 
the treats of taking lessons from 
Finnamore is the opportunity to 

play one of his magnificent grand 
pianos.

Finnamore was nine years old 
when his family moved to Oakland. 
His education was in the Oakland 
public schools, and he is a graduate 
of Skyline High School. He attended 
college at U.C. Berkeley, and has 
performed in public on the piano 
from 1977 to 1994. He would often 
perform in restaurants and other 
venues. In January 1981, his perfor-
mance was positively reviewed by 
Michael Walsh, a critic who went on 
to write for Time magazine. 

Elizabeth Preston

Daniel Finnamore plays one of his grand pianos at his home in the Laurel District. 

Talented Pianist Graces The Laurel

feedback from the viewing public as 
the art is being created. It’s on-going 
and inspiring.” 

Major funding for the mural was 
provided by the Cultural Funding 
Program of the City of Oakland, the 
Montclair Lion’s Club (through the 
Dimond Night Out), the Dimond 
Improvement Association (DIA), 
resident Karen Long, and several 
additional individual donors.

Much appreciated practical 
assistance came from many help-
ful people, including Tom Guarino 
of PG&E, Bruce Stoffmacher from 
the office of Councilmember Libby 
Schaaf, DIA members Kathleen 
Russell, Tito Tayco, and Daniel 
Swafford, and Howard Neal of 

the Montclair Lion’s Club. Mandy 
Lockwood helped with painting, 
and high school intern Martha 
Trujillo and Academy of Art grad-
uate student Shardie Thomas gave 
many hours helping with tiling and 
grouting. 

The official mural dedication 
to which the public was invited 
was held on May 14 with speech-
es, acknowledgments, applause and 
delicious refreshments. 

More about our artist: Debbie 
Koppman is a local Dimond resident 
and artist who has been creating 
and exhibiting prints, sculptures 
and installations for more than 
25 years. She is also a teacher at 
Sequoia Elementary School and has 
been the artist-in-residence for the 
past 16 years. She has taught art 
at various colleges and universities 

in Mexico, Peru and the Bay Area. 
She is the recipient of numerous 
grants. She has been creating com-
munity-based murals alone and in 
collaboration with other artists, and 
with elementary and middle-school 
students, for the past nine years.

Thank you, Kathleen.
And finally, a special thanks 

and farewell to our former Dimond 
columnist, Kathleen Russell, who 
recently moved from Dimond to 
Seattle, Wash., to be near her 
family. We will miss her greatly. 
Always organized and on deadline, 
Kathleen has already subscribed to 
the MacArthur Metro and will receive 
a copy via mail each month.

Carrie Campbell and Michael 
Duffy are members of the Dimond 
Improvement Association. 

Dimond district unveils new mural
Continued from page 6
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Upon entering his 
home, you are greeted 
by two grand pianos, 
both built in Europe in 
the late 1800s.
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Finnamore has taught piano at 
many different East Bay business-
es. In addition to giving lessons in 
his home, he is currently teaching 
at Acme Music, a well-established 
music store that recently moved out 
of the Laurel District.

During his decades of teaching 
the piano, he has developed his 
own distinct method of instruction. 
He has successfully taught students 
as young as 3.5 years and as old 
as 85 years. My son took lessons 
from Finnamore for three years. He 
is patient and kind, and he tailored 
the lessons to the specific needs 
of my son. There is a sitting room 
upstairs in his home. I looked for-
ward each week to the restful time 
in his peaceful environment while 
my son had a lesson downstairs. 
Each year there are two workshops 

at which his students perform their 
work. I have attended several of 
these workshops, and the accom-
plishments of Finnamore’s students 
are impressive.

Finnamore has five CDs of his 
own playing available to purchase. 
His most recent CD is a perfor-
mance of both the early and late 
piano works of Johannes Brahms. 
Earlier CDs include Finnamore’s 
performances of Claude Debussy, 
Franz Liszt and Spanish music. His 
CDs are for sale at the Laurel Book 
Store and from Finnamore himself. 
You can reach him at 336-1436 or at 
finnamore@lanset.com.

Elizabeth Preston, Ph.D., is a clin-
ical psychologist with an Oakland 
practice. She received her doctorate 
from Princeton University and has 
been licensed as a psychologist for 
more than 20 years. She lives in 
the Laurel District. Reach her at  
bethpreston@sbcglobal.net. 

Pianist of note lives in 
the Laurel District
Continued from page 7

High Street Neighborhood News

By Adelle Foley

Donna Lynn Fraser 
Oct. 6, 1951 –  
Jan. 10, 2014

Donna was something of a 
mystery. By February, Laurie 
Umeh, Sheila D’Amico and 

Rochelle Rogers realized that they 
hadn’t seen her for a while, and 
were concerned enough to knock 
on doors and ask. Many people in 
the neighborhood knew Donna, or 
certainly knew who she was. They 
saw her distinctive shape trace a 
path along High Street or MacArthur 
Boulevard. She rarely accepted rides 
and asked to be dropped off around 
Vicksburg and 48th avenues when 
she did ask for a lift after an evening 
meeting. But no one was sure where 
she lived, or how she got by. Or when 
they had seen her last. 

 It wasn’t until March that the 
community confirmed what it had 
dreaded. Donna had died of natural 
causes in Kaiser Hospital on Jan. 
10, a few months after reaching her 
62nd birthday and her first Social 
Security check.

Despite her private/solitary 
nature, Donna was very much part 
of the community. She was a regular 
at neighborhood meetings, and 
events such as block parties, jazz at 
the High Street Presbyterian Church 
and Earth Day clean up where she 
often sat at the welcome table and 
registered other volunteers. As 
the events wound down, Donna 
stayed around and seemed to enjoy 
chatting with other volunteers. 

Donna wore her hair in a French 
roll; her blue-green eyes were 

highlighted by electric blue eye 
shadow. She always wore a skirt and 
tennis shoes, and she was never 
without her backpack. Neighbors 
saw her collecting trash. She hung 
out in Courtland Creek Park. She 
had worked at local polling places 
during elections, and passed out 
flyers for a local restaurant.

Last week I caught a glimpse 
of someone at the Fruitvale BART 
farmers market who reminded me of 
Donna, and I did a double take. Donna 
was one of us, her passing diminishes 
our community, and we’ll remember 
her, especially when we join together 
to clean, green and celebrate, as we 
have this last month.

Earth Day along 
Courtland Creek

After a dose of much-needed 
rain Earth Day dawned bright and 
clear. Chuck Butler and Therese 
Brewitz led an enthusiastic group 
of volunteers, who gathered at 
the creek park. They included a 
contingent from the Discovery 
Center. The kids scrambled down 
to the creek and discovered a dead 
possum. The animal was buried, and 
the crew provided an impromptu 
funeral service. By noon Gema Ortiz 
and Elise Lombardo had painted out 
the graffiti on the retaining wall, and 
the park looked great. 

 If you had followed the creek up 
High Street to Interstate 580, you 
would have encountered another 
hardworking group. Sponsored by 
the Maxwell Park Neighborhood 
Council, these volunteers tackled 
the jungle behind Walgreens and 
cleared the undergrowth from 

Redding to Camden, uncovering 
one high heel, one running shoe 
and a small Farmer Joe’s shopping 
cart. Organizer Nancy Karigaca 
was especially delighted by the 
participation of families from across 
the creek, on Courtland Street. 
Her co-leader, Steve Weitz, helped 
the children plant oak trees and 
flowering plants.

Bike LAMMPS
The next day, 50 neighbors and 

bike enthusiasts gathered at Mills 
College to celebrate the repaving 
and restriping of MacArthur 
Boulevard around Mills College. The 
changes were made to calm traffic, 
provide bike lanes, and implement 
the first tangible result of the Laurel 
Access to Mills, Maxwell Park and 
Seminary (LAMMPS) project. 

Claire Antonetti and Laura 
Nicodemos chaired the bike ride. 
The Maxwell Park Neighborhood 
Council, and Mills College 
sponsored the event with support 
from Bike East Bay. The gathering 
of riders and bikes of all shapes 
and sizes had the feel of a 
neighborhood party, despite the 
heavy mist. Bike East Bay’s Dave 
Campbell led the group along 
MacArthur toward the Laurel, back 
to 55th Avenue and to Seminary 
Avenue and to Mills College. 

The Hillside behind Horace 
Mann: The following weekend 
the Melrose-High Hopes NCPC 
sponsored a spring planting at 
Horace Mann Elementary School. 
Alma De Lucchi, assisted by Jeanne 
Nixon, organized a transformation 
of the beautiful hillside installation 
next to the schoolyard. Students, 
their families, faculty and a 
volunteer from AmeriCorps worked 
with community members to clear 
the weeds and reveal the plants 
native to Chile, Australia and the 
Mediterranean, which the NCPC had 
planted several years ago. 

Winter may be gone
Maybe time to move on toward

May memorials.

You can contact Adelle Foley at 
jandafoley@sbcglobal.net.

Claire Antonetti

Some 50 neighbors and bike enthusiasts took a ride to celebrate the repaving and 
restriping of MacArthur Boulevard around Mills College.

Sheila D’Amico

Neighborhood Crime Prevention Council Chair Preston 
Turner worked with Courtland Creek Park cleanup 
organizers Chuck Butler and Therese Brewith at this 
year’s Earth Day cleanup.

Farewell, Donna


