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Pop quiz: What are the four priorities for our new mayor? You can
probably guess at least one—the urgent need to reduce crime. Obvious.
But what about improving public
schools? They certainly beg for better management, but that job currently rests with an elected board,
not the mayor. Given the brouhaha
in Sacramento over whether to appoint a state trustee, however, you
can see how this issue would make
it onto Mayor Brown’s radar
screen. How about the need to “celebrate Oakland/promote the arts”?
Laudable, but a tough subject to
wrap your arms around. How about
the notion of moving 10,000 people
downtown? An intriguing twist
on the city’s decades-old efforts to
jumpstart downtown via retail and
entertainment-oriented development. Few would argue that our

Julia Peters, community organizer for Jerry Brown.

city center takes on a hollow quality
at night and on weekends, when all
those city workers clock out.
So there you have it, the major
initiatives of Jerry Brown. Do they
line up with your neighborhood’s
priorities? Well, there is one woman
dedicated to making these priorities
figure more prominently in Oaklanders’ agendas. Her name is Julia
Peters, Mayor Jerry Brown’s community liaison. Julia recently took
a few minutes to talk to the Metro
about her new job, her background,
and how the Brown administration plans to work with and for
Oakland’s neighborhoods. Peters,
an intense and likable young
woman, was not the easiest person
to get a hold of (it took a couple
months to arrange our interview).
She is clearly preoccupied (our
discussion started late and ended
early) and is juggling a number
of priorities (including imminent
motherhood—like this Metro

Leona Quarry: Will 580 be another 880?
BY MAUREEN DORSEY,
BURKHALTER NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP
& LAUREL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION
See also Home Depot End Run
in Leona Heights news by Gordon
Laverty

T

he Leona Quarry in the
Oakland Hills was an active
gravel mine until around
1995. The activity changed to asphalt/concrete recycling, which
involved bringing road base and
other road material (like the portions of the Cypress Freeway that
were torn down), crushing the
material, mixing with gravel and
dirt and using it in many roadbuilding contracts that the quarry
owners, Gallagher and Burk, have
had with the City of Oakland.
By State Bureau of Land and
Mines regulations, when a mine
is no longer in service, it must
be “reclaimed,” which means to
stabilize and restore the land.
In 1987, the quarry operators

indicated that they would like to
develop the base of the quarry as
a large retail shopping center as
part of the reclamation process.
The City Planning Department
at that time indicated that project
would not be in keeping with the
land-use designation and character of the surrounding area.
In 1998, when the City of
Oakland was revising its General
Plan, which details how the City
will direct development and
land use, the quarry owners and
the City Planning Department
changed the quarry land from
a designation of residential to regional commercial, a designation
for land such as the airport, Coliseum, and I-880 areas, requiring
extensive transportation access.
Residents surrounding the quarry
mobilized and protested. The City
Council rejected the change and
voted to require the quarry owners to submit a project proposal
through the normal channels,
which would entail applying for
a General Plan Amendment. In

addition, the Council voted that
the project must also include
economic impact studies.
On March 4, 1999, the quarry
owners again submitted to the
deputy director of Planning and
Zoning changes in the land-use
designation to regional commercial and the zoning of the base to
a Community Thoroughfare Commercial zone. They want to put
in 22 single-family homes on the
ridge, leave 100 acres open space
(this is mostly the sheer wall face
of the quarry), and develop the
base by widening it to 22 acres
and putting a 900,000-square-foot
shopping center that would have
Home Depot as the anchor tenant,
with Lucky/Savon as the potential other tenant. There would also
be space for a fast-food restaurant
and other smaller retail shops.
Retail space would cover 231,000
square feet. The remainder will
be a 1,000-car parking lot.
The entrance and exit would
be on Edwards Avenue, now a

reporter, she is expecting a baby in a
few months).
Following is an edited interview:
Metro: What is your background—how did you wind up
in this position?
Peters: I’ve worked for the
Public Interest Research Group
(an organization founded by
Ralph Nader with chapters in
many states), for Jerry’s organization, We The People, on a
“Green Plan” for environmental
sustainability, and most recently
as campaign manager for Jerry’s
mayoral campaign and for
Measure X (the strong-mayor
initiative).
Metro: Tell us about your job—
how do you spend your day?
Peters: I promote the community-liaison functions associated
with the mayor’s top four
continued on page 2

Laurel Post Office
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ithout warning,
notice, or consideration for a quiet,
neatly kept residential
neighborhood, the US Post
Office purchased the property at 4400 MacArthur
Blvd. and began construction of a new facility, scheduled to open in August.
The site plan, which
calls for a two-story building with boundaries on
MacArthur, High and
Masterson, is set to service
hundreds of customers in
a Postal Retail Facility.
By the time residents researched and uncovered
that the Post Office was

owner and builder, postal
planners had set drawings.
“The Post Office needs
to do a better job in notifying the community and
listening to our concerns,”
states Patrick Lam, Masterson resident. “There were
no postings or notice given
to the neighborhood.”
Residents learned that
the Federal Government can
override city planners and
build within neighborhoods
without the same restrictions that other construction
projects must meet. It’s
called “eminent domain.”
But residents are calling it
“imminent tyranny.”
“How can they just come
continued on page 6

continued on page 5

Your support helps keep the Metro alive! Become one of the Thousand Friends.
*Ed Barber, *Stig Bjork, Craig Cooper, *Lena Duckett, *Nancy Erb & Dick Kolbert, *Sharon Griset, *Arthur Gray,
*Christine Harkinson, *Maxine Kent, *Rose & Tom Luey, *Ben Mallia, *Reah Morton, Cady Oberle, *Arlene St. John, *M. Stevens,
*Ellen Strunin, *Tim Underwood, *Fred & Evelyn Zierten
* Renewing friends

You, too, can become a friend of the Metro. See page 2.
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As We See It:
a column from neighborhood school children

HOT NUMBERS
CITY OF OAKLAND AGENCIES
ABAT—the Alcoholic 238-7103
Beverage Action Team

BY
MS. FIELD’S CLASS
ALLENDALE YEAR ROUND SCHOOL

Graffiti hotline

238-4703

Abandoned cars

615-5715

O.P.D. Non-emergency 238-3333

A

llendale students contributed these stories. We
invite other schools on
the Metro map to contribute.

Freedom to Me
By Elyse Thieme
Freedom to me is being able to
make decisions and learn. Even
kids should be able to make
some decisions for themselves.
The things that I treasure
are my mom, my dad, my
brother, and my dogs. My
brother is special because
he’s my brother and because
he makes me laugh. My dogs
are special because they protect
me from danger. My mom
because I know that she will
be there for me, and the same
way with my dad. I have the
freedom to have a mom and a
dad of different nationalities.
Freedom can mean different things to different people.
It may mean to adults that they
can do whatever they want
whenever they want, as long
as they obey the law. But for
kids it may be to choose when
to enjoy TV, toys or spend
time with friends of different
nationalities.
People have different opinions about this subject, but
that’s how I feel.

you know the difference
between them. Then you will
think you’re lucky.

We Love Freedom
The United States is a land
of freedom. The freedom of
speech, freedom of religion,
and freedom of news.
All that does not come
naturally. President Lincoln
fought for freedom for slaves
and lost his life. Martin Luther
King fought for freedom for
Black people and minorities
and lost his life too.
So we love freedom.

Why Freedom Is
So Important
By Leslie Wong
Freedom is important because
you can go anywhere you
want, and you can do any
kind of nice things you like.
You can try on new, clean
clothes and not have dirty
ones with holes in them. You
can try new foods, and you
can go shopping in any market, anyplace, anytime.
I think that people are glad
to have freedom, and it is a
precious gift to let the ones
be free that are not free.

Freedom
By Leslie Situ
If you live in America or read
the newspaper, you’ll know we
have freedom. We can do a lot
more things than the other countries do, like vote, speak freely,
and write what we want in the
newspaper.
I used to live in China so
I know there is no freedom in
China. When you read the
newspaper, you want to know
the truth, right? I bet you do.
But in China they sometimes
tell lies because the truth is
bad. If you say something bad
about the president of China,
you could go to jail. Now if
you compare them together,

Julia Peters at City Center.

By Dianna Pho

Tae Kwon Do
for kids and adults
Get in Shape
and Build Self-Esteem!

Intro Special $19.95
also offering Cardio Kickboxing
(1st class free)

Baker’s Martial Arts
4226 Park Blvd. (upstairs)

510-482-2814

Julia Peters
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

platform points: reducing crime,
improving schools, celebrating
Oakland/promoting the arts,
and attracting 10,000 new residents downtown. I also field
upwards of 50 calls a day on a
variety of subjects, and I help
promote programs like the
Mayor’s Summer Jobs Program,
Camp Read A Lot, and I work
with various neighborhood
groups on issues of concern to
them. I also work with Cityline,
which has been expanded and
renamed the Oaklanders Assistance Center, which is a telephone hotline (444-2489) with

Metro: Can you go into a little
detail about how you promote
the “top four” issues?
Peters: In the area of crime,
we’re building on the initiative
under way for NCPCs (Neighborhood Crime Prevention
Councils). We’re training neighborhood services coordinators
in each of the 57 police beats to
strengthen ties between neighborhoods and the police department. With schools, other than
the trustee issue, which has been
all over the newspapers lately,
we are working with groups
to expedite the process for

535-5602
615-5808

Drug Hotline

238-DRUG

Noise Hotline:
238-6777
(Oakland CEDA,
property complaint line)
C.O.R.E.
238-6352
(Citizens of Oakland
Respond to Emergencies)
Truancy Hotline

479-2199

Oaklanders Assistance 444-CITY
Center knows the answer
to all problems with city
and other governmental
services in Oakland.

PRIVATE AGENCIES
Safe Streets Now
(drugs)

836-4622

Conciliation
763-2117
Services of Oakland
(neighborhood disputes)
Sentinel Fair Housing 836-2687
(free landlord-tenant
counseling and
discrimination investigation)

continued on page 5
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Letters
to the
Editor
MacArthur Metro Staff:
Thanks for creating a feeling
of community for the neighbors
of this scattered area.
Nancy Erb and Dick Colbert
To Our Friends at the MacArthur
Metro Newspaper,
Thank you so much for writing an article about our Farm
and Garden Project at Bret Harte
Middle School. We were all very
excited to see ourselves in the
newspaper and to let everyone
in the neighborhood know
about the good work we are
doing at our school and in the
community. We hope that this
article will inspire other children
to begin gardens of their own.
We also like that this article

I want to support THE METRO
THE THOUSAND FRIENDS (A tax-deductible donation of $10 to $49)
MONEY HONEYS (A tax-deductible donation of $50 or more)
SUBSCRIPTION ($10 for one year/10 issues)
Name
Address
City

staff who do nothing but answer
questions and try to resolve
problems for Oakland residents.

Animal control
Beat Health (drugs)

Zip

Mail to The MacArthur Metro, P.O.Box 19046, Oakland, CA 94619

brought attention to something
positive that young people are
doing for their community.
We feel that sometimes all that
people notice is when we get
into trouble or do things that
are bad. This article gives
people a chance to see that
middle-school students are
doing something that can
make the world a better place.
We are proud to be part
of the MacArthur Metro neighborhood!
Sincerely,
Hector Rodriguez,
Travis Duncan, Teto Rangel,
Kevin Jackson, Mayra Ramirez,
Daniella Paniagua, Lisa Cruz,
Nikia Hopkins, Erica Ruvalcaba
P.S.: Our new orchard of fruit
trees is just starting to bloom,
and we have just planted our
second crop of greens. Our
wildflowers are growing fast!
We hope to build more beds for
more vegetables before the
school year ends.

How to Reach
the Metro
WRITE US A LETTER. Send
your comments to Letters
to the Editor, MacArthur
Metro, P.O. Box 19046,
Oakland, CA 94619.
GIVE US A CALL. Our voicemail number is: 287-2655.
Letters may be edited for
length or clarity. Please include name, address and
phone number. We do not
print anonymous letters.

Managing Editor
Toni Locke
Copy Editors
Paulette Avery, Anne Fox
and Joan Veldhuizen
Finances/Bookkeeping
Reuben Goldberg
Advertising Manager
Suzanne Tipton
Art Director
Andreas Jones
Word Processing
David Raich, Chris Carter
Photography
Jody Berke, Robert Garcia,
Risha Hess and A. Luqman
Distribution
Dal Sellman
Mailing
Diane Trost
■
Board of Directors
Michael Broad
Janet Broughton
Douglas Ferguson
Reuben Goldberg
Lori Hope
Steven Lavoie
■
A special thanks to all
residents, associations, and
merchants for their support.
Also, a special thanks to all
volunteer writers, artists,
photographers and distributors.
Imagesetting by CameraGraphics,
Lafayette, California,
(925) 283-2473.
Printing by Alternative Web
Printing, Oakland, California,
(510) 839-2766
Opinions expressed in the MacArthur
Metro are those of the contributors
and do not necessarily reflect the
views held by the publication.
© 1999 by the MacArthur Metro,
P.O. Box 19046, Oakland, CA 94619
(510) 287-2655.

We welcome your
news and ads;
deadline the 15th.
Publication in the
first week of each
month except
January and July.
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Leona Heights
Neighborhood News

Redwood Heights Neighborhood News
BY GINGER REDING

BY GORDON LAVERTY

Home Depot Tries End
Run Around General Plan
Late in March, the Home
Depot corporation turned on
lobbying tactics full-steam to
make an end run around Oakland development planning
regulations. Even before
the City Council-appointed
Quarry Development Advisory Committee had data or
official plans, a mass mailing
arrived complete with tearoff ballot voting for support
of a large, box-design Home
Depot warehouse store at the
Gallagher-Burk quarry site.
This kind of activity on the
part of a national corporation,
in the absence of the required,
up-to-date traffic, economic
and environmental studies,
is without parallel in City
history. Such performance is
crude, uncaring, and typical

of steamroller techniques
poorly managed firms use
in an urban environment.
No wonder Home Depot
has been rebuffed on several
occasions in the eastern U.S.
where they have been trying
to locate new stores.
Leona Heights and neighboring improvement and
homeowner associations have
in good faith been cooperating in the Advisory Committee work. But now it is clear
that local citizens who will
be affected by car and truck
traffic and crime as reported
around other Home Depot
sites, must write to the City
Council protesting the shortcut action of Home Depot and
opposing the project until
proper studies are submitted.
What is our city coming to?
Write to Mayor Jerry Brown
and your Councilmember at
City Hall, 1 Frank Ogawa
Plaza, Oakland, CA 94612.

Allendale NCPC News
BY MATT PIUCCI , COMMUNICATIONS
O FFICER , ALLENDALE NCPC

A

fter much effort on the
part of citizens and
City staff, the Allendale
Rec Center is now the Police
Substation for beat 24Y. Officers from any beat may stop
there to fill out paperwork
and partake of what they
hope will be decent coffee.
The members of the
Allendale NCPC wish to thank
Community Policing Officers
O’Reilly and Poirier, Niccolo
De Luca and Luqman from
Councilman Spees’ office,
Rec Center Director Terry
Gamage, and especially OPD

District 4 Sgt. Eric Breshears,
for their assistance. A special
thanks to Neighborhood Services Coordinator Teresa Williams for this effort and all of
her other work, as she will be
leaving her post soon.
The Rec Center is also
home to the nascent Community Computer Center as well
as an afterschool project entitled “Allendale Oral History
Project.” Allendale Elementary School students will be
interviewing neighborhood
elders for their insights about
our community history.
For information on these
and other Rec Center projects,
call NCPC President Donna
Blanc, 535-0908.

Dimond Improvement
Association News
BY KAREN MARIE SCHROEDER

A

s days pass, more people
become involved in
changing the Dimond.
On March 24, a meeting was
held with the owner of the
Hillcrest Motel. Dick Spees
suggested this meeting be held
in his office, and residents of the
Dimond had a fruitful discussion
concerning the motel and its environs. The owner of the motel
was cooperative, and we all
hope to see the changes soon.
Ann Nomura, DIA’s new cochairperson, had written a letter
representing the concerns of
the Boston Ave. neighbors that
resulted in this meeting.
Our DIA Web site,
DimondNews.org, has continuing information on this and
other aspects of the Dimond. If
you have not visited our Web

site, drop by the Dimond Library
to learn about accessing it.
Janet Broughton reports that
plans for rezoning the Dimond
from C30 to C31 are in progress.
C31 calls for more design review
and more pedestrian-oriented
retail such as the Laurel is working on.
Robert Pilc, our resident
Dimond architect, has reported
on plans for the new GermanAmerican cultural center on
the grounds of the Altenheim.
A landscaped garden will
soon be planted at the corner of
Lincoln and MacArthur. The city
will provide water. New planters
have appeared on the median
strips and other places in the
Dimond. Tim Chapman, DIA
co-chairperson, tells us that these
architectural planters are the
result of a joint venture of The
continued on page 6

A

t our last meeting, we
were pleased to have
reporters from both
the Oakland Tribune and the
Montclarion. Both papers now
have a section devoted to
neighborhoods and are making
contacts to get community
information. The minutes from
the meeting are posted on the

Redwood Heights Web page.
Issues discussed were the
Leona Quarry, Andrea Simms’
report on Y2K preparedness,
and a project being developed
by members of the Oakland
Public Ethics Commission to
educate the public about their
rights under the Sunshine Ordinance. Andrea Simms can be
reached at 336-1556.
The RHIA welcoming

committee is in the process of
organizing. Contact the landscape committee with any
issues pertaining to public
properties. They have established relationships with the
proper authorities.
Many important neighborhood issues are discussed at
the monthly RHIA meetings.
Members of the community
are encouraged to attend.

Laurel Merchants Association News
BY MAUREEN DORSEY

T

he Laurel Merchants Association held a general
meeting Thursday, April 8,
at the Chick’N’Coop during the
noon hour. City Manager Robert Bobb was our guest, and we
discussed with him several concerns for our business district:

Leona Quarry
(see article on p. 1)
Our concern, besides the
opening of 580 to commercial
development and the impact
to neighborhood commercial
development, is the mega grocery store and what it will mean
for our local Lucky.
As for Home Depot, they
are interested in putting another
store as well on the 880 corridor
in Oakland.

High Street and MacArthur
The property may be developed
without the addition of
the PG&E lot. PG&E is not

interested in selling the property.
El Pollo Loco restaurant has expressed interest in the site. They
would design a building to be
on the corner with the parking
in the back.
Center Auto has been sold to
a self-serve laundromat. Future
plans may include remodeling
the second floor for live/work
spaces. Perhaps the artists that
are being slowly moved out of
the downtown/warehouse district would come to our lively
area?
Thirty-fifth and MacArthur
is still in the process of acquiring
LadyFingers, a locally owned
fine-pastry store. An application
for city aid is being submitted.
Heather Hensley of CEDA
indicated that it may take a year
before we have the corner fully
developed.

Our Requests
to Robert Bobb
• Code compliance enforcement
for noncompliant businesses and

owners to improve the appearance of the Boulevard.
• More funds for the façade improvement project to help building owners upgrade signage,
windows, and paint on the
MacArthur portion of their
property. Heather Hensley
noted that $100,000 of matching
grant funds are available for our
area, and 10 businesses have
taken advantage of the program.
• Continued community policing style, using a reporting
method for crime stats that reports them the next day.
• Forward movement of the
street redesign project to improve the look of the Laurel District.
• Note our indebtedness to
Heather Hensley of CEDA and
Renee Sykes of NCPC for the
great job they do for our business district.
Next LMA general meeting will
be the second Thursday in May
at noon at the Chick’N’Coop.

High Street Neighborhood News
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High Street Safety Stroll
Oakland’s second annual Pedestrian Safety Week will culminate
in an old-fashioned walk down
High Street, from MacArthur
to Brookdale, on Friday, May 7,
from 7 to 7:30 p.m. Bring your
family and join your neighbors
in support of safe, pedestrianfriendly streets and a reduction
in traffic fatalities—Alameda
County’s number-one killer of
children under the age of 10. If

you’d like to join other walkers,
meet near Brookdale Park or
the Walgreen parking lot at 7.
The first signs of Pedestrian
Safety activity on High Street
will be a radar trailer checking
speed on Thursday, May 6. On
Friday, May 7, children will be
rewarded for safe behavior,
and there will be concentrated
enforcement of traffic and parking laws.

Progress on High Street
While you’re walking down
High Street, notice how the

High Street Neighborhood
Alliance’s focus on blight is
beginning to pay off. Then
look at the T’s marking parking
spaces all the way down to
Foothill. They are there thanks
to the persistence of HSNA
traffic activist Al Scoggins and
the cooperation of Oakland’s
Traffic Engineering.

Clean and Green at
Courtland Creek
On Saturday, May 15, we’ll have
another chance to spend time
continued on page 6

Laurel/Redwood Heights
Neighborhood Council News
BY KAYE STEWART

Arbor Day Tree Planting
Green activity is happening citywide this May, kicked off in the
Laurel with a tree planting sponsored by CEDA on Friday, April
30. Approximately 20 trees will
be planted around the Laurel Elementary School with the help of
the East Bay Conservation Corps
and community volunteers. A

second spring planting of over
50 trees takes place on May 15,
the day of the citywide Great
Green Sweep. Volunteers will
meet at Laurel Elementary
School on Saturday, May 15, at
9:30 a.m. If you can help, please
call 531-0972.

Laurel Festival
The Laurel Festival, sponsored
by L-CAP, will be held April 30
through May 2. Merchants will

host a sidewalk sale along
Mac-Arthur Blvd. The NC will
co-host the Kid’s Expo in the
Hollywood Video parking lot
on Saturday, May 1. The theme
is ecology and will include a
community art project, lots of
information about summer
programs and camps for kids,
an art table, baked goods, a fire
truck, martial arts demonstrations, and more.
continued on page 7
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Dryclean

the end of the day, I don’t have
fumes up my nose and in my
throat.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

To submit your nomination, call
436-4545 and leave details and
your name and phone number.
Stars to Hi-Hat Cleaners
(2996 MacArthur) for trailblazing in the world of air quality and top quality drycleaning.
See article on back page.
Stars to the gardening team
that has beautified the Fruitvale/
I-580 intersections. On the team:
Christ Surunis, Mike Mannix,
Linda Farabee, Faith Harris,
and Martha Carrington.
Stars to Fremont High School
Boys Basketball team on their recently won state championship.

By the cup - By the pound

The best coffee
in town is
right around
the corner!
• 30 varieties of gourmet
coffee beans
• Fresh brewed coffee
and espresso drinks
made to order
• Muffins, scones &
pastries fresh daily

He began his career in Los
Angeles as a trade teacher in
the industry, cleaning the
clothes of the rich and famous
over the years: Humphrey
Bogart, Lauren Bacall, and
Doris Day, to name a few.

Using the old method,
Denson produced about 15 gallons of “toxic sludge” a month,
paying hazardous-waste specialists $95 to dispose of each fivegallon container.
Also, Bay Area Air Quality
Management imposes hefty fees
for drycleaners, costing from
$225 to $3,000 a year, but now
that Denson is toxic-free, his business is exempt from the fees.
Denson said his business has
been growing since he decided to
change solvents, and customers
are delighted. He is the only
drycleaner in Oakland to use the
new method and has customers
coming from as far away as
Vallejo, Black Hawk, and Walnut
Creek to take advantage of his
service to the community.
The new solvent adds no extra cost to the consumer and does
a better job of cleaning, according
to Denson, with no chemical
odors in the final product.
“I didn’t know it would work
as well as it does,” he said. “At

After moving to Oakland in
the 1970s, he opened College
Cleaners on Seminary Boulevard and Camden Avenue,
where he remained for many
years.
Eventually, he moved his
business to a lot directly across
the street from Mills College, on
Seminary Avenue, but had to
close shortly after.
“There used to be a Regal
Gas station on the lot before
me,” he said. “Shell came out
and tested the soil and found it
was contaminated.”
The lot remains vacant to
this day.
Denson moved to his current location shortly after, at
2996 MacArthur Boulevard at
Maple Street.

Hi-Hat Cleaners specializes
in leather, wedding gowns, and
beaded garments. All of the
is done
on the premises.
STRONG ACADEMYworkNow
Enrolling K-10th Grade
Denson
said
he
has equipment
Academics, Art, Music, Drama • Camp Kawanza—Summer Day Camp—Call
for Rates
Chapel simon site for shoe
but
Daisy repair
✪ Buela
Strong Academy
510/531-6318
College to
ply does not have theMillstime
4750 Daisy Street • Oakland
580 N at MacArthur
580 E exit at MacArthur
keep up withleft the
straight torequests
Buell right on Buell,for
right on Daisy
(MacArthur exit from 580, up Buell to Daisy) veer
right on Daisy
repairs since his drycleaning
business is so popular.

• Coffee filters and
brewing accessories
AJ J
A A

Mon-Fri: 6am-3pm
Sat-Sun: 7am-3pm

“What I really need is a
good shoe person,” he said,
“but unfortunately, that’s a dying trade.”

Denson believes that it is
only a matterLUNCH
of time before
others in the
industry
11AM
-2:30 PMcatch on
and that someday it will probably be mandatory
Tuesday-Sunday 7:30am-2:30pm
(Closed Mon)for
drycleaners
the environ3719 MacArthur Blvd (across from
the KFC)to
• use
482-2200
mentally safe methods.
BREAKFAST
ALL DAY

4008 MacArthur

J

(at 38th Avenue)

510-531-9921

Everything You Need
for a Meal!

Denson has spent the majority of his life in the
drycleaning business.

state-of-the-art drycleaning machine that uses Exxon 2000. He
said he is not concerned about
making up for the cost.

Buell

BY TOM VAN DEMARK

Paulette
Avery,
R.N., M.S.N.

To Your Health

A

day working in the garden could be all it takes
to get Lyme disease, a
chronic and potentially debilitating disease contracted
through a tick bite. California is
among the states categorized as
moderate risk for Lyme disease.
Earlier this year, LYMErix,
a vaccine developed and
manufactured by SmithKline
Beecham, was approved by the
FDA for use in people between
15 and 70 years old to protect
against Lyme disease. If you are
considering vaccination with
LYMErix, here is information
to help with your decision.
The vaccine is given in three
doses, the first two a month
apart and the third a year after
the first. However, recent studies indicate the vaccine may be
just as effective administered in
a three-month period as when
given over a year. Clinical trials
show the vaccine to provide effective protection in 78 percent
of cases after all three doses,
and 50 percent after the first
two doses. The FDA also says
the timing of the final dose may
be important. The highest efficacy appears to occur when the
final dose of LYMErix is given
between January and April,
the period just before the tick
population in the northeastern
US reaches its peak.
Clinical trials on the use of
LYMErix on children are currently underway, but for now it
is not approved for anyone under 15 or for pregnant women.
To date, people who received
the vaccine have been followed
for just 20 months, so how
long protection will last is not
yet known. Safety tests in the
20,000 people vaccinated with
LYMErix indicate it is very safe,
but the manufacturer continues
to study safety issues, and the

ver
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®

Family owned since 1933.

Your Natural Food Marketplace
For Your Healthy Life Style!
✓ ORGANIC PRODUCE
✓ NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT

MA
—
R K ET P L AC E

ON DUTY

✓ WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY
✓ HUNDREDS OF BULK HERBS,
SPICES, GRAINS, FLOURS

“Come on Down”

Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm
Sunday 9am-7pm

482-8178
th

35 & MacArthur

3033 MacArthur Blvd

Fruitvale Ave

OPEN 7 DAYS

Redwood Exit

Hwy 13

Free Parking

580 West to
Fruitvale/
Coolidge Ave

Hwy 580

High St

•FRESH & ORGANIC
PRODUCE
•FRESH FISH Daily
•ORGANIC POULTRY
•FRESH GOURMET
BREADS
•FINE FOOD DELICACIES

35th Ave

—

580 East to
35th Ave
Exit

Conveniently located at
3033 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland • 482-3848
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat 8:30am - 6:30pm
Sun 10:30am - 5:30pm

FREE PARKING

The Laurel’s
Newest Coffee House

Vaccine
for Lyme
Disease
FDA says further clarification
is needed in this area. Common side effects from LYMErix
include soreness, redness and
swelling at the injection site,
and mild to moderate flulike
symptoms. Since not all insurance companies currently pay
for the vaccine, cost may be
a factor in your decisionmaking. Each injection costs
$70, for a total of $210.
Based on the information
I have read, I’m not going to
run right out for the vaccine.
It is recommended for people
in areas with a high risk of the
disease, and California doesn’t
fall into that category. Additionally, to begin the shots this
late in the year would provide
minimal protection during the
summer months, when the risk
of tick exposure is highest. If
you engage in activities that
put you at higher risk, I would
discuss the issue with your
doctor. Meanwhile, and even
if you do receive the vaccine,
using other precautions remains wise.
When you can, avoid
tick-infested areas, especially
during May, June, and July,
when the poppy seed-sized
immature deer ticks are most
prevalent. Wear light-colored
clothing (making it easier to
spot the ticks) that is tight
around the wrists and ankles,
and spray your clothing with
DEET or with the insecticide
permethrin. Walk in the center
of trails to minimize contact
with ticks from brush and
overhanging trees.
When you are back inside,
check yourself for ticks. If
possible, have someone help
with this process, checking
your back or other areas hard
for you to see. If you find any
ticks, remove them with
tweezers. Avoid squeezing
the tick’s body during removal
by grasping as close to your
skin as possible and pulling
the tick straight out. Since
a tick must be attached to you
for about 48 hours to transmit
the disease, prompt removal
can prevent Lyme disease.
—————————————
Paulette Avery is a registered
nurse and a freelance writer who
specializes in health issues.

Featuring estate and organic coffee
from around the world, all natural
soup, salads, and sandwiches.

JAVA Spotlight
Poetry Readings
the 3rd Thursday of each month

Live Music
Jazz Every Sunday

3726 MacArthur Blvd
(next to KFC)

482-2933
Mon-Fri 6:30am-9pm, Sat-Sun 7am-9pm
OPEN UNTIL 9PM EVERYDAY!

Patio Dining Now Available!

LATE
NIGHT
VIDEO
4138 MacArthur Blvd. (near Lucky’s)

530-1211
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METRO
CLASSIFIED ADS
AUTO REPAIR

SERVICES

Do you have a VW bug, Golf, Jetta
or Rabbit? For brake, clutch service
and general repair, give me a call.
Also most other German and Japanese vehicles. Frank Tulleners Automotive Service, 1421 High St., near
E. 14th (510) 533-3943.

Fast, neat interior painting by
woman. Free estimates, excellent
references, 534-9772.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
READ OUR AD! Make MONEY
Placing Ads Like This One! 1-888591-8772 ID# 305M.
FOR SALE
14K GOLD JEWELRY Discount Mail
Order Catalog $2, TaurGemi, P.O.
Box 19128, Oakland, CA 946190128.
Used Refrigerator, FrostFree, Side
by Side, 16 cu.ft., $100, pick up
locally. Call (925) 224-4198.
INSTRUCTION
Bernice & Joe Playschool. For
18 years, play-based learning in a
home-like setting near Mills College.
Quarter-acre wooded lot has fruit
and pine trees, a garden, 20-foot
sailboat, rocket ship, art area, block
area. Pre-reading, pre-math enrichment, computer play, field trips, F.I.T.
gymnastics, Kindermusik. Socialization, verbalization stressed. Bernice
is an Early Childhood Mentor
Teacher. Sibling, pre-payment discounts. Lunch, snacks provided. Ages
2 to 5 years. License #010214258.
Brochure. (510) 638-3529.
Piano Lessons with experienced
teacher and international performer. Jazz, classical, rock and
popular styles taught; all ages and
levels welcome. (510) 482-0796.

Classified Rates
The rate for classified ads is $.50
per word. Discounted prices
available for five- and ten-issue
frequencies. Please type or write
your copy clearly and mail it
with your check to The MacArthur
Metro, P.O. Box 19406, Oakland, 94619. Deadline is the
15th of the month. For classifiedad frequency discounts and display-ad information, please contact Suzanne Tipton at
287-2655, fax: 534-3429.

Interior Painting. Jacob Hart, 5306247. Lic.#705262.
VIDEO SERVICES. WE CAN TRANSFORM your slides, snapshots, and
films into a charming video—
with music and effects. Or have
a professional cameraman videotape your social and business
events. Call Harold Lawrence at
530-0628.
African-American manicurist, located in the Laurel District, specializing in manicures, pedicures
w/paraffin wax treatments, sculptured nails, silk and fiberglass
wraps. Over 15 years experience
and service in this area. Call (510)
482-3229 for appointment.
Affordable local licensed therapist.
Individual, couple, family and
child therapy for the Metro /
Oakland community. Everyone
needs help sometimes. Supportive; practical; sliding scale. Helen
Montgomery Lockwood MFCC
#27283, (510) 874-4722.
KAMIYA CONSTRUCTION. Additions, remodeling, kitchens, baths,
decks, seismic & more! Free consultation. License # 546464. (510)
532-0193.
Classical Homeopathy: Natural
Remedies for Children and Adults.
Bonita Richman, B.S.N., 835-6043.
Pre-Paid Legal Service has major
law firms to handle all your legal
matters. Low-cost and tax-deductible memberships. J.W. Castillo.
JWCastillo@aol.com (510) 532-9764.
Herbs & Nutrition for Optimal
Health: Herbs & nutritional programs are individually prepared
for each client using whole-plant
preparations and whole foods.
Holistic & size-friendly. Convenient
Oakland location. Donna Odierna,
M.S. (510) 531-0832.

Julia Peters

respect to working with
Oakland’s neighborhoods?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Peters: Oakland is really unique
with its strong neighborhood orientation. There is really no other
place like it. There has been an
ongoing effort—started by the
city manager—to organize the
city government to better serve
Oakland’s neighborhoods. The
idea is to increase collaboration
closer to the ground. It has a lot
of exciting possibilities. We’re
aligning city departments to
work with neighborhoods to
develop wish lists or goals to
work for with the Brown administration. We’re working with
parents, training them to be
advocates on behalf of kids.
We’re really in the asking phase
with neighborhoods at this point.
There are Town Hall meetings
under way, where we hope to
learn more about how we can
help communities.

launching charter schools. We
hope to have 15 new schools
open by the fall. In terms of celebrating Oakland and the arts,
we have a standing volunteer
committee to promote the arts,
and we’re planning programs
such as the Great Green Sweep
on May 15, and Earth Month,
April 22 through May 22.
Throughout the summer there
will be street festivals, a bluesand-jazz festival, with cultural
festivals continuing throughout
the year. On the effort to attract
10,000 new residents downtown,
that is an ongoing process to
draw people back to the city
core.
Metro: The first 100 days is a
benchmark often used to measure a new public officeholder’s
effectiveness. How is the Brown
administration doing with

Leona Quarry
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

two-lane residential road. The
developers want the Avenue widened to four lanes under the freeway, removing the sidewalks.
Mountain Boulevard would be
widened to four lanes for the
portion that fronts the quarry. The
I-580 freeway on and off ramps
would have to be reconfigured.
The freeway, designated a scenic
highway, is restricted by a city
ordinance from truck traffic. Substantial night lighting would be
required for a center that might
be open until midnight every
night. Truck traffic for the quarry
operations has been limited to one
small section between Edwards
and Seminary, to only weekdays
between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.
The quarry is surrounded
entirely by residential housing.
There is an almost rural atmosphere to the neighborhoods on
the immediate north and west
borders of the quarry, with treelined streets that lack sidewalks.
A small neighborhood park is at

Metro: Now that you’ve had
some time to settle in with your

Peters: Well, the buzzword for
community organizing these
days is collaboration. We need
to be more successful in bringing
together different groups
throughout the city. Neighborhood groups in Oakland are
fabulous, I experienced first-hand
the power of community organization with the Measure X campaign, where we obtained 50,000
signatures in a month, and half
of those were collected by volunteers. But we have a ways to
go in getting true collaboration.
There sometimes is an unwillingness among some groups to find
commonalities with each other.
To sum up, there are a lot of
activities and a lot of energy
throughout the city that are
not necessarily well connected.
That’s a place where neighborhood groups could really help.

the top of Edwards Avenue. An
elementary school stands a block
west of the quarry entrance.
We urge all Oakland residents
to consider the impact such a dramatic change to the GeneralPlan
and the Oakland hills along I-580
would create if the City Planning
Department and City Council
accepted the project as designed.
We ask other Oaklanders if they

want to open the I-580 corridor
in this city to commercial development. Shall we believe the new
General Plan when it states,
“Neighborhoods should be protected from incompatible types
of development . . . ?”
——————————————
Call Neighbors for Responsible
Development, 638-4037. E-mail
Oakplan@aol.com

Over 50 Years 1947-1999

Peter Pan Coop Nursery School
A Community, A Neighborhood, An Extended Family
• PARENT INVOLVEMENT
• BEAUTIFUL SETTING NEXT TO
MAXWELL PARK
• MIXED AGES FROM 2 TO 6 YEARS
• SUPPORTING A DIVERSE COMMUNITY
• ART, DANCE, FIELDTRIPS, MUSIC, STORY
• PLAY-BASED, DEVELOPMENTAL
CURRICULUM

4618 Allendale Avenue
Oakland • Lic. #010205610

Call (510) 261-5210 for information

AOCS The Association of Children’s Services
3021 Brookdale Avenue (near Coolidge)
Oakland • 261-1076
• Serving Infants through Five-Year-Olds
• Diapers, Home-cooked meals, Naps and Nurturing Included
• 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Year-round Care
• Play-based Developmental Program Supporting Growth at Each Age
• Building children with Self esteem. Confidence and Social Competence

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY MAY 23, 2-5 PM

MAKING ENDS MEET
CHILDRENS RESALE STORE

40%-60% Off!
Selected Merchandise

Buy/Sell/Trade
Clothing • Toys • Books
Furniture • School Uniforms
Get ready for Summer:
We have Swim Diapers, Swim Suits,
Beach Toys, Sandals and Shorts!

Classical Homeopathy
for Children and Adults

Bonita Richman, B.S.N.

835-6043

LOSE THE FAT FOR THE LAST TIME!
No more diets, no exercise till
you drop. Do what I’ve done and
take one tablespoon of
CALORAD® on an empty stomach. 100% natural—used by
health care professionals for over
10 years! Call 510 482-5189.
www.eyicom.com Password:
Glenda & Friends

The Best-kept Childcare Secret in Oakland

new job, are there things you’d
like from neighborhood organizations to increase your effectiveness?

We have Aprica and Combi
strollers for under $35

3544 Fruitvale Ave. • Oakland
510-531-1135
Open Tues-Sat 10-5:30 • Free Parking

SAVE $1.60!
TRU-TEST®

Serving your neighborhood
for over 22 years with
20 professional Real Estate Agents
• If you are thinking of selling, we offer free property evaluation.
• If you are thinking of buying, we offer many 1st time buyer loan
programs with down payments as low as $500.
• If you are thinking of renting, call us for a list of rentals.
• If you are tired of managing your property, call us for professional
property management.

5942 MacArthur Boulevard • 510-562-8600

99¢

reg. $2.59

10-oz Color Decor Gloss
Spray Enamel, White or Black.
K 527 762 F6
With this coupon while supplies last.
Not Valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/99.

LAUREL HARDWARE
4024 MacArthur 530-1966
OPEN M-F 8-8, SAT 9-6
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BY SANDY JAEGER, COORDINATOR

Plant a tree—it will add
beauty and shade to your
garden and provide shelter
for the birds. Of course, fruit
trees especially have to be

DIA News

High Street News Post Office

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Metropolitan Contract Group and
Golden State Warriors Basketball
Team. Christ Surunis, a member
of the Contract Group, stated that
some planters were originally
designated for the Warriors training facility and the arena, but
these were surplus. He arranged
through his employer for the
planters to be delivered to the
Dimond. Thank you, Christ.
Thanks also to Mike Mannix,
Faith Harris, and other volunteers
for planting the flowers.
Some of our members have
continued to complain about
the litter and current disarray
of some of our buildings like
the old Sprouse Reitz. We hope
that with time and the efforts of
many caring residents and business owners, these problems
will diminish.
Our next meeting will be
May 5, 7:30 p.m., in the Dimond
Library. Come be involved in
the Dimond.

with our neighbors improving
our community. Bring your
heavy gloves, enthusiasm, and
appetite to San Carlos and
Courtland at 9 a.m. We’ll be
planting trees, painting, and
cleaning up. Thanks to the Discovery Center, children will
have a chance to check out the
creek water and reintroduce
tadpoles.

in here with their plans? I am
concerned about living across
the street from a busy parking
lot and a public drivethrough.
My daughter won’t be able to
ride her bike next to our home,”
states Shannon Petty, resident.
Traffic and environmental
impact studies were not conducted. Residents were not notified. Armed with limited information, the Post Office forged
ahead with a plan to open parking lot entrances on Masterson
and to add a drivethrough mail
drop.
“I live directly across from
where they are planning to add
a public drivethrough. It will
add more noise and traffic and
change the image of this residential corner,” states Patrick Lam.
Concerned residents invited
the postal representative to the
monthly Laurel Crime Prevention meeting and voiced strong
concerns about the process of
notification, traffic noise, security and lighting. “I am very
disappointed in the Post Office,”
Allene Graham, Madrone resident says. “I expect that they
would work with the neighborhood to ease an already congested traffic situation on
Masterson, not to add to it.
This would not be happening
if this were Montclair.”
Residents intend to continue
the fight to keep the government
from ignoring their concerns and
dismissing their right to determine how business impacts their
neighborhood.
Metro readers can call Nate
Miley’s office at 238-7006 to
voice concerns about the Post
Office plans for the Masterson
Area.

Marge
Laverty

May 1999
Laurel Neighborhood Festival: Friday through Sunday, April 30 to May 2, MacArthur
Blvd. between 35th Avenue and High Street: Merchants’ Sidewalk Sale, May 1, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Kids’ Expo, May 1, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hollywood Video. Flip Sally
Swing Band, 5:30 to 8 p.m., dancing at the Chick’N’Coop, MacArthur at Patterson,
$10. Scenes from Shakespeare in the Park-ing lot, May 2, 1 p.m. at True Value
parking lot; bring your armchairs. For info and all-event tickets, call 530-2462.
Friends of César E. Chávez Library: Wednesday, May 5, 6:30 p.m., 1900 Fruitvale
Ave. Call 535-5620 for information.
Dimond Improvement Association: Wednesday, May 5, 7:30 to 9 p.m., Dimond
Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Contact Janet Broughton, 532-1645.
High Street Safety Stroll: Friday, May 7, 7 to 7:30 p.m., MacArthur to Brookdale
Avenue. Culmination of Pedestrian Safety Week. Join your neighbors in demonstrating
that streets are for people. For information, call Adelle Foley, 532-3737.
Y2K Planning and Information Meeting: Wednesday, May 12, 7 to 9 p.m., Redwood
Heights Rec. Center, 3883 Aliso Ave. Contact Andrea Simms, 336-1556, for information.
Maxwell Park NCPC: Wednesday, May 12, 7 p.m., Mills Grove Christian Church,
5410 Fleming Street. Contact Jose Dorado, 535-0577.
Oakland Green Sweep: Saturday, May 15
• Courtland Creek Clean Up: 9 a.m., meet
at San Carlos and Courtland Streets. Bring
gloves, enthusiasm, friends, and neighbors.
• Bret Harte/Joaquin Miller NCPC 22Y
clean-up of MacArthur Blvd. between
Coolidge and 35th Avenue: Meet in the
parking lot at MacArthur and Coolidge at
9 a.m. Refreshments will be served along the way. Bring gloves, tools, and the kids.
Call Traci Corcran, 535-5687.
• Clean up the Laurel District: 9 a.m. to noon. Paint, Plant and Clean Party meets at
the Laurel True Value Hardware parking lot, 4024 MacArthur Blvd. Tools, paint, and
supplies provided.
• Laurel Tree Planting: 9:30 a.m., Laurel School.
Redwood Heights Multi-Cultural Faire: Saturday, May 15, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Redwood
Heights Elementary School Auditorium, 4401 39th Ave. Share the rich ethnic diversity
of our school through food, music, crafts, personal mementos, and games.
Friends of Sausal Creek: Wednesday, May 19, 7 to 9 p.m. Dimond Library, 3565
Fruitvale Ave. Discussion of bylaws, planning for summer, and celebration of spring.
Call 231-9566 for information.
Redwood Heights Improvement Association: Wednesday, May 19, 7:30 p.m., Redwood
Heights Recreation Center, 3883 Aliso Street. Contact Richard Cowan, 482-3471.
Laurel-Redwood Heights NCPC (beat 25X): Thursday, May 20, 7 to 9 p.m., Laurel
School, 3750 Brown Street. Contact Renee Sykes, 535-5691.
High Hopes NCPC (beat 27X): Thursday, May 20, 7 p.m., Horace Mann School,
Congress and Ygnacio.
Friends of Sausal Creek Workday: Saturday, May 22, 9 a.m. to noon, Dimond Park
Recreation Center, 3860 Hanly Rd. Celebration of Open Garden Day, tours of the
California Native Plant Demonstration Garden and the Riparian Restoration Area, as
well as some grooming and tending. Children under 15 should be accompanied by
an adult. Call 231-9566 for information.
Spring Fling: Saturday, May 22, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Skyline Preschool at Skyline
Community Church, 12540 Skyline Blvd. (2 blocks from Skyline High School). Carnival
games and activities for ages 2-9, an astrojump, silent auction and raffle, barbecue
lunch. Activity tickets 25 cents, raffle tickets $1. Call 530-0884 for more information.
St. Elizabeth’s High School Parent Club Flea Market: Sunday, May 23, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
1530 34th Ave. Refreshments available. Accepting donated items to be sold May 17
through 22. Contact Betsy McCall, 532-6473.
Welcome to Peralta Hacienda, Reclaiming Oakland’s Birthplace: Sunday, May 23, noon
to 4 p.m., Peralta Hacienda Historical Park, Coolidge Ave. and Paxton. Dr. Loco’s
Rocking Jalapeno Band and African Roots of Jazz. Bring picnics; dance in the Plaza.
Dimond Oakmore/Woodminster/Temple Hill NCPC (beat 22X): Monday, May 24, 7:30
p.m., upstairs meeting room, Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale Ave. Contact Jim Hill,
530-6665.

Leona Heights
Garden Club Tip
of the Month

A

t this moment, a bird is
singing a lovely song.
Birds, like us, have
waited patiently for spring
days. Until seeds appear, they
have needed food. Let us
provide them with birdseed
and bread crumbs throughout
the year.

To Attract Birds

Yo-Yos,
Beanie
Babies
& Board
Games
Galore!

Bret Harte/Joaquin Miller NCPC (beat 22Y): Thursday, May 27, 7 p.m., Imani Community Baptist Church, 3300 MacArthur Blvd. For more information, or if you are interested in joining the Steering Committee for beat 22Y, call Traci Corcran, 535-5687.

CHICK N COOP
Hof Brau
3840 MacArthur Blvd.
482-1066
BBQ Chicken, Ribs
Sandwiches

Catering
Party Room
Available

Self-Defense and Jujitsu
for Women and Girls

530-5043

High Hopes/High Energy
An expanded group of NCPC
members spent one Saturday
morning developing strategies
and committing themselves to
action plans for priorities chosen
at the March general meeting.
The three target areas are 48th
Ave., Kingsland and Ygnacio,
and the 2300 block of High
Street. The next NCPC meeting
will be at Horace Mann School
(Congress and Ygnacio) on
Thursday, May 20, at 7 p.m.

Melrose Library Move Not
Quite Yet

Hansel and Gretel: Wednesday, May 26, 4 p.m., Melrose Branch Library, 4805 Foothill
Blvd. Performed by the Opera Piccola in celebration of National Library Week.

Ongoing: Early Childhood Education Summer Classes at the Association of Children’s
Services, Neighborhood Accreditation Center: Health and Safety, May 13 to July 1;
Child Development, May 26 to August 21; Infant/Toddler Development, May 25 to
August 31; Administration of Early Childhood Schools, June 9 to July 28. College
credit through CSU Hayward Extended and Continuing Education. Register early,
class sizes limited. Call 261-1076 for information.

join you at your picnic table.
Some even may walk in
through your back door if
you put peanuts on the floor!
An old hanging basket filled
with sphagnum moss makes
a great place to put their feed.
In spring, bluejays have a
reputation for raiding other
birds’ nests in search of eggs
and other birds’ young.
Adding crushed egg shells
to your feeder in spring may
meet the bluejays’ need for
calcium, possibly reducing this
behavior.
A good magazine to learn
from about all birds is Birds
and Blooms, P.O. Box 5359,
Harlan, IA 51593-2859; $12.98
for a one-year subscription.

shared with the birds.
Supply water in birdbaths—in the warmer months
they will enjoy splashing.
Your sprinklers, too, will
provide a cooling-off place.
A bird that needs no introduction in our area is the
mighty scrub bluejay. It has
a solid blue head, wings, and
tail, and brownish-tan back.
This bird is beautiful and intelligent. Some people call them
raucous, mischievous, or aggressive and believe they scare
away other birds. Others enjoy
their entertaining antics; they
compete with mockingbirds in
this regard.
After mating in spring, a
pair will become hushed and
secretive as they both prepare
a nest. They are very cautious
when choosing a nesting area.
They like to be in a small, thick
tree about 10 to 25 feet above
the ground, especially in the
crotch of tree limbs. You will
soon know if they are there,
as their youngsters make noise
at an early age, even before
leaving the nest.
Jays eat all kinds of food,
loving peanuts, acorns, and
sunflower seeds. They will fly
off with any excess food portions to store them and will

Calendar of Community Events

EXTENDED
PLAYTOYS
Making
a difference,
just a little bit
at a time

The writing workshop for high
school-aged students (May 4,
3:30 p.m.) and Cinco de Mayo
crafts for children (May 5, 3:30
p.m.) continue, despite uncertainty regarding the move. Best
current guess: the library will
close at the end of May and
reopen at 5420 Bancroft three
to four weeks later.

Hours: Tues-Sat 11:00am-5:00pm
4004 MacArthur Blvd. • 482-5921
Email: woofiewoof@aol.com
Fax: 510.482.3921

We are happy to trade your toys
for store credit

Oakland’s Secret Hideaway
Thai Food by Boon & Family

915 45th Ave, Oakland • 536-6303
(near the Vulcan Foundry)

Plant a Garden
as a Family
This will be quality time for
all: Plant tomatoes, being sure
to cut off lower leaves so that
you can plant deeper to allow
more roots to form for a stronger, more productive plant.
Plant pumpkin and sunflower
seeds now—children love
to watch them grow. Plant
vegetables like carrots, letting
children pick out the seed
packages they want.
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RISHA HESS

LUQMAN

Metro 10th Anniversary Party

Doug Ferguson and Toni Locke.

Laurel News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Pedestrian Sting
Pedestrian Safety Week is the
week of May 3, and Laurel residents are gathering at 7 p.m.
May 7 at St. Lawrence O’Toole
on High street for a community
walk. Walkers will travel on High
Street from MacArthur to Bayo
and observe “Pedestrian Stings”
made by Oakland Police in plain
clothes. The officers will walk in
front of vehicles and ticket those
who fail to yield. This should be
lots of fun to watch!

School Walkathon
Volunteers are needed now to
sponsor marathon walkers at the

The Metro acknowledges
contributions of $50 or more
by listing your name or
business as a Money Honey
for 10 issues. You keep our
paper alive and well.

LUQMAN

Mike Broad, Chairman of
Board and party host
RISHA HESS

RISHA HESS

Chip Johnson holds his audience with Metro volunteers and Board members listening, including
Reuben Goldberg, Treasurer, and member Lori Hope.

Cake by Board member Bettie Grandison.

Laurel Elementary school
Walkathon fundraiser, to be held
May 15 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Remember, you don’t need to have a
child at Laurel School to sponsor
a walker or to help out. To help
on May 15 with the Walkathon,
call Cherry Campbell at 635-8017.

Blight Meeting—Nate Miley
Both Councilmembers Nate
Miley and Dick Spees attended
our March NC meeting. Nate
Miley, Chair of the Public Safety
Committee, addressed the issue
of blight and how to deal with it.
Blight brochures are available in
several languages and can be
obtained at our meetings. There
are sometimes gray areas surrounding what constitutes blight,
but finally we have an ordinance
in place to take action against

Oakland Rentals
The Homeowner/
Contractor
Rental Center

Commercial Accounts Welcome
★ Power Tools
★ Plumbing Tools
★ Automatic Tools
★ Painting Equipment
★ Garden Equipment
★ Pumps & Heaters
★ Floor & Carpet Machines
★ Air Tools
★ Moving Supplies
★ Party Supplies
★ Towing Equipment
★ Tables/Chairs
★ Industrial Equipment
★ & Much More
Open 7 days - Ample Parking - ATM Accepted

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

482-5545
2969 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland

Toni Locke and David Raich.

blatantly neglectful property
owners. Oakland is taking an
aggressive stand with uncooperative property owners in cases
of severe blight and code violations by destroying the property.

Hensley joined the discussion.
NSC Renee Sykes also
reminded neighbors of other options to reduce traffic problems.

Post Office

Property owners on 39th Avenue
are partnering with Community
Policing and the Neighborhood
Council for long-term solutions.
Our next general meeting
is June 10, 7 p.m., at Laurel
Elementary School.

(see article by Teresa Miller on p. 1)
There was a lively discussion at
April’s NC meeting between
Post Office representatives and
residents who live near the new
location.
Post Office representatives
seemed willing to work with
the community, and Teresa
Miller was appointed spokesperson for Neighbors of the
Post Office. The group looks
to the City of Oakland for assistance from Traffic Planners.
CEDA representative Heather

39th Avenue Progress

Free Preschool for
Low Income Families
Head Start Program is accepting
applications for 3 & 4 year old children.
Virginia Ave. (Near High St.)
Call Carolyn Cornelius
at 261-1484 or 261-1479
or page her at 382-5497

Buyers and sellers consistently choose Nader
to assist them in achieving their Real Estate
goals because of his:
• Full-time, dedicated professional assistance
• Negotiation and communication skills
• Extensive knowledge of local market
• Comprehensive marketing plan tailored to their needs
• Expertise at home preparation
• Proven record of consistent achievement
Nader works hard to handle all details of his clients’ transactions.
They appreciate his positive, assertive techniques. His integrity
and concern for his clients are foremost.

Residential Brokerage • Montclair Branch
6137 La Salle Avenue • Oakland

NADER DAVARI
510-339-4795 Direct Line
510-339-4791 Fax
510-382-9999 Residence

MONEY
HONEYS

*Roussel Sargent
*Hon. Jean Quan & Dr. Floyd Huen
*Douglas Ferguson
*Jacob Hart Interior Painting
*Katherine Dunne &
Michael Vecchio
*Stan & Naomi Cohen
*Ellen Griffin & Brian Stein
*Carol Lennox
*Jim Locke & Sandy Warren
*Dimond Improvement
Association
*Gary Delgado &
Marcia Henry
*Karen Marie Schroeder
*Zarka Popovic
Knud Danild
Phillip W. Wong & Lisa Lemus
*Deborah Cooper
*Joan Dark
*Janet Broughton
*Fong Wing
*Betty & Robert Doty
*Jeff Kelley & Hung Liu
*Mary Lee Peterson
*Diane Trost
*Richard & Linda Weinstein
*Oakland Veterinary Hospital
*Ruth Malone
Lydia Palmin & Tom Daly
*Teresa Croce &
Abelina Carmona
Stevan & Catalina Alvarado
Pat Sawanwatana/ Old Weang
Ping Village Restaurant
*Betsy Callaway
*Richard Cowan
Support Net, Inc.
MacArthur &
High Trailer Park
*Nancy & Chris Meyer
Stuart Richardson &
Mailinh Dang Truong
Phillis Robbiano
*Ethel Sandal
Vic & Nancy Miloslavich
Bennet & Arlyn
Christopherson
Pamela Calvert
& Helen Haugt
*P. Oliveri & F. Baer,
Royal Hi Apartments
Phil & Kathy Caskey
*William & Susan Bagnell
*Redwood Heights
Improvement Association
*Nancy & Rick Banker
*Frederik Schultz
Special thanks to Money Honeys who doubled their donations to take advantage of the
Metro’s non-profit status.

*Repeat
Money Honeys
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B Y S ANDRA C HAPIN ,

JODY BERKE

Dryclean

portive of Denson’s innovative
and conscientious approach to
bettering the health of individuals as well as the environment.

A SINGLE MOM ,

WELFARE TO WORK STUDENT AT MILLS COLLEGE

A

Laurel District businessman has become a pioneer
in the drycleaning industry by switching to a nontoxic
cleaning solvent after several of
his colleagues died from lung
disease.
Don Denson, owner of Hi-Hat
Cleaners, decided to switch to
Exxon 2000, an environmentally
safe, noncancer-causing solvent
that replaced perchloroethylene,
a chlorine-based compound
linked to cancer and neurological
and reproductive disorders.
“Most of the colleagues,
friends, and owners I have
worked with over the years are
dead,” he said.
Community leaders are sup-

HI-HAT
DRYCLEANING
Cleaners & Shoe Repair
Expert Dry Cleaning
51 years experience

Alameda County Supervisor
Mary King, who sits on the Bay
Area Air Quality Management
Board, recently presented
Denson with a resolution at the
Alameda County Board of Supervisors Meeting honoring him
for his work and thanking him
for his efforts to improve the
health and safety of the environment.
King said she is enthusiastic
and proud of Denson’s efforts
because he is located in her district and because this is a small,
minority-owned business.
“In the shadow of the activity at the Tosco refinery, it is encouraging to see that a small
business can be innovative and
mindful of health and safety precautions,” said King, “in contrast
to the greed and self-serving ap-

ENVIRONMENTAL
and HEALTH SAFE!
Now available: Exxon 2000,
a non-cancer causing drycleaning fluid.
Safe for you and the air. No odor!
SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% OFF ON DRYCLEANING
of $20 or more with this ad

Don Denson at work
in nontoxic cleaners.
proach of big business.”
Mayor Jerry Brown’s press
secretary, Stacey Wells, said the
mayor is also aware of Denson’s

Pay at the Pumps
• • •

Tuesday Gas Specials
4276 MACARTHUR BLVD.

530-7683

2996 MacArthur Blvd. (at Maple) • Oakland • 482-3094

Summer ’99
Aquatics Program

In August 1998, Denson decided to invest $80,000 in a new,
continued on page 4

Invite our neighbors to join with us
in working together to:
• increase material well-being and
• increase well-being of the
human community through
socially responsible investing.

• • •

Open 24 Hours

the environment.

Syntropic Communities/
Investment Clubs
of North America

MACARTHUR & HIGH

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sat 8:30am-5pm, Closed Sun

MILLS COLLEGE
Trefethen
Aquatic
Center

efforts and is behind him 110 percent of the way. She said Brown
has long been a supporter of sustainable industry and individual
efforts to improve the quality of

DOROTHY OKAMOTO
Optometrist
3714 MacArthur Boulevard
Oakland 530-2330

For Metro area meeting times
and further information,
call: (510) 482-7592

Over 20 years in the Laurel District

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
S TAT E FA R M
Auto
Life

FINE CANTONESE AND SZECHUAN CUISINE

Fire

INSURANCE

®

Swim Lessons
Red Cross • All Levels • 3-8 Students per Class • Four Two-Week Sessions
Beginning June 21 • $40

Water Polo
9-14 Years Old • Two Clinics • June 21-25 • July 12-16 • $80

Synchronized Swimming
All Ages • Two Clinics • June 28-July 2 • August 2-6 • $80

Lifeguard Training
15 Years Old + • Pass Pretest • July 17-30 • $125

GuardStart

See your State Farm Agent:

Jain Williams
4222 MacArthur Blvd.
(510) 530-3222
Auto • Home • Life • Health
State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Happy
Mother’s
Day!

A New Red Cross Junior Lifeguard Program • 11-14 Years Old • Pass Pretest
August 2-13 • $100

Small Classes • Experienced Instructors • Expert Coaches • Awesome Facility

Sign-up NOW at Mills College Pool
For more information
Call 510/430-2170 or pick up a brochure at the pool.

Roma Pizza & Deli
Serving Laurel & Dimond
4166 MacArthur Blvd. • 531-3137
Open 7 Days • Free Delivery 11am to 10pm

Large Pizza w/3 toppings
for $11.99 plus tax.

The Arts Are Alive
In Allendale

The “Life Is Like A Carnival” Reading
at World Ground Café
Thursday, May 27 at 7:00pm
For More Information,
Call Allendale Rec Center at 535-5635
Join The Fun • Celebrate Youth • Support The Arts
Books available for a $5 donation to support our next arts workshop.
*Edited by Poet-Teacher Giovanna Capone and printed thanks to a grant from The Friends of Oakland Parks and Recreation.

VISA

MasterCard

STILE ITALIANO

Life Is Like A Carnival,*
The Poetry Of 14 Allendale Youth,
is now Available at your favorite
Laurel District Businesses,
and at The Allendale Recreation Center
(3711 Suter Street)

4245 MacArthur Blvd. Oakland
Take-Out or Reservation 530-8880 • 530-9898

CRAFTSMANSHIP WITHOUT COMPROMISE
IN A EUROPEAN TRADITION
TRAVEL SERVICE
Air • Land • Sea • Rail
MARGARET SHAVIES
Travel Consultant

4124 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland

510-530-6375

FABULOUS TILE WORK
KITCHEN AND BATH REMODEL
ROOM ADDITION - FINISH CARPENTRY - SKYLIGHTS
WINDOWS - DOORS - DECKS - FENCES - STAIRS
STUCCO - DRYROT AND MORE!
ALL PHASES FROM CONSULTATION TO CONSTRUCTION
EXCELLENT LOCAL REFERENCES
Antonio Matzutzi
510-261-1051 • 510-533-8381
LIC. # 728531

